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Summary

Another and revealing image of the Shah's collapse was created by the Polish
writer Ryszard Kapuscinski, who saw the Shah as the director and the only
character in an epic production called "The Great Civilization." Everyone else-
peasants, workers, generals, foreign businessmen and ministers of finance-were
mere extras, all obediently responding to the orders of the Shah. Then there is
confusion as suddenly the script is thrown away; the black flags of the Shiites
appear on stage and the extras begin to storm the upper levels of the stage.
"Ministers stuff bags full of banknotes and take flight, ladies grab jewelry boxes
and vanish, butlers wander around as though lost." The extras take over and then
all the wires and cables are disconnected from the brilliant Peacock Throne and its
overpowering occupant. "The brilliance begins to fade and the figure itself grows
smaller and more ordinary. Finally, the electricians step aside and an elderly, slim
man, indeed the kind of gentleman we might encounter at a movie, in a café or in a
line, rises from the throne, brushes his suit, straightens his tie, and walks off stage

on his way to the airport."

Shah of Shahs depicts the final years of the Shah in Iran, and is a compelling
meditation on the nature of revolution and the devastating results of fear. Here,
Kapuscinski describes the tyrannical monarch, who, despite his cruel oppression of

the Iranian people, sees himself as the father of a nation.
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Yet even as Iran becomes a 'behemoth of riches' and the Shah lives like a European
billionaire, its people live in a climate of fear, terrorized by the secret police. Told
with intense power, Kapuscinski portrays the inevitable build-up to revolution - a

cataclysmic upheaval that delivered Iran into the rule of the Ayatollah Khomeini.

The Iranian revolution was the 27th revolution that Richard Kapuszinski witnessed
closely in the third world. In the time of smoke and chaos, rulers change,
governments fall and immature people start their work, but one thing is
unchanging, unbreakable and - he is afraid to say it - eternal: the helplessness of
these committee rooms in Iran reminds him of something. which he has already

seen in Bolivia, Mozambique, Sudan and Benin.

Translators of the book: Maryam Paydar and Rahman Dinkhah
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Shab of Shabs
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