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Building international
labour solidarity

Interview with Mehdi Ardi, coordinator
Austrian-Iranian Labour Solidarity Committee

Worker Today: How was the
committee formed, and what are

its objectives? Could you also tell

us about the work done so far?

Mehdi Ardi: The committee was
formed on the-basis of - activities
which had been carried out earlier
in a scattered way. For example
the campaign against the arrest of
37 labour activists by the Islamic
Republic government, the protests
following the execution of Jamal
Cheragh-Vaissy, campaign against
the execution of labour activists
and lack of organisation and strike
right in Iran, etc. Though unsys-
tematic, these actions provided the
basis for the later work of the
committee. We formed the com-
mittee about a year ago, by a
number of indiviluals, in order to
coordinate and develop such
activities. As we had expected,
after the formation of the commit-
tee our work became more regular.
"We defined our goals more
specifically and broadened our
work. These goals, in short, are:
providing information about the
condition of workers in Iran to
workers and labour -activists in
Austria; informing about the labour
movement in Iran; and mutual
solidarity with the workers' strug-
gle in Iran and Austria.

The work of the committee

became more regular with the
publication of the paper Arbeiter-
Solidaritdt, the holding of meet-
ings with unions, getting union
activists' support, and declaration
of support by a number of union
leaders, for the work of the
committee, campaigning to expel
Islamic Councils from the ILO,
and so on.

What - has been this support
specifically?

For instance, seven or eight cases
of “protests _at the anti-worker
policies of the Islamic Republic,
the support of nine union leaders
for the work of the committee,
meetings with the Austrian Federa-
tion of Trade Unions (OGB) on
the condition of workers in Iran,
the reprint and distribution of the
committee's paper by some union
activists, protests against the
presence of the Islamic Republic's
so-called worker representatives in
the ILO, support declared for the
work of the committee by individ-
ual labour activists, etc.

"What issues does the paper take
up, and who does it address?

The paper is published in German.
It has mainly focused on issues
such as the news of workers' strug-
gles labour conditions and rlghts
in Iran, the international campaign
to expel Iran's Islamic Councils
from the ILO, the anti-worker re-

pression in Iran, and, to some ex- .

tent, on various issues of the la-
bour movement in Austria. The
paper's audience are labour activ-
ists and it is among them that it is
distributed.

Do you think this international

solfdarity can grow, in view of
the situation of the Austrian
labour movement?

In fact there are more capacities
for such growth. Regarding unions
as a whole, the greater internation-
alisation of capitalism has meant
that the unions are prepared, within
particular frameworks, to take lim-
ited actions against violation of
worker rights - even if their short-
“sightedness, conservatism, nation-
alism and Euro-centrism pose seri- .
ous obstacles to the growth of
international solidarity. But this is
only half the picture. The other
“half is the existence, in all coun-
tries, and thus also.in Austria, of
worker-socialist tendencies for
whom " international solidarity is
part of their identity. The post-
Cold War situation has reinforced
these tendencies. Although you
can't as yet speak of a coherent
tendency, worker-socialism actual-
ly enjoys favourable conditions for
taking the leadership of worker

Arbentcn -Solldarltdt

s e
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it e
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struggles. This is the other half of*
reality which increases the chances
of growth in the work of interna-
tional solidarity.

Could you explain more specifi-
cally.

This discussion is related to the
‘situation of unionism as a whole..
-In the economic boom years after
the Second World War, unionism
had achieved an exceptional posi-
tion. Making political, economic
and even social regulations, led by
government and with the participa-
tion of union leaders, had turned
into a norm. Based on an econom-
ic boom, there was full employ-
ment in many countries of the
West. The policy of intervention to

determine wages and conditions of
employment had generally been
separated from the results of firms'
production and profitability. The
terms of employment and wages
would be agreed upon by unions
and employers centrally, branch-
wise or locally, etc. Within the
system all this had given a special
status to unions and the dominant
reformist lines in them.

In this system (which like many
other things should now be called
Jformer) unionism, by driving back
workers' anti-capitalistand socialist
tendency, was bolstering the capi-
talist social order. Now the situa-
tion has totally changed. Over 20

WORKER TODAY

million unemployed in Europe
alone, the continuing growth of
unofficial and part-time labour, and
the questioning even of collective
bargaining, are threatening work-
ers' livelihood. Under such condi-
tions unions are powerless. They
are in a completely defensive posi-
tion and are in crsis.

The immense developments of
the last two decades, whose results
have become all too clear in the
past few years, have totally.
changed the labour-capital relation.
Having taken shape in a definite
historical context, these relations
have been undergoing redefinition
during the past two decades and
particularly in the last few years.
The force of this redefinition is
being supplied by the radical sec-
tions of the liberal bourgeoisie.

\&

This process, which is not yet con-
cluded, aims for flexibility in pro-
duction “conditions and workers'
exploitation, flexibility in the la-
bour-capital relation, maximum
freedom for capital and serious
restrictions for workers, introduc-
ing individual bargaining, privati-
sing or making drastic changes in
social insurance, etc. In general,

the rights which society under the.

pressure of worker struggles had
been forced to recognise for all are
being eliminated, and the individu-
al is to have as much right as his
or her economic situation will
allow. Clearly, all these measures
are being taken to raise capital's
profitability. In fact, this situation
has eliminated ~ the utility of
reformist parties- and tendencies
both for the bourgeoisie and for
workers. In such a historical situa-
tion worker-socialism and worker-
communism once again finds the
opportunity ‘of asserting itself.

What is the attitude of trade
unions towards these tendencies?

The union leaderships are not only
not supporting these tendencies.
They are resisting them. Of course,
this should not affect our cam-
paigns against violation of workers'
rights. ‘But, on the ‘whole, the la-
bour solidarity committees will be
faced with new tasks.

What new tasks?
Supporting this tendency, introduc-

ing it internationally, working with
it, etc. These can be part of our

work at the initial stages. But

clearly we won't stop here.

What barriers do you see to
your work?

Our situation 'is not in any way
isolated from the tendency to
which we belong. It can't be imag-
ined that without the progress of
the worker-socialist tendency we
can achieve something extraordi-
nary as an "immigrant organi-
sation". In my view, we are neither
an immigrant organisation, nor is
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our cause-confined to the labour
movement in Iran. I know this is
not a main problem for the activ-
ists of the labour solidarity com-
mittees, but the question is wheth-
er this outlook is a widely-held
one. Actually, our existing force so
far has shown that you can both be
an activist of the labour movement
where you are and, at the same
time, work for the labour move-
ment in Iran.

But this is a larger issue. For
years nationalism and national
intérests have been pampered,
while workers' world solidarity has
been pushed to the margins. Now
an opportunity has been created for
us to pull -workers' international
solidarity out of this marginalisa-
tion and, on the basis of definite
realities, show its critical signifi-
cance. And this is a job for the
tendency which profoundly feels
and understands this point and the
interests that lie behind it. I ask

myself, how successful have we

been in this work? What we can
achieve can transcend the bound-
aries of our imagination several
times over. r

These committees have not yet
succeeded in- coordinating them-
selves on a transnational level. As
a matter of fact not only are we
able to create coordination among
these committees across countries,
but we can, and should, promote
solidarity in international worker
struggles. For example, in the. re-
cent Air France strike we could
have organised support for this
struggle in different countries.

Another difficulty is extendlng
this work to among Iranian immi-
grants. There aren't many Iranian

.immigrant workers who are en-

gaged in this kind of activity, and
those who are-active are not all
members of the labour solidarity
committees. We have not as yet

succeeded in encouraging Iranian
labour activists to become active in
this field.

When the list of supporters of
the committee increases to dozens
or hundreds, when various meet-
ings and seminars are held each
year, when a worker paper in the
Tocal language is widely distributed
among labour activists, and exten-
sive and effective intervention is
made in the labour movemerit, etc.,
then we will attain a different posi-
tion in the labour movement. But
this has not been done. And the
only reason for that, I believe; is
shortage of activists in. this- field:
We should make sure that labour
activists become involved in the
international solidarity movement
in a serious way, both practically
and theoretically. Our potential
will only increase when we suc-
ceed to call a considerable number
of labour activists locally to lend
their support to this movement.

What are your plans for your
future work?

We have only taken the first steps.
Important points of our plans and
future activitieg include: raising the
paper's circulation, increasing the
contact with worker-socialist ten-
dencies, drawing the attention of
labour activists for furthering inter-
national solidarity, increasing the
membership of the committee,
holding meetings with labour ac-
tivists and trade unions, putting
pressure on the Islamic Republic
regime and exposing its anti-work-
er policies, and working to have
the right to organise and strike
recognised for workers in Iran. =

The Austrian-Iranian Labour
Solidarity Committee can be con-
tacted at: -OIASK, Postfach 570,
A-1151 Wien, Austria.

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles published in the
English section, the Persian section of.
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articles:
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Councits and workers' struggle for rise in
minimum wage in Iran - article DWorking
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part two OWorkers and wage increase -
workplace report from Iran Oletters to
the editor: - Four-day work week at
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OTurkish government’s pressures on
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report Olran: Chit-e-Ray workers’ protest
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bly to an anti-capitalist perspective -
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wide organisation - interview with Kaaveh
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Which way's the German

labour movement heading?
Interview with Manfred Neugroda

Manfred Neugroda works in a chemical factory
in Cologne, Germany. He is a member of the
works council at the factory and the head of its
shop steward organisation. He has been a mem-
ber of the bargaining commission of the chemi-
cal workers union in the state of North Rhine-
Westphalia and a member of the executive of the
DGB (German Federation of Trade Unions) in
Cologne and area. Bahman Shafigh, Worker
Today co-worker in Germany, had a very long
interview with Manfred Neugroda about various
issues of the German labour movement. In the
Persian section of the previous issue we pub-
lished the whole of the interview. The following
are short excerpts from the interview. The
translation is, indirectly, from the Persian trans-

lation of the text.

Worker Today: We are also
faced with unions' policy of
concessions. In the last couple of
years we have seen it even in the
more militant unions ~such as
those of metal and media
workers, and also in such recent
deals as the Volkswagen. Do you
think a worker whose pre-tax
pay- is around 3,500 marks a
month can make more conces-
sions? How is this policy being
taken by the workers?

Manfred Neugroda: The Volks-
wagen deal includes other aspects
than just the concessions. As far as
I know, it has also met the work-
ers' wide ‘approval. Very few peo-
ple in VW are against it, and they
are ‘those with a relatively low
income. There are-attempts in dif-
ferent unions to react against these
conditions. At VW the four-day
work week deal has been agreed
along with a proportional cut in
wages, i.. ten per cent cut in wag-
es for a twenty per cent reduction
in the working hours. The deal at
Opel includes a long-term wage
restraint without any reductions in
the working time. Ford has basi-
cally tumed to lay-offs and-some
time ago drastically cut the number
of employees. It is now trying to
tackle the issues through part-time
work. Of course, in terms of pay
the Ford workers won't lose any-
thing. It is only that they will have
a different source of income. That
is, the Federal Labour Foundation
and unemployment insurance are
paying a large part of the Ford

workers' wages. This takes 'the
form of a payment in addition to
the wages received from their part-
time work. This, too, is a form of
cut in working hours which is
being financed through the em-
ployees' own insurance fund and
not by the employer.

All these three different models
pow exist. But I think the VW
deal includes something special,
because for this ten per cent giving
up in income there is a twenty per
cent reduction in the working time.
To what extent this balance is a
positive thing for the employees
depends essentially on how this
28.8 hours is implemented. This
reduction of hours is itself some-
thing significant and opens the
way for the reduction of working.

hours at a wider level. To have put
forward -the demand that all em-
ployees retain 100% of their in-
come was not feasible. But for
those ~ with lower income this
.should have been done. °

But this 28.8 hour week is a big
advance with respect to work and
living, i.e. the sphere of necessities
and that of freedom. The VW
agreement contains features that
can be expanded. There is in this
agreement an explosive power
which, I think, can be developed.
That's why I have not just focused
on the negative aspects of giving
up wages. The important point is

how this 28.8-hour week is imple- ,

mented. Whether this working time
is made to conform to the interests
of the employees or to the interests
of production capacity is some-
thing that should become clear in
the future. It will depend on a
balance of power; which will de-
termine to what extent - the
employees’ interests are realised.
Of course, this was also true in the
past. In the last five or six years
we have had a relatively rapid
reduction in working time. Its re-
sult was not, as they say, to create
jobs but, rather, to create extra free
time for the employees. It has al-
ways depended on one's concep-
tion of how the working time re-
duction is to be implemented at the
workplaces. From my own experi-
ence I know that the shortening of
hours had important effects on the
lives of every individual employee,
and it essentially depended on
whether the interests of the em-
ployees or those-of the company
were considered. i

It is a similar situation in the
case of Volkswagen. And personal-
ly I am sorry that the deal has a
time limitation and is only for a
two-year period. What will happen
after that; is not clear. The possi-
bility is also being left open that in
case of a rise in orders the work-
ing time might once again be in-
creased. I think- definite clauses
should have been insertéd that
would. preserve the 28.8-hour
working time; and, if necessary,
the number of employees would be
increased. Because I think the re-

“duction of working time, on the

whole, has explosive effects on
individual relations.

One aspect of the issue is this
time limitation. At the same time
many small and medium-sized
companies - resist reduction of
working time. Right now the
working time in many companies
is 40 hours. Kohl himself has
talked of the necessity of a 40-
hour week. And the Christian
Democratic and Social Democ-
ratic parties want the working
time raised once again. Won't
this tendency win in the long
run?

What will win is, in my opinion, a
growth in the variety and diversity
of working times. I don't think the
tendency for increasing the work-
ing time can realise its agenda. So
far, the hours' reduction has not
progressed nationally, and even in
some sectors individual employers
have forced an increase in the
working time. Also there is a high
overtime that exceeds the agree-
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aim is immediately to save jobs,
and won't let their struggle be de--
railed by advisers or by union
support. This is really unique, and
has not existed in this decisive
form up to-now. Even the Rhine-
Hausen steelworkers' struggle, for

example, got the backing of IG
Metall, other factory councils and
workers from other factories in the
Ruhr region.  They were always
aware of the possibility. of defeat.
So they considered other alterna-
tives, like social programmes, re-
training - or jobs in other steel
plants. The workers of Bischoffe-
rode, on- the other hand, lack all
these possibilities for compromise.
They will either win -and save
many jobs. Or they'll lose, which
will be a defeat for all of them and
a very bitter one. And since they
know all this, they are fighting
with a determination which I have-
n't seen anywhere else. This is
what makes Bischofferode special.

The struggles in the west - those

ments in the labour contracts. But,
on.the whole, working time-has
been reduced - not only in the
agreements but also in fact. The
efforts that are made to reverse
this trend will not succeed.

For economic reasons?

No. Because of resistance by the
employees and unions.

So far, we have mainly talked
about the more general develop-
ments in the German labour
movement and unions. Let us
turn to another issue, namely the
workers'spontanecusmovements

‘in the recent period. It seems-

that in eastern Germany a resis-
tance is building up. Workers
are struggling not only in Bisch-
offerode mines but also in other
factories, in the whole of the
state of Thiiringen. In the west
too workers in the Ruhr region
-are more and more turning to
spontaneous actions. How can we
assess them? Are they like those
‘we have seen before, which
would break out now and again
and then decline or get channel-
led by unions? Are there
features and elements in these
actions which look forward to
the future, or will they also de-
cline?

It is difficult to judge with certain-
ty the degree of militancy of these
actions. First of all, if we look at
Bischofferode on its own and at

the triggering effect it had in east-

em Germany, it is something spe-
cial and unique. It is ‘more than
those others in the past. Bischoffe-
rode is identified by its radicalism
and resoluteness. This is due,
among other things, to the fact that
they are not backed by the unions,
and therefore cannot be channelled
by them. They are fighting without
compromise and are relying very
much on themselves. Also,  their

of the miners and steelworkers
being the foremost - are not so
radical and resohite. As far as the
level of consciousness in the strug-
gle is concerned, they are in some
cases at a higher level. Or they are
more conscious with regard to the
strategic and social significance of
their struggle. There are politicians
who go.to them and give their
support. Unlike Bischofferode,
they have many supporters. That's
why their fight is not so. intense

- and resolute like that of Bischoffe-

rode.

The miners union is still in a
position to keep the miners' strug-
gle within a particular framework,

-and, in terms of political orienta-

tion, to channel it along the union's
official line, i.e. reach a compro--
mise and cooperate with the mine
companies and the federal govern-
men:. The union has always led
the - workers' struggle within this
framework. They have an "absorp-
tion plan" according to which the
aim is not to save every work-
place. Rather, it is to preserve a
certain level of employment. Ac-
cordingly, it is prepared to let
them close down specific mines.
Despite the wishes of the workers
at these mines, the union still man-
ages to carry on with its policy. In
some cases the workers went be-
yond the framework set by the
union, taking actions not favoured
by the union, such as blocking
roads, occupying muricipal author-
ity buildings, etc.

Occupying factories? '

Yes, there were factory occupa-
tions too, but they were short-
lived. I am sure you have in mind
the occupation of the nuclear plant.
They blocked the delivery of coal
to the plant, and the union backed
the action after the fact, but itself
never took such measures.

As far as the struggles in the
Ruhr region are concerned, one

thing is new .and indicates-a new
quality: there exists a consensus
and cooperation among the unions
and employees across sectors,
branches and workplaces. The
open letter by the works councils
secretaries at Opel, Thysen Steel,

‘of the municipal employees in

Bochum and in the other factories,
and the solidarity pact that 'they
have signed, is a new thing. There
they ask the DGB to spread this

form fof cooperation] and build a
network through which employees
engaged in struggle support each
other. This is a new quality which
for the first time is not based in
the traditional bedrock of unions.

We talked earlier that unions
defend separately the interests of
their particular sector. But this
cooperation has now started for the
first time and should really be
emulated by the other regions. But
apart from that I don't think these
struggles so. much point to the
future.

In Thiiringen an alliance has
been formed called "'Thiiringen
Is Burning”. This is a body out-
side the unions, but built by un-
ion activists. The DGB in
Thiiringen is also involved in it.
In the east-as a whole the organ-
isation "Initiative of Council
Members in East Germany' has
been formed, and initially it had
problems with the DGB. Now
there is this regional cooperation
in Ruhr. These are all forms
emerging more or less outside
the existing organisations of un-
ions. Are unions capable of in-
corporating these new forms? I'd
mention the recent development
at Opel in Bochum where. the
workers of the opposition slate to"
IG Metall have been re-admitted
to the union after 20 years. This
is an indication of the changes
taking place inside the unions.

I have to say something in this

‘connection. On the one hand, there

are developments where the coun-
cils of various factories are work-
ing together. On the other hand, at
the same Opel plant in Bochum
they were not able to agree on a
single policy against the capitalists
with regard to the cost-cutting deal
enforced on the Opel employees.
At the same time the workers'
council at Opel in Bochum is car-
rying out various forms of cooper-
ation with other councils and un-
ions and other branches. This is
really needed for leading -these
struggles and - it is a correct
response. But the same people are
unable -to do the same thing in
their own plant! They are played
against each other and can't avoid

a split.

Whether this tendency for re-
gional cooperation between unions
and councils can be something
stable in the long run, I am not so
sure. But I think it can be strength-
ened. And strengthening it means
that unions support it and push it
forward. In that case there will be
chance of success in the long run
too. They have been formed spon-
taneously by workers themselves.
If they remain as they are, they
will not be so strong in the long
run. If the unions wanted, they
could support them, and they have
structures’ which can incorporate
such cooperations... The leader of
the DGB has not yet replied to the
open letter. Moreover, this form of

_Géooperation has remained specific

to the Ruhr region and, except for
Thilringen, which is the second
example, has not found following
in other areas. The unions have not
yet reacted either. So the survival
of this experience is not ensured®
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india

On 28th January fifty five
miners, trapped for two days by
an explosion and fire at the
state-owned Newkenda ~ coal
mines 260km north of Calcutta,
were found gassed to death.

Portugal

Portugal's public-sector workers
staged their second 24-hour
strike in three weeks on 11
February. The unions = are
demanding a 9 per cent pay
increase against the govem-
ment's 2.5 per cent offer.
Inflation is forecast at 6 per
cent for 1994, The strike
affected hospitals, schools,
public- transport and other
‘services.

Germany ,
West German chemicals work-
ers accepted real wage cuts in
return for jobs. The 15-month
deal was equivalent to an annual
increase of 1.5 per cent com-
pared with expected average
inflation of around 3 per cent.

Romania

More than 800,000 Romanian
workers took part in a one-day
warning strike on 5 February in
the second big action in a week.

union bloc, said workers from
all 24 of its federations, concen-
trated .in metallurgy, mining,
electronics, and agro-industries,
had taken part in the protest -
according to the Financial
Times.

Alfa, Romania's second largest-

Support
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Fiat workers strike against job cuts

WT News Service:

Unions at Fiat called an eight-hour
strike for January 18.in protest
-against further job cuts announced
by the company. Workers at Arese,
the Alfa Romeo plant outside
Milan, were also due to go on
strike.

The lay-offs include a cut of §
per cent in the workforce and a
further 10 per cent lay-off for up
to two years. According -to the
Financial Times, the cuts will
mainly hit Fiat's Sevel plant near

-Naples, in the Turin area, and at

Arese. :

The prev1ous series of cuts and
lay-offs were announced by the
company in November last year.
The unions have tried to persuade
the company to accept "solidarity
contracts” - flexible working hours
and a shorter work week as used
by Volkswagen.

The lay-offs will hit 6,500 of
the 95,000 workforce. This is in
addition to the 16,000 workers to
be temporanly laid off in Fiat's
Italian plants. L

Indonesia: Labour leaders
arrested on eve of strike

WT News Service: ;

Over 20 leaders of Indonesia's
biggest legal trade union were
arrested on the eve of a nationwide
strike on Friday 11 February.

The strike went ahead as
planned, however, despite the
government's repression. Accord-
ing to Dagens Nyheter, published
in Stockholm, just under one mil-"
lion workers took part in the ac-

tion.

The strike had been called to
highlight the demand for the right
to build independent labour organi-
ations, and to call for the imple-
mentation of a minimum wage. It
follows a series of wildcat strikes
in the previous weeks over wage
increase. Wages in Indonesia are
among the lowest in the region. ®
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Islamic regime backs down

after workplace protests

The news of planned changes to
the Islamic. Republic labour law
led to widespread protests in facto-
ries in Iran. The planned changes,
intended to make the existing la-
bour law even more protective of
employers' interests, were men-
tioned in Rafsanjani's second eco-
nomic plan and had been proposed
by the Planning and Budget Orga-
nisation. Following the workers'
reaction, the government quickly
withdrew the plans. -

_ As the opposition to the propos-
ed changes was building up in the
workplaces, the Islamic Councils
(government-set up bodies in the
workplaces) rushed to the scene,
warning the government of the
dangers that were awaiting them if
they went ahead with the changes.
And they called on workers to be
patient and show self-restraint.

Later, Hussain Kamali, the la-
bour minister, who, along with the
Islamic Councils, was calling
workers to.calm, called a press
conference to announce that no
changes were going to be made.

He said, "For us the main issue is-
to-save the system which unfortu-
nately has no place in the econom-
ic views of some people". With
regard to the lay-offs, he said: "If
there is no control mechanism over
the lay-offs, the security of the
system will be in trouble".
Until now the Islamic Councils
have in various ways defended the
Islamicc Republic's anti-worker
labour law which does not recog-
nise the right to organise and
strike. When the draft of the law
was changing hands in government
and Islamic Assembly corridors,
they said it was one -of the best

labour laws in the world in the

face of the criticisms of the law by
the radical tendency in the labour
movement. And now they are
alerting the Islamic regime to the
dangers of changing the labour
law.

Informing the "responsible au-
thorities" of what goes on at the
workplaces is the duty by law of
the Islamic Councils. 3

Job cuts in France

WT News Service:

The following iis a list of the state-
owned enterprises in France cur-
rently carrying out and/or planning
job cuts, acecording to a report in
Liberacion:

eAir France: with a workforce of
44,000, had planned to cut 4,000
jobs but this has been suspended.
eBull: with a workforce of 13,000,
has forecast cuts of 2,850 jobs by
the end of 1994.

eChausson: auto company with a
workforce of 3,200, is to cut 1,285
jobs; the plans to cut a further 661
jobs hdve been suspended.

oELF: with a workforce of 51,000;
the number of jobs to be cut has
not been announced.

oGIAT Industries (military): with a
workforce of 12,000, has forecast
cuts of 2,300 jobs, according to its
first plan; or, with a shorter work-
ing time, 1,600 job: losses by the
end of 1995.

eRenault: with a’ workforce  of
61,000, was to cut 2,249 jobs by
the end of 1993. . - -

oS:N.CF (F rench Rallway) with a
workforce of 189,000, 6,200 jobs
-cut in 1993 and plans for a further
7,000 in 1994.

eSNECMA (aircraft engine manu-
facturer): with a workforce of
13,000, is to cut 775 jobs by the
end of 1994.

oSNPE - (makers of explosives):
with a workforce of 4,000, is to
cut 1,076 jobs by the end of 1995.
eThomson-CSF (electronic prod-
ucts): with a workforce of 42,400,

has announced cuts of 1,200 jobs
(suspended), and plans to cut 2,300
jobs by the end of 1994.
eRhéne-Poulene (chemicals facto-
ry): with a workforce of 35,500, is
1o cut 1,000 jobs annually.
ePechiney (manufacturer of boxes
and packaging cartons): with a
workforce of 32,000; the size of
the cuts has not been announced®

General
strike
in Spain

WT News Service:

Spanish riot police clashed with
“pickets’ across the country on 27
January' during a 24-hour general
strike in protest at the govem-
ment's labour market policies. Up
to 8 million workers were reported
to have taken part.in this action
called by Spain's two main unions,
the’ General Union of Workers
(UGT) and the Workers' Commis-
sions. (CCOQ).

Clashes between workers and
police took place in Madrid and
the cities of - Burgos, Mialaga,
Zaragoza, and San Sebastian, ac-
cording to the Financial Times.
Dozens of people were reported
injured and more than 50 arrest-
ed. EE
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Which way’s German labour
movement heading?

Interview with Manfred Neugroda
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Building international labour

solidarity

Interview with Mehdi Ardi
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