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very strong free-market trend was
also behind the parliament line. It
includes people from a group,
which means change - a free-mar-
ket liberal group with some right-
wing social democrats in it... [The
parliament also includes] the dem-
ocratic left, represented by the
Party of Labour, the Socialist Party
-of Working People, and the Com-
munist Party which commands
now the support of something like

25% of the population, whether
you like it or not, being the big-
gest party in the country. Then
there is, of course, the far left rep-
resented by the Russian Commu-
nist Workers Party and the far
right represented by several Rus-
sian nationalist groups.

S.W: When you say the far left,
are you talking about Ampilov,
the head of the Workers Com-
_munist Party? -

Yes. Anyway, what I mean is that
behind the parliament you've got
everybody, i.e. the society of Rus-
sia, the totality of the society. And
of course there were also far left
and far right groups. What the
government' propaganda did and
what the Western media did, they
just picked up some people. For
example there were about, as far as

S T

I know, 40 fascists who came to
the parliament, just 40 out of about
10,000 people.

- There was a group organised by
Borgachov, called the Russian
Order, or somethmg like that,
which is basically a fascist group.
They had about 40 people; I count-
ed them. But every single Russian
and Western TV crew just concen-
trated-on these 40 guys instead of
showing ‘ the 10,000 other ‘guys:
Everybody knew that they were
very isolated in the crowd; there
were éven-clashes between them
and the others. That was not re-
ported. What was reported was that
there were fascists who came to
the parliament. Anyway you can
have fascist demonstrations of the
kind in the USA and they are legal
and these people are also quite
contented with the American con-
stitution which allows them to act
openly . In'that case, you could say
that, Well the' American constitu-

tion is based on the support of the
fascists. It is exactly the same kind
of logic.

S.W: The press here tries to say
that the -taking of the Stankino

television station was orchestrat-
cd by the fascists. Is that the
case? What do you know about
it?

I just don't want to discuss that!
The press can tell any lies. When
you don't have access to TV, don't
have access to press, you have to
shut up. In this situation of course
they can tell any lies. I just want
to say that people do not trust
these lies in Russia any more. I
think that for the propaganda min-
istry the ‘situation is getting much
worse, because people do not be-
lieve what they say. And they have
started once again to listen to Ra-
dio Liberty, for example, to pick
up the real news which is funny.
Anyway, the truth will come out.
And the Western politicians who
are just basing their policies to-
wards Russia on using deliberate
lies and .hypocrisy, they will be
punished... The Western public
opinion will face some very seri-
ous dilemmas in this situation. I
don't know what will happen to the
politicians of today when the
American public opinion finally
discovers who were the fascists
and that they supported the fascists
in Russia. I mean the American
government supported, and is sup-
porting, a dictatorship; a dictator-

mw
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ship with very strong fascist ten-
dencies.

S.W: The big question here, and
everywhere, was whether or not
in the crisis from 21st September
up until the events of October.
3rd Yeltsin could get the support
of the army? And, indeed, on the
first night it looked like he was
having to use KGB brigades and
Ministry of Interior troops rath-
er than the army. Do you think,
even though they did go with
Yeltsin, that he has- their firm
support, or is it divided? What

do you think the situation there

is, now that the army has been
brought into politics?

I think now the army is completely
‘demoralised. Because the main
military doctrine of Yeltsin, not
the one they are going to publish
but the real doctrine, is to turn the
amy from a force defending the
nation. into-an internal repressive
force. And that is the kind of re-
organisation of the army which is
going to be carried out. Especially
when they tried to weaken all the
forces which could be used for
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large-scale military operation. At
the same time, they are strengthen-
ing anti-guerrilla units which could
be used for police purposes and for
fighting internal unrests, against
revolts, and so on. And- this is the
kind of army people are used to in
Latin America and some other
Third World countries.

On the other hand, the nuhtary
top leadership is extremely corrupt,
and this is also the reason why
they are supportive of the regime.
The officers are not very support-
ive; the majority are very unhappy
about what happened. But now the
ammy is not controlled by them.
What happens later, we'll see be-
cause there is a very fast growth of
guerrilla activities in Moscow and
around Moscow. So what will be
the outcome of it and whether the
government  will- be capable of
controlling the situation militarily
[remains to be seen.]’

S.W: One of the things that the
New York Times came out with
yesterday was a report saying
that now Yeltsin must move very
rapidly toward privatisation and
wholesale implementation of his
market reforms. And, of course,

‘I think underlying this whole

crisis is his failure to make the
transition to the market. Would

silencing the opposition make
this any easier now? Will there
be people lining up buying Rus-
sian enterprises?

I just can't say. Because, anyway,
pnvatlsatlon is a total failure. No-
body is going to run the enterpris-
es. You must understand that
privatisation is about consuming
enterprises, like you consume food.
You get an enterprise for nothing.-
You-don't pay the price of enter-
prises. You don't invest any money
into -it, you just take it and then
you use it somehow and when it is
completely disinvested and dis-
organised you can close it down, if.
you want to. So in this sense it is
mostly about the liquidation of the
Russian economy. The purpose of
the reform is the liquidation of the
Russian economy. You consume
what is produced, including the
factories and the skills, and then

_you throw it away..

That is the kind of reform which

is encouraged by the IMF and that

is the kind- of development they
want. Because they do not want
Russia to have an economy. They
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want it to be a Third World coun-
try. They want it to supply some
cheap minerals, cheap resources, to
Western economies. So the lower
the living standards in Russia are,
the better; the lower the production
for the internal market is, the bet-
ter. They managed to create a de-
cline of production of up to 40%
within two years. They want to
increase it now. So if it goes on
the same way, by 1994 we'll have
a country in ruin. But the problem
is whether the government, this
regime, is going to- survive that
long.

S.W: Given this situation, has it
not been part of the impasse that
has been in force up until now,
that is, the inability of Yeltsin to
really put forward that prog-
ramme because he would have to
meet the working class head on?
Do you think that the success of
the events, I guess you could call
it a coup, means that he is now
going to confront the working
class?

The working class is extremely
demoralised. And there is a grow-

.ing working class opposition. But

it is unorganised and also there is
a lack of adequate political expres-
sion, political force. Also the un-
ions are facing a severe crisis be-
cause their structures are inade-
quate. Just yesterday the chairman
of the Russian Trade Union Feder-
ation resigned. So we are now

-going to get another leader and to
re-shape the unions, to make them

a militant and modem force. This
is a big problem, but we'll resolve

the problems. I am sure there are
peoplée who are quite determined to
restructure the unions and to re-
structure the left, and the hostility
of the working class against Yelts-
in and his regime is completely
clear.

S.W: You mentioned earlier that
most people in Russia have now
_suffered a collapse of their ideal-
ization perhaps of Western de-
mocracy by the way that West-
ern democracy viewed the events
of last week. How do you see this
in terms of the politics shaping
up in the coming months and
even years? Do you think this is
going to mean that people will
‘move to the left and are going to
become more critical, or more
demoralised?

I feel that while the government is
doing everything to remove the left

from the political scene through

administrativemeasures, politically

the left is much stronger now than
two years ago. During the crisis, 1

just saw a dramatic radicalisation
and shift towards the left among

people who originally were kind of
progressive liberals. They suddenly .
turned to socialists, to anti-imperi-

alists... So there was a very strong
radicalisation ‘of what could be
called the political intelligentsia,
the ones who really cared about

democracy. I think now we have to

‘rebuild the left, and probably it is

very important that we restart cer-

tain things from the beginning,

because we will build on a more

solid basis. =
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Rﬁssia, Yeltsin and the West

Interview with Boris Kagarlitsky

Boris Kagarlitsky is a member of the Moscow City Council
and is on the executive of the Party of Labour. During the
bloody repression of early October Boris Kagarlitsky was
arrested by the police and beaten up. Suzi Weissman talked
to him by phone on October 8 for the programme Portraits
of the Former Soviet Union on radio KPFK in Los Angeles.
‘The following is the text of the interview as kindly supplied
by radio KPFK. It is slightly abridged.

Suzi Weissman: I am Suzi
Weissman-and I have on the line
Boris Kagarlitsky in Moscow,
and Boris is, and for those of
you -who don't know, was a
member of the now disbanded
Moscow City Council, or the
Mos-Soviet. He is on the execu-
tive of the Party of Labour and

also an advisor to the Federation.

of Independent Trade Unions of
Russia.

I understand that in the morn-
ing of Sunday, between Sunday
and Monday, you were arrested.
Is that true?

Boris Kagarlitski: Yes that is
true. But before we start talking I
just want to say one thing. Don't
call me ex-deputy and don't say
that I was a deputy because no
deputies recognise that we are. ex-
deputies. The soviets were illegally
dissolved and we still think that
we represent the people as we
were elected. Nobody can strip us
of our legal status, because we
were elected, and Yeltsin cannot
turn us into ex-deputies. -

S.W: I think our listeners would
like to know what happened to
you. Why did they come to get
you? What did they do to you?
How many other people suffered
the same fate? . .

I was standing at the entrance of ...

‘District Soviet together with
Vlademier Kondratov - now the
deputy of the Moscow City Soviet
- and Alexander Segal, who was
the press secretary of the Russian
Trade Union Federation, and some
other people who just came there
together with us. We'd just finish-
ed discussing the situation with the
leadership of the District Soviet,
the local municipal body. Then
suddenly some police cars came.
Most of them were not police cars;
but ordinary cars, full of armed
people’ with bulletproof vests and
rifles. They jumped out of the cars.
Most of them just didn't have even
uniforms and some of them were
quite heavily [drunk]. They were
just shouting.

They took us and brought us to

.a police station. They never made.
any explanation, and just started
beating us a little bit. Originally it
was not so terrible; it was just
something you have to expect
when you get into a police station
- I think in most-countries of the
world, not just in Russia. When
they discovered that there were
two deputies, they started beating
even more and shouting something
like, "you want democracy, you'll
get democracy!".

Then they questioned us, mostly
about our politics - three times.
Then they said that while there
“were .no ‘charges’ against us, we

would probably go home around 8
o'clock in the moming, and that
they were not able to let us go
because of the curfew which had
just been imposed. So we stayed in
“there till the moming and expected
them to release us. But instead of
releasing us in the mormning, they
took us to another police station.
There they beat us once again and
then took us to another police sta-
tion where they accused us of
stealing a police car. They'd beaten
a confession out of the driver of
the car which brought us to the
District Soviet from the White
House, that he had stolen this car
on the order of two Moscow Sovi-
et deputies. Really he hadn't stolen
the car anyway, but that didn't
_matter.

They accused us of organising
this hijacking of the police car and
said that we'd come- there with
arms... and gunmen, etc, which
was total nonsense, because quite
a lot of people knew who we were.
But they didn't care and just want-
ed us to make a confession. That
was very much the same system
which worked, say, under Stalin,
when everything was based on
confession, including some com-
pletely absurd cases, but confirmed
by the confessions of the victims.

That is what they wanted to do.
They were beatmg us, which this
time was very serious because they
used Klashnikov [butts], handcuffs
and rubber batons. Kondrotov was
beaten by a bullet-proof vest which
is a new version in this kind of
police violence. We had no food
for 24 hours and they were threat-
ening to kill us. This was serious.
However, I think, we were treated
better than the rest of the people
who were taken by the police.
Ordinary activists were treated
much worse.

- Sometimes it was even funny.
For example, they got into trouble
trying to explain where they'd ar-
rested such and such people. They
just listed everybody as passengers
of the same car who were arrested
all together. At one point they'd
listed about 14 people as passen-
gers of a small police car! They
were completely confused about
what really had happened. Not all
the policemen were that bad; some
of them were even sympathetic-
with us. But most-of them were
horrible; like crazy people beating
and insulting.

-S.W: Did they attempt to inter-

rogate you on a serious basis?
No.

S.W: Were they just terrorising
you? Was that the idea?

Well, they were terrb'risihg" us,
beating and threatening and prom-

ising to kill us and saying that we
had to sign the confessions. They
were not really interested in inter-
rogating us or getting some infor-

-mation or anything like that.

S.W: Did you or any of the oth-
ers require medical attention?

We were not that badly beaten,
compared to the others who were
not deputies or some kind of im-
portant people as the policemen
saw it. There were people who
were very badly beaten. So we
asked for a doctor to look at two
of them. We didn't get the doctor
for them, of course.

S.W: Why do you think you
were released? And was every-
one who was arrested with you
released, or are there-still some
people being held? i

[I'll come to that in a moment.] So,
finally we managed to get the in-
formation about what was happen-
-ing outside the police station -
thanks to international solidarity
work really. Because there were
phone calls from all over the
world, people calling from Ameri-
ca, Japan, England, someone called
from the German Embassy in Mos-
cow. There were even people call-
ing from the pres1dent1al adminis-

tration of Yeltsin saying that they.

had to stop that because it was

turning into a scandal and that it

was counter-productive to keep us
there. There were also Russian
Jjournalists who called, though they
knew the situation was very bad.
Some people came to the doors of
the police station-and tried to get
there. They were -not allowed to

-get in. So they were standing fac-

ing the policemen with machine-
guns, demanding the right to see’
us. Finally they released us, they
said there were no charges, there
was nothing. They just released us.

‘We insisted, and made it a con-
dition, that everybody who had
been taken in the car had to be
released. They released everybody
except the driver, Leonid
Iloshenko, who. was accused of
stealing the car, which as far as I
know is false. He is still in prison,
and was very badly beaten up.
Later we leamed that somehow
they'd managed not to release - or
probably first release and - then
rearrest - another person, Anatoly

Shonshen, who has disappeared-

since then. Now we are trying to
help those who have not been re-
leased. That also needs internation-
al .solidarity. People who are
known are treated better, but if you
‘are not known-and don't-have in-
ﬂuentxal fnends you face a very
serious risk:
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S.W: Who do you think issued
the order for your arrest? -

I can't tell .exactly. I know this is
the system which tried to arrest all
the political figures of the opposi-
tion, all the deputies of any impor-
tance in Moscow Soviet and in the
Russian Parliament. I am not sure
that they knew who we were when
they detained us. But then they
probably informed somebody in
the police headquarters, or proba-
bly in the Moscow govemment,
and they were given some instruc-

‘tions as to what to do with us. So,

that is how the whole mechanism
works.

S.W: The information we have is
that now - there are several
banned organisations along with
the banned newspapers, and
included in those organisations
are the Party of Labour,
perhaps...

The Party of Labour's situation is
a bit funny because we are not

registered. The Ministry of Justice
refused to register us.

S.W: So because you are not
registered, you can't be banned?

Exactly. That is how it happens in
Russia!

S.W: It is an irony! Is Yeltsin
using this opportunity to mop up
all opposition to his poelicy?

Of course. Yeltsin in fact succeed-
ed in paralysing every opposition
organisation in terms of their legal
activity. Because not only all are
the daily newspapers of the oppo-
sition banned, not only are some -
the most important - of the organi-
sations of the opposition banned,
the ones which are not banned are
pushed into a situation where they
just cannot function as normal
organisations. And they will not be
allowed to participate in the elec-
tions, as far as I know. Opposition
organisations will not be included
in the list of candidates for the
elections. As far as I know, they
stopped registering political organi-
sations and lists of candidates for
the elections yesterday. By - last
night they had only two lists - both
pro-government.

S.W: So, in other words, this will-

be an election in which there will
be no opposition parties?

Yes. Supposedly, there will be
only one candidate in most constit-
uencies, or at least in some constit-
uencies. There will be either one
list or just two lists, both pro-
Yeltsin; the political forces. sup-
porting the reforms being allowed
to participate. "Supporting the re-
forms" .meaning supporting
Yeltsin, supporting the repression,
-supporting- the banmng of newspa-
pers.

S.W: If. this is going to be a
farce and not a democratically
contested -election, -what.is the
purpose of it? Is the election

‘being held for Western consump-
tion? Is it so that they can con-
‘tinue to get credits from the

West?

I think that is the only one purpose
of it. It is just a show to enable
people . like Clinton to continue
naming this dictatorship a perfect
democracy. It is very interesting,
because people quite well. know
what were the elections, say, in
South Korea under the dictatorship,
or in-Brazil, or-in South Africa,

etc. Everybody knows that you
could have elections imder dicta-
torship, without allowing any com-
petition, any opposition.” In the
Soviet Union we had elections. At
the same time Western politicians
like Clinton just pretend that they
are so naive as not to know that. It
is total hypocrisy. One of the main
lessons of the events of Septem-
ber-October in Russia is that we
have leamnt about the total moral
collapse of the Western ‘political
elite. And you know that people
like me, we never had extreme

“illusions about the West and about

Western democracies. But even for
us it was kind of striking how
hypocritical and how undemocratic
basically Western leadership is. 1

-think it is something to be dis-

cussed by the Western public, be-
cause I think it is for the first time,
at least in the history  know, that
Western leaderships not only sup-
port a dictatorship, not only sup-
port a coup d'etat - which is some-
thing which happened very often -
but support it . publicly, making
statements about it, calling it a
democracy. Well, they supported
Pinochet, they supported South
Africa, they supported the South:
Korean dictatorship. But at least
they never called that democracy,
at least they were not making pub-
lic statements about Pinochet's
coup being a step forward towards
democracy in Chile. This time they
are so hypocritical as to name that
a step forward to democracy. Ban-
ning the newspapers, banning the
opposition, repressing people, ar-
resting about 3,000 people as far
as I know, up to now - all that is
called a tremendous progress to-
wards democracy. So we will nev-
er forget and never forgive that. I
assure you. Even people who have
not been socialists (not even social
democrats) in newspapers like
Novo... which is a fairly liberal
newspaper, in the good sense of
the word, even they say that there
is a tremendous frustration with
the West in Russia and a tremen-
dous bitterness, that people feel
that they were betrayed, that the
West is against any democratic
progress in Russia, and that this
will not be forgotten or forgiven
for generations.

S.W: T am glad that you are
making that statement so strong.
Most people, the more progres-

‘sive, in the United States have

been horrified by the hypocrisy
of Clinton and, of course, of oth--
er Western governments too.

‘Clinton said that not only does

he support Yeltsin but in a simi-
lar situation he would do the
same thing. And of course that
was quite a shock for people...
One of the ways they have
been able to get away with it

-here is to paint a picture of Rus-

sia being made up of democrats
who support Yeltsin and every-
‘one else being Communist hard-
liners or fascist hard-liners, and
that.there is nothing in between.

And it is very difficult to get
through when the entire Western
press goes along with this image.
I'd like for you to try to give us
some idea of the constellation of
forces as they exist and who was
active in this whole process of
September-and October? ;

The parliament in Russia, the par-
liamentary. side, just represented
the society - the whole of society.
And, of course, it included left-
wing and right-wing extremists. It
includes liberals, quite a lot of pro-
Western liberals, even a-lot of
free-marketeers. [It includes]. a
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IN BRIEF

Germany

BThe German Volks Wagen has
threatened the VW workers either
to accept a four-day week with
wage cuts or a 30 per cent reduc-
tion inthe workforce! The compa-
ny said it needs 103,000 workers
in 1994 and only 72,000 by the
end of 1995. :

®More than 100,000 building
workers converged on Bonn on
October 28 in protest against the
social spending cuts intended by
the govemment. The workers
denounced the plans to cancel the
"bad weather" money which is
paid as an altemative to unem-
ployment benefit in the winter
months.

Spain
Unions in Spain have called for
nationwide demonstrations on

November 25 in protest against the
govemment's. economic policies.
The ' govenment is trying to
negotiate a.so-called social pact
with the unions to worsen the
labour law and keep wages below
the inflation rate.

israel

Thousands of angry workers from
Israel Aircraft Industries blocked
runways and stopped flights at Tel
Aviv intemational. airport on
October 21 in protest against a
government plan to cut 4,000 jobs
and reduce wages by 15%.

Italy

A four-hour general strike on
October 28 by Italian workers .in
protest against the 1994 austerity
budget brought much of industry,
banks and public services to a
standstill. Demonstrations were
held in all the major cities.

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge
your union branches to
take up subscriptions.
"YOU CAN support us =
financially and ask your
unions to make donations
to Worker Today out of
their assistance funds.
YOU CAN help distribute
Worker Today in your
area, -

YOU CAN give us
technical assistance, e.g.
computer hardware and
software to speed up and
improve our work.

YOU CAN send books and
Journals to Worker Today
Book Club. wfl
YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports.

YOU CAN introduce
Worker Today to
colleagues and comrades.
YOU CAN tell us your
views and suggestions
about the paper.

With the massacre of Parliament's defenders,

Western democracy takes hold in Russia!

Russia is moving towards setting
up a Westemn-style democracy.
There should be no doubt about
that. It is only such a system that
reassures Western capital of ‘the
nature of a future Russia and of
the position it is seeking in the
post-Cold War world. And Russia
today needs the West to have this
peace of mind - if it is to survive
economically. For the people in
Russia this is so obvious that, de-
spite their hatred of the market and
even of Yeltsin himself, in the
final analysis they are not prepared
to try another way and another fac-
tion; so obvious that the army, in
an unprecedented operation, is
driven into massacring hundreds of
Russian- citizens whose slogans.
probably have a wide sympathy.
within the army itself. :
But if anyone has identified the
prospect of Western democracy in
Russia with a liberalization of the
Russian political climate, and is
now baffled by the savagery of the
Yeltsin coup - and this includes a
a large spectrum of left-liberals
and dim-witted intellectuals, espe-
cially outside of Russia - has only
his/her own illusions to blame.

Air France

WT News Service:
Striking workers at Air France

- won a major victory after forcing

the government to take back its
plans to cut the jobs of 4,000
workers by the end of next year.
The chairman of Air France and
chairman of -Air -Inter both re-
signed after the withdrawal of the
plan. The plan also included cuts
in overtime pay. and bonuses.

The government's back down
came as the strike by. ground staff,
in its second week, was due to be
joined by pilots and cabin staff and
by unions at Paris airport authority

Wave of job

"WT News Service:

The wave of factory shutdowns
and lay-offs is continuing in Iran.
In the past few issues of WT we
have reported on the job cuts in
the various industries. Some of the
reports below have also appeared
in the state press.

®The Workers of Ahvaz Housing
Construction, of the Melli Group
and of Khuzestan Sack Manufac-
ture are to lose their jobs under
what is described as "moderation
in the workforce of industries".
®Neka Plastics, with 60 workers,
in the northemn province of Mazan-
daran shut down in August
because of shortage: of foreign
currency.

WAfter the laying off of 90 work-
ers of Ray Leather Manufacture
the workers on 11 September held
a protest gathering in front of the
local labour ministry. Since then
the ministry has ruled in favour of
the workers' reinstatement, Never:

In the largest part of its history
and right now in most countries of
the world, democracy. has this
present Russian meaning and ap-
plication. In Western democracies
the ruling class's tolerance of any
manifestation of civil liberties and
human rights is directly related to
capital's functioning and profit-
making. The world of Western
democracy is the world of manda-
tory -elections, of governments of
secret-police and military organisa-
tions, of bootlicker and. pro-estab-
lishment mass media, of atomized,
despondent and downtrodden citi-
zens. One should look at Turkey,
Korea, Japan, the whole of Latin
America, Central and Southem
Europe, even at Western Europe
and the USA themselves, and at
the political consequences of the
economic recession in these coun-
tries. The market capitalism in
Russia is to be built upon the
crushed bones of the Russian wor-
king class.-The Yeltsin coup laid
the foundation stone of the only
realistic model of Western democ-
racy in Russia, and for this very
reason, as a triumph of democracy,
received the unsparing support of

strike wins

and at Air Inter - according to the
Financial Times. On October 21st
riot police moved in to block pro-
testing workers from runways at
the two main airports in Paris.
Striking ground staff blocked many
of the roads to the airports for
several hours. A number of Air
France workers were reported hurt
in clashes with riot police. - ,
Ground staff at Orly airport said
they would seek written guarantees
that there would be no forced job
cuts in a new plan which the gov-
emment said it-will negotiate with
unions over the next 3 months, ®

cuts in Iran

theless the plant management still
refuses to allow the workers to go
back to work, despite their assem-
bling at the factory gates every
day. ’
®80 of the 130 workers of Shahid
Bahonar Industrial Complex have
been sacked. The management
blamed the lay-offs on outstanding
bank debts and worn-out machin-
ery.

mNaazpoosh clothing factory in
the Caspian- Sea port of Bandar
Anzali has stopped producing since
23 September due to lack of raw
materials. The 270 workers of the
plant who are being laid off are
holding protest gatherings in the
factory premises on a daily basis.
Also the wages for the past few
months have still not been paid.
The plant belongs to the National
Industry Organisation.

®The 285 workers of Lorestan
Leather and Hide factory lost their
jobs following the plant's closure
in-September. =

all the governments and of the
entire political élite of the West.
The democracy in Russia is not
moving towards the liberal model
of the West-European countries.

On the contrary, with the recession

and crisis that has engulfed the
Western world, it may well be that
Russia today provides the i mage of

the future of Western democracy
in Europe. =

Translated from the editorial
column of International, paper of
the Worker-communist Party of
Iran, double issue 8&9, Oct 93.
The editor of International is
Mansoor Hekmat,

On Israel-PLO peace deal

The significance of the Middle

East peace plan does not lie in the
fact that it solves the national
question of the Palestinian people.
The present plan makes no such
claims, and in concrete tetms does-
n't give the Palestinians much;
Also, the negotiations regarding a
lasting situation and the formation
of an independent Palestinian state
in the West Bank and the Gaza'
Strip do not immediately put an
end to the inferior status of Pales-
tinians in Israel and .the region as
a whole; nor will they lead to an
end to national protest from the
standpoint of the oppression suf-
fered by the Palestinians. A Pales-
tinian state and a Palestinian na-
tional question can exist side by
side for a long time.

What makes this plan significant
is that it reduces the Palestinian
national question to its actual polit-
ical dimensions. It frees it of all
that regional and global implica-
tion and significance that the inore
fundamental confrontations - the
Cold War and the Arab-Israeli
conflict - had inevitably given it.

In this sense, the national question

can now be solved, it can become
secondary, and - most important
for the working class and working
people of the region - it can be-
come overshadowed by the more

"_important political realities - like

the fact that even without the Pal-

estinian question, Israel will still
be a tribal-racial regime that must
be liberated and changed by the
class forces in Israel, that the
despotic and reactionary Arab and
Islamic states have not only no
kinship with the oppressed people
in the region but that for long they
had turned the Palestinian question
and the privation and oppression
suffered by the Palestinian masses
into a political business and a
means of preserving their domina-
tion, that freedom and welfare can
be won not through “"one's own
government” and "national libera-
tion" but through social revolution-
and the liberation of Man from
class system.

The outcome of the current pro-
cess may well be something other
than the solution of the Palestinian
question. But the very fact that the
issue has been entrusted to a politi-
cal channel and to the direct nego-
tiation of the involved parties, at
least frees the working class and
socialists in the region from the
straitjacket of ‘the “Palestinian
question”.

Translated from the editorial
column of International, paper of
the Worker-communist Party of
Iran, double issue 8&9, Oct 93,
The editor of International is
Mansoor Hekmat.

h
Russia, Yeltsin and the West

Interview with-Boris Kagarlitsky p.16




