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buy these cards. But it is the Yak-
uza who pockets the bulk of the
profits. Except for hashish, there
wasn’t any dealing in the heavy
‘drugs. I-don’t see a big problem.
here, and I think it is blown up.
The people used by the Yakuza
said to-me that if they found a
decent job they . would
mediately take it. They don’t do
this business willingly, but are
controlled. I met a truck driver
who had been forced- by the Yak-
uza people to transport guns. He
used to freight goods like fruits

and vegetables to foreign countries
and was a-suitable candidate for
such a job. But he refused and was
threatened to death. So he ran
away and changed his workplace.

Yakuza puts pressure on people to
do these jobs. But the number of
individual Iranians doing this job
is less than 1% of all the Iranians.
The majority of the Iranians you
talk to, say that they want to stop
these kind of things. They say they
want to do the checking themsel-
ves, and, if possible, officially

organise themselves, and elect a

spokesperson, etc. They say they
can bring such things under con-
trol..

Restructuring

Iranian

capitalism...

From page 16
exerts on domestic products, to
drive Iranian industries towards
sustained profitability. -In general,
the survival and success of domes-
tic industries depends on to what
extent they can cut down on
production costs and produce the
goods available on the world
market at a price lower than the
world pnce Again generally, there
are various ways of reducing
production costs, the most effec-
tive of which is to employ higher
technology. But in Iran’s present
situation, Iranian industries are
least prepared to adapt themselves
to the new conditions, since both
for political reasons, and economi-
cally, Iranian industries cannot
pursue a long-term, or even a me-
dium-term, strategy to reach this
goal. The disorganised political
situation, accompanied by the
seasonal outbursts of the religious
extremists, mean that there is no
assurance for the continuation of
long-term -strategies. The disor-
ganised economic ‘situation too
leaves no possibility. of rational
accounting for the long term. In
the last ten years Iranian capita-
lists have pocketed - enormous
ptoﬁts just by utilising -the small
openings which emerge in the
chaotic situation of Iran, and they
continue to consider this a surer
way of making profits. All these
make the complete realisation of
the regime’s new economic policy
uncertain. At any rate, these fac-
tors have not stopped the practical
implementation of the new-policy,
and the economic about-turn has
begun since the start of the new
year.

Under these circumstances, the
confrontation of Iranian capita-
lists with the pressure of inter-
national competition drives them
to make the reduction in produc-

im-.

Of course, the issue of mid-
dlemen ‘should be separated
from these other offences. For
example, like that dealer who
you said took thc money and
ran away...

The guy who gave the money
doesn’t even have a room to sleep
in now, and sleeps in a tent.

This very act of appearing as a
dealer and . then .taking their
money means participating in
their exploitation.

There are always people who do
such - things. But, on the other
hand, those who are looking for
work don’t need these middlemen.
This system is not very useful any
more; so even the middlemen are
now out of work!

Such functions could be or-
ganised in the framework of
cooperatives. -

Yes, that is a useful possibility.
I don’t have a specific ques-

tion. You were-there only for a
‘few weeks, and you had both

good and bad experiences. For

example, what was that quarrel
in the film about?

It is a good question. I put
together my camera system very

tion costs in the short run, and
through reduction in "labour
costs", ie. by cutting wages,
increasing the working hours and
raising the intensity of work.

‘The mass lay-offs are one of the-

first results of the new economic-

policy. For the Iranian capitalists .

“reduction of production costs"
immediately means making fewer
workers produce the same volume
of production and to fire the rest -
something which the heads of the
Islamic Republic regime shame-
lessly call "moderation in work-
force". Furthermore, -some in-
dustrial sectors will not survive the
foreign competition, their capitals
will be shifted to other sectors and
many enterprises will be shut
down. (The  Islamic Republic
government calls this "compulsory
relocation of workforce", without
saying that the workers of many-
of the shut-down plants will not

find work in the other sectors.) . -

What we said applies in'the first
place to the private sector in-
dustries. In the state-owned sector
the situation is even worse, since a
complementary part of the new
economic policy is the sale of state
industries to the private sector.
But which capitalist in the private
sector would be prepared to buy
state-owned industries under the
present conditions without being
one hundred percent sure of their
future survival and profitability in
face of foreign competition. It is
for this reason that the govern-
ment’s sale of industries means
that the state itself must in the
shortest time possible cut their
costs until there is no doubt about
their future profitability, and they
are attractive enough to the
private sector... The reduction of
costs in-the state industries means
lay-offs and wage cuts much more

“than in the private industries, since

the state is by no means prepared
to make profitable the plants that
it wants to sell through investment
and improved-technology.
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hastily. You see, in Japan they
have a different filming system.
My own small camera system is
very inconspicuous and in all
weighs only 1.5 kilograms. My
Japanese friends said that I should
leave those facilities behind be-
cause there, in Japan, they have.a
much better system and- that they
have made a lot of technical prog-
ress. Once I got there I saw that
they ‘had nothing, and we first of

all had to.build something out of a.
shoulder bag, which did not turn -

out to be any good; it was too blg
and the lens had been very badly
concealed behind the bag’s label.
Working with this bag was very
dangerous, because anyone who
distributes hashish ~or forged
phone cards has “some “watch-
guards who are on constant look-
out to see where the danger comes
from. They briskly -inspect - the
surroundings and take notice of
everything. -Although I am ex-
perienced in -moving without
arousing attention and in ‘making
myself ‘invisible’, I was very qui-
ckly spotted in the centre of the
park. When I turned my bag
sharply towards the phone card,
one of the Yakuza watchmen
noticed it. Physically, I am not in
a condition to run quickly, but I
stay wheré I am and ‘make slow
movements. In such : situations,
very nasty things can happen to
you. So the secret was out, and
people connected to the Yakuza
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“Workers against the state
and capitalists

The mass job cuts will no doubt

lead to workers® resistance and
protest. The private sector capita- -
lists are trying to present the sack-

ings as only the result of the
government’s policy, as if it is not
they who, instead of cutting down
on their own profits, decide to
reduce the "labour costs" and fire
the workers. The concern of the
industries .unable to compete with
foreign products is that workers’
reaction should prevent them from
changing the productlon line and
smoothly moving their capitals to
other industrial sectors. In aletter
to the government, the textile em-
ployers expressed their concerns
over workers losing their jobs! But
the capitalists. have not turned
worker sympathlzers overmght

These ‘are the Iranian bourgeoi-
sie’s crocodile tears. The situation
of the Islamic Councils with re-
gard to the new economic policy is
even more noteworthy: on the one
hand the Labour House (centre

for the government-set up Islamic

Councils and Islamic Societies)
issues a resolution on May Day in
support of the President; on the
other hand, it expresses concerns
over the lay-offs! .

_ All these indicate that the Iran-
ian working class is confronting
the state and capitalists alone. The
new wave of job cuts is a prelude
to 4 class attack against the work-
ers'in a new economic era in Ira-
nian history. Omly by. demands
which unite the whole class can
the workers. stand up to this at-
tack. The practical implemen-
tation of the government’s new

_economic policy specifically stres-

ses the significance of two impor-
tant slogans of the Iranian work-
ing class: unemployment benefit
for everyone ready for work, and
wage increases in line with infla-
tion. =
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were there. They thought I was
probably a police informer. Then
a wave of angry crowd came
towards me and I was driven as

far back as’ the doorway of a’
house, and there if I hadn’t shout-

ed for help I may have been badly
smashed up. -

Were you beaten up?

I took a few blows. Then again,
even I can take a few punches! For
me it was a lucky escape, but my
Persian translator * was bad]y
beaten up. He was kicked-and got
some fractures. I saw him the next
day with a medical néck support,
all bandaged up. . g

‘Had he tried to help you?

No. But they thought he was with
me. He too had luck, because just
when one of the attackers was
taking out a knife to slash his face,

‘a bike-mounted police arrived and

he was saved.
How did you escape?

Just pure luck! We two were push-
ed in two different directions.
While I was going backward, I
kept telling them that I wanted to
talk to them. I knew a little Eng-
lish and was telling them, ‘I am
not your enemy, I am a journalist
and want to talk to you’, and

“asked for their trust, until we got
to a dark passageway. Then I

shouted and called for help. If the
Japanese shopkeepers had not
come to my help, those initial
blows that I got would have got
much harder. They wanted to take
my bag containing the camera.
The shopkeepers, and some of the
Iranians theére, were saying, let
him go. These were the same

people that I had talked to in the
days before and knew that the
questions that I had asked were
about the condition of immigrant
workers and were not the type the
police asks.

The next weekend we were in
another park, Yoyugi park, where
there were two to three thousand
Iranians. In such a big park my
Persian translator friend and I by
sheer bad luck ended up in a cor-
ner of the park where we bumped
to the same person’ ‘who had notic-
ed my camera the last time! I.went
towards him and said, ‘Young
man do you now regret what you
did? We -are not after .you.’ He
quickly looked at my bag, but
fortunately I didn’t ~have the
camera with me. After that we had
a very constructive talk together,
but we had barely got going when
a few of the Yakuza people started
talking to the guy and began com-
ing after us. They followed my
translator. frlend until the subway.
Only by going into a police station
did he finally get away.

I have no more questions. 1

only wish to express a hope

here. You made this report

about the condition of Iranian

immigrant workers in Japan.

You know that in Iran too
there arc a large number of
immigrant and exiled workers, -
particularly from Afghanistan.

‘A much worse situation than

what you have reported about

the Iranian immigrant workers

in Japan, exists for the Afghan

workers in Iran. I hope that

one day we can also talk

together about the situation of
these workers.

I hope we can meet again and
have a discussion. . L
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would not bring in their own poli-
tical positions and did not want to
make propaganda, because they
wanted to keep in the gatherings
even those who were supportive of
the regime. There were some who
either through ignorance or just
instinctively approved of the
regime or downplayed its evils. I
never could tell if somebody was
giving me a tactical, or an honest,
reply. (I am talking about those
who approved of the regime.) But
T always noticed  that there also
was fear and caution.

You noticed ‘this?

You could sense it very distinctly.

When I ask someone, What are
the conditions like in Iranian
prisons?, and then a man, who is
educated and an intellectual and
not at all uninformed, answers:
“The conditions in our prisons are
ideal; our prisons are social insti-
tutions which are not for revenge
but places where people get educa-
ted, and, after their prison terms,

are released as completely equal
members of society’. T ask him if
he has heard anything about tor-
ture, if he has read the Amnesty’s
reports about how people are bru-
tally tortured. He says, ‘No, these

are all propaganda’. But ‘when he.

was answering I noticed that it
was as if he was reading out from
an official text. He wanted to re-
turn to Iran and was afraid, since
his family was still there. That is
why he gave me this official reply.
I could feel all this. -

You told me before, that the
Iranian immigrants in Japan
follow the condition of the
immigrants in Europe. You
mean they are concerned about
the situation of the Iranmian
immigrants in Europe and the
Islamic Republic’s assas-
sination squads abroad? -

Yes. I was surprised that many of
them had relatives and friends in
Sweden, Germany and France.
For the immigrant workers and
their families national borders do
not matter any more..Everybody
has got someone somewhere - for
‘example, in Germany and in
France and who now think of
themselves as Germans and
French. Somebody told me that
his uncle lives in a street near our
house in KoIn! It really is a small
world! ;

They have contacts by letter with
the Iranian immigrants in Europe.
Visiting ‘is not possible, but they
keep in touch by letter. I see this
as a glimmer of hope in these dark
days; that through such bridges

the narrow national limitations
are abandoned and steadily an
internationalism grows which
respects the - positive sides of the
different cultures and which tries
to overcome the negative, repul-
sive and oppressive aspects of the
different systems.. -

The continuation of such con-
tacts, and life in immigration,
make the children and grand-
children of the first generation of
immigrant workers, who are fami-
liar with both cultures, to discover
and absorb the positive sides of
each culture. At the same time,
they see more clearly the oppres-
sive and backward side of their
own culture and the inhuman
aspect of the new culture and try
to overcome both. I think it is here
that something new can flourish; a

new culture for a new society. I see
in these people the germs of a
more human and a more just inte-
rnational society, forming a global
conscience; a bit utopian.

As far as I know, the Iranian
immigrants in Japan are mainly
single people who have come to
Japan alone to work for a few

months, or may be a few years,

make some money, and go back
- like the Turkish immigrants
in the early days of their im-
migration. What happens to
the question of integration in
this context?

The situation is precisely .as you
say. But after being away for a few
years the situation changes. For
many of those who stay for a long
time, there comes a point of no
return. In Germany the Turkish
and Italian immigrant workers sat
for many years by their packed
suitcases and said they would go
back the next year or after a few
years when they had made enough
savings. PR

But many of those who returned-

saw that somebody else had taken
their place and that they could not
rebuild alife. When they arrived in
villages which had been deserted,
with only the old people remain-
ing, they realised -that their dreams

had vanished, and so they came.

back here. But then they returned
to worse conditions, since they
had either accepted severance pay,
and so had no job to return to; or
they had invested their money in a
small shop which in most cases
had failed. So today I don’t think
they dream so much of going
back, and. try to scrape together a
living here. But with the growing

_violence in Germany, many have

once again started thinking . that
they should go back one day, that
they can’t take it any more, and
that living here is getting danger-
ous. Some have even started tak-
ing their names off their front
doors. I know Turks in German-

inhabited districts who don’t have

their names on the doors any more
- because they are afraid.

I have heard from insurance
companies that they are not in-
suring Turkish ‘homes because
they say it is too risky. It is true
that in Japan most [of the Iranian
immigrants] now want to go back
and say that they’ll only stay for a
few years and then go back, but
most of them have not as yet
saved enough money. The costs in
Japan are very - high.. Food and
housing are two to three times
more expensive than Germany.

For example, .they pay 1,000’

marks in rent for a 15 to 20m?
room! Housing has become an
exorbitant commodity, even for
the Japanese... '

So it is understandable that the

immigrants there want to
save... :
Yes. Absolutely. Their money

runs out very quickly because it is
taken away from them in different
ways, and when they want to go
back nothing is left. Or if they
have some savings but lose their
jobs, then they need this saving for
their own expenses. I also heard
that an Iranian youth had given
his last savings (of between 3,000
to 4,000 marks) to a dealer in ex-
change for the promise of a one-
year job. But the dealer had then
disappeared. He lost his savings
and didn’t have a job either. Such
things happen.
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I will return to this function of
the dealers and middlemen. But
first let me ask you another
question. You talked about a
promising ~ internationalist
orientation ~among .thc im-
migrants.

1 experienced this in Japan. There.
I met what I have found lacking
here; a grand discipline and broad-
mindedness. They made a_good
impression on me. We have be-
come friends, and I hope we can
meet again. We exchange letters.

A more specific question in this
regard. Do thesc. workers -fol-
fow the political developments
among the Iranians in Europe,
including the regime’s assas-
sination of its opponents
abroad?

Yes. There is this fear that one day
such things might also happen in

Japan. They still feel safe, but they-

follow these developments very
closely.

In the film you say the Japan-
cse arc ‘more Japanese’ than
the Germans ‘are German’.
Could you elaborate on that?

The Japanese society is more
homogeneous. Being an island,
and the cultural continuity over
the centuries, has contributed to
this. The Japanese are more united
in many areas. They quickly com-
promise. They call this "constru-
ctive relation"; I call it a "deca-
dent peace". It is the reverse of
Israel. -

I was a guest in Israel for a
while. There, when you talk to

three Israelis. you hear five differ-

ent viewpoints! It is an amalgam
of the whole world; a mixture of
ideas. Japan is completely the

opposite. There is apparently a

universal convergence of views.
This is not good for a society. A
society which unites on the basis
of a small common denominator
and covers up the rest, will mark
time. A fermentation process and
the idealist aspects are lacking,
and this is very conspicuous. It
may ‘be they just don’t show it in

front of the foreigners; it may be.
that because of misunderstanding
their. national pride they don’t
want to show their conflicts to
others, and that they discuss. them

among themselves. But I don’t.
really think so. The politeness and
-self-sacrifice among themselves are

so strong that they downplay their’
conflicts and put them aside. In
the Japanese educational system
the worst thing is to voice op-
position. To express opposition as
an - individual is tantamount to
becoming isolated from the group.
But I believe that [the voicing of

differences] is an important factor

in building a new society. I think
the expression of every opposition

should be encouraged. 1 have
heard that this happens inside the
firms. They are now disassembling

the hierarchy in the firms, so that
even the lowest-ranking worker
can have the chance of disagreeing
with the highest-ranking manager.

This is a new framework, but is
not yet observable in the society at
large.

In such a society it must be
much more difficult to talk
about integration of foreigners
than for example in Germany.

Generally speaking, yes. But, on
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the other hand, right now I am
getting letters from sellers, work-
ers and students, that the discus-
sions that I initiated are very im-°
portant and that all this time they
have thought of, and have been
concerned about, the humiliation
that people are subjected to. I
have the impression that the Japa-
nese are more blameless. Now that
the discussion has been opened,
some people are coming forward
and saying, Well here you have a

foreigner who has also studied the

situation in.his own country from
a critical standpoint, and so if he
says something [about our society]
he is right and has the right to say
it; his doesn’t mean to attack us as
Japanese, he doesn’t say heis from
a. superior society, but he has a
valid criticism. _

I think this is interesting.
Another thing is that the NHK
national TV showed the film with-
out any attempt to censor it. I was
surprised, because in the film I'had
said some of the things very open-
ly and sharply, and I thought that
they would want to censor it and,
for example, say, no we can’t show
these bits, they won’t allow us. But

‘they showed the film without

making it any milder. or cutting
out'some words.

But this was not what happened
in Germany. It has not yet been
possible to show the film Ganz
Unten on the first channel of the
national TV, though it has receiv-
ed awards from the film evalua-
tion institution as a "particularly
valuable" film. And it has received
the British Award from the British
Academy. The film has been
shown on the national networks of
14 countries. But we did not suc-
ceed in Germany because party
chiefs stopped it. Those states in
Germany where the Christian
Democrats are in power, and
Bayern, said that the film was not

‘balanced enough’ and so they.

could not show it. That’s why I
was surprised when this happened
in Japan and also initiated a
debate. The interesting point is
that the showing of the film in
Japan coincided with the immi-
nent collapse of the main ruling
party in Japan, coming at a time
when critical voices had been rais-

..ed. It was as if a small atom was

announcing its existence, a frac-
tion of themselves saying that we
have to face up to these things..

I can imagine that without
these domestic issues...

Yes, it would have been impos-
sible.

What “was the impact of the
film on the public?

The head of this section of the TV
wrote to me that they had never
had such a powerful response to
their ‘programmes from the view-
ers. He said that the phones had
kept ringing for hours, and view-
points, for and against ‘the issue,
had kept coming in. Ten million
people saw the film, though I must
say that the film itself is only a
modest attempt. I was there only
for a short time and could not
work as much as I would have
liked. And compared with the
Ganz Unten which was based on
my experiences in Germany over a
two-year period, this film is only a
modest contribution, an enquiry,
an attempt. But the fact that it,
nevertheless, made such an impact
shows how the issue itself had

-

“among the families

until then been left out of public
discussions and debates. It genera-
ted a powerful response, and ac-
cording to my Iranian friends it

‘also eased their situation a little.

Those who saw the film were af-
fected by it and some even felt
ashamed. ’

Hopefully it can relieve the
situation of -other immigrants
too.’

The point is that from the im-
migrants® point of view their prob-
lems-have been posed in an offen-
sive light. Before, they used to say,
No, no, we are not smugglers, we
are not criminals, we don’t use
violence... It was always like that;
the reaction was defensive. Now
all of a sudden there was an offen-
sive which targeted the Japanese
socicty and the Japanese govern-
ment for their toleration of viola-
tion of human rights; for their:
supporting the abuse, let alone

- stopping it.-

The issuc of dealing in drugs,
forging of phone cards and
petty crimes, and the business
of job middlemen, carried out
by some of the Iranians them-
selves - clearly these are ugly
things. Don’t the immigrants
themselves deal with such
problems? Don’t they try to
find ways of. fighting them so
that the immigrants as a whole
would not be presented. as
being responsible for them?

Such things are quite isolated.
More isolated than Germany
where, it should be said, there is a
Turkish and Kurdish drugs mafia
which deals in the heaviest stuff,
i.e. heroine. In such cases I too am
in favour of quick deportation.
There [in Japan] they are also a
minority, but it is more in the
form of hashish dealings - and not
the heavier stuff - and phone
cards’ forgery by some of the Iran-
ians.

Here in Germany there is really
a heroine mafia. My own resear-
ches showed that it is the Turkish
state officials, Turkish military
men, and Turkish diplomats who

on the largest scale distribute
“heroine and other drugs here, and

there is ‘also a Kurdish mafia
which does these things indepen-
dently, behind which stands the
P.K.K. In Japan it is not the Iran-
ians who organise these things; it
is, rather, the criminal Yakuza
organisation which runs every-
thing and which uses those who'
have been unemployed for a long
time for this purpose. In some
cases it ‘even forces people to do
these things. These people don’t
do such business - by their own
responsibility and direction. They
don’t even get a percentage share
but get a daily wage (something
like 100 marks a day) to do this
business, essentially the phone
cards. I don’t think of this phone
cards’ business as something ugly.
I am not sure it harms anyone. It
makes contacts somewhat easier
and - also
among the immigrants themselves.
And it is the immigrants who are
the main buyers. In this way they
too get a chance to talk to their
families and children for 10 to 20
minutes. I took the opportunity
and bought a few of these cards
which cost only 10% of the normal
price. There is no real harm done
here. It is rare for the Japanese to
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People’s worth today is

equal to their daily wage

Giinter Wallraff talks to Worker
Today about his latest film on
immigrant workers in Japan

Final Part

Giinter Wallraff, famous critic, author, film maker and journalist
from Germany, has recently made a film about Iranian immig-
rant workers in Japan, where it has already been shown on the -
national TV, and seen by over 10 million viewers.

This is, of course, not Wallraff’s first work in depicting the
inhuman conditions under which the immigrant workers are
living, and certainly not his most comprehensive. Wallraff’s fame
is most due to the startling report that he published in 1986 on
the condition of Turkish workers in Germany. The Lowest of the
Low, as the book is called, is an account of two years of his life
as a Turkish worker (Ali) in Germany. The book has been trans-
lated into more than 30 languages and published in millions of
copies. The film version is based on films taken in secret over this
two-year period. Lowest of the Low is Wallraff’s indictment
against the inhuman conditions in German society.

Some years earlier, in the role of a journalist for the daily Bild,
Wallraff had published a shocking account of the methods of
falsifications and deception used by the Bild The publication of
the book had serious consequences for the paper and led toa
substantial reduction in its circulation. ‘

Wallraff has not stopped at the criticism of German society.
In the days of the military coup in Greece he was involved in a
protest action in front of the Greek Parliament against the rep-
ression. That cost him 14 months in prison.

Giinter Wallraff’s efforts of social criticism have earncd him
many friends; but also many enemies. He has been the target of
numerous threats by fascists in Germany. At the same time he
has enjoyed the friendship and affection of countless‘workihg

men and -women.

Worker - Today: You talked
about the existence of some
forms of organisation. among
the Iranian immigrant workers
for cooperation -
running language classes. Are
there any other specific or-
ganisational examples among
other nationalities, not only for
mutual assistance and friend-
ship but also for exerting a
social and political influence?

Giinter Wallraff: Unfortunately
there aren’t any. The fact that
most immigrant workers are too
scattered among their own nation-
al political groupings, and so do
not pay any attention to their
common interests, is, I think, the
biggest problem - not just in
Japan, but also in other countries,
including Germany. If here in

such as

- Bahman Shaﬁgh

Germany there was a general
organisation of immigrant work-
ers, irrespective of nationality,
religions inclination and party-
political -orientation, -which
defended their interests consis-
tently and non-violently (If it was
up to me, like Gandhi, i.e. as far
as massive peaceful rallies. For
example, something which should
have taken place here a long time
ago would be a general strike by
immigrant workers - even if for
half a day - after the racist mur-
ders and attacks.), then even the
last German would see how the
whole society and economy are
dependent on the foreigners here.
That such a thing does not happen
is, I believe, the result of confusion
and a loss of solidarity. In Ger-
many, there is dissension among
the Turkish organisations. And

WORKER T0DAY

who benefits? It is the reactionary
forces who benefit, and who say,
‘well we always said this [would
happen}; acivil-war like situation’.
I think a general organisation of
immigrant workers should be built
across Europe. Capital has ‘for

long created this, and is already

international. . They have their

bastions of power beyond the

borders which defend their intere-
sts. For capital, borders are not a
big problem. But the workers’
movement is still far too tied up in
small groups, in nationalism, in
petty issues. This should be dealt
with, and the immigrant workers
themselves should deal with it. It
cannot be done by Germans ac-
ting as guardians.

That immigrant workers should
stage a general strike of their
own is debatable. But there is
also something a labour move-
ment in these places; there are
tradc unions in Germany, and
also in Japan. Do immigrant
workers in Japan go to the uni-
ons and say, we too are work-
crs here, thesc are our con-
ditions, give us assistance? Do
immigrants put such pressure
on the unions?

The Japanese trade unions are

toothless and emasculated tigers -
which have been very quickly tam-

ed. The harness of big capital has
been put around their necks and
they are allied with big capital.
Essentlally they are ineffective.
They sign company-w1de contracts
and so are dependent on the com-

pany in question. They take no

general initiatives and have no
ideas for the illegal immigrants
there. This situation in Japan is an
extreme one. In Germany too
there is this problem, but at least
within the framework of the uni-
ons there are forces who pay much
attention to the interests of their
foreign colleagues. It is in the
trade unions® youth organisations
that S.0.S-Racism has had, and
still has, its support. But unfor-
tunately only in the youth- or-
ganisation of the unions. The que-
stion is, why not in the whole
body of the trade union?

It was a very big step forward
that at-last a Turkish colleague -

.Ylmaz Ghara-Hassan - was elec-

ted to the leadership of the Metall
union. But this came at the end of
a very very long road and was not
at all a matter of course.

The climate inside the factories is
also such that the immigrant
workers are pushed back more:
But in any case capital in Japan is
much more powerful, because for

‘decades there was only one party
which held the state apparatus...

-You mean the leeral Democ-

ratic Party?

Yes, the so-called Liberal Democ- -
ratic party, i.e. a power centre for
big capital, for the banks and for
“the lords of the country. It seems

that some changes are on the way.
Also in Germany I think immig-
rant workers should join the
unions. Without’ unions .some
things- would have been “much
worse. But in addition to that,
immigrant workers should or-
ganise themselves, so that they can
formulate. and put forward their
own very particular demands.

I have a question in regard to
the support of the "the govern-
ment of the country of origin"
for the immigrants. For exam-
ple, recently the Turkish
government was shedding
crocodile tears for the plight of
the Turks in Germany. Has the
Islamic Republic government
also followed ‘a similar line
with respect to the Iranian im-
migrant workers in Japan? ...

Whether there has been any major
action, I am unaware. There have
only been a few cases of requests
by the Iranian government, and
even once they created problems
for a Japanese tourist group in
Tehran, checking them for a long
time, in an effort to show “that
human -rights violations " exist in
Japan too. But this was a brief
episode. On the whole, I have no
information regarding attempts’
critical of the conditions [in
Japan].

We should of course be aware
that visits to Japan were made
possible by a mutual agreement to
grant three-month visas; this was
later cancelled on the part of the
Japanese government. At any rate,

1 am not aware of such measures-

by the Iranian government. I am
also unaware of what goes on at
the level of secret diplomacy.

Of course, 1 did not expect the
Islamic Republic government
to support the immigrant work-
ers. That is quite clear. This is
one aspect of the issue.’ But the:
other aspect is whether the
Iranian government follows a
particular line with regard to
the Iranian immigrants in
Japan? You talked before of
the fear of Iranian immigrants
to appear before camera. Is this
only due to the fact that this

might lead to a worsening of
their situation at the work-
places in Japan, or is there also
a fear of reprisals on the part
of the Islamic regime?

It is both. The biggest fear by
most people concerns the vicious
accusations and the bias by the
Japanese media. The Iranian im-
migrants only have a negative
experience in. this regard. The
Japanese media have waged a
smear campaign against the im-
migrant workers, picking on the
isolated cases that have existed,
like the forging of telephone cards
or the smuggling of hashish, to say
that it is the Iranians who do these
things. Also here in Germany we
know that"it is the foreigners who
do it"! In those cases where the
immigrants have- talked - to the
press and journalists, often these
have been distorted and used
agamst the immigrants themselves.

That is why they have become so
irritated ,and disillusioned that
basically they don’t want to have
anything to do with the represen-
tatives of the media. If I had not
been a well-known face and one
concerned with the interests of
immigrant workers internationally

and who is not apologetic about
his own country, probably they
would not at all treat me with the
trust that they showed.

But there was a small group of
Iranian immigrant workers who
were also afraid of their own
regime. They were saying, if we
become known here as active
advocates of the interests of our
fellow workers, they might, from
the Iranian [government’s] side,
try to turn us into their tools; or
even persecute us when we go
back. They were a small minority,
but in terms of moralities and
humanism they were very active.
They used to help their colleagues
during the free times in the con-
tacts with the authorities and in
language tuition. They were active
in the area of human rights with-
out expecting anything in return.
Some of them were afraid of the
Islamic . Republic regime.

On the other hand, it was intere-
sting to se¢ that they would put
their [own particular] persuasions

‘aside in the Iranian immigrant

workers” gatherings and would not
turn them into subject of dispute.
They would say, we want to try to
integrate in this society. It doesn’t
initially matter whether one has an
Islamic orientation of is against
religion, or to which movement or
tendency he/she belongs. We are
so few that we must defend our
common interests. . Something
which I rarely experience here had
happened in Japan. Otherwise,
they would very quickly become.
scattered and end up fightmg
amongst themselves. _

This was my impression, and I
should mention that there are
those who, if sent back to Iran,
will end up in prison and be tor-
tured, or their lives will be in
danger. They were not the majori-
ty of the immigrant workers, but
were people for whom I have high
regards.

And that’s exactly where the

:problem is. In the sensc that

the initiatives are usually taken
by the more active ones, and
when they fear that...

Yes. And, on the other hand, their
discipline was so high that in these

initiatives and gatherings they
£
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IN BRIEF

South Korea

wThe government - dispatched
more riot police -to the south-
eastern city of Ulsan, the main
manufacturing base of Hyundai,
to forcibly end a long-running
strike affecting six Hyundai
companies. Two of the com-

panies have threatened to lock
out the workers unless the
unions accept a lower pay offer.
The Hyundai workers are also
demanding the reinstatement of
fired union leaders.

police were injured when riot
police clashed with about 200
workers trying to break their
way into the headquarters of the
ruling Democratic Liberal Party
on 12 August. The workers, who
have been laid off following the
closure of the Wonjin Rayon
factory, are demanding that the
government take back its deci-
sion to close the plant.

Russia

Workers in Vladivostok went on
strike on Tuesday 10 August
over high _energy prices. The
leader of the strike committee,
Anatoly Shalamanov, said only
employees in vital industries
were working in the far eastern
city and the Primorsky region -
Itar-Tass news agency reported.

France

Ten workers were killed in an
explosion on 16 July- in the
smelting tower at the Metal-
europ factory near the northern
town of Lens.

mAbout a dozen workers and.

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge your:
union branches to take up
subscriptions.

YOU CAN support us
financially and ask your .
unions to make donations to
Worker Today out of their
assistance funds.

YOU CAN help distribute
Worker Todsy in your area.
YOU CAN give us technical
assistance, e.g. compuler
hardware and software to
speed up and improve our
work. . : _
YOU CAN send books
Jjournals to Worker Today
Book Club. _

YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports. - )
YOU CAN introduce Worker
Today to colleagues and -
comrades.

YOU CAN tell us your vicws
and suggestions about the

paper.

Romanian workers strike for pay rise

WT News Service:

Train drivers in Romania began a
strike on 11 August as the nine-
day coalminers’ strike came to.a
close.

The strike by the coalminers
ended after the miners” union and
the government agreed on'a pay
deal. At the start of the strike, the
45000-strong miners’ union had
called for the doubling of the basic
pay to up to 224,000 lei (3280) a
month to counter the effects of a
230% inflation. The government
had proposed an average of only
166,000 lei ($207) a month.
Rompres, the state news agency,
said the union and the state-
owned company which adminis-
ters the region’s 13 coal mines had

agreed on monthly wages ranging
from 146,000 lei for an unskilled
worker up to 207,000 lei for an
underground miner - according to
the Financial Times (12/8/93).
With the start of the railworkers’
strike, the railway board applied
for a Supreme Court order. to
outlaw the action. According to
reports by Reuter, passenger and
freight traffic was paralysed.. The
train drivers’ union said they
began the strike because negotia-
tions over a long-running pay
demand had failed. The -drivers’
main demand was adjustments in
pay differentials between various
types of railway workers. Road
maintenance workers have also
announced a stoppage.’ =

Restructuring Iranian capitalism

Iraj Azarin

With the adoption -of a uniform
exchange rate after the Persian
new year (20 March ’93), the
economic policies of the Rafsan-
jani government were finally put
into practice. Three years’ prepa-
ration for the néw economic policy
had left no one clinging to the
illusion that supposedly these
policies are to ease the economic
pressures off the backs of the
working people. The very first
steps of the policy clearly show
that workers are the victims. Mass
lay-offs are already underway and,
according to one official of the
Islamic regime, the laying off of
one million workers is -planned.
The sharp fall in real wages in the
past few years completes this grim
picture.

Factors behind the new.
economic policy

“The main goal of the Rafsanjani

‘government’s economic policy is
to restructure Iranian capitalism.
A number of factors have led to
the implementation of the new.
policy: 2 iy d & i

1- The world situation: This is
no doubt an important factor. The
crisis of the statist economic
models in East and West during
the ’80s is certainly a major. ele-
ment behind the adoption of the
new policy. In addition, inter-
national financial . organisations
like the IMF are putting pressure
on Third World countries, includ-
ing Iran, to adopt this kind of
economic policies.

2- The government’s economic
bankruptcy: The Islamic Republic
government, which for the first
time in Iran’s contemporary his-
tory, is financially weaker than the
private sector, has effectively gone
bankrupt. This is another factor
which drives the regime towards
adopting - economic policies in
which there is a smaller role for
the state and state expenditure.

3- The necessity of restructuring
Iranian capitalism: 14 years after

Step one: massive lay-offs!

the 1979 revolution, the Iranian
economy lacks a secure found-
ation. The Islamic government
must rapidly restructure Iranian
capitalism. Not only because this
regime is tied to the Iranian capi-
talist class, but also because the
heads of the government know
that the very political survival of
the regime depends on its being
based on a firm economic foun-
dation.

Elements of the new
cconomic policy

The new economic policy is sup-
posed to transform the Iranian
economic development model,
sharply reduce the role of the state
in the economy, put the private
sector at the centre of economic
activity and integrate the Iranian
economy totally in the world
market. The major eléments of
this policy are the following: . ==

1) Reduction of tariffs on im-
ported goods, or, in other words,
reduced protection for domestic
goods; 2) A sharp devaluation of
the Rial; 3) Privatization of state
industries, and abolition of state
subsidies.

These measures, together, are to

‘shift the Iranian economy from

production for the domestic
market towards production for the
world market. The reduction of
protective tariffs will, by allowing
free entry of foreign products, put
the Iranian industries under the
direct ‘pressure of world com-
petition. On the other hand, Rial’s
devaluation will make the goods
made in Iran cheaper in the world
market. Thus, those industries will
be able to survive that can com-
pete with. foreign goods. And they
will have access not only to the
domestic, but also to the world,
market.

What the policy means
in practice
The main goal of this policy is, by
the competitive pressure that it
Continued on page 13

Islamic Republic under pressure
on violation of workers’ rights

WT News Service:

The 80th annual conference of the
ILO was held in mid-June in
Geneva with the participation of
‘representatives of states, employ-
ers and workers’ of over 200
countries. At this conference,
Jabbar-Ali "Soleyman, who was
there on behalf of the Islamic Re-
public’s Labour House organisa-
tion as ‘a representative of Iranian
workers’, denied reports about the
existence of repression against
labour activists in Iran. The
Labour House in Iran is a state-
controlled body which directs the
activities of the Islamic Councils
and Islamic Societies at the work-
places.

Following efforts by the labour

solidarity committees -in Europe
and North America to highlight
the condition of Iranian workers,
and following numerous letters
and resolutions -by labour or-
ganisations around the world con-
demning the lack of labour rights
in Iran and protesting against the
participation of Iran’s Islamic
Councils in ILO conferences, the
International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) too
in its annual report mentioned
Iran as among the 11 most
dangerous countries for labour
activists (see W7 38).
Reacting to these international
pressures, the representative  of
Iran’s Labour House. at the ILO

conference called the ICFTU tep-
ort on Iran a complete lie. He said
if such reports went unchallenged,
they could undermine ‘the labour
organisation’ in Iran, meaning the
state-linked Islamic Councils. He
said the Labour House in Iran
would lodge a complaint with the
general secretary of the ILO, and
considered it its right to take legal
action regarding the allegations in

the report. He added that the Lab-’

our House was prepared to receive
inspection teams sent to Iran.
Another development in the
conference was the election of the
Iranian  delegation to the ILO’s
governing board. The Islamic
Republic representatives had once
before been elected as a substitute
member* of this body. The board

~has 56 members: 28 governments’

representatives, 14 employers’
representatives, and 14 employees’.
representatives. .

Worker Today condemns the
election of the Islamic Republic’s
representatives to the governing
board of the ILO. This action is

‘an open mockery of Iranian work-

ers’ struggles and of the efforts of
all those labour organisations in
Europe and North America who,
on behalf of millions of workers,
have condemned the blatant viola-
tion of workers’ rights by the Is-
lamic Republic regime and de-
manded the expulsion of the Is-
lamic Councils from the ILO. ®

People’s worth today is

equal to their daily wage

Giinter Wallraff, author
of the celebrated Lowest
of the Low, talked to
Worker Today about his
latest film on the
condition of immigrant
Iranian workers in
Japan. Final part - p. 15




