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- About six months ago Faridee,
the plant’s ‘managing director,
called - the 1,200 workers of the
plant to a meeting where he said
that the "surplus labour" must
definitely go. He presented three

Hundreds of thousands
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options: first, the workers affected
by the labour force moderation
scheme (lay-offs) should go home
and each month ‘go and collect

their cheques from the bank. But

to be laid off in Iran

WT News Service:

With the adoption of a uniform
e¢xchange rate from the start of
the Iranian new year (20 March
*93), Rafsanjani government’s

economic policy which for the
past three years had remained
at the verbal stage was put into
practice. Three years’ prepara-
tion for the policy had left no
one clinging to the:illusion that
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government- -affiliated. Labour
House in the Azarbaidjan pro-
vince said on a TV interview that
many of-the brick kilns in the pro-
vince are threatened with closure
and around 100,000 workers may
lose their jobs.

«Mass lay-offs have taken place in
many industries in the north-east-
ern province of Khorasan. Accor-
ding to the daily Kar-o-Kargar,
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since an absence of more than 11

days from work is regarded by the '

labour ministry as redundancy;
the workers refused to accept the
"offer”. The second alternativel
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Iran: Benz workers fight job cuts

WT. News Service:
There were widespread protests by
the workers at the Benz-e-Khavar
auto plant (makers of Benz trucks)
in Tehran following the announ-
cement by the management that
600 jobs are to go (See W7 no.36).
The auto workers’ angry reaction
forced the labour ministry to-deny
that it had approved of the deci-
sion:for job cuts, and-said that its
carlier agreement with. the mana-
gement was no longer valid.
chortmg the news of the lay-offs
s "moderation in workforce", the
daily Kar-o-Kargar, paper ‘6f the
government-affiliated Labour
House (centre for the Islamic
Councils), in its 12 April issue also
carried an interview with a num-
ber of the laid-off workers. The
following are excerpts from three
interviews:

- About six months ago Faridee,
the plant’s managing director,
called the 1,200 workers of the
plant to a meeting where he said
that the "surplus labour" must
definitely go. He presented three

Hundreds of thousands

options: first, the workers affected
by the labour force moderation
scheme (lay-offs) should go home
and each month go and collect

their cheques from the bank. But’

to be laid off in Iran

WT News Service:

With the adoption of a uniform
exchange rate from the start of
the Iranian new year (20 March
’93), Rafsanjani government’s
economic policy which for the
past three years had remained
at the verbal stage was put into
practice. Three years® prepara-
tion for the policy had left no
one clinging to the illusion that
Rafsanjani’s policies are sup-
posed to ease the economic
pressure from the working
people. The first steps of the
policy show that the victims are
the workers. Mass lay-offs are
already underway, and accor-
ding to one official of the Is-
lamic regime the laying off of
one million workers is being
implemented. The fall in the
real wages in the past few years
completes this picture of
further pauperisation of the
Iranian working class. Below
are some of the latest cases of
the lay-offs in the various in-
dustries and workplaces:-

*The head of Iran’s textile industry
employers’ association said in a
letter to the Ministry of Heavy
Industries: "With the'saturation of
the market with foreign textile
.goods, and with domestic textile

products remamlng “unsold, many_

‘Workers”in the industry will soon
lose their jobs"::In:the-same-con-
nection, the spinning and weaving
factory in the northern town of
Boushehr is threatened with clo-
-sure. The managing director of the
plant said that in the last two
‘years 120 workers had been sack-
ed; 20% of the 340 remaining jobs
-are also soon to go. In the central
town of Isfahan, the héad of the
local labour ministry said "40% of
Isfahan’s. textile industries are
facing difficulty after the adoption
of single exchange rate".-

*The executive secretary of the

government-affiliated Labour
House in the Azarbaidjan pro-
vince said on a TV interview that
many of-the brick kilns in the pro-
vince are threatened with closure
and around 100,000 workers may
Tose their jobs.

*Mass lay-offs have taken place in
many industries in the north-east-

ern province of Khorasan. Accor-
ding to the daily Kar-o-Kargar,

paper of the government-affiliated

Labour House, the Islamic Coun-
cils Centre of the province ad-
mitted the lay-offs and warned
about their social consequences.

*Kamali, the labour minister, said
that to cut costs and increase cont-
rols, employers sometimes needed
"moderation in workforce", and
this takes place with full con-
sideration. In some cases employ-
ers agree to pay workers and im-
plement the "moderation scheme"
with their consent. He said there is
no ’unemployment crisis’ at
present in Iran.

Fifty workers were laid off with
redundancy compensation ‘in the
Pars Electric company in March.
The companies in the Households
Appliances Group, such- as Arj;
Azmayesh and Pars Electric, are
all reportedly facmg sharp falls-in

»sales. * e

5 Sl s —
s i AR i 4 ity vy

!200 contract. workers in. Tractor
Manufacturing plant in the north-
western city of Tabriz are to lose
their jobs. Their contracts have
expired, and if these are renewed
the employer has to employ them
on.a permanent basis.

oFein “Kaveh, which assembles

Volvo trucks, has decided to lay

off some of the workers with com-

pensation. ‘The output level has
already fallen sharply.

*Saipa,. producer of Renault and
Nissan cars,  has laid off a large

since an absence of more than 15
days from work is regarded by the
labour ministry -as redundancy,
the workers refused to accept the
"offer". The second alternative

VEVY Slss MY ol sl Jli VY i

-was that the workers could work
with a number of trucks, under the
supervision of the oil company,
for five years. At the end of the
five-year. period, the workers
would become owners of the
trucks, - and for each worked year
there would be a ‘benefit equi-
valent to a month’s. pay, on the
basis of the last wage. Some ac-
cepted the plan. The third option
was the payment of a lump sum
equivalent to three months® wages

_and benefits for each worked year.

- I have worked loyally for this
company ~for“the past 16 years,
and I have four people to support.
Until the very last hours of the
start of the new.year [March *93],
I had no idea that I was included
in this "surplus labour" plan, and
I’d not heard of such a plan either.
When I was being handed the pay
for overtime and the year-end
benefit, I was also given a letter in
which they had asked the workers
not to report for work after the
new year. That wrecked our holi-
days too. The management’s sug-
gestion that workers go and col-
-lect their cheques from the bank
was rejected by the workers. We
really don’t know why and with-
what justification we have been

classed as "surplus labour". How
am I supposed to find new work?
Most of us have families, and have
been working for a long time. I
know someone who has worked
here for 20 years and has a family
of eight. He was shocked when he
received the company’s letter and
began crying. How are these
people supposed to find a way of
making a living at their age.

- The government has ordered the
management to include people
above 50 and the:less productive
workers in the plan. But that is
not the case in practice; the
management has handpicked
people to lay off who don’t fall
into these categories. I am 45 years
old and have 18 years’ work ex-
perience; and I have five people to
support. How am I now to make a
living? According to this plan,
after two to three months we have
to deal with the labour ministry.
And the labour ministry goes and

finds jobs in far off places. But

how are the workers supposed to
move to such remote areas, far
away from where they are living
now? Like-the other wo'rkcvrs,' 1
want to have a job in our own

‘place, otherwise I want to return

to my old job. m

Colombian labour

leader assassinated

"The
Renault assembly line has been
completely. shut down and is pro-
ducing only Nissan vans.

number of the workers.

sHead of the parliament’s labour
commission said in an interview
with the paper-Kar-o-kargar on 24
April: "What in this situation and
on the eve of Labour Week has
worried workers is the question of
"moderation in workforce". To
climinate these concerns, the par-
liament’s - labour commission has
‘drafted -a plan-to be submxtted to
the: . parliament". Also Asghar
Badban, an official of the govern-
ment’s Labour House, talked of
the impending lay-off of one mil-

lion workers.

*The Supreme Council of Labour
in its 10 May meeting with the
presence of the representatives. of
the Islamic Councils and of the
employers, and chaired by the
.labour minister Kamali, approved

“of a plan for restructuring produc-

tion in a number of important
state-owned factories. The restruc-
turing plan will result in many job
losses in these plants., m

WT News Service:

The assassination in late Aprl] of
Oliverio Molina, general secretary
of Cintrainagro union, caused
grief throughout Colombia, espe-

cially in the province of Urabi

where he had been an organiser.
He was the third leader of the

yumon to be murdered in the last

six years - reports Norrskens

- Flamman, (6/5/93); published in

Sweden.

Thousands of - banana-fields
workers went on a ten-day strike
in protest against the killing of
their-Jeader and the wave of assas-
sination of labour activists. Last
year 26 banana cutters were mur-
dered, six of them union activists.

Member of the central commit-
tee. of Communist Party of
Colombia, Oliverio Molina travel-

led to Uraba in 1984 to organise

the banana-fields workers. In 1986
he succeeded in uniting two rival
unions into a single union which
organised almost all the banana
cutters.. After the assassination of
the union’s second leader, Molina
was elected as the union’s general

secretary and also as executive’

member of the Federation “of
Colombian Trade Unions (CUT).

He was the target of 40 murder
attempts and was ‘also once kid-
napped; - his ‘freedom was won
after swift action by the union and
the threat of an unlimited general
strike. Later it was revealed that
the Colomibian secret police had
been -involved in his kidnapping.
He was murdered in late April by
ten shots fired by unidentified
gunmen. [
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On issues of unionism
Interview with Jiirgen Hoffmann

‘According to the latest agree-
ment between employers and the
Union of City and Public Trans-
port Workers (OTV) wages are
to be raised by 3% for the 2.3m

employees in this sector. But this.

rise is - for the first time since
the second world-war - less than
4.4%, that is, the forecast for

the rate of inflation this year.

How did your members react to
this outcome of the latest round
of collective bargaining with the
employers?

Jiirgen Hoffmann: As for the
outcome of the negotiations, I
should point out that it's not yet
certain whether the rate of infla-
tion is actually going to be 4. 4%,
or higher. or lower. And so, it's
not clear yet if the real purchasing
-power of the employees in this
sector:is going to drop. This much
is, however, clear: the outcome
was. too low. But then the mem-
bers didn't object to it- either.
.Unlike last year, the negotiating
comimittee was in constant contact
with the rank and file this year,
and let them know about the
results. This year in towns and
districts the spirits were.low with
regard to the possibility or impos-
sibility of obtaining a ‘higher
percentage. Even those who
extensively objected to the out-
come of last year's negotiations,
demanding a higher percentage,
were in agreement with this year's
results.

Last year discontent ran so high
that the union leadership found
itself obliged to put the result of
its work (5% increase) to the
workers' vote. What has hap-
pened since then that has low-
_ered their expectations so much?

One might say that last year
expectations for a good result ran
high, from the beginning. This
year, on the contrary, it is the
crmcal economic situation and the
prospect of a 4m unemployment
that has sunk in people's minds.

" On the other hand, union work-
ers are quite aware of the condi-
tion of the government's budget,
and the extent of its debts. We
shouldn't forget that the govern-
ment's indebtédness can turn into
a serious problem, with it con-
stantly having to spend part of its
income on servicing these debts.
Right now such payments form
11% of its total payments.

Can one wrap if up by saying
that the employees in this sector
were worried about their jobs to
such an extent that the amount
of wage increase wouldn't bother
them very much?

‘economy, etc"

“This is, of course, quite a natural
response. Workers are principally
interested in saving their source of
income, that is, their jobs. Jobs,
in their own turn, depend, directly
or indirectly, on capital, govern-

ment's . budget, the economic
growth, etc: Wage increase is
workers' priority no.2. For with-
out jobs there will be no pay rise.

In the same way, workers' short-

run -inclinations are ' clear, and
vary with the existing economic

. situation.

Don't you-think that the out-
come of this year's negotiations
indicates that the camp of em-
ployers have been successful in
their offensive against the work-
ers with such slogans as "the
German economy is in danger",
"sacrifice for Eastern brothers",
etc. In my mind the problem
turns nelther on "the German
economy" nor "the Eastern
brothers". To prove this we only
have to take a look at the growth
of the companies' profits during
the last tén years to find out that
they have nearly doubled, while
the share of the working people
in the mational product fell by
5%. Or, it suffices to point at
the fact that companies possess a
cash flow of DM640 bllllon in
the banks. |

No, I see the problem differently.
Firstly, it's clear that capital is
always, structurally, at an advan-
tage. It can be invested in differ-
ent branches, or be taken abroad,
or, if the rates of interest are
good, be deposited in banks. Capi-

tal, contrary to labour, is not

dependent on a specific location.

It's only after it has been invested
that it has no other alternative;
and it's only when depression
occurs that it loses value, etc. So,
It's obvious that at the time of
crisis no one's willing to invest in
order to create jobs. For this
reason, one should, when judging
the results of collective bargaining

with the employers, bear in mind .

that unions negotlate within the
framework of a“really exXisting
capitalism”, and have to lay out
their policies within such a frame-
work.

I believe we should analyse
differently ‘the figure DM640
billion, which you quoted from
the yearly report of the Bundes
Bank, and your statement to the
effect that the slogan "the German
is an ideological
one. Just as the companies look
not backwards but forwards, that
is, at the prospects of future in-
vestments, so we, too, should try
to analyse such prospects. It is a

fact that the present prospects of
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productive investments afen't very
promising, and so, one can't hope
for much resources available for
distribution in that area. The rea-
sons for this are' the- periodical
crises of capitalism, depression in

‘branches like steel and ship build-

ing; and high rates of interest on
the world money market.

It's therefore wrong to argue
that companies have enough
cash [for investment]. Their prob-
lem, or the problem rather of the
workers who stand to lese.in this
situation;:is that. the prospects of
profitable. investment/ within <this
country {(as- compared with other
opportunities abroad; or- on-the
financial markets with the high
rates of interest that they offer)
have deteriorated.

So, it sounds like trade unions
have accepted the logic of capi-
.tal. It seems they have consented
that it is the capitalists' pocket
that should be filled first, and
that only then one should speak’
of some left-over for the work-
-ers? Whatever then becomes of
the class struggle? Don't workers
then need a different sort - a
more serious sort - of organisa-
tion for this purpose?

Of course, you combined several
questions into one here. It's obvi-
ous that unions are tangled within
the logic of capital! For their
members' livelihood depends on
the jobs that capital provides for
them. The presence or absence of
these jobs, of these sources of
income, on the other hand, de-
pends on prosperity or non-pros-
perity of capital. The term “class
struggle" is based on the assump-
tion that what confronts capital is

*a class with a unified wilf*and a

single alternative. However, there
are sound arguments against this
thesis and its naivety. This class
does not exist in the sense of all
workers having the same interests.

If workers decide to formulate

their common interests only in the
struggle for higher wages, without
first clarifying themselves as to
the questioni "how may the econo-
my be changed?”; then they will
have gone beyond the existing
wealth that there is to be shared,
and, in doing so, will only harm
themselves. .

On the other hand, the question
today is whether you may pose the
questron solely from the point of
view of destroying capitalism and
substituting it with socialism.
Nowadays we witness, hand. in
hand with increasingly acute social
problems, - different ~ questions
being posed concerning, for exam-
ple, the environment. :

. With regard to social problems,
too, we don't have any unified
interests, as is presupposed in the
expression "class". Today, what

we have before us are a multitude
of interests which cause "solidari-"
ty" not to be a natural" phenome-
" non’ any more. Today solidarity
_has to be created between the -
most diversified interests, and is .

therefore a very difficult task. I

can illustrate this with the example

‘of the two Germanies, too; some-
thing you also mentioned in a
question before, implying that the
question of "Eastern brothers"

doesn't constityte any problem.
On the contrary, this is a big
problem now in this country.
Under the present circumstances,
you can't easily say, "of course it
is the capitalists who should pay.
We workers won't sacrifice any-
thing". You say such a thing, and
the next thing you know is hell
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breaks loose in the labour markets
in the lower parts [of Europe];
from all over eastern Germany
and Eastern Europe workers will

set off for west Germany in ever

increasing numbers. And then you
are even going have to Kiss the
collective contracts goodbye.
And all this is quite apart from
the psychological effect of, for
instance, the skilled and relatively
well-off, or very well-off, worker
from Baden-Wiirtemberg province
saying to the worker from east
[Germany]: "I don't care; it' s the

capitalists who should pay”. I -

don't think anyone can call this
*solidarity".

Under the present ‘circumstanc-
es, therefore, I believe we should
link the struggle for wealth distri-
bution with solidarity projects.
Moreover, in view of existing
social and environmental crises,
what we must put on the agenda is

-the question as to what we should

produce.

You regard yourself in a "criti-
cal affiliation" to the union. You
have also written several books
and articles about the necessity
of reforms in the unions. Why
and how should they reform
themselves? What's your notion
of a "good union"? And could
you ‘also tell us about different
views and tendencies within the

‘unions concerning this question?

In my opinion, trade unions must
admit that society has grown so-
phisticated. In other words, one
should admit that it's no longer
possible to start from a series of
simple pre-suppositions, or to
formulate a set of common inter-
ests for all. According to sociolog-
ical studies, it is no longer so that

you are [born "worker"]..Today,

workers have different interests,
and not all of them concern wag-
es. On the contrary, the higher the
wages of a section of workers go,
the higher in their eyes grows the
importance of such questions as
living conditions,. environment,
educational issues, and so on.
Unions cannot, therefore, lay their
finger merely on the redistribution
of wealth. '

The composition of the unions'
membership has got more diversi-

fied, and thus more complex. So,

‘they can't just assume that if they
speak of some fundamental antag-
onism, everyone will know what
it's all about and muster: up. at
once around them.

. There are therefore [not just
one but] numerous issues and
interests we should put our finger
on. And that's exactly why the
centralized, hierarchic organisa-
tion of the trade unions has ‘be-

come out of place now. They must

transform themselves into organi-
sations where new conclusions are
reached, and later efforts are
made  to put them into place
through political channels. For
instance, if they intend to take
notice of the interests of many of

“their members, they are -going

have to bend their energy to
what's being produced -and how
it's being produced. Otherwise,
they'll constantly be faced with
the dilemma of defending-jobs in

arms or nuclear industries; jobs -

that cannot be defended both on
moral and ecological grounds. Or,
if they choose to’ defend them,
they'll find themselves face to face
with the movement for peace or

for environment. So, the job of

the unions gets, not easier, but
more and more difficult as capital-
ism develops.

_._example, when unions try.

The neo-Nazis are, evidently,
gradually growing in influence in
the workplaces and among the
workers. How have the unions
reacted to this? What do you
thmk is the right slogan to op-
pose the catchword "German
worker first" with?

This slogan is not in any way
supported by trade unions. They
_are in fact strongly opposed to it.
The questlon remalns, however,
“as to how you argue agarnst it; for
O say
methxng against. it through lay-

“ing " stress on foreign workers

being active or productive, where-
as  xenophobia, and the fight
against it, should be considered a
human and moral issue. Of
course, the growth of hostility to
foreigners in factories is mainly
related to the competltlon in la-
bour market and the worries con-
nected with unemployment.

Trade unions should put for-
ward neither purely economic nor
purely moral arguments. They
should primarily struggle for such
pefspectives which remove
people's worries. They must cre-
ate the necessary possibilities -for
contacts - between - workers;
enabling them to analyse their
worries more- effectively, so that
they may not, out of desperation,
_tesort to any authoritarian solu-
tlons i

In my opirion, one of the pre-
condltlons for an effective struggle
against xenophobia- is enlighten-
ment and communication within a
factory, between factories, and
between various trade unions.

Don't you think that the prevail-
ing attitude in the trade unions,
and the very value they attach to
"one's. own" economy, makes
the workers, who for years have
‘been raised in that school, even
more prone to fall for extreme

nght ldeas"

This is a problem; for instance,
when we look at the trade unions
in the US -and their large -support
for a protectionist policy in order
to protect their jobs in their own
land. The problem is that capital
is mobile on the international
level, whereas trade unions and
their members lack such a mobili-
‘ty. That's why they very soon
gravitate towards protectionism. It
must be said, however, that.trade

“unionism carries, to a’' certain

degree, the seeds of such econom-
ic protectionism within . itself.
Hence it is very difficult to argue
against this attitude within the
trade unions themselves. This is a
problem I'have experienced

with my own skin. I have con--
stantly advocated the need for
unions to ‘be organised not along
different trade lines but on a na-
tional, or international level. The
existing forms - the Confederation
.of European Trade Unions"
(EGB), for example - aren't inter-
pational organisations, and-do not

-represent workers' interests even

on the European level, even in the
limited sense of the word. On the
contrary, such organisations are
bodies which endorse and rein-
force the national unions. They
have, of course, their own uses,
and it's not my intention to ques-
tion their existence. It is, howev-
er; a fundamental weakness of
trade unions. If they want to suc-
ceed against the Right, they must
create a new -concept of "solidari-
ty" that goes beyond a specific
trade or even country.

Continued on page 15
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Iran in the past year
(March ’92 to March ’93)

Final Part
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Islamic Republic’s failure to
repay its short-term loans

From around autumn *91 the IR’s
repayment of its short-term loans,
which are used essentially for im-
ports, was delayed.. During last
year (the year ending March °93),
as the IR became increasingly
unable to meet its financial com-
mitments, its credit-worthiness
turned into one of the main topics
of discussion by international
financial institutions and banks.
The World Bank said that Iran’s
short-term debts by 31 December
’92 stood at just over $11.5bn - an
increase of 22% on the year
before. In the past year, Iran’s
imports totalled $28bn which rais-
ed the short-term debts by the end

of the year (March ’93) to over:

$16bn.

In June ’92 a 40-man delegation
was sent by the IMF to assess
Iran’s economic situation. The
group -observed that "Iran had a
$6.6bn current account deficit. for
the year ending March ’92, though
this was an improvement on the
two preceding years". The deficit
was due to "a 10% drop in oil
revenues and a 40% increase in
imports". The solution suggested
by the delegation was to end the
multi-tiered exchange rate and to
abolish the subsidies. The govern-
ment put off the adoption of a

single-exchange rate system to the
start of the new year (March ’93),

and said that in view of the popu-
lar dissatisfaction, it cannot abo-
lish the subsidies at one stroke.
All- this meant . that many
European companies had trouble
getting their money back. Iranian
_government officials travelled to
Europe to talk to their creditors,
to persuade them that the finan-
cial " difficulties were only tem-.
porary and to try to reduce the
negative effects of the fajlure to
pay on time.
The head of Iran’s Central Bank
“itravelled to Germany to negotiate
with'the banking authorities there,
as well as'with Hermes Insurance
(the chief insurer in Germany of
trade credits to Iran). Khamoushi,
head of Iran’s Chamber of Com-
merce, in a speech to  French
businessmen - accused the World
Bank of taking a "political line" in
its dealings with Iran. He said that
with the very first delay in  the
payments, it had been -claimed
that Iran had no money to honour
its financial commitments. The
minister for Heavy Industries in a
visit to Hungary, in reply to criti-
cisms by company directors regar-
ding the IR’s failure to pay regu-

larly and on time, said that last
year’s irregularities were due to
the commercial banks’ inex-
perience following the deregula-
tion of the banking system in Iran!

 The trips did not produce the

results the government had hoped;

the banks and financial institu-
tions in a number of European
countries,  including Germany,
France and Belgium, decided last
January to suspend the new ap-
plications by Iran for more credits.
The IR’s main trading partners
refused to reschedule their loans,
and are now rapidly reviewing
their trade policy towards Iran.
Thus, they may even refuse to
release the short-term loans agreed
previously. If these countries do
not agree to extend fresh loans to
Iran, Iran’s trade will be hit by a
crisis.

At the end of March *92 the
Islamic Republic’s deficit was
$15bn; the debts were paid with a
four-month delay, and $1.5bn was
left unpaid. In the past, Persian,
year there were delays of even
upto 15 months. Already the

_deadline for nearly $3bn of the.

short-term loans has expired.
‘Najafabadi, head of parliament’s
Planning and Budget commission,
said Iran’s total foreign debt was
$30bn. He added that in the begin-
ning of Rafsanjani’s government,
Iran’s foreign debt was only
$12bn. The biggest part of the
current foreign debt is short-term
loans, payable within the next two
years. By the government’s own,
highly optimistic, estimates, the oil
revenue this year will be $17bn,
which means that the IR will face
even more difficulties in the pay-
ment of its loans. One of its wor-
ries is its having to reduce imports;
and this, as past experience shows,
has been a bad omen for all recent
governments in Iran’s recent his-

tory.

Assassination of opposition
activists abroad '

Last year, the Islamic Republic’s

Information mester said publicly
peatedly that - its agents were. ..

involved in.the surveillance..of the ":

” Rushdie..

opposition.forces abroad, and that

- they would strike at them:

*On 3 August Fereydon

.Farrokhzad, famous entertainer

durmg the Shah’s regime and who
in exile had kept ridiculing the IR
authorities, was found stabbed to

death in his apartment in Bonn.

*On 27 May Ali Akbar Ghor--

bani, and activist of the opposi-
tion -group Mujahedin, was kid-.
napped by Iranian diplomats in
Turkey and his car was blown up.
His body was discovered early last
year. .

«On 17 September Sadegh

Commission,
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Sharafkandi, general secretary of

‘the Kurdistan Democratic Party

of Iran, Homayoun Ardalan and
Fattah Abdoli - KDP represen-
tatives in Germany and Europe
respectively - and Nori Dehkordi,
activist of a left. of centre group-
ing, were murdered by the Istamic
Republic’s assassins in a machine-
gun attack. in a restaurant in Ber-
lin. A few weeks later, German

" police arrested- two Lebanese and
 an Iranian (Kazem Daaraee) on
" charges of involvement in the Ber-

lin massacre.

«On 26  December Abbas
Gholizadeh, an Iranian ex-army
officer-and a Royalist opposition
activist, was kidnapped in-Turkey
by five men, ‘while on his way
home with his wife.

*On 15 March Mohammad Hus-
sein Naghdl (at one time an of-
ficial of the Islamic Republic em-
bassy in Italy, and after 1982 a
member of the opposition Nation-
al Council of Resistance);, was
murdered” in Rome by Islamic
Republic’s gunmen.

sIn September a Swiss prose-
cutor charged 13 officials of the
Iranian government - with direct
involvement in the murder of
Kazem Rajavi, who was assassi-
nated in Switzerland some years
ago, and issued warrants for their
arrest.

In February a French court ac-
cepted the Swiss government’s
request to extradite two Iranians
charged with involvement in the
murder of Kazem Rajavi.

Condemnation of Islamic
Republic for human rights
violation

As in previous years, the Islamic
regime was internationally de-
nounced last year for its violation
of human rights:

«On 17 September a meeting of .

European Parliament condemned
the "new wave of pressure and
restrictions - against women" in
Iran. Referring to reports from the
Iranian press, the statement said
that “since August 1991 over
113,000 women have been arrested
in Iran on charges of corruption
and breaching the Hejaab laws
[compulsory veil for women]".
This was the first time that a
special statement was being issued
regardmg the repressmn agamst
women in Iran.
"«On 24 November Renaldo
Galin de Paul, special represen-
tative of the UN Human Rights
"submitted to the
Commission his report on the
state of human rights in Iran. "To-
rture, summary executions, and
the persecution of minorities con-
tinues in Iran", said the report.
"Sixty six of those executed had
political charges".

*On 12 December the 12 EC
members in a commumque at the

end of the meeting in Edmburgh g
condemned the Islamic Republic™ ™~
for its murder decree on Salman
They “also expressed"

"their concern that the Islamic

Republic’s arms purchases pose a .

danger to the stability of the re-
gion".

«Late in January in its annual
report on human rights, the US
State Department said (in the
section on Iran) that in 1992 the
Islamic Republic had acted as one
of the main violators of human
rights in the world. As instances of
the human rights’ violations, the
report.mentioned "summary exe-
cutions, torture, ban on freedom
of expression and on press, ar-
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bitrary arrests, lack of possibilities
for just trials, pressures on the
Baha’iee community, severe res-
trictions on women and workers".

*On 23 February in a 58-page

report, Galin de Paul said that last
year the Islamic Republic had

‘executed over 300 people, most of

them on political charges, and that
torture had continued as before.
«On .9 March 93 the UN
Human Rights Commission pass-
ed a resolution condemning the

Islamic Republic for its violation
-of human tights. The resolution

condemned the increased  assas-
sinations of Islamic Republic’s
pohtrcal opponents abroad and
the i mcreasmg number of political
executions in Iran. For the first
time, the Commission mentioned
the decree on the murder of Sal-

- man Rushdie, describing it as the
»"approval and promotlon of ter-

rorism".

oIn early March ’93 the
European Parliament, in a resolu-
tion, condemned the vielation of
human rights in Iran. In the meet-
ing which adopted the resolution
sharp words were spoken against
the Islamic Republic, particularly
by the Social Democratic dele-
gates. The resolution condemned
the IR’s policy of supporting fun-

damentalismr and terrorism. What

makes this -resolution -highly sig-
nificant is that in it the Council of
Europe has been called upon. to
examine the question of Iran’s
occupation of the Tunb and Abu
Musa istands. This is the first time
that a non-Arab parliament or
body has called for a review of this
issue.

Increased support for Salman
Rushdie

Compared to the years before, last
year there was more coverage of
the -issue of Khomeini’s death
sentence. on Salman Rushdie.
Rushdie himself travelled, under
tight security, to most of the
European countries. He launched
an active campaign-to have the
decree lifted, and received the

‘support of many state and non-

state institutions and authorities in
Europe.

+Coinciding with Rushdie’s visit
to Germany and the discussion of
the question of lifting Khomeini’s.
decree, a politico-religious Foun-
dation in Iran raised the prize for
the assassination of Salman Rush-
die to $2 million. The British
government swiftly condemned
the action: The German govern-

- on February,

_government factions,

ment lodged a protest with the
Iranian ambassador in Germany
who had approved the death sen-
tence.

the German
Ministry of Foreign Affairs sus-
pended the cultural cooperation
between Iran and Germany. The
decision came following the op-
position by the Hessen,- Bayern
and Bremen states to the cultural
agreement because of the human
rights’ violations in Iran and the
decree for the murder of Salman
Rushdie.

«Douglas Hurd, British foreign
minister, met Salman Rushdie.
early in January. This was the first
‘official meeting between a British
-govemment official and Salman
Rushdie since the issuing  of

‘Khomeini’s death sentence. The

government in Iran was angered,
as until then the European govern-

-ments had refrained from official-

ly involving themselves in the Sal-

‘man Rushdie affair. The IR fears

similar decisions in other

European countries.
The budget

In January the Rafsanjani govern-
ment submitted to the parliament
its budget proposal for the year
ending March '94. He said: "The
borrowing rate from the banking
system has for the first time in 25
years fallen to zero. In this budget
the exchange rate is determined by
the mechanism of supply and de-
mand, from which the essential
goods, such as medicine and
petroleum products, are exempt-
ed."

The parliament’s .economic and
finance commission proposed to
cut the budget by 10%, but this
was rejected by the parliament
which passed the whole bill on 31
January almost as Rafsanjani had
wanted it.

The important point in this
year’s budget was the adoption of
single exchange rate. As the issue
had widely been debated over the
past few years by the various
it did not
take long before approval in the
parliament.

The budget’s estimate of the oil
revenue is around $17bn, but since
the government last year pre-sold
$1.2bn worth of.oil, the income
this year will be less than the
projected $17bn. The planning
and budget' commission tried to
cut the budget by 10% in view of
the outstanding debts and the
advance sale of oil, but failed. =

Interview...

From page 14

This does not necessarily mean

that we have to build a different
kind of soc1ahsm That 11 be ex-
;pectmg too much from trade un-_
.. lons, and, in any case, we have to
. define.
However, we can begin by taking

its..: characterxstlcs first.

small steps practicing solidarity in

. new forms. We can even practice

it on a more extended level and

beyond the struggle for higher

wages. We can, for instance, start
building networks on national or
international level. In the case of
Germany, I believe DGB (German
Trade Union Federation) should
be given more rights and possibili-
ties for communication on the
local and base level.

Trade unions represent their
own trades, and that itself consti-
tutes a problem. Therefore, from
this point of vieyv, too, there exist

some possibilities for the creation
of new forms of solidarity and
contacts. And that is itself just a
precondition that enables us to
.define the outlines of a new soci-
ety. In my opinion, you can't put

.the characteristics of a new soci-
ety to the unions just like a recipe,
butit's exactly their members who

'ought to define and present the
content. And for th1s, the mem-

">bers should change ' too. ‘Trade

Union members take such mea-
sures, within the framework of

capitalism, as can protect their
jobs and their incomes. And, as
we all-know, their achievements
are often won at the cost of losses
in the areas of environinent, other
branches of production, and the
working class in other countries.
To prevent such things can pre-
cisely be the function of a “soli-
darity project". This is. something
that can already be seen in many
trade-union institutions, and which
we should positively seize upon as
a starting point. =
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IN BRIEF

South Africa

53 miners’ died after a methane
gas explosion on 15 May at
Middelbult coal mine at Secun-
da, 80 miles from Johannesburg.
In another accident on'13 May,
five miners were killed by a rock
fall 2,200 meters underground in
a gold mine near Orkney, west of
Johannesburg. More than 220
people have been killed and 2,000
injured in South African mines
so far this year, said Kate Philip,
acting general secretary of the
National Union of Mineworkers.
A statement by the Congress of
South African Trade Unions
called for "drastic action to end
the - carnage in our mining
industry".

Chile

Thousands of miners in Chile
staged a half-hour work stop-
page across the copper mines in
protest against the plans for
privatisation. The strike, called
by the FTC federation of trade
unions, affected three of the four
largest mines and also the giant
Tocopilla ‘copper purification
complex. With an ~annual
production of 1.9m tonnes, Chile
is the world’s largest exporter of

copper.
USA

The United Mine Workers union
may call a strike action at the
US’s largest coal mines over job
security in the new labour
contract. The coal operators
association, BCOA, is refusing
to guarantee in a new national
contract that its members will
employ unionised workers at
their new -mines (Financial
Times, 5/5/93).

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge your
union branches to take up
subscriptions. .

YOU CAN support us
financially and ask your
unions to make donations to
Worker Today out of their
assistance funds. .,
YOU. CAN help distribute
Worker Today in your area:
YOU CAN give us technical
assistance, e.g. computer
hardware and software to
speed up and improve our
work.

YOU CAN send books and
Jjournals to Worker Today
Book Club.

YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports.

YOU CAN introduce Worker
Today to colleagues and -
comrades. .

YOU CAN tell us your views
and suggestions about the

paper.

WT News Service:

‘Between 70,000 and 100,000 work-

ers from across Canada held a
rally on Parliament Hill in Ottawa
on 15 May in an action called by
the Canadian Labour Congress.
They were there to voice their
anger at the government’s anti-
worker policies - reports Hamid
Mahmoudi from Canada.

As the biggest labour rally in the
past 12 years, the action came
following calls by :some labour
organisations for amass campaign
to protest unemployment in-
surance and public service cuts, as
well as the North American free
trade agreement. The government
has, since the beginning of the
year, launched a campaign of cuts
in the social services to bring the
deficit down.

The postal and auto workers
had called on the CLC to organise
a one-day general strike or other
larger actions, but the union fede-
ration decided to go for-a more
limited campaign.

Speaking at the rally, Bob.

White, president of the 2.2-mil-
lion-member CLC, said the action
marked the beginning of a major
Jlabour push to get the Conser-
vative government out of office in
the election later this year. He also
attacked Ontario’s New Democ-
ratic Party Premier Bob Rae for
“the public service job cuts. u

Canada:

Massive rally against cuts

L

Thousands marched in Ottawa on May 15 to demand jobs and protest cuts in social services

Hundreds killed in

Timex strike in Britain
enters fourth month

WT News Service:

Over 3,000 people demonstrated
outside the Timex electronics
plant in Dundee, Scotland, on 17
May, to show- their continued
support for the Timex workers
who have been waging a bitter
fight for the past three months to
win back their jobs - according to
reports
Financial Times (18/5/93).

Timex sacked 343 production
workers when they refused to
agree to cuts in benefits, pay freeze
and lay-offs, and hired scab la-
bour. The day marked the end of
the 90-day period during which
the company could not re-hire
selectively without taking all the
workers back. 38 people were
arrested after clashes between
police -and the demonstrators.

"~ At a rally close to the plant,
Arthur scargill, president of the
National Union of Mineworkers,
called for a national 24-hour stop-

in The Scotsman and

page in support of the Timex
workers. "It’s time the leadership
of the TUC and the Labour Party
stopped pontificating and stopped
talking in platitudes and began to
make a call for workers to become
involved in industrial action", he
said.

" Throughout the strike the com-
pany chief Peter Hall has refused
repeatedly to enter into negotia-
tions with the union.

There has been wide public sup-°

port for the strikers. The local
shop stewards’ convener, John
Kidd, who is under a court order
not approach within a mile of the
Timex factory, said the pickets
would build up and keep on buil-
ding up until the scabs were stopp-
ed. Courts have ruled that only six
pickets were to be on official duty.
The presence of the other demons-
trators was held officially to be a
meeting. =

Rumanian steel workers
strike for pay increase

WT News Service:
Tens of thousands of Rumanian
steel workers began a strike on 17
May, demanding pay increases to
match price rises. "Around 30,000
workers -are now on strike and all
our union members are ready to
stop work this week if we fail to
reach an agreement with our em-
ployers," said Ioan Homos, leader
of the Metarom trade union.
Metarom organises some 70% of
the steel workers. It had called for

a minimum monthly wage of

50,000 lei (£52.50) for skilled

workers, compared with the cur-
rent average of 34,000 lei. Last
month, unions won a rise in the
public sector minimum monthly

wage from 17,600 to 30,000 lei.

Following the lifting of price
controls on 1 May, prices for es-
sential foods, heating, water, ener-
gy and public transport may rise
by up to 800 per cent. @

Thai toy factory blaze

WT News Service:

More than 200 workers, most of
them women and among them
some children, were killed by a fire-
on 10 May in a toy factory on the
outskirts of Bangkok. Hundreds
more were injured and taken to
hospital suffering - from burns,
smoke inhalation and limbs
broken from jumping from the
building’s upper floors (Financial

Times, '12/5/93).

‘Workers who escaped the blaze
said there had been earlier fires at
the factory, and supervisors had
told ‘them to stay at their posts
when the 10 May fire was first
noticed. - No outside fire escapes
were visible in the wreckage of the
three buildings which were des-
troyed, or on a surviving four-
storey building. m
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