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Immigrant workers in eastern Germany

Interview with Gudrun Hoppe

e ————
Gudrun Hoppe is a member of Biindis-20 and spokesperson
for the Berlin working committee of this organisation on the
question of immigrants. Biindis-90 is a union of Opposition
groups in the former East Germany. It was formed in
summer '91 by the groups NF, D) and IFM, and has mem-
bers in the federal parliament. Hussein Manouchehri, Worker
Today co-worker in Germany, talked to Gudrun Hoppe
about the situation of immigrant workers in eastern Germa-
ny, before and after unification. The translation is indirectly
from the Persian translation. Excerpts:

Worker Today: Could yon talk
about the condition of immigrant
workers in the former DDR and
at the time of the German
‘unification?

Gudrun Hoppe: In the '70s as
East Germany's bankrupt .and
‘backward mdustry could not keep
up with the growing needs of the
society and overcome the econom-
ic backwardness, it tried to find the
solution ' in employing cheap
labour; it signed agreements with
“fraternal socialist countries”, such
as Vietnam, Mozambique, Cuba,
China, Mongolia, and Hungary,
according to which workers from
these countries would come to the
DDR for a fixed period of time
(on average five years) and
provide cheap labour. for the
bankrupt economy of the country.

By law, it was undesirable for
the: immigrant workers and Ger-
man workers to mix; you would be
punished if you breached it. This
was the wish of the governments
of both the worker-exporter and
worker-importer countries.

At the beginning of the '90s,
with - the - bankruptcy of the East
German industries, the first people
who were laid off were the immi-
grant workers. And- once fired,
they had to leave the country, even
though their contracts were still
valid. It was at the start of this
process that the unification of the
two Germanies took place. At the
time, East Germany wanted these
workers to return to their countries.
It is said, that as the first step all
the Cuban-workers were quickly
returned to Cuba so  that they
would not be influenced by the
"counter-revolutionary” develop-
ments.

At this time a discussion "round-
table" was held with the participa-
tion of government representatives
and opposition groups in East
Germany. Our representatives
participated in negotiations, among
others, about the immigrant work-
ers. The “"roundtable” -forced the
East German government to aban-
"don the question of repatriation of

these workers, and to recognise
their right to. stay.until the expiry
of their permits. Further, the immi-
grant workers were allowed to take
jobs in other sectors, as long as
their contracts were still. valid.
(Before, they could only work in
the particular sector which they
had come to East Germany to
work. in.) As a result of the
"roundtable”, these workers be-
came entitled to unemployment
benefit and other social security
rights. Of course, it should be
understood that the bankrupt East
German industries were not able to
employ these workers permanently.
By accepting this plan, the govern-

ment in fact only permitted the

immigrant workers themselves to
look for jobs-in the labour market;
in a market already in recession.

It was for this reason that after
these conditions were imposed on
the East German government of
the time, many women immigrant
workers who wanted to have chil-
dren, found the opportunity to do
s0. This was the realization of the
natural -desire of every human
being. But this itself later created a
lot of problems - for example,
financial - for the working mothers
who had separated from their hus-
bands.

One of the other issues we made
the East German government agree
to. was that these workers should
be allowed to decide for them-
selves whether they want to return
or not. And that if they wanted to
return, the government should pay
3,000 marks for each person plus
‘the travel expenses. Many factories
at the time tricked the workers -
especially those from Mozambique
- and sent them to their countries
without paying this money!

With the German unification,
these workers came under Federal
Germany's immigration laws and
received temporary residence per-
mits. This also meant that, with the
expiry of the contracts, the permits
would not be renewed and they
would have to return. -

How did the immigrant workers
and the public opinion as a
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whole react to this decision?

Before -anything else, our. stand-
point was that these workers
should not be repatriated, and
should be treated like. all other
.guest workers (such as the Turkish
workers), and therefore have-per-
manentresidence permits. Many of
the workers did not want to return.
In East Berlin many advisory
centres were set up for these work-
ers. Some of these workers. took
part in joint actions with us. We
tried to show them the possibilities
and the legal and political channels
which were open. After this, and
with our advice, two to three thou-
sand Vietnamese immigrant work-
ers made legal protests about the
question of their residence, which
brought some tangible political
pressure .to bear on the Federal

‘government. In winter '92 a Viet--

namese workers' union was set up
in Berlin. A union of Mozambi-
quen workers was also built, but
because of their small numbers
(about 600) and because they are
scattered around the former east
Germany, they are not very active.

What has been the situation of
these workers since unification?

They still live in Worker Homes
[Specxal Residences). The rents are
450 marks a month, and this is for
a room which we Germans are
prepared to pay at most 100 marks.

As [ said earlier, at present they
are covered by the social insurance
laws of Federal Germany. For
them to find new jobs is very diffi-
cult, because of the limitation on
their length of stay in the country,
and also because of the wave of
redundancies hitting the German

industries. To get a residence per--
mit, some Vietnamese workers

applied for asylum. Many of them
have turned to illegal jobs like
selling smuggled cigarettes and are
trying to take with them as much
money as they can make once they
go back. I think that the tendency
to take official jobs and the elimi-
nation of the conditions that lead
to smuggling, will come only when

Iran auto workers

fight lay-otfs

WT News Service:
In mid-March over 600 workers of
Benz-e-Khavar auto plant in Teh-
ran were notified that they should
stop reporting for work and that,
until the decision on their new job
assignments, they would continue
to receive their pay cheques for the
_time being. The announcement was
rightly interpreted by workers as
an introduction to sackings. This is
a method that has repeatedly been
used in the past by management in

many plants in Iran to undermine
the collective action of workers in
the face of planned job cuts.
Mass lay-offs and factory shut-
downs have already started in
many- industries in Iran as a result

of the government’s policy to

further devalue the currency and
cut the subsidies to the industries.

After the announcement of the
decision in Benz-e-Khavar, the
workers. staged wide-spread pro-
tests. They were attacked by the

Islamic Revolutionary. Guards,
called in to. the factory by - the
management

Fareedi, managing director of
Benz-e-Khavar, said in an inter-
view with the daily Kar-o-Kargar,
paper of the government-affiliated
Labour House (centre for the
Islamic Councils): "Irresponsible
individuals provoked the workers
and created problems in the work-
place. ‘The intervention of the
appropriate authorities has virtually
put an end to-these problems." "I
won't call it a scheme for sacking
the workers. It is rationalisation of
manpower, which is totally differ-
ent from sacking”, he added. =

these workers have no problem of
residence.

Many of the Vietnamese have
come from the East European
countries and are staying illegally
in the worker homes which I men-
tioned earlier. Normally, because
of the high rents, they live three to
four to a room; the couples divide
the room with curtains.

At present; there are two differ-

ent court orders standing about
Vietnamese immigrants. The Fed-
eral Court has overruled the Pro-
vincial Court's’ decision and said
that it regards Vietnam a safe

‘country and that the asylum appli- *
cants should be déported."So the
application of none of these work- ..

ers has yet been accepted. The

residence permit of some workers

has expired and they are consid-
ered "illegals"; this is especially
hard for the single mothers who.-
with children - still have to work
in the unofficial market.-

What steps have been taken to

‘organise the immigrantworkers?

Could you describe the general

_situation in this regard, and the.
‘work your group has done?

The immigration secretary in the
last East German government was
Berger - a member of Biindis-90.
As a result of her work, and the
efforts of other friends of ours, the

‘East German government unwill-

ingly had to allow the workers stay
at least till the expiry of their con-
tracts. This point was agreed in the

.negotiations of the two.German

governments of the time; this,
together with the work of the
foreigners' commission of the
"roundtable”, saved many immi-
grant workers from deportation. By
my suggestion, and with the coop-
eration and efforts of our parlia-
mentary group, the question of
1mm1grant workers was discussed
in Parliament.

We have also tried to encourage
the, immigrant workers to build

their own organisations. In all the
Parliamentary sessions that we
have been present we have. put
forward the proposal in defence of
permanentresidence permit, calling
for .the: same permit- for these
workers as that held by the guest
workers in western Germany. In
cooperation with their organisa-
tions, we have organised a number
of rallies.

We “have jointly with them
called the attention of the trade
unions to. this issue. I should also
say. that -at the beginning the un-
ions were qulte unmterested in the
question of immigrant workers. For
example, ‘the statements: of ‘the
unions in 1990 called for the de-

-portation of these workers to. their

respective countries; in fact, they
were among the first organisations
to support the plans for the repatri-
ation of these workers. For exam-
ple, IG Metall has only recently
come to the view that the demand
that these workers be allowed to
stay should-be defended, and the
DGB is yet to take a position.

How do you think the issue will
turn out in the end? Will they be
allowed to stay in the country?

What we have to do is to make
Federal -Germany declare itself a
country which takes immigrants,
that it accept these workers as
immigrants with a secure future
and legal citizenship right as any

‘German. We .should prevent the

repeat of the deal between the
former East German government
and the "fraternal countries”, this
time between the German Federal
government and the poorer east
European countries. This will also
take- the wind away from the
fascists' sails, since the government
by recognising this will have in
fact accepted that people of other
nationalities have the same rights
as German citizens and that immi-
grant workers are not seen as sec-
ond-class people! L]

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles published in the
English section, the Persian section of this
issue contains the following main articles:

*Review of the "Report of the Committee
of Experts on the Application of Conven-
tions and Recommendation” regarding lran,
International Labour - Conference, 78th
Session,'? | . *Nationalism and Reformism in
Canadian Labour Movement *Interview

with jurgen Hoffman- on Trade Union

‘Shiraz, Textile factory in Sanandaj (Iran) -

Movement in Germany *Japanese Workers
under Japanese Management *Summing Up
the Lessons of Sanaatgar Union in Sanandaj
(Iran) *Factory Reports: Oil Refinery in

*Russia: Siberfan Miners *Turkey: Print
Workers go on Strike * US: The Strategy
of the New Directions Movement for
shortening working hours *Mexico: Trade
Union Rights Suppressed

The international and Iranian workers'
‘news are published in more detail in the
Pershn section.
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Iran in the past year

(March '92 to March '93)

i 'the Worker-

 the occasion _of--

Reza Mogaddam

A quick view

In the last years of the Iran-Iraq
war, from '86 onwards, the US and
Buropean governments practically
adopted the pohcy of bringing
about changes in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran gradually and from
within. Going for Rafsanjani (the

_ then speaker of the parliament,
later to become the president of
the Islamic regime) as the man to
lead the process, they launched a
large-scale propaganda campaign
to promote this policy. Rafsanjani
was described as the person who
had finally convinced Khomeinie
to end the war; and any improve-
ment in the situation - whether in
the IR's relations with the West, or
in the state of the economy and the
question of individual liberties -
was said to depend on his taking
power and on the removal of the
Hezbollah faction.

This golden era was to begm
with last year's parliamentary elec-
tions and by ‘the elimination of
Hezbollah from its last stronghold.
Until the elections, any action or
words of Rafsanjani which, owing
to the current economic and politi-
cal conditions, inevitably differed
from those in Khomeinie's days
were described as signs of the
dawn of the golden era. .

Not before long, a large segment
of .the IR's liberal opposition- in
exile rallied behind this policy and

began talking of improvement in:
the situation and the possibility for

the dissident Iranians abroad to
return. Rafsanjani's economic poli-
cies were implemented very cau-
tiously, from fear of the social
convulsions that-they might un-
leash. But the rising of the urban
poor that broke out in some Irani-
an cities last year showed -that
imposing them on the people will
not be easy. (See below for more
on the urban popular risings:)
The government forces arrested
hundreds of demonstrators, and
dozens were executed. Hezbollah
thugs were let loose onto the
streets, and special units were set
up to put down the protests. The
whole administration was severely
shaken by these protests, and the
chances of Rafsanjani's policies
being successfully implemented
looked less and less certain. Kha-
meneiee (the Supreme Islamic
Guradian and the successor to
Khomeini) and the newly-con-
vened parliament controlled by the
so-called Resalat faction (a market-
minded ‘Islamic - faction which in
terms of ' individual "and social
"~ liberties is even more reactionary
" than the Hezbollah) joined forces
and turned against Rafsanjani,

fearing that the popular reaction
against his policies would topple
the whole system. Thus the West's
favourite man was put in his weak-

‘est position.

Having failed to achleve what it
had aimed to achieve with the
removal of the Hezbollah, the
West has since autumn '92 started
to.put new pressures on the Iranian
government with the aim of creat-
mg its desired changes in the re-
gime. What has encouraged the
West and made it hopeful in all

this is above all the bad shape that

Iran's economy is in. Iran has
failed to pay up on time its debts
from 91/92, and it has to repay
over half of its 30 billion dollar
debt within the next two years.

Among the issues which the
Western media will be taking up
during the year (the year ending 20
March '93) will be human rights
violations, Khomeinie's Fatwa
against Salman Rushdie, the Iran-
Arab dispute over the Tunb and
-Abu Musa islands in the Persian
Gulf,” the Iranian government's
arms purchases, the possibilities of
its acquiring nuclear weapons, its
relations with the Islamic opposi-
tion movements in the Middle East
and Africa, etc.

Elections and removal of Hez-
boliah from centres of power

The first two months of the year
(March-April '92) saw the emer-
gence of the issues concerning the
Islamic parliament election. In
autumn, with the powers which
Khameneiee had granted to the
Council of Guardians (a body that
vets candidates to parliament and
ratifies its decisions) to remove the
candidates of the so-called Hez-
bollah faction, it became clear that
this faction would be ousted from
the Assembly. The Hezbollah's
protests were in vain.

The Western media and Iranian
liberals in ‘exile looked to this
defeat of the Hezbollah as the
beginning of an opening in Iran's
political climate,  and .supported
Rafsanjani. The Iranian -liberals
abroad who had negligible differ-

ences with Rafsanjani's-economic

programmes, prepared to return to
Iran; taking the’ pose ofa legal
opposition, they -began :haggling
with the IR's second-rate officials.

The joint victory of Rafsanjani
and the Resalat faction over the
Hezbollah boosted the power of
the Resalat faction - but not that of
Rafsanjani. And now they would
not any more turn a blind eye to
the breaching of the Islamic codes
such as the Hejaab (compulsory
veil for women). Khatemi, the
minister for Islamic . Guidance,
resigned under the pressure of the
Resalat faction who accused him
of -adopting 'liberal’ policies. Raf-
sanjani had no choice but to accept
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the decision. The restriction on
radio and TV programmes and the
already overcautious non-govern-
ment press became tighter. The
popular protests in the cities, and
the ensuing arrests and executions,
transformed the political scene,
dashing the Iranian liberals’ hopes
in the 'Rafsanjani era’. Like a num-
ber of other occasions in the past
decade, the Iranian liberals had to
quietly unpack their suitcases and
forget the idea of going back -
until the next wave of their rising
‘hopes.

Risings in the cities

During the year a number of cities
in Iran became scenes-of anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations and pro-
tests:

*On 15 April the municipal author-
ities began demolishing people's
huts in the shanty towns around
the western town of Khoramabad.
In the clashes that followed several
people were wounded.

*On 16 Apnl people in Shiraz (a
large, town in central Iran) once
again J

stration was led by the handi-
capped of the eight-year Iran-Iraq
war. The angry protestors smashed
the windows of banks and set fire
to a number of cars.

eAfter 20 May, following the de-
molition of the "unpermitted”
houses by the municipal authorities
in the city of Arak, resulting in the
death of a 12-year-old child, the
city was for several days running
scene of angry protests. During
these protests, demonstrators set
fire to banks and government
buildings. After regaining control
of the city, the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guards arrested hundreds of
people.

+On 30 May people in a dxstrlct of
Mashad (the second largest city in
Iran) fought back raids by, the
municipal authorities to-demolish
their homes. The protests quickly
spread to the rest of the city and
grew into a-popular revolt which
shook the government. During
these protests, which continued for
several days, guards were dis-
-armed, shops ransacked and gov-
ernment. buildings set on fire;
scorés of people were killed and
thousands arrested. The govern-
ment took contingency measures to
put down the protests and to stop
their bemg repeated in other cities.
The rising was unprecedented in
Iran in the last-ten years. A num-
ber of commanders in the armed
forces who had refused to suppress
the protests were dismissed: The
Islamic courts quickly tried “the
detainees, put many to- prison and
sent some to firing squads. Nine of
the arrested in Shiraz were given:
death sentences, and 29 of those
arrested in Arak (an industrial city
in central Iran) were given'from
one to ten years' prison terms:-

oIn mid-June demonstrations took
place in the towns of Sanandaj,
Mahabad, Astara and
Bokan (all in north-west and west-
ern Iran). In the Bokan demonstra-

_tions people set fire to government

buildings and vehicles. 17 people
were reported killed or injured.
As the protests broke out in. the

_various cities, the government once

again unleashed its Hezbollah
gangs onto the streets to spread
terror by attacking women who
violated the Hejaab laws. Anti-riot
squads were set up which staged
manouveres to send the message

-home that they were in control of
" the situation and could put down
any popular action. Along51de

these measures of repression, the
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staged a demonstration
against high prices. The demon-.

government continued its policy of
demolishing houses in the shanty
towns - particularly in Tehran -
despite the local people’s protest.

Islamic Republic's increased
military power; possibility of
access to nuclear arms

In the wake of the Iran-Iraq war
and the US war in the Gulf, there
is no established pattern of the role

-and share of each of the countries

in the Persian Gulf region. Thus,
the Islamic Repubhc is engaged in
rapidly increasing its military pow-
er. As a result, the US and the
West are worried that this might
lead to a conflict with the IR over
the share that it is seeking in the
Gulf. So the IR's arms purchases,
and especlally the possibility of its
‘acquiring ‘nuclear weapons, have
been the topics debated by the

“media in the West throughqut last

year.

In April 92 Robert Gates, the
then CIA chief; warned the House
Defence Committee Hearing about
the IR's increasing military power,
and repeated the same on several
other occasions later in the year.
The West, particularly the US,
‘have constantly warned against the
dangers posed to the security of
the Gulf by Iran's increased armed
strength. They were thus hoping to
dissuade China, North Korea and
Russia from selling arms to Iran -
but did not succeed. As the main
sellers of arms to Iran, these coun-
tries have mentioned the arms
purchases by other countries of the
region from-the US and Europe,
describing the US reservations as
not politically but, rather, commer-
cially motivated.

In August, after several years of
wrangling, the German government
finally announced its categoric
opposition to the completion by
Seimens of a nuclear plant in Bou-
shehr (a southern port). - -

In November, the US called: for
an embargo on export of arms and
military equipment to Iran, trying
to win the support of the European
countries and Japan for the deci-
sion. These countries agreed not to
sell ‘technology which could be
used for other than non-military
purposes. In March the European
Parliament passed a resolution
warning about the possibility of
Iran's access to weapons of mass
destruction and called on the mem-
ber states to adopt a common poli-
cy to oppose the sale of any equip-
ment usable in producing weapons
of mass destruction.

After the presxdentlal electnons
and before moving into the White:
House, Bill Clinton said that he
would stop Iran's acquiring weap-
ons of mass destruction. James
Welesley, the new CIA chief, in a
speech in the Senaté in March

:expressed his_worries about the
“increased military power of the
..Islamic Republic which-aims not

only to establish domination in the
Persian Gulf region but to expand
its influence on a wider area.
Other issues which the media in
the West debated last year con-
cerning the dangers posed by the
Iran's growing military capability,
included the arrival in- Iranian

shores of the first of the three

submarines bought from Russia,
the signing of a deal during Raf-
sanjani's visit to China for the sale
of a number of nuclear reactors,
the chances of Iran getting hold of
two "lost” nuclear warheads from
Khazakistan, the US navy's chasing
of a ship carrying North Korean

‘missiles and the interception by

Turkey of a ship carrying arms
bound for Iran.

Dispute over the three islands

Last April, by-refusing landing to
a ship carrying workers employed
by the United Arab Emirates to
work.on the Abu Musa island in
the Persian Gulf, Iran initiated a
crisis which has since strained the
relations between Iran and the
Arab countries. The incident ini-
tially renewed the question of
Iran's sovereignty over Abu Musa,
but was later enlarged by the UAE
to include the issue of sovereignty
over the Lesser and Greater Tunb
(two small but strategically impor-
tant islands). Several meetings of
the Arab states and the Gulf Coop-
eration Council during last year
condemned the Islamic Republic's
action, calling for an end to Iran's
occupation of these three islands.

The Arab countries are trying to
solve the dispute by referring it to
the UN Security Council and/or
the ‘International Court of Justice
in the Hague, where the Arab
countries enjoy greater influence
than Iran. Conscious of this, the IR
has warned the Arab countries that
they .would have to cross 'a sea of
blood'-to get their ‘hands on these
islands.

In March the. European Parlla—
ment condemned the human rights
violations in Iran and called on the
Council -of Europe to review the
issue *of the occupation of Abu
Musa-and the Tunb islands. This
was the first sign of a reaction by
amajor world economic and politi-
cal bloc conceming “the three
islands’ crisis.

With each single statement and
resolution issued during last year
by .the various meetings of the
Arab states demanding an end to
Iran's occupation of the islands, the
tension in the relations between
Iran and the Arab. states has
grown. The government agencies
and the press of the countries in-

.volved have been conducting pro-
‘paganda campaigns against the

opposing side. The relations be-
tween Iran and the Arab states last
year were the most strained yet
since the end of the Iran-Iraq war.

(Part two.in our next issue)

Islamic Councils...

From page 16

ment for preventing workers from’

organizing, and stand condemned

around the world for ‘thelr role in-
the persecution and execution of
many Iranian trade unionists. The

Iranian labour movement views the
struggle against Islamic. Councils
as inseparable from the struggle
for the right to organize and strike.

We therefore find it unaccept-

able that representatives of these
‘instruments of the torture and

death of workers be allowed to
participate in the IL.O as."workers’
representatives". ’

.CUPW talls for the expulsion of
Islamic Councils from the Interna-
tional Labour Organization (ILO).
It is also our hope that the Canadi-
an Labour Congress will adopt this

" demand on behalf of the entire

Canadian labour movement.
Thank you for your action on
this important matter.

Solidarity,

Darrell W. Tingley,

National President

c.c.

CLC Executive Council

CUPW National Executive Board-
CUPW National Union Represen- -

“tatives -

CUPW Specialists -
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IN BRIEF

Britain

¢Trade Union negotiators agreed.to
a pay cut of up to 8%, longer
working hours, a deterioration in
the value of pension benefits and
lower levels of redundancy payment
- at Leyland Daf's van production in
Birmingham. The majority of the
1,000 workers accepted the deal.
This is to help a management buy-
out team. "Our priority has been to
safeguard employment”, chief
negotiator for the TGWU said. The
cuts are supposed to be restored
with profitability, although
according to the report in the
Financial Times, 20 April, the
details of the link to profitability
are not yet revealed.

oThe Transport and General
Workers Union said it had signed a
historic co-cooperation agreement
with the Teamsters union of the
US, covering an exchange of
information and educational
facilities and a co-ordinated
approach towards global transport
companies. "As capital becomes
more internationally mobile, so
must organisations of labour co-
ordinate their work across national
boundaries”, - said . Bill Morris,
TGWU general secretary (Financial
Times, 15/4/93).

Russia“

Unemployment in Russia will
probably reach 1m by the summer
and could rise to 5m by the end of
1993, Mr Oleg Slavutsky, head of
the country's federal employment
service, said.

Kenya

Two labour leaders were amested
after the May Day rally. In his May
1st speech, Yousef ~ Mogala,
chairman of the confederation of
Kenyan trade unions, had called for
a general strike-on Monday May
3rd. James Boulo, head of the shoe

workers union, who was also’

arrested, did not speak at the raily,
but his views in favour of the
general strike were already
expressed. i

May Day
turned into a bloody battle-

~ Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge your
union branches to take up
subscriptions.

YOU CAN support us
financially and ask your
unions to make donations to
Worker Today out of their
assistance funds.

YOU CAN help distribute
Worker Today in your area.
YOU CAN give us technical
assistance, e.g. computer
hardware and software to
speed up and improve our
work.

YOU CAN send books and
Jjournals to Worker Today
Book Club. i

YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports.

YOU CAN introduce Worker
Today to colleagues and
comrades.

YOU CAN tell us your views
and suggestions about the

paper.

May 1st '93, Red Square in Blood

in Moscow

ground as the police, armed

with water cannons and
batons, tried to ‘stop the
marchers approaching the

Red Square. One person
was killed and 140 people
were injured in the clashes.
Before the start of the rally

police had cordoned off the

Red Square, under the di-

rect order of Yeltsin, the

Russian president. Amid

‘the blood of the casualties,
demonstrators set up an
improvised monument with
a plaque that read: Here
was murdered a member of

May 1st peaceful march.

Islamic Councils out of ILO!

Canadian workers demand

WT News Service:
The Iranian-Canadian Labour Soli-

darity Committee informs us that

the campaign of solidarity with
Iranian workers is spreading
among Canadian unions. In a letter

to the Workers' Vice-President of

the International Labour Organiza-
tion in Canada, the Canadian Un-
ion of Postal Workers called for
the expulsion of Iran's Islamic

"Council representatives from the

ILO. The Committee of Solidarity
with Iranian Workers- Denmark

S~

also reports that the Brewery
Workers Union ‘and the House-
painters Union, the Greater Copen-
hagen sections, in letters to the
Islamic Republic embassy con-
demned the violation of workers'

-rights in Iran. "We will work to

have Iran's "worker" representa-
tives in the ILO replaced by repre-
sentatives . democratically elected
by the Iranian workers", said the
letters. Here we reprint the full text
of the letter by CUPW National
President, Darrell W. Tingley. -

March 30, 1993

Ms. Shirley Carr

Workers' Vice-President
International Labour Organization
Ottawa, Ontario ' ‘

Dear Sister Carr:

Re: "Islamic Councils" of Iran
Representatives to the Interna-
tional Labour Organization

On behalf of the 45,000 members
of the Canadian Union of Postal
Workers, I am requesting that you
make known_ to the governing
body of the International Labour
Organization the fundamental ob-
jection of CUPW to the presence
of so-called "workers' representa-
tives” from the Islamic Councils of
Iran on the ILO.

Canadian postal workers in the
past few years have participated in
the international labour condemna-
tion of the violation of basic la-
bour rights, torture and execution
of labour activists in Iran by the
Iranian government.

‘In spite of the struggles of Irani-

an workers and international sup-

port on their behalf, the Islamic
regime continues its violent refusal

to recognize the rights of workers
to organize independent unions,
negotiate with employers or strike.

Instead, the government's sur-
veillance organizations at the
workplace, the "Islamic Councils”,
and their headquarters, the " Work-
er House", have attempted to pose

as Iranian workers' representatives.

on international bodies.
Formed in 1984 as mandatory,

state organizations, the Islamic.

Councils are by Iranian law the
only legal representatives of work-
ers. Only those who believe in the
Islamic Republic and the " Velayat-
e-Faghih" (the rule of the clergy)
are eligible for -election to the
Islamic Councils, after they have
been screened by police and La-
bour Ministry authorities. The law
of Islamic Councils requires them
to report all labour disturbances or
unrest to the authorities, and they
have as their duties co-coperation
with management, raising produc-
tivity and maintaining order, disci-
pline and Islamic ethics-in. the
workplace.

Islamic Councils are the princi-
pal vehicle of the Iranian govern-

Continued on p.15

Textile workers in |
northern Iran on strike

WT News Service:

Thousands of workers of Behshahr
Textile Plant, in the northern prov-
ince of Mazandaran, went on strike
and staged a sit-in in March call-
ing for a wage increase - according
to reports. received by Worker
Today.

Around 4,000 workers, from
both shifts of the plant, took part
in the action. The strikers began
their sit-in after government forces
moved in to take control of the
plant and to put down the strike.

Iran:

The strikers ‘have called on the
workers from other sectors, such as
wood and pulp, power, and fishing,
for.support.

Some papers in Europe also
quoted an Iranian daily on the
Iranian government's efforts to try
to stop the spread of the Behshahr
textile strike. The reports add that
President Rafsanjani dispatched a
delegation including the Vice Pres-
ident and five cabinet ministers to
the province to follow the develop-.
ments. -

stoppage for
higher wages

WT News Service:

Workers at Tractor-Manufacturing
in Tabriz, a main 'industrial city in
north-western Iran, held a protest
assembly in March, calling for
wage increases and a number of
other demands. According to the
Persian daily Salam, -close to the
Hezbollah faction of the regime,
county officials came to the work-

ers’ meeting, promising to see into
the grievances. Production was
halted in the factory for some time
as a result of the action. In addi-
tion to higher wages, the workers
demanded the replacement of the
management, the payments due for
the productivity, housing and fami-
ly benefits, and for better condi-
tions at the workplace. a

Iran in the past year

(March '92 to March '93) Part One
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Immigrant workers
in easternGermany -
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