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WORKER TODAY

We shouldn't build a union on
the basis of Canadian nationalism

Interview with Barry Weisleder

Barry Weisleder is a member of the executive board of
the Ontario Public Service Employees Union (OPSU).
Mohsen Aghamu, Worker Today correspondent, talked

At the convention there were
about 1,200 people in attendance.
-Most of them were delegates, but
there were a sizeable number of
“alternates and ‘observers” from
_other ‘organisations. There are a
number of positive and a number
of negative developments when
reviewing what. occurred at the

convention:.

First of all, we are under attack
as- employees of the Ontario.
provincial government and. as
public service workers outside the
ministries of the government of
Ontario, working for school
boards, hospitals, child care
centres, ambulance services, and
the like. - The employers are
»attempti'ng to- privatise; . crowd”
agencies are attempting to impose
either wage freeze or limitation of
wage increases to a bare mini-
mum. They are attempting to
erode job security and the gains
we've accumulated over decades.

So it was significant for the
union to initiate a campa1gn to
save Ontario public services: The
convention approved - a $0.5m
dollar campaign which ‘will
involve a broad educational effort
to alert the working people and
the public at large as. to the
dangers of the erosion of public
services..

In addrtron, the provisional
government’ ‘is promising to
reform Ontario's labour legisla-
tion. They are promising to
outlaw strike-breakers [and] to
make it easier to organise a union
in the workplace. Because there
are now'many obstacles and legal
hurdles that organisers have to,

overcome in order to achieve .

union certification. ‘They are also

promising to’ reform not only the
_ance procedures, to resolve prob-

Ontario labour relations act, but
the crown employees' collective

bargammg -act “which. prohibits -

strike action on the part of the
65,000 OPSU members who work
for. the government of Ontario
directly and the ministries of the
[...] provincial government. This
reactionary legislation also limits
the freedom of political expres-
sion. It limits what we call
wh1st1e-blow1ng rights; the right
to say that your employer is cheat-
ing the public; is'engaged in prac-
tices which undermine the “deliv-
ery and quality of public services

and products. We want to ensure -
that the legislative change that the .

provincial government is-promis--

ing in these areas ... will be-deliv- -

ered, without watering down any
of the government's commitments.

We would also like to see im-
‘provements .in the government's
legislative package. For example,
for the government to outlaw
strike-breaking but not to restrict
employers: from moving  their
operations to another:location and
hiring replacement workers there

really undermines the -anti-scab .

Jegislation. So the ' convention
approved campaigns to support the

labour law reform, to demand that

“it be, strengthened in a number of

areas, and to.stand up to the ef-
forts by big business .to block
democratic labour law reform.

On the second day of the ‘con-

“yention over 600 delegates and

[union] allies ,partrclpated ‘in a
demonstration. Big companies say

that if ‘the labour laws are re-

formed in the interests. of : the

.unions and working people, they'll
~withdraw their investments from

the province of Ontario, they'll

close down plants, and there will
- be massive loss of jobs. Of course -~
this is the sort of thing that busi-

ness has threatened évery time the
labour movement; and the work-
ing people generally, have foughtr
for improvements. :

When a worker is dismissed or
penahsed‘ by an employer- he
should not be guilty until proven
innocent; it should be rather the
other way around, that you. keep
your job and maintain your rights,
until the employer proves that you
are guilty of some misdemeanour
or violation  of standard work
practlces ) i

There were some other positive
‘developme“uts: we adopted a very
important resolution in connection
with the 'campaign to build pow-
erful locals'
has been spreading across our
union for the last four or five
months, with- meetings in every

major city of the province to de- .
velop the concept of ‘membership

partrcrpatlon, the members learn-
ing to fight by supporting one
another in their efforts to stand up
to employer 1nt1m1datlon, to rely
less and less on lawyers and griev-

lems in the workplace.
So that was an important deci-

sion by the-convention-to endorse

the BPL campaign and to step up
the effort to educate and strength-

_en the stewardship body within the

union, to encourage members to
take control of the struggle in the
workplace without relying on head
office or on the intervention of

lawyers at the arbitration stage.

Through direct action in the work-
place- we' can accomplish a lot

‘more than wé can by relying on

expensive law firms at the arbitra-
tion stage; not only. do.we ' save
money but we spread the knowl-
edge and -skills associated with
effective_organising of the mem-
bershrp We also democratise our
union and the rest of the labour
movement through that greater
membership participation.

We spent several hours over a
two-day perlod debating the bud-
get of the union. The result of that
discussion was positive...
the - budget- that - the - executive
board presented. suggested -that
there be a moratorium on the use

. The BPL campaign -

Part of

of lawyers for a three-month peri-

od because we are in a debt posi-

tion; and we. want to move. away

from ¢ excessive: rehance on outside
law ﬁrms to deal wrth arbltratrons,

we want to. attempt to devote more
energy towards’ educating stewards
and- ordinary members to handle
grievances ‘at the first and-second
steps and to rely more on:expert

-members who have gained partic-

ular experience in arbitration
cases to handle the proceedings at
the final stage, where they can
sometimes become quite- techmcal
in nature.

A number of people, 1nc1ud1ng
some members of our executive
board, expressed a lack of confi-
dence in this orientation towards
relying on ourselves to handle
these matters, and said that we
have to put $2.5m back into the
budget.to be spent on the lawyers,
and that' we would have to cut

. other programmes in order to

balance the budget The threat to

- the BPL programme and to many
“of our mernbershlp-centred cam-

paigns was- very real. But the
convention rejected that course;
they reJected the notion of build-

»1ng the union 4s a service ofr; gam-

sation, in favour of building the
union on.an organising model:. to
organise the organised and to rely
on the membership more and
more. So that was a positive de-

;\velopment

e also succeeded in passmg
an amendment to the Constitution
of the union to enlarge the pur-
pose of ‘the union. There is a
purpose clause at the beginning of
the Constitution and we added to
that ‘clause "safeguarding of hu-
man rights", as being one of the
purposes of the union in addition
to collective bargaining and regu~
lating the relations between em-.
ployees and the employers. So this
in a sense commits the union to a
kind .of social unionism, which is
more progressive than the -old
style business unionism that forms
the history ‘of our union and most
of the other unions in this country.

‘There were some negative de-

: velopments as well. There were
‘two major battles waged for great-
- er'internal democracy, and-we lost

both of them in the debates. The

first was a struggle. to -create a

new Region - Region 8. There are
seven Regions in the union at this
stage, but Region 5, which is
centred in the Metropohtan To-
ronto area, has 29,000 members,
which is over four times the num-
ber of members in the smallest

"Region of the union. We are

grossly under-represented on the
leadership bodies of .the union and
do_not receive adequate servicing
and funds for membershlp educa-
tion and full participation in cam-

paigns.- The creation of a -new
Region, by dividing Region 5. in

Metro Toronto, would have. been
a move towards democratization
and would have enhanced mem-
bership participation, -particularly
in an area where there is a sub-
stantial number of workers of
colour, minorities who tend to be

-marginalised .in the union where

the leadership is predominantly

white male Anglo-Saxon. Unfortu-..:
nately we didn't succeed in pass--
ing the Constitutional amendment .

VWV gy PV oyl aw Jlo VY adis

to create an eighth region, but the
struggle will continue.

There was another Constitution-=
al amendment that I spoke for
very strongly and that was offi-
cially presented by the provmclal
women's committee of the union.
This would have guaranteed that
at least one member of the execu-
tive board from each of the seven
Regions in OPSU - there are four
EBMs for each region for a total
of 28 on the executive board -
would be-a woman. We had a
lengthy ‘debate. [There] was a

irather _complicated amendment
‘which distracted some of the dele-

gates from the central issue here -
‘the-‘need to institute ‘affirmative
action “measure ‘to increase. the

representation- of women in the
‘leadership. Only seven of the 28

board members are women and

“one of the regions has no women

elected to represent them at the

_board. We didn't obtain a two-
“third ma_]orlty, but we'did well in

the - debate.” The " issue will not

‘disappear, and the struggle will
“continuie for that democratic mea-

sure in thé future.
There was a very short debate

on a resolution to encourage mem-

bers to buy Canadian-made prod-

‘ucts. A number of speakers at the

microphone argued that this is a
chauvrmst nationalist perspectrve,
that we should be in favour of

iinternational solidarity, we should
prefer to ‘buy union-made prod-

ucts, but the country of orrgm is

‘really not the issue; the issue is
class ‘not nation. We -need to

recognise that our oppressors are

‘here,. in this country,, the big Ca-

nadian corporations and the gov-

_ernment and state that serves their

interests, and that we have much

-more in in common w1th the workers
-in Mexrco and Tran ‘or Japan than

we do with our own capitalist
class. We shouldn't try to build a
progressive union movement on

“the basis of flag-waving Canadian

nationalism. So the buy-Canadian

‘resolution was defeated- in the

debate yesterday - afternoon, but

“today, with more delegates in
. attendance, the motion was recon-

sidered and ‘adopted as- originally

. proposed. So that was a bit of a
“setback. But it shows that,

de-
pending on the circumstances and
the quality of the debate at the
microphones, we can convince our
co-workers to take ‘a. more pro-

gressive, internationalist perspec-
tive. No doubt that kind of a de-
bate will be ongoing as well.
Finally, a resolution [was pro-
posed] which required locals in
OPSU to join and belong to local
labour councils if they want to be
able to send representatives to
conventions of the Canadian La-
bour - Congress. I supported that
resolution on the grounds that the
labour councils are the effective
organising network, the bedrock,
of the CLC at the local level.
What's the pornt of sendrng repre-
sentation” to the CLC if you don't

‘have the organisational means to
’1mplement the policies adopted at

€LC- conventions: Really ..the

‘labour councils are crucial in that

respect. The Resolutions Commit-
tee recommended the defeat.of
this. particular ‘resolution on the
grounds that it would be teo puni-
tive to force locals to-join Iabour
counclls, and failing to do so lose
representatron at'the CLC. I don't
‘believe it would have been puni-
tive, any more than our insistence
on ‘the principle.-of compulsory
dues check off. Every worker
benefits from the union which
depends on-dues in order for it to
be able to organise, to provrde the
services on which we all depend

as union members. Labour coun-

cils also need the affiliation of
locals. I think the defeat of that
resolution was a reflection ‘of a
backward consciousness ~ with
respect- to- the cruciali‘role that
labour councils play in bringing
together unions at-the local level
and facilitating ‘and in fact leading
campaigns for.strike support, for

solidarity with other social move-

ments and for legislative change

-So that was an unfortunate devel-
:opment -

I coniclusio, i you can““s‘ee

there were positive and negative

developments: 1 haven't -quite
sorted - out what the overall” bal-
ance is, but T am gratified ‘that
there- is a strong base of support
for progressive change in my
region, which is the most popu-
lous region within the union. And
we have.a strong basis on-which
to continue to .build for social
unionism,_ for militant fight back

against the current capitalist offen-

sive of the pro-capltahst govern-
ment to drive down wages and
workmg conditions in this- prov-
ince and in this country. i
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Reforming Ontario labour law
Interview with Harry Glasbeek and Eric Tucker

Last year the Ontario provmclal gove.mment set up a commnt-
tee to consider possible amendments to the Ontario labour
law. In this connection, the Ontario Federation of Labour
(OFL) suggested its own amendments to the labour law. Moh-
sen Ebrahimi, Worker Todsy co-worker in Canada, talked to
Eric Tucker and Harry Glasbeek, radical professors of law
from York Un:vars:ty. for their critical assessment of the

What are the major amendments
to the labour law suggested by
the Ontario Federation of
Labour (OFL)?

Eric Tucker: The amendment that
has gotten the most publicity, and
the strongest recommendations
that they made, are the [those]
regarding anti-scab provisions
which would preclude employers
'in a wide range of circumstances
from hiring replacement workers.

In addition, they've made
recommendations regarding the
accessibility of unions to workers.
That is, under our system in order
for workers to bargain on behalf
of workers they have to get
certified. And in order to get
certified they have to demonstrate
they have got a majority of a
particular group of workers who
are members of the union. There
are all kinds of problems with the
scheme we have got now. A
variety of recommendations were
made to reduce at least some of
those problems.

Harry Glasbeek: The difficulty
the OFL was trying to address was
the fact that the system as it stands
is really an opting-in system:
workers actually have to come
together, sign up and  organise
themselves. They have to organise
themselves on a workplace by
workplace basis. Once all the
original participants, large mass
assembly-line organisations, had
‘been organised - and that was
done way back in-the 1940s and
50s - very little progress was
made because it is a-very slow
" and haphazard way of doing it. So
it -is very ‘difficult for unions-to
organise people m new work-
places 5
"~ As there dare 'many people now
“working ‘in the workforce of a

different kind - there .are many
- more women and immigrants in
the workforce and the workplaces
are much smaller - the labour
-movement.has been trying-to say,
well we have got to cover all
those places to-give those people
the kind :of ‘protéction collective
bargaining: -can- give. They are

make it more responsive to. that
need. So their suggestions were to
‘make it easier to become [mem-
bers of} unions. Two major ideas

they ‘have is to try to break’

through the workplace by work-
place organisation and make the
bureaucratic opting-in part of it
simpler. -Both those things are
very difficult to devise; they are
‘actually very. difficult technically,
-as well -as ideologically, for the’
employers.. That 'was a major
thrust. of the legrslatron that“they
“proposed.

Then there is the anti-scab leg-
islation which has already been
mentioned. They are also very
interested in trying to make sure
that when employers move -
which they do more.often than
they used to - workers who had
bargaining rights don't lose them.

Why do you see the anti-scab
legislation as the most impor-
tant?

Eric Tucker: There are a number
of major problems that the unions

‘face. One of them was the prob-

lem of maintaining membership.
Another aspect of that phenome-
non is that trade unions are losing

bargaining power in many sectors’

of industry. For, especially in
many of the small workplaces it is
a real concern that workers don't
have a real option of striking;
under our current law their em-
ployers are allowed to replace
them.

For many large employers like
the auto and steel manufacturers it
is just not realistic to hire replace-
ment workers. But ideologically it
is significant, because it represents
a recognition of the need for the
state to intervene to support work-
ers' power in collective bargain-
ing. Potentially it can help certain
segments of the workforce which
today are most vulnerable.

As you have mentioned in your
article, technological change and
contracting out are the primary
means used by employers in
order to increase their competi-
tive power. On the other hand,
the labour law committee report
recommends the right to bargain
over technological:changes and

‘contracting” out -if- these issues
~arise during the life of the agree-

ment.” Why do you think that
having the right to strike over
these issues is important?

Harry Glasbeek: It is important
for the obvious reason that if
employers who are perfectly will-

“ing’ to “move- their -assets have

already made up their mind to do
that. To talk about it with the

“unien will do-very little to change

trying *to_mould. the system to *j"theirjminds’.f The-only thing that is

Teft to talk about isthe length:of
time, the kind of processes to be
arranged, the kind of protocols
that shall have to be abided by,
etc. But there isn't much that the
‘union can do.

During the life of a collective
agreement under our present law,
the "union" cannot use its strike
power at all; that is against ‘the
law. Incidentally; in the advanced
industrialised countries we are the
only country which says that you
cannot strike during the life of the

“collective agreement as a matter

of law..

(Part 1)

So this has always been an
unequal relationship. After all, the
employer can always say that it is
scaling down its operations be-
cause that's not a lockout during
the life of a collective agreement,
which is what happens when it
takes its business elsewhere, when
it contracts out during the-collec-
tive agreement. A union can never
do that; nor does it want to do
that by the way. The only thing it
might want to do is to strike to get
different terms. So if there is
going to be any kind of pressure
on the: employer not to take ad-
vantage of cheap labour or cheap
technology elsewhere, [this will
happen] if there is an immediate
cost to the employer, i.e. the
threat of a strike.

In most cases the union will not
be in a position to use that power,
just as a matter of practicality.
Very often when an employer is
ready to go elsewhere there is
very little to be gained by strik-
ing. But at least the threat is
there. Then there is a possibility
that there is some pressure on the
employer to listen to the workers'
needs and demands. And also it is
[important] in bargaining. It is a
political right of workers to have
to say my job, my life, my securi-
ty you can't just take it away
without us fighting about it. The
union movement, in my view,
should not have given up that
right without a fight.

Eric Tucker: As to why the un-
ions back down, or refuse to at
least set that as a demand at the
beginning ofthe process, I think it
is in part because they were trying
to make their proposals more
sellable, and presumably felt that
the employers would object more
strenuously to a duty to bargain
during the life of "a collective
agreement where there was a right
to strike.

But more than that, I think part
of the problem was that the union
representatives involved are being

caught up in this new discourse-

about partnership between labour

~and. capital. The idea was that,
well if we just get.everyone. to-
- gether and- talk about it in good

faith then as partners in this enter-
prise we will come up with mutu-
ally advantageous solutions... The
imbalance that exists between
labour and capital, the increased
mobility of capital is what's often
causing trade unions to have ]ess
power.. . The power relationship is

- one:in which if .you.are partners
“"you are very unequal partners; [it]
»iszone that at least these people
- from* the labour movement in-

volved in this exercise are failing.

to come to terms with.

What is the labour law commi-
ttee'srecommendation over pick-
eting rights and what ‘is your
criticism of it?

Harry: Glasbeek: They have no
real recommendation over picket-
ing rights. They address two is-
sues as.] remember: One was they

- said that the right to picket should
.be.looked at again by somebody

else. Because what we have now

are a series of laws which are
based on property laws. In effect
what they say is that you can go
out. and hold up a placard and
stand outside a plant if that plant
is your primary target in the
strike. Then you can ask people
not to go to work there or not 'to
deal with that plant However,
you can't do this on private land,

you can't stand on public land if
you obstruct a highway, you can't
push anybody about, you can't use
bad language, you can't tell
lies;... there are all sorts of things
which will make this kind of situa-
tion subject to legal repression.
And it is very easy therefore to
make picketing ineffective if the
employer and the state wish to do
s0.

In addition, we are not allowed
to picket at a secondary site. That
is, if the workers think that some-
body is assisting the employer, if
that is-actually a separate site, we
are not allowed to go and boycott
there and picket there at all; that
is actually forbidden by the law.
So the labour committee suggested
that something should be done
about that, but they didn't actually
say what should be done and they
left that open, because they
thought that was too tough a prob-
lem. A

The other issue that they had is,
some unions have had a lot of
trouble in recent times here, again
because of the same property
notions of organising and picket-
ing in shopping 'malls, i.e. in
common situations where they're
interested in one or two employers
but there are many employers
within the same physical space
owned by one landlord. Then they
seem to be interfering with other
people's businesses. So they have
been kept out of there by the law,
again based on the same principles
that I've already outlined. So they
want special rules to deal with that
kind of situation. They were not
very clear on how that should be
done; they left that for further
review. Really all they are asking
for is further study and improve-
ment, but they haven't actually
done anything.

In your article you emphasise

state power as.a supporting force
to guarantee the implementation
of the labour law. If the labour
movement in itself doesn't have
the power to control the labour
law, could state power play an
effective role in that regard?”

Harry Glasbeek: We were trying
to get at the problem in a slightly
different way to the: way you are
positing it. Our notion is. that the
dlfﬁculty with our collective bar-
gaining system is that it is a frag-
mented system. So that some
sectors do relatively well under it.
The idea is to have other sectors
join it, whether or not bargaining
will give them an advantage. But
the labour committee thought that
that is the best way to go. What
we. are -arguing . for s, that[...]
what:is needed are some Tights for

_-people who are unlikely to be able

to form unions very easily, or
even if they do, unlikely to have
much bargaining power. The ideas
which we should belooking at i$
a guaranteeing of rights at a better
level so that.some people could
come in and say, well there are

some things we don't have to

bargain about any more, even if
we do have a union.
~ For instance you could have a

rule which says. something about

technological change during the
life of a. collective agreement
which would say you cannot do it

unless certain criteria are satisfied;
there is nothing to bargain about.
Now that requires a good deal of
political push by labour on' the
government to get the government
to pass that.

The labour committee said that
one of its main.concerns was the
feminization of labour, that there
are many women who are working
in the workforce more than ever

- before, who -are not doing well,

who are not in traditional, indus-
trial jobs, and who are not getting
equal pay. One of the things to do
is to lift the minimum wage, SO
that the gap in equality would
diminish between males and fe-
males, and lift it dramatically...

Harry Glasbeek: The labour
movement in its own report states
what we need is to improve our
coverage. Now obviously they
can't do it by themselves. So they
are asking for help on that, for
help for more access for better
certification, for anti-scab legisla-
tion, for some help with. techno-
logical change and successor right
when somebody leaves. What they.
are really saying is we have got a
fragmented system which we can't
improve on our own. So we are
asking a labour-favouring govern-
ment to help us out, and that's just
as it should be. ’

What we are saying is that some
of the things they are asking for
are very limited; they will not
actually solve the problems which
they are seeking to address. We
gave example of that by the num-
ber of people in small workplaces,
scattered all over the place, not in
the traditional work centres, and
who could not benefit even if they
were unionised.

You see, this system doesn't
allow you, just because you have
a union, to make an advance.

‘When you belong say to the Cana-
-dian Auto Workers it sounds as if

you belong to a very large union.
But under our legal system that's
a bit deceptive. Because if you are
only in a workplace of five peo-
ple, and you are five members of

-the Canadian Auto Workers, you

don't have the might of the CAW
to help you in your bargaining.
They help you a bit with strike
pay if you need it, and they might
help you with advice. But it is not
as if all the workers in the CAW
will be on your side when you
ﬁght your employer The employ-
er is small, he'is not making much
of a profit, there is only five of
you, SO there isn't much to be
gained by a strike or fighting.
So the fact that you now have a
union, and that you have bargain-
mg rights, doesn't mean that you
in fact.-have improvement rights;
nothing follows from that. The
union movement, in its recom-
mendations, doesn't deal with a
very real problem, because there
was an increase in the number of
small workplaces and 'atypical’
workers, as they are called these
days. What you need is a way of

'llftmg everybody up so that, even

if your bargammg rights are not
that strong, you are ‘guaranteed a
certain level of welfare and secu-
Tity. Similarly, for those people
who do have strong bargaining
rights, or better bargaining rights,
this will serve as a useful floor as
well.

What we are saying is you have
got to ask for both. What we feel
in this report is that this particular
"set of recommendations doesn't
‘address the second aspect of the
trad1t10nal labour necessity ade-
quately. It has left it to a separate
set of programmes. We don't
think it should be separated.  ®
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European labour movement
can unite today

Interview with Claus Larsen-Jensen

#
Claus Larsen-densen is the International Secretary of

in Denmark talked t_o Claus Larsen Jensen ‘about the

What went on at the congress?.

The SID congress was a political,
working-class congress. Many
political issues were discussed.
There are always political debates
and conflicts at our congresses.

Two very important questions
were discussed: one was the issue
of the structure of Danish trade
unions; and the other, the 1993
contract talks. On the trade unian
structure, decision was taken with
a high degree of consensus. The
congress also passed resolutions
on 17 demands and called for
their implementation in 1993.

We represent around. 1,000
workplaces in - labour contract
talks. Our strategy is to get a
suitable pay rise in all the regions
that we represent. Although the
pay levels are different in the
different branches and workplaces,
as a point of pr1nc1ple and a
question of solidarity it is ‘essential
that we follow a basic pay policy.

Our demands include improve-

ments in the situation of pension-
ers and their housing, and parental
leave for the care of sick children.
But, generally, in the labour
contracts the question of higher
wages is very important. I don't
want to belittle the significance of
other demands. There may be
demands which are very impor-
tant, but preparation for the
contract negotiations is mainly in
the area of talks over wages.

The congress also supported the
drafting of a comprehenswe work
plan for all the regions covered by
the union. It decided to have this
plan discussed among the mem-
bers and to have a decision on it
taken at the next congress.

For the first time in the history
of our union we adopted a special
policy with regard to women
workers. The line of occupation of
our members, and hence our un-
ion, has traditionally been male-

dominated. A decade ‘ago only .

15,000 to 20,000 of our 315,000
‘members were women. In the last
five years, however, the number
of women members has risen to
46,000, which is really. remark-
able. If you compare our union
with the Women Workers Union,
which traditionally. organises un-
skilled women workers (they have
100,000 members), you will see

that this is not a small number. -

The congress decided that women
workers should be able to elect
their own representatives. Also a
commission of women representa-
tives was formed at the congress
itself. This decision of the con-
gress shows very well that, both
polmcally and from the v1ewpomt
of its. aims, the union's attitude
towards  women is. changmg It

may well lead to changes in the -
whole structure - of .the Danish..

SID's recently held congress, o

n European integration

labour movement. The discussion
of a merger between the Women
Workers Union and SID" worries
the Women Workers Union, since
right now in unions like the HK
[clerical union] and the municipal
workers' union, despite their large
percentage of women workers, the
key positions of power are held by
men.

Another topic discussed at the
congress was our policy towards
European integration. There have
always been - different views on
this issue within the union. The
union and the members have tradi-
tionally been regarded as opposed
to the EC. In 1972 Anker
Jorgensen [the then Social Demo-
cratic leader] recommended that
the union vote for the common
market, but they voted against.
Since that time there have been
much discussion in the union over
this question. But the congress
succeeded in issuing a common
declaration, and a committee,

‘comprising the different view-

points, was also set up. Now the
debate is not just over the EC, but
also concerns the question of what
aim we workers should be pursu-
ing in our unity with other work-
ers.

The union succeeded in making
a final decision on this: our union
does not say no to a united Eu-
rope, and is for cooperation on
the basis of the Rome Treaty and
EC accord. This is a new position,
and is a step in favour of the
position of a united Europe. We
should now try to formulate the
programme for the integration of
the whole of Europe, the reso-
lution of ethnic and religious dif-
ferences, and the problem of un-
employment.

What are the benefits of the EC
for workers?

Both the opponents and the sup-
porters of this issue were agreed
that we should develop and pro-
mote, rather than - impede, the
process of European unity. This
unity should include the whole of
Europe, i.e. all the countries in
east and west.

"My assessment is that the situa-

. tion has changed since 1972. The
_basic reasons that existed then

against the Rome Treaty are not

relevant any more. One of the

reasons then was that this treaty is
capitalistic. It was also said- that
the treaty did not include the poor
countries in Europe. Today these
reasons have lost their relevance.

Also, attempts are now being
made to make Poland, Czechoslo-
vakia and Hungary members of -

the EC. The EC is the only safe’

organ today for cooperatlon and
“close relationships. That is why it .
.-is dangerous to destroy this. only

safe and fundamental economic
and political’ orgamsatlon For the
first time since World War II
almost the whole of Europe is
entering into cooperation.

Japan and the USA are develop-
ing. Europe should also develop
along with them, otherwise the
[economic] decline and the mass
unemployment will not permit the
building of a welfare;society. The
elimination of borders and the
creation of a large market will
lead to growth and development.
We should not gloss over the fact
that the dismantling of borders
helps to destroy nationalism. With
the world developments and the
changes in the Soviet Union and
the eastern bloc, people resort to
old and familiar things like nation-
alism; they dream of the return of
kings; the bourgeoisie's classic
symbols like god, king, country
and flag are all revived. Under
such conditions it is dangerous if
the for_mation of the European
union is defeated. This will inten-
sify the rivalries among the Euro-
pean countries. And if Western
Europe dlsmtegrates, it is impossi-
ble to imagine what may happen
next. When you have war you
can't expect a welfare society. If
the* West fails to help the east
[European] countries to develop,

then the ethnic and religious con-

flicts will flare up, and the situa-
tion in Yugoslavia will be extend-
ed to the whole of Europe.
" Today the wage earners should
call for the formation of supra-
“national organisations and unions.
“We have two tasks before us:
first, to build supra-national indus-
trial unions, while defending the
gains we have won until now; and
second, to exercise control over,
and exert influence on, the Euro-
pean Community - i.e. democratic
control over the power of the EC.

On the Day of Action against
unemployment on 6th October
the unions called for the replace-
ment of the Conservative govern-
ment with a Social Democratic
one. What are your views on
that? d '

I think the Social Democrats will
make a lot of efforts to create
employment. But it is a lie to say
that economic welfare will .in-
crease. What can happen is. cre-

ation of jobs for the unemployed -
and the improvement of the eco-’

“npomic situation.

,—"Ille congress passed a resolution-

-on countries where: workers lack
organising right and are jailed
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and executed...

Yes. First of all, I should say that
around 70 representatives from
various countries were present in
our congress. There weren't any
from Iran. These included repre-
sentatives from South Africa,
Southern and Central America,
Central and Eastern Europe, and
from Western Europe. We issued
a declaration of solidarity with
workers of the Third World and
their legitimate rights. We should
put a lot of efforts into removing
the regimes who jail and execute
workers. |
Today we see how the workers'

social rights and union rights in
the advanced industrial countries
are being rolled back. The ques-
tion is how we can resist these
changes internationally. For in-
stance, what instruments -should
we employ in the case of the
Third World countries? Economic
sanctions or political sanctions...

In view of the world develop-
ments and the changes in eastern
Europe, how do you assess the
situation of the labour movement
generally?

There are both positive and nega-
tive elements in these changes. I'll
first mention the positive ones.
One positive thing is that a
repressive system in the East dis-
appeared. It is always positive that
a democratic system replaces a
repressive and one-party system.

The other point is that for the first

time since the 1930s, we are see-
ing the unification and generaliza-
tion of the labour movement in
Europe. This is going to take
place. We should not forget that
the labour movement historically
and ideologically has had its roots
in Europe; it began as a movement
in the Buropean countries. As a
matter of fact those fundamental
ideas put forward by Karl Marx
and through "the revolutions in
France and other European coun-
tries correspond to the conditions
in the European countries. These
ideas then spread around the
world. Fundamental discussions of
human life are contained in these
ideas, and today the basic stand-
points and discussions of demo-
cratic socialism are scattered
around the world.

The European labour movement
can unite today, and help the
.workers' movement in other coun-
tries. The danger exists that the
labour movement in the West
focuses on the labour movement
in Eastern Europe, forgetting the
labour movement in the Third
World. But knowing as I do our
own union and the unions in Eu-
rope, I don't think this is very
likely. The labour movement in
the Third World is seen as speclal-
ly significant by the unions in the
West. My understandmg is that

whatever the changes in the East-
ern bloc, these changes will help
the internationalisation and unifi-
‘cation of the world labour move-
ment. The model I have in mind
of the process of development of
united Europe is that in which the
whole social system of Europe
becomes interconnected in a single
market. I think the economic and
political gaps between the north-

" ern, southern, eastern and western

‘countries will gradually disappear.

All these, together with the large- »

scale immigration of people in the .

present world, for whatever rea--

sons, - will make the workers'

movement all the more interna-
tional in character.

On the negative side, I should
say that ideologically workers are
badly under pressure. I don't want
to say that nothing exists any
more, but there is a vacuum in the
left movement and in its activities.
Whether we like it or not, and
whether there is difference be-
tween the one-party system and
the communist system or not, the
decisive thing is that the progress
of the eastern countries today lies
in prlvatxsation Because there the
economic system was completely
statist which impedes the function-
ing of the system. The Rightist
campaign of comprehensive priva-
tisation initiated by Thatcher and
Reagan is taking advantage of the
process of privatisations in the
East in favour of its own ideology,
portraying the developments in the
East as a corroboration of itself.
The’ problem is that the people
who have lived under a one-party
state and under state control think
that they will achieve social wel-
fare through the market economy
and parliament - an idea advocat-
ed and spread by the conservatives
and neo-liberalism.

After the defeat of Communist
power in eastern Europe, the
labour movement in these coun-
tries has gone on the defensive,
since there can no longer be any
question of left, socialism, state
intervention and social rights. The
choice before people is liberalism.
At the very time when there is a
need for a powerful labour move-
ment in the East, the weakness of
the labour movement in the East
will, in a worse situation, break
the back of the West's labour
movement.

Another point is that today an
anti-working class and anti-union
campaign is being waged by the
Conservative governments and the
large multinationals to promote
individualism among workers and
unions and empty the unions from
within. The whole labour move-
ment and welfare society are
threatened.

We should not be totally pessi-
mistic and disappointed. We have
great international challenges
ahead of us. Our ideal is improve-
ment of people's lives. We should

+forget the red ﬂags, there -aren't
any red flags in the East today
anyway. We should build a soci-
ety and world worthy ‘of human
beings. We can win. But facing us
are huge capitalist. corporations
and cartels and global media.
Today the CNN is planning the
world agenda. In the economic
policies of the EC we put forward
the struggle against unemploy-
‘ment. Europe should put its efforts
into improving the conditions in
the Third World. Now the Third
World is paying for the cost of
Europe's economic pohcles

Another issue is the growth of
racism and Nazism. If in the EC
we can solve the social and eco-
nomic problems, Nazism will also
be uprooted. . L]

{In the Persian Section .

In addition to the artlcles in the Eng-
lish section, the Persian section of this
issue includes:

@ Protectionism & US umomsm OWe
are advocates of new unionism in the
21st-century - interview with Jerry
Tucker ®Messengers of solidarity -
interview with Behzad Barkhodaee,
coordinator of ISASK labour solidarity
committee in Sweden ®lraqi Kurdis-
tan's government resorted to national-
ism against workers' struggle - inter-
view with Khosro Sayeh, workers'
‘councils leader in Iragi Kurdistan.
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Sweden

Over 11,000 employed and
unemployed construction
workers marched through
Stockholm last month to protest
the government's economic and
social policies. The job losses
are - highest in construction
where 30, 540 are now out of
work.:

Turkey

®Around 4,000 civil servants
held a protest march in Ankara
on 21st December, calling for
adequate pay increases and
recognition of union rights.

®For the first time in the
company's history, workers of
Gima: chdin stores began a
strike on 25 December after the
breakdown of talks.

#Municipal workers in Shishli
district of Istanbul staged go-
slows -and stoppages in protest
against delayed pay.

Australia =
Australian trade unions said
they would resist Victoria state
government's announced plans
to sack 8,500 transport workers
over the next three years. The
state's trades council, which
groups most unions in the state,
said it would fight to maintain
services and jobs.

Europe
The European Trades Union.

action on- 2 April against
unemployment and for ‘social
rights. Unemployment in
Europe is expected torise to 11
per cent.

Congress- has called for a day |

Iranian government under

Left victory in Turkish unions

WT News Service:

The left wing in the Tiirk-Ish
trade union confederation won a
decisive . victory at the union's
16th congress as the militant activ-
ists swept the top leadership posi-
tions. As Turkey's largest trade

union confederation, Tiirk-Ish had.

long been in the control of right-
wing pro-government leaders.
Bahram Rahmani, Worker To-

-day co-worker, reports that the

left were well-prepared. for the
congress and had campaigned
hard among the union rank and
file. By the time of the convention
they had won the support of 23 of
the 33 unions represented at the
congress. In contrast to previous
practices at the confederation's
conventions, two separate slates of
right and left wing candidates,
with distinct policies, ran this
time.

Held from 7th to .14 December,
the congress elected the left slate's
candidates Bayram Meral and
Shemsi Denizer as President and
Vice = President, respectively.
Meral beat the outgoing president
Shevket Yilmaz by 255 to 184
votes, and Shemsi Denizer, the
militant leader of Zonguldak min-
ers, got 231 of the votes. Every

WT News Service:

Since September 19 over 500
steelworkers at Trinity Industries
in Bessemer, Alabama, the largest
producer of railroad cars in the
US, have been on strike to win a
decent contract.. ‘

"Trinity has used tear gas, court’

injunctions, mass firings, private
detectives, false arrests,
strikebreakers in attempts to break
the strike. One striker has been
shot," said a statement distributed
by United Steel Workers of Amer-
ica Local 9226. :
_According to Militant, published

and’

one of the other positions was also
won by the left slate.

Before the congress some minis-
ters and members of parliament

voiced their support for the in--

cumbent leadership. Siileyman

Demirel, the prime minister, met-

Shevket Yilmaz in the union head-
quarters and indirectly express d
his support.

The left tendency in Turkish
unions have been campaigning for
a number of years for democrati-
sation and for direct action by
members. The Tiirk-Ish victory
comes in the wake of a number of
years of mass and bitter struggles
by Turkish workers against the
employers and government.

" After the elections, the incom-
ing president Bayram Meral said:
*There was a lot of outside inter-
ference at this congress. Neverthe-
less, workers' representatives
won. In future, those who used to
interfere in the business of Tiirk-
Ish should know that we. have
created class solidarity. The work-
ing class will not any more be a
tool in the hands of the other
tendencies. We will work for class -
solidarity and for people's well-
being". ‘ us

US steel strikers standing firm

in the US, National Labor Rela-
tions -Board. (NLRB) ruled that
Trinity cannot permanently -re-
place the strikers. It also said that
Trinity committed an unfair labour
practice when its guards threw
tear gas at workers peacefully
picketing the plant.

" According to these reports, the

company has failed to.replace the -

strikers by running ads in area
newspapers, and no railroad car

-has been produced. The strike

remains strong and is gaining
public support. =

pressure of labour organisations

Mostafa Saaber

THE publication of the interview
by Rakentaja (no.43, November
92), paper of the Finnish Con-
struction Workers Union, with the
coordinators of the Iranian-Finnish
Labour Solidarity Committee on
the jailing and execution of labour
activists in Iran and Iraq, prompt-
ed the swift reaction of the Islamic
Republic embassy in Finland.
After only two weeks, the embas-
sy found it mecessary to use its
legal right to have its reply print-
ed in the paper.

This reply, like the other earlier
cases - such as the replies to the
Canadian CLC's resolution con-
demning the Islamic Republic, and
to the Austrian OGB's denuncia-
tion of the violation of workers'
rights in Iran - carried the familiar
it is denied", "the jailing and

execution of workers in Iran is

untrue”, "that workers in Iran are
without rights is completely false”.

But a government which every-
one knows how easily slits the
throats of its opponents, can't help
admitting, even in its embassy's
letters of denial, that 'of course
the criminals, smugglers and the
like are executed'. It is enough to
quote just one sentence from the
latest UN report, for the meaning
of these "of course"s and the
absurd position of the IR officials
coming up with such "denials" to
become clear: "In the first eight
months of 1992 executions of 224
people were officially announced
in Iran, 66 of whom had political
charges."

Nevertheless, the hasty reply of
the IR embassy to the statements
of Parviz Azizian and Ribwar

Arefi, coordinators of the Iranian-

Finnish Labour Solidarity Com-
mittee, also contains a number of

serious points:

. Firstly, it is clear that the sup-
port shown by labour organisa-
tions around the world for work-
ers in Iran has frightened the IR
officials. They are amazed to see
that the Iranian workers are not
just a rightless mass, deprived of
organisation and of the power for
organised protest, who can be
fired, put ifi jail and sentenced to
death; that there is such thing.as
international labour solidarity
which cannot be fought by the
power of its Pasdar guards and its
mullahs. This force is already part
of the existence of the Iranian
working class.

Secondly, the demand for the
expulsion of the Islamic- Republic
from the ILO, mentioned in the
above interview, has particularly
irritated the embassy: "They are
trying, by childish and unsubstan-
tiated claims, to expel the majestic

Strike aégainst Peugoet layo‘ffs

WT News Service:

Workers at Chausson plant in
Creil, France, a ‘subsidiary of
Peugoet and Renault car compa-
nies, went on strike on 15 January
after the announcement that 1,104
jobs were to go - according to a
report in Lutte Ouvriér, pubhshed
in France.

Earlier in Ianuary Peugoet'
announced that it was cutting
2,597 jobs in 1993 - around 5 per
cent of the workforce. According
to- the Financial Times (6/1-93),
the decision is part of Peugoet's
strategy to increase .productivity
by 12 per cent a year. Last year-
the company cut almost 1,500

jobs. The latest job losses are the
biggest since 1988.

The CGT union said the compa-
ny was expected to announce a
profit for 1992. "Nothing justifies
the redundancies,” it said. It
called on the management to cut
the work week to 35 hours and
negotiate early retirement, instead.

The day before their ~strike
action, workers at Chausson plant
held a general assembly in which
700 participated. The management
had said that those accepting
voluntary_ redundancy would-
receive a 40,000 franc bonus,
otherwise the firings would start,
from 10 May.

country of Iran from the ILO."
Such reaction stems from the
fact that even the officials of the
Iranian embassy in Finland have
come to know that following the
protests by labour umong agamst
‘the IR officials' presence in the
ILO, passing as Iranian workers’
representatives, and . against the
denial of workers' rights in the
labour law, the establishing of
relations between "that majestic

country” and the ILO may have
been made more difficult.

- If this degree of concern of the
labour organisations in different
countries for the rights of workers
in Iran has produced such results,
the question worrying the IR must
be what would happen to its posi-
tion in international organs were
the unions to take their protests
also to these international organi-
sations, including the ILO? =

‘@We shouldn't build a union on

the basis of Canadian nationalism
Interview with Barry Weisleder p.13
e European labour movement

can unite today
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®Reforming Ontario labour law
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and Eric Tucker p.14




