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WORKER TODAY -

Out of work, but not out of union

Interview with Danish unemployed typesetters' representatives

Tell us about your union.

Elne Schgonning: We are one of
the democratic unions in Den-
mark. All the decisions are made
through voting, everybody can
elect and be elected... The union
helps us in all of our plans and
programs. Other Danish unions
don't have the democratic tradi-
tions we have.

Our union has extensive interna-
tional activities. We are member
of the International Printworkers
Union, which has ties with almost
all the unions across Europe.

Vitos Borreng Olsen: The union
allocates DKr160 -a month for
every unemployed member. This
is used to fund the various events
- from get-togethers, to holding,
for example, concerts or discus-
sions on various topics.

What's the rate of unemploy-
ment in Denmark generally, and
in typesetting particularly? And
what do you think the reason is
for it?

Eine Schgonning: It is 11% in
Denmark, and about 20% in the
typesetting branch.

Ivan Larsen: The cause of
unemployment is the policies of
the ruling Conservative govern-
ment. They don't do anything
about it, but are just worried
about their balance of payments.

The primary, fundamental cause
of unemployment in the printing
industry is the . application of
modern techniques. It has elimi-
nated many of the jobs. More-
over, the labour contract doesn't
cover the problems of modern
labour. For instance, the applica-
tion of Desktop publishing is not
stipulated in the contract. Compa-
nies like IBM have simplified the
typesetting work to such a degree
that anyone can do it with the help
of a computer in their home. We
are fighting against this. We
demand that typesetting work
should be referred to known cen-
tres, companies and advertising
agencies.

What activities have you and LO
(confederation  of Danish trade
unions) done to fight the prob-
lem of unemployment?

‘Elne Schgonning: There's a big
difference between the unions
today. Some of them are active in
this respect. So, we work together
with them - to oust the Conserva-
tive government, for example. But
there are some which are indiffer-
ent. We cooperate with the unions
that are militant and progressive...
For instance, on 6th of October,
the reopening day of the parlia-
ment, we organised a joint demon-
stration... But such things have
become somewhat difficult to do
these days. Many people in Den-
mark are filled with despair and

disappointment. Those who are
employed are concerned about
their jobs. So, many people are
afraid to put up a struggle. It is
our, as well as all progressive
unions', duty to fight the existing
mood among the workers, and call
upon them to struggle against the
present Conservative, reactionary
government.

Ivan Larsen: Unions haven't done
much by way of struggle during
the past few years... We believe

‘unions and the labour movement

have been very quiet during the
past few years, and have done
nothing to unite the existing dis-
satisfaction against the govern-
ment. They have, in fact, been
quite idle and useless. '

We, in the ALO, are trying to
work out a national program. Our
organisation has been there for a
few years now, but still it isn't a
national organisation...

Elne Schgomning: I'd like to
quote an old, well-known sentence
from the Communist Manifesto
here: "A specter is haunting Eu-
rope - the specter of commu-
nism". The specter that is haunt-
ing Denmark today is the specter
of unemployment. It's very diffi-
cult to put forward demands and
urge the workers to struggle for
them when there's such wide-
spread unemployment. The em-
ployed are afraid to lose their
jobs, and the unemployed can't
figure out any solution. Their
minds are haunted with questions
like how they should spend their

. days, how they should provide for

their family... If both the husband
and wife are our of work, they'll
have to rent an unsuitable place,
feed their children only improper-
ly, etc. This is our plight. Al-
though it's not exactly like the
plight [of the working people] in
Africa or in a country like Iran,
we should keep fighting for better
conditions. Our better conditions
will influence the situation interna-
tionally, and chances are that poor
countries will also rise to fight for
such conditions.

What necessity is there for an
organisation of the unemployed
within the same union?

Elne Schgonning: To prevent the
worsening of the situation. We
have no problem, in any regard,
with our union or with the em-
ployed. This is just an attempt for
a special situation. We arrange
meetings, picnics and parties for
the jobless lest they should stay
alone at home; something which is
really hard. All the necessary
expenses are paid by the union.
We're the only union in Denmark
where the unemployed members
don't pay any dues and, instead,
those who are working pay the
highest dues in Denmark and in
the world. This is in itself a real
working-class  solidarity. I'm

proud of the Typographic Union.
There are few unions where their
unemployed have such an organi-
sation. I hope we'll see it form in
the rest of the unions as well.

Ivan Larsen: All the same, we're
not in such a good shape. Our
union can do a lot more. It's be-
ing very sluggish. It hasn't been in
the arena of struggle against this
Conservative government for
years. We in the ALO are not just
an organisation to arrange fishing
trips and hold parties. I said the
same thing in an interview with a
Danish journal called "Kommu-
nist” - and it caused some argu-
ments and frictions among us.

Elne Schgonning: We have our
differences, too. I disagree with
Ivan. I believe our union has done
a lot for the unemployed. We
chose our representatives our-
selves, and they've done a lot so
far. We're in the process of merg-
ing with several other unions in
order to build the amalgamated
printers' union. Well, our repre-
sentatives are busy doipg such
tasks. Now it's possible that in the
midst of all this they pay less
attention to the jobless, and this
sometimes causes frictions bet-
ween us. But, these aren't serious,
and we can cooperate very well.

You want to get rid of the Con-
servative government. What is
your own alternative?

Elne Schgonning: We want to
bring to power a government of
the Social Democrats and the
Socialist People's party. Of
course, this is only the first step;
we should then put pressure on
them to follow a working-class
policy.

What do you think of the 35-
hour week?

Elne Schgonning: We're all
agreed on it, and have been fight-
ing for it for years. But LO didn't
back this slogan...

What do you say on the growth
of racism?

Elne Schgonning: We're against
racism. In the '30s the Nazis were
blaming the Jews for the unem-
ployment; the circumstances today
are more or less like those years.
Massive unemployment existed at
that time, too. People didn't have
food and clothing. Difficulties
were immense. This force should
have been mustered against the
ruling regime, but it was abused,
and directed against the Jews; just
as today, when the blame, instead
of being aimed at the Conserva-
tive, reactionary government, is
being put on the immigrants and
refugees.

The deportation of asylum seek-
ers that takes place in Denmark is
really alarming. This is racism.
However, we haven't yet experi-
enced racism with the same de-
gree of violence as in Germany.

Ivan Larsen: I'm sure that the
Danish people want the foreigners
to have good, equal standard of
living; this is the people's attitude.
But the economic situation, on the
other hand, enables racism to crop
out a bit. So, unfortunately I can't

say racism doesn't exist in Den-
mark.

Is there anything else you would
like to add?

Elne Schgonning: ... We wish for
the working-class unity between
the employed and the un-
employed. Those who have jobs
know very well that their turn will
come tomorrow. So, they should
unite with the unemployed within
the unions. Eight to ten years ago
workers used to take part in large
numbers, in demonstrations

against a reactionary legislation or
a labour contract. But today, they
don't dare to stand up to the em-
ployers, and the latter have got
the upper hand. In Britain, for
example, Murdoch sacked all of
the typesetters and replaced them
with some electricians. The em-
ployers intend to do the same
thing here in Denmark. But, so
far they haven't succeeded. We
are busy building a large printers’
union.’

And please print this sentence at
the top of the interview: WORK-
ERS OF THE WORLD UNITE!=

From p.15

Iranian nationalism blames
Afghans for unemployment

socialism could be foreseen; even
if they hadn't announced its de-
feat, the society itself had already
rejected it. They destroyed it
before workers could, and called
this 'the destruction of com-
munism'.

We should not be disappointed.
Many problems confront us which
we should address and try to
solve. The various capitalist mod-
els, and the later altered versions,
are not the solution to our prob-
lems; they are attacks against us.
The solution for a human life and
a human world is only possible by
our.own hands. Communism will
never lose its relevance; as long
as there is capitalism, exploitation,
and inequality, this social conflict

will also exist...

The force for change is there,
but we must first set about elimi-
nating its problems today. We
should work for an international
workers' organisation. This is a
necessity. I believe in and work
for this. Some may say that this is
an illusion, and argue that those
parasites have armies and nuclear
bombs with which to beat us
down... It is a fact that capital is
brutal, and has always been so.
But in fact workers' hatred is
much stronger than capital may
imagine. The world developments
until now have shown that they
are nothing against our organised
force. &
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Iranian nationalism blames
Afghans for unemployment

Interview with Mohammad Ahmad-Karim

What made you emigrate to
Iran? What were your expecta-
tions, and did these turn out as
you had hoped?

A large number of Afghan work-
ers have emigrated to various
countries because of the harsh
living conditions in Afghanistan. 1
am one of them.

We left the country unwillingly.
People in Afghanistan - particular-
ly workers - have been putting up
with appalling conditions, and
there is little, or no, hope for
things improving. There is ram-
pant starvation, unemployment,
inflation, lack of rights and
inequality, and children die in
droves. People have to toil day
and night just to stay alive. There
are all sorts of diseases, and there
is no health care. Where there is
health care, it is the reserve of the
rich. On top of all these, the
reactionary war has brought all
kinds of privations.

All my efforts to scrape togeth-
er a decent living failed... My last
resort to have a human and decent
life was to emigrate.

That's how I came to Iran... At
first 1 was relieved to enter the
country. But very soon I saw that
in Iran too there is mass unem-
ployment, inflation and all sorts of
inequalities. So I forgot about the
decent life I had been hoping for.

I went around for a while.
Later, I began to work as a street
vender and made a bare living.
After a difficult year, I got a job
in a factory through an Iranian
colleague. He also found me a
cheap place to stay. When the
people of the area saw how poor
we were they welcomed us and
later helped us have our children
sent to school. My children are
now educated and have their own
lives; their expectations of life
have grown, and they hate poverty
and backwardness.

Except for the first year, my six
and a half years' stay in Iran is
full of good and lasting memories.
My children and 1 learned the
meaning of life more than ever
before. I'll never forget those
fellow workers who were kind to
us. I can't give up the struggle,
and owe my present way of think-
ing to the communists I met in
Iran.

How are the Afghan immigrants
treated in Iran?

The attitudes are different. First of
all, the Islamic Republic recog-
nises no rights for Afghan, or
other, immigrants - and not even
for its own citizens. If for some
sections of Iranian workers there
is something called Labour Law -
even that being forced on the
government by the workers' own
struggle - for the immigrants there
is nothing. Any immigrant who
talks about labour laws is deported
from the country. Even Iranian
workers have been jailed and
executed in connection with

[struggle for] their demands and
rights. The Islamic Republic looks
on immigrants as slaves who
should submit to the most menial
jobs. As a result of what the Is-
lamic Republic has done there is
no organisation for the immig-
rants. To struggle against the
system, immigrant workers should
join forces with the militant work-
ers in Iran.

Before, an Afghan worker had
to rely mainly just on himself-
/herself, as an individual. But
fortunately this dispersion is grad-
ually ending, one reason being the
friendly relations with Iranian
workers. We want to have this
comradeship and should have tried
to build it up sooner. Afghan
workers working in working-class
districts have joined forces with
Iranian workers in fighting for
better wages, against the harsh
working conditions, etc. If this
solidarity is strengthened the Is-
lamic Republic will not any more
be able to repress us just because
we are immigrants.

Another factor which has been
burdening the Afghans is this
reactionary phenomenon of Irani-
an nationalism. This is a daily
threat against us. Iranian national-
ism blames Afghans for the unem-
ployment, inflation and lack of
rights. This same trend is active in
Europe and elsewhere as racism.
I think the pressure by nationalism
on Afghans is due, on the one
hand, to the absence of labour
organisations in Iran, and, on the
other, to the indifference and
negligence of a large section of
the Afghan workers themselves.

These intimidations can be
ended through solidarity between
Iranian workers and Afghan immi-
grants, and through their joint
struggle. If Afghans immigrants
had not in the beginning submitted
to the lowest jobs, now they
would be receiving more support
from the Iranian workers. But it is
not too late. We will certainly not
be left in the lurch and will be
warmly welcomed by many work-
ers. The closer the ties between
Afghans and the other workers
and noble people, the quicker this
process will take place. Though,
unfortunately, this has not yet
included the majority of Afghans
and Iranians, a climate is gradual-
ly being built up through the ef-
forts of conscious and militant
workers - particularly socialist
workers - to bring about this
brotherhood and common cause in
a practical sense.

"The existing comradeship has
not only helped to raise the cultur-
al level of Afghan workers, but
‘has also helped them in the strug-

-gles in the workplaces around

labour issues. Any existing fric-
tions should be seen as due to two
factors: First, Iranian nationalism
is hostile to immigrants and re-
gards them as a threat. Secondly,
Afghan workers, because of the
harsh conditions they were under
in Afghanistan and the high unem-
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ployment in Iran, when they find
a job do not bargain. This has
hurt the feeling. of the Iranians.
But it is not only Afghans who
give in to degrading and badly
paid jobs; a large army of the
unemployed is doing just that right
now.

For the reasons I mentioned,
the attitude towards the Afghan
immigrants is different. But I am
hopeful of a closer solidarity be-
tween Afghan and Iranian work-
ers. 1 hope that the socialist work-
ers in Iran, by their intervention,
will be able to stand in a united
barricade with the Afghans against
capitalism.

Could you talk about your living
conditions in Iran.

My living conditions in Iran, as an
immigrant there for six and a half
years, are certainly representative
of the life of the majority of the
Afghan immigrants living there.
Thanks to the present situation in
Iran and the appalling conditions
created by the Islamic Republic,
many noble people virtually die
and come to life a hundred times
a day. Naturally, the burdens
weigh more heavily on the immi-
grants. Unemployment, homeless-
ness, inflation, injustice, imprison-
ment and executions run amok

‘throughout the country. But the

anti-government protests have
never receded, despite all the

‘repression...

Of course, under such condi-
tions the life of the immigrant is
harder. For them jobs are more
difficuk to come by, and even if a
job is wound, it is an unregistered
one. The situation of the immi-
grants who have 'permanent’ jobs,
or those who work in factories on
a seasonal basis, is comparatively
better than that of the street vend-
ers. My life was along the same
lines. To make a bare living, 1
had to work in the factory during
the day, and sell things on the
streets in the evenings... My real
age is 30, but I look 45 and more.
The living conditions in Iran are
hard for both immigrant and in-
digenous workers.

Some say Afghan workers act as
strike-breakers. What do you
say on that?

First of all, there is no talk of
such things in the labour move-
ment, and the socialist  workers
don't waste their time on such
things. The Afghan and Iranian
workers have increased their
friendship and brotherhood. The
prejudices against Afghans are
gradually fading. Now a large
section of Afghan immigrants in
Iran consider themselves as having
a common cause with the other
workers in Iran, and cooperate
with them and join in the same
fight for a decent and human life.

Although, in political respects
and from the viewpoint of labour
struggles, Afghan workers lag
behind Iranian workers, their
emigration to various countries
has had the effect of drawing them
closer to relying on the power of
collective struggles. Today you
see that most Afghan immigrants
hate the Islamic Republic and
capitalism; the motive to fight and
their attraction towards commu-
nism have been strengthened.
Socialist workers should take
notice of this force and help them
to organise. Blind judgements are
not only not helpful for our unity,
but fuel the prejudices against the
immigrants.

Afghan immigrants have no
rights whatsoever. Their very
humanity is insulted, on a daily
basis. From the day they enter
Iran, or any other country, they
end up scattered in different cities,
and are faced with enormous
difficulties. Those who really
support strikes and struggles,
should come and help the immi-
grants, and enlist them in the
ranks of the struggle. They have
problems finding food, housing
and jobs, and are subject to humil-
iation. There have been no labour
organisations to help them. So, if
in such a world they submit to
overtime and to night-work, with
the least rights, because they are
hungry, there are reasons for this.
This is not strike-breaking.

Armies of unemployed workers
in the squares bring each other's
wage levels down by competing
for jobs. And when the employers
want to sack a militant worker,
they take advantage of the unem-
ployed. So in that case, even the
Iranian workers are strike-break-
ers. But. I think it is wrong to
reason this way. When things are
as they are, this just shows our
weakness, and we must admit it.
Socialist workers can play a useful
role here. Unemployed workers,
street venders, etc, should be
alerted to this fact; they should be
made aware that this is not the
way to have a decent life. These
workers should join together and
organise around demands for jobs,
unemployment benefit and a work-
ing-class labour law. They should
build their own organisations and
in this way win their demands.
The solution to poverty, unem-
ployment and disorganisation lies
in such actions.

As a worker who has lived and
worked in Iran for over six
years, could you talk about the
situation of the Iranian labour
movement and the issues it is
facing?

The Iranian labour movement is a
living movement and we are con-
stantly witnessing struggles across
the country. But at the moment it
is disorganised and is not ready to
make a line up against the bour-
geoisie in Iran. It is wrestling with
the economic difficulties that it is
under. The system and the laws in
place in Iran have posed the most
serious barrier to workers' organi-
sing. Iranian workers have been
deprived of their own genuine
organisations. From the viewpoint
of the Islamic Republic, the strug-
gle to form labour organisations is
a political crime. In this class
battle many workers have been
arrested and executed. And
through such methods workers
have been kept disorganised. But
despite all these anti-worker mea-
sures, the issue of organisation is
still alive, and has repeatedly
come up on the agenda, as an
economic and political necessity.
Strikes and other forms of protest
have taken place over this de-
mand. =

Of course, the state laws are not
the only obstacle to the building of
labour organisations, and other
non-worker social pressures have
contributed toit. Iranian national-
ism blames Afghan workers and
foreigners for the workers' prob-
lems. As a matter of fact, this
reactionary tendency's concern is
not wage improvements; it hates
foreigners, and works just . like
racism... Until now the only ten-
dency that has taken the workers'
demands seriously is the worker-

socialist tendency. Unfortunately
this trend is not a dominant one,
but if it continues as it is doing
now, there should be more hope
for victory.

I think if in the context of the
current struggle for economic
demands the labour movement
were to achieve its genuine orga-
nisations, then the indifference,
conservatism and so on would
vanish in the process; then a large
force would enlist in the labour
organisations and take up more
serious fights.

At this moment the only tenden-
cy that the employers are fright-
ened of is the workers' socialist
force. 1 view the Iranian labour
movement as a serious force; I
have myself learnt and expe-
rienced a lot from it...

I think if the conditions that
exist in Europe also existed in
Iran, the workers' socialist rank
would no doubt mobilize a big
force behind it. This could not
only bring the present regime
down, but would also destroy
capital. Workers in Europe should
take more advantage of this op-
portunity.-I am not against any
form of workers' organisation, but
remaining at the trade-unionist
level - and that with the kind of
policy and programme that they
have - disappoints the workers.
Unions are losing force every day,
and this has political and econom-
ic reasons. The European work-
ers, in their open political climate,
should engage in political strug-
gles with wider demands. Théir
marking time at the level of un-
ions, with this failing to solve
workers' problems, should be seen
as their main weakness. With
regard to their policies and prog-
rammes, I feel that they are miles
off workers' interests. This should
be changed, and workers' essen-
tial demands addressed. Right now
the labour movement in Iran has

put forth the idea of workers'
councils, and I think that the
council and its traditions would
mobilize a big force behind it.
Although Iranian workers are
under savage Islamic repression,
they have raised many demands.
We have the case of the anti-la-
bour Labour Law which the gov-
ernment had to alter several times,
frightened of workers' struggles -
and this under the conditions now
prevailing in Iran!

The capitalist world is proclaim-
ing that communism has ended.
What is your view? Do you de-
fend communism? ’

Yes, I defend communism and
believe in its existence. I not only
defend communism but work for
it. Of course, what the capitalists
are shouting about has preoecu-
pied many people's minds. But
you have to know that what was
defeated was itself capitalist, i.e.
state-capitalism and bourgeois
socialism. Communism is still
there, and its legitimacy is there.
Communism is this very protest
by you and me. The defeat of
bourgeois socialism, and its alter-
native - the market and the New
World Order - have distracted the
society for a while. But this won't
last...

I defend Marx's communism,
which I regard as corresponding
to my own life and future and to
that of the whole humanity. Our
fellow workers should see that the
model that was defeated was based
on our exploitation, inequality and
slavery. The defeat of bourgeois

Continued on p.14
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IN BRIEF

Britain

® After the workers' rejection
of London Underground's plans
to cut jobs and conditions,
ASLEF, the - train drivers
union, and TSSA, white-collar
‘rail union, are to ballot
members on strike action. If
the plans go through, over
5,000 jobs may be axed in the
next five years.

®Dock workers at the Port of
Sheerness voted to strike over
a new employment contract
which will cut pay by up to
10%.

Sweden
4,500 auto jobs will be lost in
Volvo Sweden, after the

announcement by the company
that it was shutting down its
two plants in the cities of
Kalmar and Uddevalla. Thus,
by 1995 the work force will be
cut by avound 10%.

Australia

About half a million workers in
Victoria, Australia's second
most populous state, staged a
24-strike against legislation
introduced by the state's new
conservative government to
radically change the labour
laws.

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge your
union branches to take up
subscriptions.

YOU CAN support us
financially and ask your
unions to make donations to
Worker Today out of their
assistance funds.

YOU CAN help distribute
Worker Today in your area.
YOU CAN give us technical
assistance, e.g. computer
hardware and sofiware to
speed up and improve our
work.

YOU CAN send books and
Jjournals to Worker Today
Book Club.

YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports.

YOU CAN introduce Worker

Today to colleagues and
comrades.

YOU CAN tell us your views
and suggestions about the

paper.

Time for resistance has come!

German trade unions call to fight hostility to foreigners

WT News Service:

With the decision of the German
Social Democratic Party to agree
to amend the asylum rights in the
German Constitution, and follow-
ing a spate of fascist attacks
against refugees, the German
Confederation of Trade Unions
(DGB) in a communique called on
millions of its members to stand up
to the attacks against foreigners.
Here we reprint the text of this
call, published in Metall, paper of
the IG Metall union (No.22, 6/11-
92). The translation is from the
Persian translation of the text:

"We, members of the federal
commission of the German Con-
federation of Trade Unions, call
on all union members to stand up
to anti-foreign aggression and to
work for a society based on de-
mocracy and understanding be-
tween people.

Acts of violence against people
of other nationalities take place
almost every day in our country.
People are attacked and hunted
openly. On top of this, the indif-
ference and unwillingness to op-
pose the anti-foreign aggression
are apparent more and more each
day. Here and there can be seen
the secret - and at times even open
- sympathy with the perpetrators
of the aggression. In fact these

sympathisers of the acts of vio-
lence are accomplices of the origi-
nal perpetrators.

There is no justification whatso-
ever for hostility to foreigners.
The perpetrators of violence:
against immigrants are criminals.
And they should be treated so,
and prosecuted.

We call on all democratic peo-
ple to rise against this aggression.
If this wave of anti-foreign aggres-
sion is not stopped, as history has
shown it will seek new victims!
Today the victims are our fellow
immigrant countrymen; tomorrow
it may be the Jews; and the day
after that, perhaps the unions!
Animosity towards foreigners does
not just hurt the immigrants: it
hurts all of us. Humiliation of
human beings and humanity, and
enmity and hatred, will destroy
the foundations of our co-exis-
tence!

Who is to blame?

The concern of the people show-
ing hostility to foreigners should
be taken seriously. But we should
under no circumstances allow that
foreigners become scapegoats for
this situation and the problems.
They are not by any means to
blame. We can, through a policy
of social justice, destroy the caus-

General strike in Argentina

WT News Service:
Argentinean workers staged a
general strike on 9 November,
called by the CGT trade union
confederation, to protest the
government's economic policies
and amendments to the labour
law. »
According to the Financial
Times, public transport ran at 70%
capacity in the capital Buenos
Aires, with the train services

practically paralysed. In Cordoba,
Argentina's third largest city, the
strike was 90% effective. Most
industrial centres either came to a
stand still or worked well below
capacity.

The strike was in protest against
the government's decree to link
pay rises to productivity, instead
of inflation, and its plans to make
it easier for employers to fire
workers. =

ISASK in Sweden affiliates to
International Committee

WT News Service:

Through a communique published
in November, the Iranian-Swedish
Labour Solidarity Committee
(ISASK) announced that it was
affiliating to the International
Committee of Solidarity with

Communique by

WT News Service:
Through a communique published
on 26 November 92, the Interna-
tionalist Iranian Workers (IIW) in
Canada announced that in future it
would continue its activities by
joining the ranks of the Worker-
communist Party of Iran and the
campaign of solidarity with Irani-
an workers.

One of the activities of ITW,
since it was formed a year ago,

Iranian Workers (ICSIW). Since
the formation of the ICSIW in
August 92 (See Communique in
WT no.28), the labour solidarity
committees in the USA, Canada,
Finland, Denmark and Austria
have affiliated to the International
Committee. [

IIW in Canada

had been the reprinting of the
English section of Worker Today
and its distribution among Canadi-
an workers and labour activists. In
future, this work is to be contin-
ued by the Iranian-Canadian La-
bour Solidarity Committee whose
activity members of IIW are now
Jjoining. The ITW communique was
signed by Maryam Neekfar,
Hossein Ahmadi, Hamid Farama-
rzi, -~ Amir Payam, Masoud
Arjang” L]
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es of hatred and aggression, fight
against unemployment, alleviate
the housing shortages, and [elimi-
nate] the social insecurity and
despondency that people are expe-
riencing. It is a fact that once the
conditions in war-ravaged regions
get harder, the socially weaker
groups shoulder the bulk of the
burdens, and in their attempts to
escape from this situation they
may resort to competition and do
whatever they can. If the chief
cause of seeking refuge and immi-
gration is not eliminated, even if
the right to asylum is abolished
immigration and asylum-seeking
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will continue to exist.

The German Confederation of
Trade Unions is for retaining the
unconditional and unrestricted
right of political asylum (Article
16 of the Constitution). For people
fleeing threats to their lives and
livelihood, an appropriate immi-
gration legislation should be
worked out which legally stipu-
lates the conditions for immigra-
tion. We want to live and work in
common with the people of other
nationalities. Only with each
other's help is there a future for
us. Now is the time to bravely set
to work for our common future."

Wage parity deal not for
renegotiation, says IG Metall

WT News Service:

IG Metall refused to discuss fur-
ther the proposal by German
engineering employers to renegoti-
ate pay deals in the east or revise
agreements on shorter working
hours in the west - according to a
report by Financial Times (11/11-
92).

The existing deals between the
union and government call for
basic-wage parity for engineering
workers in east and west by April

1994, and a 35-hour work week in
western Germany in 1995.

Franz Steinkiihler, IG Metall
president, said that if employers
or government truly wanted to
stop deindustrialisation in the east
they should not argue with the
union over pay restrictions. In-
stead, they must "work with IG
Metall to change economic and
finance policy," he said. "IG
Metall is not prepared to accept
cuts in east German agreements."

Bill to abolish British
wages councils

WT News Service:

The government in Britain is
introducing a bill to abolish the
statutory wages councils which set
the minimum wage - according to
a report in the Financial Times
(6/11-92).

The 26 councils, which have
been in existence since 1909,
cover 2.5m of lowest-paid work-
ers in Britain. The bill further
attacks union rights by requiring
unions to give employers seven

days' notice of industrial action.

The Institute of Directors and
the Confederation of British Indus-
try welcomed the bill, while the
Institute of Management criticized
its timing - according to the same
report.

Mr Garfield Davies, leader of
the Usdaw shopworkers union,
said: "Two million of the workers
protected by the councils system
are women and many of them are
breadwinners or vital contributors
to the family budget.” E

Iranian nationalism blames

Afghans for unemployment
Interview with Mohammad Ahmad-Karim
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Out of work, but

not out of union

Interview with Danish unemployed typesetters’ regresenlativu p.14




