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Revitalizing the labour movement
On the work of Workers' Solidarity
Coalition in Canada

The following are excerpts from
the speech by André Kolompar,
president of the Toronto Local of
Canadian Union of Postal Work-
ers- (CUPW), given at a forum
called by the Workers' Solidarity
Coalition at the Ontario Federa-
tion of Labour convention in
November '91. In our previous
issue we published the statement
introducing the “objéctives “and
work of the Coalition.

André Kolompar:

I thank everybody that came out
today to have this discussion ‘and
debate about what we are going to
"do'in order to start preparing what
I believe, and what many of us
believe, is a necessity within our
labour movement - to start a re-
building process towards bringing
back a revitalization to the Ontario
Federation of Labour, to the Ca-
nadian Labour Congress.

Part of the building of a rank
and file movement is bringing
labour organisations back to the
“priorities and the orientations that
actually represent what the ‘work-

“ers on the factory floor and in
“corporations are-facing on a daily
“basis. ' N
~ One of the things that I think
‘would be good to look at is what
happened today on the Convention
‘floor, when Bob Ray [from the
ruling New Democratic' Party in
Ontario] spoke, and there was a
definite action taken by [the OPSU
delegates - Ontario Public Service
Union]. What I think has hap-
pened is that the labour leadership
at the CLC, federal and provincial
levels, and most likely even at
‘municipal levels in labour coun-
cils, etc., have really hitched the
wagon of our struggle to the NDP
political horse. In a lot of ways it
seems that the achievement of an
NDP government in Ontario has
almost ended the struggle that we
face. And now what our main
priority and struggle should be is
actually assisting the NDP govern-
ment in pulling together, in putt-
ing into place a lot of the agenda
that they were talking about be-
fore...

We have seen that there have
been all kinds of promises that
have been made, the agenda that
was laid out to us during the elec-
tion campaign, and a lot of broken
promises. I think what our role in
the labour movement, and what
the role of the labour leadership,
is is to analyse what we are sup-
posed to do, what the top priori-
ties of the labour movement, and
of the leadership, are. I think our
orientation should be that regard-
less of what government is in
power and what the situation is,
‘we have an ongoing struggle that
we have to face and we have to
fully support our members in that.

Today we have the question on
the Convention floor where OPSU
is currently negotiating with the
government that is in power in
Ontario. [This is the government]
that many of us, may be most or
all of us, actually fought very
hard to get into power. Because,
clearly on the mainstream they
were the only choice, and the only
ones that we could get elected.
However, we have a union that is

negotiating with this government,
[where it] is encountering serious
attacks upon their bargaining units
and upon their jobs, and are hav-
ing statements made to them
which one negotiator actually
articulated on the floor of the
Convention, that “for every 1%
that you ask for, it's going to cost
2,000 jobs". That's exactly the

statement that PSAC faced against-

the Tory government in Ottawa.
Those are the exact same words
that were there. I'm not trying to
draw analogies, don't misunder-

.stand me, between the hated To-

ries .in Ottawa and the Ontario
NDP. That's not my intent. My
intent is just to show that always
we have to rely upon on our own
solidarity, upon our own determi-
pation, and upon our oOwn
strength, as trade unionists, as
unions, in order to achieve what
we believe we need to achieve for

_our members, and for workers.in

this province and in this country.
We cannot continuously hitch a
ride on the political horse of the
NDP. That's not what it is all
about. We have to strive for legis-
lative change, we have to be polit-
ically active, but we cannot:rely
on that. And once we achieve the
election ‘of an NDP government,
we absolutely cannot -at that:stage
sit' back and say we have achieved
some sort of great victory in-the
overall struggle. :Because - the
struggle at that stage - to para-
phrase our motto in the CUPW -
definitely continues. ...

Let's look at what Bob Ray said
today. He said that the times are
very hard, they were confronted
with a horrible -economy, etc.
Absolutely true! No doubt about
it. They were saddled with all
kinds of terrible things. But one of
the solutions to the saddling that
they received, is to impose the
type of taxes that we have always
tatked about, that the NDP has
always talked about; make the
corporations pay their fair share.
That's going to help a lot with the
economy - a tax reform that fairly
taxes everyone in this province, so
that the corporations, the business-
es, the companies, all of them are
paying their equal share, are not
hitching a free ride on the provin-
cial economy and on the backs of
the workers that are actually doing
the production. ...

We have to revitalize the labour
movement, bring the leadership
back to the priorities. This isn't
the politics of the ballot box on
election night. What this is all
about is that the workers on the
shop floor are facing devastating
times, and they are facing it under
Liberal, Conservative and NDP
governments, [who] are still not
prepared to do in the interests of
workers what is required to do,
what has been the long-standing
policy of the NDP to do, i.e.
introduce the type of tax reforms
where actually the rich and the
corporations are contributing to
the economy to the same degree
that the workers and the unem-
ployed and all the other people
have to contribute on a daily ba-
sis. And that's how we establish
fairness.

Now how do we do that? What
is our role within the labour
movement? I think the role is that
we have to get together as many

unions, people that are in this
room today, on an ongoing basis,
put forward and prepare an agen-
da. Nobody in this room has got a
magical solution, a laid-out mani-
festo that is going to be presented
tomorrow. The way we do it is
that we get together and change
the orientation, change the priori-
ties, and put the emphasis on what

-workers really need. [We have to}

be willing to organise ourselves,
as a caucus ... to force the labour
leadership to take the positions
that are necessary, to talk about
mass picketing, about support for
unions with mass pickets, and in
more than words, in more than
resolutions, that are wonderful,
that everybody applauds on the
convention floor, but forgets about
once the convention is over.

One of the things sister Byce
mentioned about the caucus that
used to exist in the past, was that
it was a great caucus during the
week of the convention. But once
the convention was over, the cau-
cus was over, and was never revi-
talized till perhaps a month before
the next convention. And as long

as that's the way we're going to

do it, we're not going to accom-
plish anything. So there has to be

‘4 movement, an ongoing [move-
‘ment]. We don't have to call it a

caucus, [or] anything specific, but
it has to be a movement and it has
to be trade unionists getting to-
gether saying we need change,
saying here's how we believe we
can accomplish that change,
here's how we believe we can
push the leadership, not only at
conventions, but after conven-
tions, and regardless of the gov-
ernment in power.

I don't want to be misunder-
stood. I've always voted NDP,
I've encouraged my members of
the Toronto Local, in every single
election, to vote NDP. I'll contin-
ue to do that, but I don't think our
solutions are again based on the
fact that we simply hitch a ride on
the political success of the NDP in
the ballot box. I believe the only
way we're going to achieve any-
thing, is by organising together,
getting together ourselves, and
fighting for that change on an
ongoing basis, not only during

conventions. i
B —— ]
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Labour movement in Iran
Jour years after the war

But removing the more basic
elements of the current economic
policy - such as returning for state
price controls - will empty these
policies of their content, and,
before anything else, result in
economic deadlock and anarchy.
All this, together with the work-
ers' strikes and the popular pro-
tests, make the capitalists hesitant
in investment, which only intensi-
fies the current economic crisis.
By their struggles under these
conditions, workers can emerge
more organised and stronger out
of this period of crisis. W

[Translated from International,
paper of the Worker-communist

Party of Iran, no.3, October 92.]
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Solidarity commiittee affiliation

ICLSC in Canada affiliates to International Committee
of Solidarity with Iranian Workers

COMMUNIQUE

THE Iranian working class is
deprived of the right to-set up its
legal and independent organisa-
tions. The lack of the right to
organise and strike has created a
great obstacle in workers' struggle
to improve their appalling condi-
tions. In the fight for their rights,
workers are faced with dismissal,
arrests and execution. Iranian
workers in their struggle against
one of the most ruthless regimes
of capital have sacrificed and
suffered immensely. - .

Lack of legal and independent

labour organisations has also
deprived the Iranian working class
of direct representation at the
international level and among the-
world labour organisations.
Instead, the government's surveil-
lance organisations at the work-
place, Islamic councils, and at
their head, the Labour House,
have tried to pose ‘as Iranian
workers' representatives in
international bodies.
" Being deprived of their genuine
organisations, Iranian workers are
unable to fulfil their important
task of supporting the struggle of
workers in other parts of the
world. _

However, the existence of
radical and socialist labour leaders
and activists abroad creates a

possibility to pressurize ' the

Islamic Republic, through™ a
concerted campaign to draw
support for Iranian workers'

struggle for their rights.

_ The setting up of the Interna-
fional Committee of Solidarity
with Tranian Workers is an effec-
tive measure to expand and‘co-
ordinate the existing activities.
This committee has not been
created in vacuum. More than two
years of activities by committees
and campaigns of solidarity with
Iranian workers in Europe, the US
and Canada have-created a solid
ground for setting up the Interna-
tional Committee. Serious co-

“operation with this committee on

the part of labour activists and
leaders residing abroad, and its
joining by the existing committees
and campaigns would strengthen it
in its relations with the interna-

‘tional bodies. The Iranian-Canadi-

an Labour Solidarity Committe€,
which has been active for the past
two years, thereby declares its
affiliation to the International
Comimittee of Solidarity with
Iranian Workers. i

The Iranian-Canadian Labour
Solidarity Committee
Coordinator Fateh Bahrami
25.9.1992

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles in the Eng-
lish section, the Persian sectionof this
issue includes:

eKurdistan Front attempting to revive
company unions - interview with
Ahmad Esmaeel, strike organiser from
Iragi Kurdistan eIntroducing Payvand
worker circle (translation) ®Reforming
US Teamsters Union - interview with
Diana Kilmury, IBT International Vice
President ®We have faced the police
in every strike - interview with V.
Saltek, former DISK union activist
eDISK leadershipis deserting the rank
and file - interview Chetin Oygoi,
DISK-affiliated miners’' union leader
eOur aim is to build a strong support
for Iranian workers' struggle - inter-

view with Masoud Razi, from the
Arbeiterkurier paper in Germany ®lra-
nian nationalism blames Afghan work-
ers for unemployment - interview with
Mohammad . Ahmad-Karim, Afghan |
imrigrant worker in Iran ®A series of
articles on. the crisis in Sweden: -
Economic crisis and austerity - Anger
at the austerity packages (translation)"
- End of Sweden’s capitalist paradise -
Prospects for Swedish unions ®Pages
from History: Unionist history in Iran
e Steel workers' sit-in: indicator of the
status of Iranian labour movement
® Worker Today in Arabic and Kurdish
eletters to the Editor: Councils in
Kurdistan were working class.

News of workers' struggle around the
world is published in more detail in the
Persian section.
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Labour movement in Iran
four years after the war

Reza Mogaddam

_During the eight years of the Iran-
Iraq war, the Islamic Republic
government blamed the war for
the economic problems burdening
the workers. So when the war at
last came to an end, workers,
hopeful that their demands would
be met, for some time put off
their protests, waiting for things to
improve.
dashed, however, with the propa-
ganda campaign that the govern-
ment launched against what it

called the workers' "excessive
expectations”. This:soon led to

sporadic strikes and protests. But

Khomeini's death, shortly after,-

just as it overwhelmed other issues
in society for some time, also put

a brake on the new resurgence in
the labour. movement. How the

government is going to adapt itself
to the post-Khomeini era, and its
fate as a whole, became the main
preoccupations for people and
workers. They. passively looked
on the events taking place at the
top, -anticipating ~the ' regime's
collapse with ‘the death of
Khomeini, its central figure.

But -already prepared for the
post-Khomeini era, the -govern-

ment adapted itself to the new

conditions much faster than those
down below. Khameneiee replaced
Khomeini, and Rafsanjani became
president. Getting the economy
going was put on the agenda, and
workers very quickly found them-
selves shouldering the burdens of
the government's economic poli-
cies. ‘

With the scrapping of the subsi-
dies, the lifting of price controls,
the gradual abolition of the cou-
pons and the sharp devaluation of
the rial, workers' living standards
plummeted. The result was such
that even the rise in employment
(due to the start of some of the
projects and the increased indus-
trial production), and the raising
of the minimum wage, failed to
bring the workers' living -stan-
‘dards even up to that in the war
years. As a result, the wage de-
mand became the workers' first
priority.

Struggle for higher wages:
a background

‘The struggle over wages, going on
‘in various forms all throughout the
‘war, has turned into the most
“important field of labour struggles
- though under a new set of cir-
‘cumstances. One ideological
weapon in the government's
armoury, that the "country is at
war”, has obviously lost its rele-
:vance. The government and em-
ployers used this weapon during
the war not only to-keep workers
from taking up their grievances
‘but also to make them pay part of:
their wages to sustain the war
effort - directly or indirectly,
_voluntarily or forced. And to
avoid a head-on clash with the
.workers on the issue of wages, the
government blocked all channels
" of wage bargaining, and, through
‘its Supreme Council of Labour
(SCL), opted for small wage in-
creases nationally once every few
_years. This kind of official raising
of the minimum wage - in fact a

These- hopes were-

mockery of the workers' call for
higher wages - made the struggles
to focus on issues only indirectly
related to the wage issue. Thus the
labour struggles over the war
years were fought mainly around
such issues as calls for the intro-
duction of job classification
schemes, productivity benefits,
benefits-in-kind (Bon-e-Kala), etc.

End of the war, -
new battlegrounds .

-With the ending of the war, the
. workers' anti-war protests in ‘the

factories, which had been going

on in various forms during the

war and especially in its final
'years, also came to an end. After
the war a new labour law was
passed, which thus pushed the

- eight-year battle over it to the
‘margins, Although the labour law
has not yet fully. come into effect
_(the executive statutes of each of
 the articles are yet to be drafted
by the labour ministry), May Day -

became an official holiday. This

-too brought to an end the long

fight over May Day. Thus three

. important fields of struggle during

the war years either receded or
were closed: the struggle for the
recognition of First of May as a
holiday, labour law, and the anti-
‘war protests. With the ending of
workers' struggle in these three
fronts, which had mobilized vast
numbers of workers, workers now
focused their struggle on the wage
issue.

A new period for the
labour movement

As a result of the government's
economic policies, workers now
find it impossible to restor their
energies physically or intellectual-
ly. This has meant that they are
quickly worn out and exhausted;
their working and average life
expectancy is declining, and most
will find themselves crushed be-
fore the retirement age. The only
restraint to this open butchering of
workers in the interests of capital
is the workers' struggle. If Iranian
workers fail to defend themselves
and their livelihood in the face of
this unbridled offensive by capital,
in the most optimistic case one
generation of workers will be
decimated under the pressure of
work and economic misery. The
labour struggles have become
focused on the issue of wages in
circumstances where both the
workers' living standard has

-plunged to its lowest level in the

past over twenty years, making
survival almost impossible, and
the government has lost its ideo-
logical weapons and manouver-
ings. '

The oil workers' strike last
spring, accompanied with the
issuing of a resolution at their
mass meeting, - symbolically an-
nounced the end of a period in
which the workers had yielded to
the government's attacks. Coincid-
ing with the SCL. meeting to de-
cide the level of the minimum
wage, this strike was one of the
factors which forced the Supreme
Council to concede the highest
percentage rise in the minimum
wage in the past decade.

But -this  wage rise could not

diminish the workers' persistence
for wage increases. Wide-spread
protests at the level of the increase
began from the day after the an-
nouncement, reaching even the
pages of the government-censored
press. Although workers have
always been dissatisfied with, and
protested against, the level of the
SCL-determined wage increases,
the new and usprecedented ele-
ment in the recent fights was the
specific call on the SCL to repeal
its decision. This showed that,
unlike the past, workers did not
consider the issue closed, seeing it

‘within “their powers to ‘force the

government to back down on its
decisions. These are indications of
the -entry of the Iranian labour
movement into a new era.

Struggle for implementation
.. of the labour law

That faction of the Islamic Repub-
lic (the Resalatees) which wanted
the labour law written according
to the Islamic tenets on Rent, will,
through _their . influence in the
National (Islamic) Assembly, try
to hinder the implementation of
the Islamic labour law. This in
turn will mean that the struggle
for the implementation of the
labour law will preoccupy. some
sections of the workers' move-
ment. It is therefore not unlikely
that labour law may one again
become an issue among the work-
ers as a whole. But what can
strengthen the labour movement,
both in the event of the reopening
of the issue of labour law and
under the current struggles, is the
taking up by workers of such chief
demands as a minimum wage on
the basis of the expenses of a
family of five, inflation-indexed
wage increases, an adequate un-
employment benefit for all work-
ers, the right to strike, and the
right to organise. To these should
be added the demand for the right
to free and independent May Day
celebrations.

Inflation-indexed
minimum wage

The raising of a common demand
in the struggle for higher wages
can give to this struggle a general-
ized character and boost its power
and chances of success. The de-
mand for the determination of a

minimum wage according to the
expenses of a family of five can
unify the movement for wage
increases.

Once a year the government,
through the SCL, decides on the
level of the minimum wage. Even
if this decision means a wage rise,
the effect is eroded in a matter of
days against the steep inflation
rate. And until the next time
round, i.e. a year later, when the
SCL fixes the new level of the
minimum wage, workers have to
be witness to the daily reduction
of their purchasing power. The
annual rise in the minimum wage
could in a country having a more
or less "non-crisis” situation go
some way towards partly compen-
sating workers for the drop in
their living standards. In a country
like Iran, however, where prices

.go up every. day, the minimum

wage “should be raised several
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times a year, to be of any effect.
Increases proportional to inflation,
which just means restoring the lost
purchasing power of the workers,
should be done automatically, so
that workers would not have to be
forced to engage in strikes and
struggles in order to achieve
them, exposing themselves to the
perils that go with struggle in
countries like Iran. The demand
for inflation-indexed wage increas-
es should be put forward simulta-
neously with the call for the intro-
duction of a minimum wage pro-
portional to the expenses of a
family of five.

Strike and organization
rights

Two years of activity to draw
international labour solidarity with
the labour movement in Iran, has
resulted in the condemnation of
the Islamic Republic by labour
unions across Europe: and North
America. Unions condemned the

-arrest” and -execution of- labour

activists in Iran, calling, among
other things, for the recognition of
strike and organisation right for

.the Iranian workers. In its struggle .

to-win these rights, the Iranian

the support of the working class

‘internationally. This working-class

support and- solidarity 'is a new
factor, and a valuable help, in the
workers' movement in Iran, in the
struggle for the right to strike and
organise.  + -

The struggle for these two es-
sential demands enjoys the wide-
spread backing of the labour orga-
nisations around the world and
restricts the field for the Islamic
Republic in its violent suppression
of worker activists engaged in this
struggle. The election of represen-
tative delegations in general as-
semblies during labour protests, is
a step which will allow the labour
movement to move towards estab-
lishing the tradition of general
assemblies, the tradition of council
movement and of direct action. It
will create conditions which allow
labour organisations around the
world and international labour
forums to recognise the general
assembly, and the representatives
and organs elected by them, as
spokespersons. for the Iranian
workers.

Unemployment benefit for
*all the unemployed

Unemployment in Iran-is not set
to fall, and is rising on a daily
basis. This is not denied any more
even by the government's own
officials. According to the labour
minister, 400,000 people enter the
labour market each year, while
only 35,000 new jobs are created
annually. This means that there
aren't enough jobs even for 10%
of the people entering the labour
market. The recent trade liberal-
ization allowing imports by the
private sector - an important part
of Rafsanjani's economic policy -
have pushed the domestic produc-
ers, unable to compete on the
same terms, towards bankruptcy
and closure. Recently, 15 textile
factories were shut down as they
could not compete with the rival
imports in terms of quality and
price. Also a medical instruments
manufacturer and the Negahban
shoe _factory -in the town of
Ghazvin closed down, sending
their workforce into the ranks of
the unemployed. Firms which
produce housing appliances, and
even Iran Tobacco company, are

threatened 'with shut down. The

"benefit" provided by the Unem-
ployment Insurance law is, firstly,
insignificant in amount, and, sec-
ondly, relative to the number of
the unemployed, covers only a
few. The demand for an adequate
unemployment benefit for all the
unemployed should be one of the
demands on the agenda.

Islamic Councils

The Islamic Councils - the repres-
sive, non-representative organisa-
tions the government has been
trying to set up in the workplaces
since 1985 - are now at a weaker
position than ever - both at the top
and below.

At the top, the Islamic Republic
government is following the policy
of violent suppression, and has,
therefore, remobilized its "Islamic
Societies” and "Factory Mobiliza-
tion" (Baseej) forces. 'All this

-means the reduction of the func-

tion of the Islamic Councils,
which after all must try to deal
with labour issues. The govern-
ment has not assigned the latter
role to the Islamic Societies and
the Baseej. Apart from this, in the
state industries the government
was always trying to coordinate

labour movement has to rely on the work of its two arms, i.e. the

management and .the Tslamic
Council. But.-now with the privati-
sation of the state-owned firms,
the government can no longer,
from the position of owner of the
factory, support the Islamic Coun-
cils and recommend that its. man-
agers come to terms with them.
The firms' new owners are not
calling on their managers to ac-
cept and come to terms with the
Islamic Councils.

Down below, workers' strikes
and protest actions for wage in-
creases have intensified and gath-
ered pace, and look set to over-
come any such hindrances as
Islamic Societies, Islamic Councils
and factory Baseej.

Popular dissatisfaction,
workers' struggle

Strikes and the recent popular
struggles and risings in a number
of cities in Iran, which show that
people aren't going to accept the
government's economic policies,
have put the Islamic Republic in
one of the most critical periods of
its life. The general dissatisfaction
has engulfed the government from
all sides. The executions, arrests
and the invasion of streets by
Hezbollahi gangs to terrorize the
people following the revolts in
Arak, Shiraz and Mashad, have
failed to make the Islamic Repub-
lic succeed in its aim of creating a
cemetery of fear and death. Pro-
tests and demonstrations, and
clashes with the government's
security forces, continue to take
place here and there. The labour

strikes seem set to grow and tight-

en the grip around the govern-

‘ment. The strike by Tehran's

water workers, as well as the steel
workers' sit-in protest in Isfahan,
which like the earlier oil workers'
strike broke through the state
censorship on news of strikes,
show that the atmosphere of fear
that the government was hoping to
create has not subdued the work-
ers' resolve-to keep up the. fight
for higher wages.

Gaps have appeared even within
the Islamic government itself on
how best to control the situation
and put down the protests, with
Khameneiee opposing Rafsanjani's
economic programmes, as well as
some other aspects of his policies.

Continued on p.14
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IN BRIEF

Poland :
3,000 striking workers at
Poland's FSM car plant, due
for take over by Fiat of Italy,
ended their seven-week sit-in
on 15 September, after failing
to win their demands. Among a
number .of welfare demands,
the strikers were seeking that
wages be indexed to the market
price of a new model they have
been producing since the New
Year.

USA

.After a nine-day strike,
workers of United Auto
Workers Lordstown, Ohio,

Local won an important victory
against the contracting out of
work to lower-wage plants,
according to a report by Labor
Notes (Oct.92), published in the
US. The strike forced General
Motors to bring back parts
production, amounting to 160
jobs, to Lordstown which had
been moved to mnon-union
suppliers. The strike brought 9
General Motors assembly
plants to a standstill.

Britain

Arthur -Scargill, leader of

British mineworkers’ union,
said that according to a
recently-obtained secret

document, British Coal intends
to shut down 30 coal mines in
Britain, leading to the loss of
25,000 jobs. The list of the
collieries to be closed included
3 in North East, 11 in
Yorkshire, 9 in Nottingham-
shire, 2 in Derbyshire, 2 in the
Midlands, 2 in South Wales,
and 1 in Lancashire.

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Waorker Today and urge your
union branches to take up
subscriptions.

YOU CAN support us
financially and ask your
unions to make donations to
Worker Today out of their
assistance funds.

YOU CAN help distribute
Worker Today in your area.
YOU CAN give us technical
assistance, e.g. computer
hardware and software to
speed up and improve our
work.

YOU CAN send books and
Jjournals to Worker Today
Book Club.

YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports.

YOU CAN introduce Worker
Today to colleagues and
comrades.

YOU CAN tell us your views
and suggestions about the

paper.

Iran: Steel workers stage sit-in

WT News Service:

WORKERS at the huge Isfahan
steel complex began a sit-in on 6th
September in protest against the.
management's failure to raise the
wage levels. This was the second
protest gathering of the steel
workers in the last three months,
involving large groups of workers
representing the various sections
of the steel mill.

The steel workers have been
demanding that the management
honour the pledge it made for pay
increases at the end of the work-
ers' earlier protest action in early
July. Then the management prom-
ised that wages would be raised in
September. But when the pay
notices arrived, showing wages
had not been raised, workers
immediately stopped work and

Italy:

began the sit-in.

According to the daily Salam,
which carried the report of the
protest, the general manager of
the steel works cut short a visit to
Tehran to return to the steel mill,
the day after the start of the stop-
page. At the time of going to

-press no further news was-avail-

able on the outcome of the action.

Isfahan steel mill has a work-
force of between 20,000 and
30,000 and is one of Iran's key
industries.

In our next issue we will pub-
lish an article covering the
struggle of the steel workers in the
past decade, including the history
of their organising and the politi-
cal and economic significance of
the labour protests in the indus-
try. o

Mass protests against

austerity

WT News-Service

Ttalian workers staged a series of
regional four-hour general strikes
in~ late September in protest
against the 1993 budget, which
proposes higher taxes and cuts in
social security. The strikes were
organised by Italy's three main
trade union confederations.

According to A.F.P. reports,
the first general strike took place
on September 22 during which
tens of thousand of workers
demonstrated in several Italian
cities. Two national newspapers
failed to publish as a result of the
strike.

The second general strike was
organised on September 23. On
this day Bruno Trentin, the CGIL
leader, the largest trade union
confederation, was barracked and
bombarded with coins and toma-
toes at a mass meeting in Florence
by demonstrators accusing him of
betraying the trade union move-
ment. _

Trentin signed an agreement
with the government and employ-
ers in July, abolishing the system
of indexed wages. This agreement
has come under sharp criticism by
the workers, forcing Trentin to
resign as the secretary general of
the confederation. However, he
has been reconfirmed in his post.
He has been trying to appease
workers' protest over government
austerity measures out of a sense

plan

of "national solidarity."

Workers demonstrated again on
September 24 in several cities.
This time UIL leader was attacked
in a mass meeting in Napel by
demonstrators. The workers
accused him of selling out the
union to the government.

The third strike took place on
October 2. The stoppage included
at least 100,000 workers. Post,
government offices, railway, and
city transport were totally affected
by the strike. International flights
were delayed. Airport fire fighters

also joined the strike.

‘According to the labour organi-
sations, 130,000 demonstrated just
in Rome. The police attacked the
demonstration by firing tear gas,
resulting in 5 injuries. According
to the police, 20 people were
arrested for refusing to reveal
their identities.

The budget and the govern-
ment's austerity plan which pro-
pose a_big cut in social security,
limiting the availability of public
health care, capping pensions,
freezing wages, and freezing pub-
lic sector employment have an-
gered the working people. As
soon as the plan was outlined, a
number of industrial centres wit-
nessed spontaneous stoppages. The
trade unions have threatened to
call a national general strike, if
the government refuses to accept
their demands. &

IG Metall to fight BMW's

anti-union policy

WT News Service:

Germany's IG Metal metal-
workers' union said it would fight
BMW:'s plan to build its first US
factory in South Carolina without
union representation.

According to the Financial
Times, BMW chairman has said
that the company would resist
attempts to unionise the plant.
"We don't need an outside, third
party between management and

our employees," he said.

A deputy president of IG Metall
Klaus Zwickel has written a letter
to BMW chairman stating that
BMW is "no exception" to the
union's policy of seeing that work-
ers are unionised in German-
owned plants abroad.

IG Metall, which is the biggest
union in the west, with 3.6m
members, said it would establish
close co-operation with the United
Auto Workers' union in the US to
see that the plant was unionised.®

Swedish union calls for
expulsion of Iran’s Islamic
Councils from ILO

WT News Service:

During last month a number of
trade unions in Sweden, the USA
and Canada condemned the Islam-
ic Republic government for its
violation of internationally recog-
nised labour rights. Calling for
strike and organisation right for
Iranian workers, they urged the
expulsion of Iranian government's
Islamic Councils from the ILO.

In Sweden, the Iranian-Swedish
Labour Solidarity Committee
(ISASK) and- the trade union
confederation, LO, the Greater
Stockholm branch, issued a joint
statement in which they call for
the expulsion of the Islamic Coun-
cils from the ILO. The statement
was printed in the form of post-
cards, in 20,000 copies, and sent
to over 3,000 LO locals in Swe-
den for signing and sending to the
ILO.

Also in Sweden, the LO-Stock-
holm branch and ISASK passed a
joint resolution condemning the
anti-worker policies of the Islamic
Republic and called for strike and

organisation right for Iranian
workers. Also, a joint communi-
que was issued by ISASK and
eight labour organisations in a
number of Swedish cities, to
protest against the recent execu-
tions in Iran, following the popu-
lar revolts in several Iranian
cities. .

In the US, following efforts by
the Labor Committee on Iran, the
executive board of the State Em-
ployees International Union
(SEIU), Local 399, passed a
resolution to condemn the Islamic
Republic for its violation of labour
rights and the execution and arrest
of labour activists. .

In Canada, following efforts by
the Iranian-Canadian Labour
Solidarity Committee, the National
Confederation of Trade Unions
(CSN), Montreal branch, in a
letter to the Iranian embassy in
Canada condemned the execution
of labour activists Jamal Cheragh-
Vaissy and Abdollah Beyvaseh
and called for the release of ar-
rested workers. =
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Post cards, printed In 20,000 copies, published jointly by the Swedish LO union
{Greater Stockholm branch) and Iranian-Swedish Labour Solidarity Committee (ISASK)

Committee formed in Denmark -

WT News Service:

A committee of labour solidarity
has been. formed in Denmark "to
draw the solidarity of Danish
workers with the struggle and
demands of the worker in Iran.”
The announcement was made
through a communique issued on

20 September 92. The Committee-
of Solidarity with Iranian Work-
ers "shares the aims of the Inter-
national Committee of Solidarity
with Iranian Workers" (see WT
no.28) and calls on labour and
socialist activists to join its cam-
paign. L

Labour movement in Iran
four years after the war »is

Revitalizing the labour movement
On the work of Workers' Solidarity

Coalition in Canada

p.14

Solidarity committee affiliation
ICLSC in Canada affiliates to International Committee

of Solidarity with Iranian Workers

p.14




