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WORKER TODAY

"Dissolve the councils", said
Kurdistan Front on its radio

Interview with Bakhtiar Saami_

What are the
most urgent

Worker Today:
Iragi workers'
demands?

Bakhtiar Saami: The labour
‘movement is at the moment weak.
The workers' appalling economic
situation, and the nationalism and
fragmentation among them have
‘made the progress of the labour
movement difficult.

WT: How do you see the way
out of this situation?

B.S: I think the first condition is
that workers... become conscious
of their interests. In Iraq, national-
ism has so much influenced the
workers that they have been
alienated from their own interests.
Workers must get to know their
class interests and become
organised in their own organisa-
tions... They must shed the effects
of the anti-working class, national-
ist and religious ideas which for
years have kept them from their
interests.

WT: How are the relations
among the workers of the
various nationalities in Iraq?

B.S: The relations between the
workers of the two main nationali-
ties - Iraqi and Kurdish - have
been weak. For the Kurdish
workers the fact that beside
themselves there are workers in
the south [of Iraq] who should be
supported, has not yet turned into
an established general demand.
Generally speaking, the need for
solidarity and common cause with
the Arab workers is little felt
among the Kurdish workers, -the
reason being the conditions that
the two nationalities have been
under Instead of a relation based
on common demands, the domi-
_nant mentality has been a national-
ist one. Both Kurdish and Arab
'pationalism have tried to cause
divisions among the workers of
‘these two nationalities. On the
“ather hand, no steps have been
taken by the workers to counteract
‘this situation. The nationalists,
-through false propaganda, have
. even made the Kurdish worker kill
the Iraqi worker, and vice versa.
- This has produced a climate which
keeps the workers from getting
together. The Kurdish and Arab
nationalisms' war with each other,
with Arab and Kurdish workers
being used as their cannon fodder,
has increased the hostility between
the workers.

WT: What can be done to neu-
tralize the effects of this hostili-
ty?

B.S: You see, in the Kurdish
cities workers are starving. But in
the Arab-inhabited cities, too,

workers are starving. It is no
different.
capitalist

The attack which the
system in Iraq has

launched against the Arab worker,
the same attack has been launched
by Kurdish nationalism against the

Kurdish worker. When the capital-
ists defend each other, why should
we workers, who have common
interests, let them divide us? We
have to look to see what the cause
of the division is between the
Kurdish and Arab worker, and
what should be done to overcome
it, so that we won't go on hearing
such things as "this one is a Kurd
and that one is an Arab", etc.

WT: What characterises the

-present situation of the workers

in Iraq?

B.S: In Kurdistan workers are
faced with an unbearable unem-
ployment, poverty and homeless-
ness. So the first thing for all is
just to survive, and they don't get
the chance to think about political
problems. The pressure is such
that the worker has to run around
from daybreak just to get some-
thing for his/her children to eat,
and can't think of anything else.

WT: Are there grounds for
workers' organising to improve
their conditions?

B.S: Yes. For example the recent
protests at the poultry farms were
signs of the unbearable pressure
that the workers are under... To-
day they are coming forward -
though with much difficulty - -
towards some sort of organisation.

WT: Is the situation of the la-
bour movement in Kurdistan in
any way different from the other
regions of Iraq? If so, what are

-the specific differences?.

B.S: The peculiarity of the present
situation in Kurdistan is the ab-
sence of the central government.
So the workers have some sort of
freedom. Of course, not in the
sense of the freedom to strike and
3o on. But the absence of a central
government and of ‘a main power
in Kurdistan has created-a climate
where workers can to some extent
voice their own demands. And the
nationalist forces there don't as
yet have a legal domination in
confronting the workers' move-
ment. This is the only difference.
Otherwise, the conditions for the
Kurdish worker aren't any better
than those for the Arab worker.

WT: Could you talk about the
obstacles to Iraqi workers' strug-

gling and organising?

B.S: Nationalism plays the great-
est part in this, more than any-
thing else. In Kurdistan it is Kurd-
ish nationalism, and in the south
Arab nationalism. The result has
been to keep workers from be-
coming class conscious. I believe,
if the workers' movement one day
steps forward with a clear vision,

it can sweep away the existing
obstacles. What is most essential
for us is to raise workers' class
consciousness, so that they may
get’ to “recognise and articulate
their demands, and see the. cause
of poverty and unemployment as
the capitalist-system. We have to
identify the major problems in the
workers' -ranks and try to solve
them - from building labour orga-
nisations, down to getting the
Arab and Kurdish workers togeth-
er, and building a workers' party.

WT: What are the main trends
in the Iragi labour movement?
How strong is the communist
tendency?

B.S: A lot of trends are active in
the Iragi labour movement, such
as nationalism, reformism, and
liberalism. Of these, nationalism is
the strongest and exerts much
influence on workers. The com-
munist tendency, in virtue of the
world developments, is under
pressure, and has also been target-
ed in Kurdistan by the non-worker
and bourgeois forces. But despite
the weakness of its position, it has
not surrendered and has made
itself heard.

WT: How did the workers' situ-
ation change during the invasion
of Kuwait, the US military offen-
sive and the Gulf war? How did
the workers react?

B.S: In the invasion, the rulers
and the rich were under attack,
but the workers too were under
the offensive, and faced homeless-
ness and ruin. The US offensive
on Iraq, however, immediately
disrupted people's lives economi-
cally. This was in the first place
an offensive against the workers
and their families. They found
themselves out of jobs from the
very first day. They faced plant
shut downs as well as mass flights
and slaughter. Factories were hit
by bombs; many were killed, and
tens of thousands lost their jobs
and homes. This was our only lot.

The workers' aftitude was not
an outright condemnation of the
war; they did not separate their

- ranks from the bourgeoisie; it was

not as if they were conscious of
the fact that this war is, above all,
a war against their livelihood and
struggle, to be condemned from
this angle. They would, here and
there, denounce the war, but this
did not turn into a social trend -

.neither in Kurdistan, nor in south-

ern Iraq. Another way of struggle

was to refuse to take part in the

war; there were desertions, even
mass desertions, of soldiers from
the war fronts. Of course you
didn't have the workers resisting
the war as an independent force,
but it did happen in a dispersed
way. In Kurdistan, due to years of
savageries by the Iraqi govern-
ment, resulting in misery and
catastrophe for tens of thousands
of workers, people were glad to
see Iraq being beaten by the US.
While the workers in the south
were under the [US] attack, the
Kurdish workers did not see this
attack as one against themselves,
which was due to nationalism.
Since then nationalism-has played

a greater and greater role, and
consolidated its position.

WT: What has been the impact
of the economic sanctions against
Iraq on the living conditions and
struggle of the workers? -

B.S: The economic boycott of
Iraq is, before anything else, an
attack against the working people.
It is an embargo to bring the
workers' movement to its knees,
to 1mpose further unemployment

poverty and starvation -‘on the
workers. The boycott doesn't put
pressure on the capitalist, but has
put- the worker's life in -serious
jeopardy. Of course, the capitalist
is also unhappy, but the burden is
on the worker. Their income is
not enough to maintain the family.

Naturally this also affects labour
struggles. When the worker, even
after 10 to 15 hours' work, can't
buy enough food for a meal, it is
obvious that he/she can't carry out

a fight against the capitalist. Also,

the plant shutdowns, due to lack
of raw materials, have resulted in

mass layoffs which in turn have

fragmented the workers.

WT: During the political events
inside Iraq, workers' councils
were set up in the workplaces
and communities in Kurdistan.
What have been the barriers to
their development?

B.S: As far as I know about the
town of Arbil, there were. two
main problems that blocked. the
growth of the councils: the. first
was the dispute between the popu-
lar councils and the workers'
councils. Some people were re-
jecting the popular councils out-
right, and some were rejecting the
workers' councils. But in fact they
were failing to see the nature of
the councils, especially the point
that the popular council should be

run by the people themselves.
Generally, everyone was looking
at the problem from the viewpoint
‘of their own conception of council
and of council-based government.

*The second problem was the
conflict with the nationalist ten-
dency and the "Kurdistan Front:
(comprising the political parties.in
JIraqi Kurdistan, -including . the
Kurdistan Democratic Party, led
by Masoud Barzani, and the PUK;
led by Jalal Talebani) who wanteii
to ban the councils or put up bat:
riers against their development.
While in Arbil we did not face the
problem of they saying directly
that the councils should be shut
down, but this did happen in the
city of Suleymannieh, where the
*Kurdistan Front" said on its radio
that the councils should be dis-
solved. Of course they were resist-
‘ed, and the supporters of the
councils were shouting such sio-
gans as "we won't close the coun-
cils!”. Things were not like that in
Arbil, but fear from the "Kurd-
istan Front", as well as the nation-
alist mentality that the "Kurdistan
Front should have a say in the
running of the councils", etc,
were obstacles in the way of the
workers.

Essentially, the attitude of the
nationalist forces towards the
coungcils was anti-working class, in
the sense, I believe, that their
attack against the councils, i.e.
against the workers' only achieve-
ment [during these events], sprang
from their programme and think-
ing in defence of imperialism and
capitalism. It was not as if they
just wanted to dismantle the coun-
cils: they knew that if the work-
ers' councils were to flourish what
blow that would strike at the foun-
dation of capitalism. "However,
since they were unable to chal-
lenge the councils directly, they
showed their hostility through
their radios and newspapers. =
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Government policies have created
identity crisis in the working class

Interview with Mirta Saida Lobato

Mirta Saida Lobato is a professor .of history at the
University of Buenos Aires and is currently researching
on a comparative study of the Argentinian and Canadian
labour movements. Member of the teacher's union,
Mirta Lobato belongs to an opposition trend in that
union and is an independent left. Amir Payam, Worker

Today co-worker in Canada, talked to her. Excerpts:
o S R Y

Worker Today: In the last few
years there has been an intensifi-
cation of the economic crisis in
Argentina. Could you talk about
this and how is this connected
with the foreign debt?

Mirta Saida Lobato: The Argen-
tinian economic crisis has a very
long history and it would be diffi-
cult to try to explain that by just
mentioning the last few years. Itis
true that in the last few years the
crisis has got deeper. It has clear
and concrete symptoms. The first
is the de-industrialization of the
Argentinian economy, which is
one of the most important things
to happen to workers, because the
de-industrialization means plant
closures, layoffs, unemployment
instability, and precariousness in
the working life. d

The foreign debt ' deepened
when the military government
increased the international loans,
but not to invest that money in job
creation and industrialization. The
borrowing from the international
organisations means that you are
subject to the decisions taken by
them. The internal economic situ-
ation with respect to the money
that is coming from"international
loans is directed not to the benefit
of society, but to the benefit of a
small number of people. For ex-
ample, big corporations borrow
money internationally and the
Argentinian government is the
guarantor on those loans. So when
that debt cannot be paid any more
- because with interests, etc, it
grows to an incredible proportion
- it now becomes a problem for
society.

The Argentinian economic crisis
can be understood from the inter-
nal situation, or as an economic
crisis related to and generated for
the international economic situa-
tion. So if we look at it from the
internal point of view, we will
find that an economy  that was
strongly inclined to export prima-
ry products, starts to be in crisis
from the 1930s. From those days
we find that there doesn't exist an
economic policy to do a reconver-
sion of the economic structure.

This gets even more complicat-
¢d when we think that the state is
the one that intervenes directly to
try to generate industrialization.
So right now we find that primary
products don't have a good price
in the international market. On the
other hand, when we have an
industry that cannot compete inter-
nationally, when the Argentinian
government doesn't have resourc-
es - because people don't pay
taxes - then when to these points
we add the external debt with a
high interest, the future looks very
sombre.

WT: Could you explain the eco-
nomic living condition of the
working class in Argentina?

M.S.L: I think that the working
class doesn't have common, ho-
mogeneous standards in -every
country. That is also the situation
in Argentina; not all the people.
live the same way. First you have
different regions. Workers in poor
regions of the country are living
in very difficult conditions; the
money that they make is not
enough to pay for what they need
to live.

People llvmg in the north of the
country are in a worse -condition
than people who live in the river
areas that have more industries. In
the poor regions -of the country

what you find usually is farmer

communities who emigrated, who
cannot live from the land and who
are working for the public sector,
but the public sector is the sector
which is suffering most from the
consequences -of the crisis. In the
industrialized regions of the coun-
try the conditions are better than
in the north, but still-they are not
all the same. It is workers with a
trade, like steelworkers, who learn
to use new technology, new equip-
ment, etc, who can negotiate bet-
ter wages than some other work-
ers. The public sector workers in
the more industrialized regions are
having the same problem that the
public sector workers have in the
poor regions of the country. But
generally speaking, the living
condition of the people is getting
worse and worse because you
have a large number of unemploy-
ed people and workers on tempo-
rary employment.

WT: What are the main econom-
ic and political demands of the
workers?

M.S.L: We can state clearly what
the economic demands of the
workers are, but what is not so
clear is what the political demands
are. Of the economic demands,
first and foremost, is jobs. Sec-
ondly, it is the issue of wages.
The major fighters for wages are
the public sector employees, be-
cause it is the sector whose wage
level lags behind others. For ex-
ample a skilled worker in a pri-
vate company can make a very
decent salary - by Argentinian
standards - of $300, $400, and
sometimes even more a month.
But the public sector employee
makes between $120 and $200.
That makes the public .workers
ones who are at the forefront of
the fight for improving wages.
The third level of the economic
demands concerns keeping the
working conditions that were
obtained over periods of time of
struggle, like safety on the job.
These are more or less the three
most important issues in the eco-
nomic struggle of workers. At the
same time in some specific indus-
tries you could find struggles
around industrial re-adjustment,
the changes in the working condi-

tions that are trying to be imposed
on the working people.

1 said earlier that the political-

demands were not clear, and that
is due to the special political situa-
tion in Argentina in which the
Peronist Party is the government,
and Peronism is the ideology of
the working class. The Peronist
government is implementing poli-
cies that are against the interests
of the working people, and this
creates an identity crisis in the
working class; they don't under-
stand how their identity fits in this
picture.

With- regard to other. political
groups that have some influence in
the working class, like for exam-
ple the Left, the political demands
of the Left in general do not at-
tract the working people. This is
because instead of being positive
and with an alternative, it is
against the government: Don't pay

the foreign debt, Don't do thisand

Don't do that, etc, and they don't
generate a positive- “alternative.

That doesn't apply to the Left at -

the local level, at the factory lev-
el; we are talking about the Left
at the national level.

That.is what makes Argentina a
very specral country. I believe you
cannot think Argentina‘asa coun-
try that is in change or in revolu-
tion. ‘Argentina is a country in
which somebody can shout on the
street "“Viva Peron!" and be a
worker who is fighting against the
exploitation of man by man and
wants to make a change, and
across the street somebody else
shouts "Viva Peron!"” and klllS that
worker.

WT: How does the average wage
compare with the cost of living
in Argentina?

M.S.L: The average pay in not
enough to cover the minimum
needs of the working family. As
an example, prices are fixed in
relation to the international mar-
ket, not in relation to the national
market. A two-bedroomed apart-
ment in Argentina costs $250 to
$300 where a good wage in Ar-
-gentina is-$300 to $400.

We cannot understand how
‘people can pay for what they need
by thinking in terms of just a one-
salary family. Women integrate
into the workforce to help - and
they do it very hard - to pay for
the expenses of the family. Other
members of the family start work-
ing a lot younger than what used
to be the case in Argentina - also
to help to pay for the needs of the
family. I would like to add that it
is my belief that the Argentinian
crisis has been paid mainly
through the work of the Argentin-
ian women.

WT: At what age do children
usually start to work?

M.S.L: Legally, the kids can join
the workforce at 18 years of age,
but that law does not apply if you
are working on a temporary basis.
That way the kids start working
earlier. And in poor families,
where kids can't go to work, what
they do to make a living is to
collect recyclable material and sell
it.

WT: Could you tell us about the -

forms of struggle that are being
used by workers?

M.S.L: I think the most important
point about workers' resistance at

this point is that they are fighting
at what I call a horizontal level.
The debate about working condi-
tions and standard of living, and
the organisation of the struggle is
done at the grassroots level, at the
level of the regular working peo-
ple. This is important to note
because the Argentinian labour
organisations are bureaucratic
ones, and this level of grassroots
debate was never paid attention to.
The second difference. with the
past is that instead of concentrat-
ing the struggle in one sector,
they are trying to join people from
different trades to act together.
The third important thing is that
the unions are organising at the
local level. That means that the
local union is linked and establish-
es a.contact with the town and the
community in which that factory
is working. This is very important
to understand because in some
cases - not in all - community is
the most important support for the

. workers' struggle in the factory.

I'm referring to these three

. elements, because they are new to.

the labour movement and the
working class in- Argentma It is
important because in the past the
labour movement, under different
unions or through their central .

bodies, used to negotiate at leader- :
= what you. consider is fair for you

ship level with the government

the top; and with the corporatiofis 3

at the top, and didn't consult with
the grassroots. Now that it seems
that the grassroots are getting
organised,. this leadership at the.
top has to turn around and pay
attention to. what their members
are saying. It is important to note
that what is happening at that

grassroots level in many cases is-

related to the leftist activities at
the factory.

I think it is important to tell you
about a change in the struggle of
factory workers. In the past, and
not a long time ago, when the
workers believed that their factory
was in danger of being closed
down, they would take over the
factory to protect the machinery
and the jobs. That put workers in
a very difficult position from the
start because from a capitalist
point-of view, private property is
a sacred thing that has to be re-
spected. So as soon as workers
took over the factory, the manage-
ment would send the police to
recover what is sacred, i.e. the
private property. So what would
happen is that workers would take
over the factory, the police would
intervene, would repress and the
factory management would take

that opportunity to fire a large

number of people, especially the
activists in the factory. That way
the movement lost its leaders.

At this point in time workers
are rethinking this way of acting.
What they are doing these days is
to take over the factory, but
backed from outside. Instead of
taking over the factory, they sur-
round it, concentrate in the main
entrance, start using that to publi-
cize the struggle, call the media,
call the politicians, call the neigh-
bourhoods, and they use that place
to raise consciousness about the
struggle. In some of the cases this
was the most successful strategy to
gain the demands.

I think it is good if I can tell
you an example of something that
happened using this strategy. In
September a group of mine-

workers, from the South of Ar- 5 ¥
gentina, were involved in a strug-5.

gle, and the male workers - the
miners - moved in a demonstra-":
tion to the capital of Argentina in’
front of the government houses. =
But at the same time as the merf ‘::
were marching and demonstrating ™
in front of the government build-
ing, the women cut all the national :;
highways leading to the mining
town, and that got more attention.,,
in the media and all over the place
than if the workers had stayed‘ .
inside the mine.

WT: According to the Argentini-, .
an government, there is a demo- :
cratic system in Argentina. What
does this democratic system..
mean for the workers. What is .
its effect for them? '

M.S.L: I think that in Argentina _,
there exists a democratic govern-.
ment, when you mean that the ..
government is elected by the peo- .
ple. But the fact that the govern-
ment is elected doesn't mean that
the rights of workers are fully ..
respected. The economic crisis, |
the political crisis, and the effects .-
of the foreign debt make up the..
framework in which those free- .
doms can be applied. So it is true .
that there exists the right to elect . _
the government, but respect to
labour legislation, that was the .
result of many years of struggle
by the working people, does not
exist, nor the right to demand_

o

Es

“to have.

WT: What are the alternatives
of the government, of the opposi-
tion in general, and of workers
themselves for the present reces-
sion?

M.S.L: I would hope that we will
have an alternative; that is our
own crisis. If communism is not a
model any more, if a state in
which people can live decently is
not obtainable right now in Argen-
tina, then we, the Left, don't have
an answer; we are debating exact-
ly this; we are looking for an
alternative. L

I believe - and it is my opinion
- that the place where the Left
should pay attention is where
people do their everyday living,
because on those small areas is
where we can build a community.
that will allow us to fight the ideas
of big corporations, of big govern- '
ments, and the capitalists. :

I need to clarify this idea. The’
Left in Argentina always proposed
general solutions, like Don't pay
the external debt, No to capital-
ism, No to rich people that suck
our blood. But those general slo-
gans didn't touch the people on
their everyday life, didn't mobi-
lize the people in the solution that
they need every day in their daily”
life.

We are looking very hard for
solutions, but I can't give any
clear answer to your question...
The idea is to build a movement .
that can transform society, to
make it more fair, more just. The,
Left in Argentina strongly depends gl
on newsletters and papers to make
public their way of thinking, but
when we talk about the media, it..
is a lot larger than those newspa- .
pers. Then the question is how we
can use those other media to pass.
the message that we can give to,
the people, and use that media as,
a tool for transformation. @
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Talebam s decree

against workers' councils

in Kurdistan

WT News Service:

In the course of the protests of the
people of Kurdistan against the
Iragi government, following the
‘military defeat of Iraq in the Gulf
war, a council movement ‘devel-
oped in factories and communi-
ties. The Kurdistan Front, which
includes the political -parties in
Iraqi Kurdistan and its two main
forces,
Party, led by Masoud Barzani,
and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan,
led by Jalal Talebani, from the
very start took actions against the
councils. In a statement, which
was also read on its radio, PUK
called for the disbanding of the
councils and began harassing their
activists. The rise of the councils
are documented in a book by H.
Aso, called "The council move-
ment in Iraqi Kurdistan: Notes of
an activist”" (published in Farsi and
Kurdish). Worker Today no.24
carried an interview with H. Aso
on the more general aspects of the
council movement in Iragi Kurdis-
{an.

‘In a teachers' meeting in the
Culture Hall of the city of Suley-
manieh on 11th April this year,
Jalal Talebani was asked about the
measures by the PUK against the
councils. In an attempt to justify
the PUK's anti-worker actions,
Talebani replied by calling the
councils "Mansoor Hekmat's
crowd”, and "the caricatured
society of Mansoor Hekmat".
Reporting the meeting later,
PUK's radio station (Voice of
Kurdistan) broadcast the recorded
proceedings of the questions and
answers on the councils. Below
we publish the text of this broad-
cast. Before publication, Worker
Today forwarded the text of the
speech to Mansoor Hekmat and
asked for his comments. His reply
is also published here.

From the floor: "You call your-
selves social democrats, so why
did you disband the councils
which were a popular force?"”

Jalal Talebani: "I haven't heard
about us disbanding the councils.
We already elect councils. Societ-
ies are elected in all cities and
places, and the councils are elect-
ed everywhere. In the camps, in
the towns, real Societies are
people's representatives. What this
brother of ours calls councils were
a crowd of leftists which in effect
are tools of the Iraqi government;
they are Mansoor Hekmat's
crowd. They regard our revolu-

Kurdistan Democratic’

tion the lackey of the US, and in
their publications, in the name of
leftism, say that last spring's in-
surrection of the people in Kurdis-
tan was an American, reactionary
and anti-people movement. These
are the intrigues of a suspicious
figure called Mansoor Hekmat.
He is a suspicious person; he

played a big destructive role in
breaking up Komala of the Toilers:

of Iranian Kurdistan. They are
against -the Kurdish Revolution.
‘"They oppose last year's revolu-
tion; they oppose people's res-
ponse. They wanted to take ad-
vantage of the fact that people
wanted to have Societies, in order
to impose a kind of their own
dictatorship. They are a small
crowd, and can't take part ‘in
public and popular elections.

- So what our brother calls coun-
cil, is not a council. It is some-
thing, it is Mansoor Hekmat's

WORKER TODAY

- ™ 92p% SAdad p g Jlo M inke

Reply to Talebani's decree

3 L]
against
Mansoor Hekmat
Before seeing the text of Mr

Talebani's statements, I'd heard
indirectly that he had by name

. attacked me on a radio program-

‘me. But once I read the text of the
speech, 1 saw that he-had in fact
unwittingly praised me. In just one
line Mr Talebani has -attributed
wholly to me two important and
valuable historical events of con-
temporary history in Kurdistan:
one; the rise of the working
people's council movement: in
Iraqi Kurdistan in the course of
the Gulf crisis and war, and the
other, the joining of [the organisa-
tion of] "Komala of Toilers of
Iranian Kurdistan” (sic) to a na-
tionwide communist movement
and its movement away from the
"main stream” of Kurdish nation-
alism - what, as one would expect,
he terms b “destruction of
Komala... J

Both these events restncted the -

ﬁeld in Kurdlstan for tradmonal

Ketchup factory the Dialy Province, east of Baghdad

caricatured Society.

Of course, those brothers who
have something, then they should
take part in the elections - whether
in the elections for the National
Society [national parliament], or
in the elections for the Societies
[local Societies in towns, etc.].
These councils were not democrat-
ic phenomena, they were not
something elected by the people,
for us to say whether they should
remain or not. I've not heard
about anyone going and closing
them down with guns, and sealing
them off. That phenomenon came
like a bubble and finished, and
had no links with the people. You
know that in spring time, all-sorts
of things appear here and there,
but then only the main streams
remain. w

Communiqué on the formation of

world working class, but the little
[that] has, is unclear. And - this is
a big vacuum for workers' move-
ment in Iraq which should be
filled.

‘To fulfil this task, we will try,
as a group of Iraqi communist
activists abroad, to communicate
the workers' protest and the strug-
gle of the working class in Iraq to
the world working class and the
workers' movement abroad. -

Therefore we declare the estab-
lishment of "Solidarity Committee
with the Workers' Movement in
Iraq - Abroad. Solidarity Commit-

tee, for accomplishing this impor-
tant task; calls on all labour orga-
nisations and labour activists and
socialists abroad, and also calls on
all labour and communist groups,
organisations and papers in Iraq
for help and support.

Solidarity Committee, for gain-
ing its goals, publishes Labour
Solidarity in Kurdish, Arabic and
English languages.

Solidarity Committee with the
Workers' Movement in Iraq -
Abroad

10/7/1992

Address: SKAI, Box 283,
175 25 Tarfilla, Sweden

workers'

Kurdish nationalism and for this
trend's leaders and politicians.
Both boosted the claims of worker
against Kurdish bourgeoisie and
nationalism. It is only natural that
Talebani should be disconcerted

by such developments, and even:

more natural that he should want
to refute the inevitable course of
manifestation of worker in Kurdis-
tan as an independent force and of

the isolation -of nationalism, and-

that he should in the customary
manner of bourgeois politicians in
backward and religion-stricken
countries to brand it as the work
of satans and the intrigue of suspi-
cious individuals. But if there is a
"mainstream" in Kurdistan's polit-
ical stage today, if there is a force
that is to build a free and prosper-
ous Kurdistan, it is the same coun-
cil and socialist movement of
workers. It is the "spring” of
nationalism -that -is over. Mr
Talebani is hoping to refute just
this reality.

In any case, to whatever degree
should Talebani's words in identi-
fying me with the councils and

with Komala's becoming commu- -

nist be correct, to the same degree
I must, as a communist, feel more
elated and honoured. And in reply
to the labels he has given me, I'll
only say that whether I be suspi-
cious or not, Mr Talebani himself
and the nationalist Kurdish leaders
are not suspicious at all. Their
political position and interests,

their allies and partners in their

political deals, their aims, their

programme;
government, their attitude towards
the working class, their daily wars
and daily conciliations, and the
sad prescription they are writing
for the future Kurdish society; are
all too well-known, and have been
published in detail, with pictures
and all, in the main newspapers
and media across the world. The

their methods of.

councils

Kurdish worker and whoever
cares about the liberation of the'
working -people in Kurdistan
should have not the slightest doubt
and illusion in this matter.

But these are still minor points. '
The cruxof Talebani's speech is ;
the warnings and threats he makes
against the workers and the coun- ’,
cil movement. The same tongue””
which claims to be unaware of the -
"pulling of guns" at the councils,

-most lucidly describes the councils *

as'suspicious and as tools of Iraq, ™
issuing in this way the decree for
the -violent suppression- of every .
activity of the council movement -
in future. This is the age-old, .
hackneyed foimula of nationalism
against workers. If tomorrow.
workers are defeated and these
people get their constitutional
rule, they will write these words _,
in the indictments of Kurdistan's
courts against the finest socialist
militants of the working class.

The working class in Kurdistan
should take such utterances seri- .
ously. They are in themselves an _
emphasis on the necessity for the
full and definite political break of
the working class in Iraqi Kurdis-
tan with nationalism and national-
ist currents, and its stepping for-
ward as an independent and pow-
erful class force. The present
political climate of Iraq, especially
of Kurdistan, is changeable and
short-lived. If things were to settle
to the advantage of either the Iraqi
central government or the nation-
alist forces in Kurdistan, the first
victim, would be worker and so-
cialism in Kurdistan. The imbal-
ance existing today is a historic
opportunity for the worker and
communist to consolidate them-

‘selves, to build-a party and base

their mass council movement on
lasting foundations. How else
could Talebani have said there is
no time to waste? ... m

Workers Solidarity Coalition in Canada -

The following statement, intro-:
ducing the objectives and work
of the Workers' Solidarity Coali-
tion, was read out at a forum,
called by the Coalition, at the
Ontario Federation of Labour
convention late November '91.

The Workers' Solidarity Coalition,
as a network of trade unionists,
community and political activists,
was formed in May to build a
solidarity for the strikes of the
Public Service Alliance of Canada
and the Canadian Union of Postal
Workers.

We seek to build the- sort of
rank and file solidarity that will be
needed to defeat the Tories' and
the employers' offensive against
labour. We believe that”we ‘must
rely on ourselves, on our organi-
sation and unity, and not just the
NDP [New Democratic Party] and
the CLC [Canadian Labour Con-
gress] officials to ‘advance our
cause. i

We ask you to join with us to
build a revitalized fighting labour
movement. It is up to activists at
the rank and file level to rebuild a
solidarity and militancy we need,
to take up the corporate agenda of

cutbacks, plant shutdowns, privat-
1zat10n, free trade, wage restraint
and union busting.

The Tories and the employing
class have demonstrated that they
are prepared to use every weapon
in their armoury to get their way,
especially by using the courts and
legislation to curb the right to
strike. In just the two months of
this year strike-breaking federal
legislation was used three-times to
end strike action by PSAC mem-
bers, grain handlers, and postal
workers. And where back to work
legislation was not used, we find
court injunctions that limit picket-
ing to the point where it is mean-
ingless.

And it is not just the Tory gov-
ernment that are clamping down
on ldbour rights. This summer the
Ontario NDP, now imposing [...]
cut backs to health care and edu-
cation, interfered with collective
bargaining by using legislation for
the first time in Ontario to force a
contract vote on striking Toronto
Transit workers.

It is clear that the government
and the courts are clamping down .
on unions and their activists. In

the aftermath of the national postal

R SR

strike, for example, 80 workers. ..
have been fired and disciplined, ..
including the president of the -
Toronto Local of CUPW. This .
OFL convention should mark the,,
beginning of the campaign to
defend victimised workers and to
mobilize against attacks on union
rights.

So far, our movement has falled
to develop strategies to deal with
these tactics. It is important that
we build a political campaign to
win real anti-scab laws. Equally
important, we must be prepared to;, .
organise defiance of strike-break-. ..,
ing injunctions and legislations.

There used to be a rank and file .-
network of activists that met at the
OFL and CLC conventions, but =
that body is no longer active, or at .,
least no longer playing the role,
that is needed. Activists on the left .
of the labour movement need an .
organised. voice. Rank and file. .
activists, even brand new.union .
activists, need a voice and means.,
to get together and articulate their,
demands, because the labour top .
leadership is remote and insensi-
tive, and quite conservative in its
methods, especially now towards .
the Ontario NDP government. =..
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IN BRIEF

Turkey

After months of mass protests,
and following the breakdown of
talks with the employers, over
40,000 municipality workers in

strike action from 31st July to
mid-August, when it was final-
ly broken by government de-
cree ordering a 60-day post-
ponement. The demands of the
strikers have. included higher

wages, job security and
rehiring of fired workers.
USA

Since June 1, drywall workers
in southern California have
‘been on strike, fighting to
improve the appalling working
conditions and pay levels. The
action, which has grown into a
mass movement, has practically
shut down the industry at resi-
‘dential construction sites in Los
Angeles and in Orange and San
Bernadino Counties - writes to
Labor Notes, published in the
US. i &

Mexico

Following a week-long strike
by auto workers at VW's
Puebla assembly plant in Mexi-
¢o, the management announced
the closure of the plant, with
the loss of 14,000 workers
jobs. Pressing for a 35% wage
rise, the strikers are also
seeking legal recognition for a
new union to replace the old
one which they accuse of
having sold off. VW has an-
nounced it will refuse to talk if
the new union wins recogni-
tion.

Turkey's major cities began a-

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge your
union branches to take up
subscriptions.

YOU CAN support us
financially and ask your
.unions to make donations to

Worker Today out of their
‘assistance funds.

YOU CAN help distribute

Worker Today in your area.

YOU CAN give us technical
assistance, e.g. computer
hardware and sofiware to
speed up and improve our
work.

YOU CAN send books and
Jjournals to Worker Today
Book Club.

YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports. ,

YOU CAN introduce Worker

Today to colleagues and
comrades.

YOU CAN tell us your views
and suggestions about the

paper.

Communiqué on the formation of

International Committee of Solidarity

with Iranian Workers

Iranian workers are deprived of
the right to organise and strike
and . other recognised labour
ights. Their struggle to win these

- rights goes on daily, in unequal
“ conditions and under the yoke of

onie of the most savage govern-
ments of capital - the. Islamic
Republic. Solidarity with the
workers in Iran by workers from
other countries, and their pressure
on the Iranian government, is an
important factor boosting their
struggle to create their own orga-
nisations and win these rights.
The work of international soli-

darity with Iranian workers has

been going on effectively for over
two years in the USA, Canada and
a number of European countries.
These activities need to be central-
ised and coordinated on an inter-
national level, so that they may
more effectively. be channeled
towards this goal. Therefore the
International Committee of Soli-
darity with Iranian Workers is
formed with the following objec-
tives:

iran:

1- to promote solidarity between
Iranian workers and workers in
other countries through support
for the struggles in those coun-
tries;

2- to inform workers around the
world about the living and work-
ing conditions and the struggle of
Iranian workers;

3- to draw the support of the in-
ternational labour movement for

the struggle and demands of the

workers in Iran.

The formation of the International
Commiitee of Solidarity is a call
on existing solidarity organisations
to affiliate to this Committee, as
well as being a call for the ‘build-
ing of these organisations where
they do not exist.

International -Committee of Soli-
darity with Iranian Workers

Reza Mogaddam
Coordinator
25 August 1992

Water workers strike

WT News Service:
Workers of Tehran Water Compa-
ny went on strike in late August in
protest against the low level of the
wages. The strikers, whose action
had disrupted Tehran's water
network, forced the deputy water
minister to come to their assembly
to hear their demands.

Responding to the questions, the
deputy minister said that the work-
force had low productivity and the
water authority was not prepared
to pay for work not done.

The strike comes at- a time

when discussions are raging at top
government levels about the soar-
ing prices and the danger that
people's patience was running out.

On the same note, one worker
said to the daily Abrar, "Mr Presi-
dent stated on the Friday Prayers
that there is a solution to high
prices, and that is, if prices go up
by 20% then wages should be
raised by 30 to 40%. But here at
the Water Company they are cut-
ting the allowance I've been re-
ceiving for. 20 years.” =

Communiqué on the formation of

Solidarity Committee with
Workers' Movement in Iraq

WT News Service:

Through a communiqué issued on
10 July 92, a group of Iraqi la-
bour activists abroad announced
the formation of the Solidarity
Committee with the Workers'
Movement in Iraq. Below we pub-
lish the text of this communiqué:

The working class and the labour
movement in Iraq, has demon-
strated itself, more than any time,
as an independent social move-
ment in Iraq. With a brief view of
the advances of the working class
in Iraq, you find that the workers'
struggle for their rights has been a
part of their historical class strug-
gle against-capitalism in Iraq.
The working class which came
to the sphere of action in the cir-
cumstances of the past two years,

clearly declared its opposition to
capitalism and the capitalistic
movements through its demands.

The development of the council
movement, attempting to dismiss
the managers of the plants, putting
forward the workers' demands to
the capitalists, besides the work-
ers' protests and strikes which has
been carried out since then, clear-
ly show the workers’ movement in
opposition to the ‘capitalists and
other anti-worker movements in
Iraq. : :

Unfortunately, not only the
voice and the image of the work-
ers' movement in Iraq has been
reflected very little among the

p.15

Turkey:

Scores die in factory
canteen blast

Canadién CLC urges release
of Iraqi labour activists

WT News Service:

The following -letter was sent’ by Robert White, President of the
Canadian Labour Congress, to urge the release of tfive Iraqi labour
activists arrested recently. The letter comes following efforts by the
Internationalist Iranian Workers in Canada to draw solidarity with Iraqi
workers’ struggle.

The Canadian Labour Congress which represents 2.2 million
Canadian trade unionists, has been informed of the arrests of
five labour activists at a textile plant in the city of Karkook.
Not only is torture suspected but there is also a chance that
these workers will be executed.

On behalf of the membership of the CLC, | ask your govern-
ment to ensure that these workers are not tortured, are given a
speedy and just trial, and if no charges are laid the workers are
to be immediately released.

Yours sincerely,
Robert White, President
—

Government policies have created
identity crisis in the working class

Interview with Mirta Saida Lobato

p-14
Workers Solidarity Coalition in Canada
p.15
Talebani's decree against
workers' councils in Kurdistan
p.15
Reply to Talebani's decree

against workers' councils
p-15

"Dissolve the councils", said
Kurdistan Front on its radio

Interview with Bakhtiar Saami p.13




