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B.K: It's not clear. Right now we,
together with the renewalist ten-
dency, are pushing for some sort
of big discussion between the
trade unions. If there is a discus-
sion and debate all over the trade
union structure, including the rank
and file, it will also show what the
level of support for each tendency
is. I think the renewalist tendency
and the tendency we represent
politically, i.e. the Democratic
Socialists, are going to make con-
siderable gains and get consider-
able support from the rank and
file. But it is not yet possible to
prove this, because we have to
launch the debate first. We have
to get people to speak out and
then you can see who is support-
ing what. In that case, there could
be new ideas and positions coming
from the rank and file.

WT: Do the Russian workers
still have the right to strike and
form independent organisations?

B.K: Theoretically yes. In prac-
tice, however, of course the gov-
ernment ‘does everything to limit
it. Just a few days ago, the deputy
minister of labour, Kojukin, ironi-
cally a social democrat, announc-
ed that the government is thinking
about a whole set of measures
against strikes.

WT: Can socialists still form
socialist working-class organisa-
tions in the workplaces and in
communities?

B.K: ... socialists are organised
around the Party of Labour. On
the other hand, there are other
groups of socialists who are tradi-
tionally more connected to the
old, reformist tendency in the
Communist Party. They are orga-
nised around the Socialist Party of
Workers, which is another social-
ist formation and which inherited
[mostly] the old bureaucracy.
Because the Party of Labour was
created by people who were al-
ways fighting against the Commu-
nist Party, while the Socialist
Party of Workers was created by
the people from inside the Com-
munist Party. Ironically, now we
are getting closer and closer,
because we understand the need
for cooperation on the issues on
which we agree. I think we, the
two parties, are getting a growing
support in the unions. I can't talk
about the workers outside the
unions. But, in any case, it is
becoming an increasingly impor-
tant factor in the political life [of
Russia]. We still have to work
hard in order to become a major
force in R ssian politics.

WT: You and a lot of other
groups recently formed a Party
of Labour. What is the prog-
ramme of the Party of Labour?
What's the main item on this
programme?

B.K: The Party of Labour is actu-
ally, in political terms, the contin-
uation of the original Socialist
Party, founded as early as 1990.
In that sense, it is a party orientat-
ed towards defending the ideas of
decentralized socialized property
as opposed to the old statist, cen-
tralistic conception which domi-
nated the communist mentality.
We are in favour of state owner-
ship, but within a decentralised
state, meaning that the state is not
going to be as it was. In this
sense, we're very critical both of
the statist .and the centralistic

vision of socialism. But, on the
other hand, we do not support any
vision of stateless socialism. We
think that workers need the state
for obvious reasons, and also
because they have to protect and
organise their interests through the
state - the state of their own, that
is. It should, of course, not be
bureaucratic, but democratic and
decentralized. It should be close to
the people and the communities;
we're in favor of self-manage-
ment, or participation in manage-
ment. And we're, of course, in
favor of local self-management, of
democratically elected representa-
tive bodies.

I think we're realist enough to
understand that the country needs
some [degree of] development of
private enterprise, but we are
critical of the idea of developing
enterprises through privatisation of

‘the existing state- industries and

enterprises. So, we want to defend
the public sector from being pri-
vatized. If the new entrepreneurs
want to have businesses of their
own, they have to organise and
finance new businesses, create
new jobs, produce new products,

and not just appropriate what has.

been created by the state and by
the people. Ironically, there are

now lots of ‘small businessmen

who agree with that, who support
us in these issues, among other
things because of the taxation
policies of the government. The
economic policies of the govern-
ment are very hostile to small

businesses. In that sense we are.

getting some support from small
businesses, for obvious reasons.

WT: What is the difference be-
tween the ideals of the Party of
Labour and the Social Demo-
cratic parties of Europe or the
British Labour Party?

B.X: No, no. We are not any sort
of Social Democratic party. Nor
are we going to be one in the
future. Although there is a consid-
erable Social Democratic tendency
inside the Party of Labour, it is
definitely a minority tendency. It
is a tendency which knows its
place, so to speak, in terms of not
pretending or trying to become a
hegemonic tendency. Actually the
party is described both by the
press, including the {[right-wing]

press, and by its own supporters’

as a left-wing socialist party. ...
the party does not want to affiliate
to the Socialist International, be-
cause we do not consider our-
selves to be any sort of Social
Democrats. The party is quite
firm on such issues as, for exam-
ple, public property, or working
class and employee : participation
in decision making. It is also quite
firm on the political issues. People

[in the party] understand the need

for taking over the state by labour
- the workers, engineers, employ-
ees.

I think the groups and parties in
Russia that are openly Social
Democratic are, ironically, going
to the right so fast that even the
right-wing, Western Social Demo-
crats are ashamed of them. So, in
this situation there is no place for
proper Social Democracy. We
have to either go to the left or
much further to the right, but you
cannot keep this Social Democrat-
ic centre position. '

WT: What is the social base of
the Party of Labour?

B.K: It depends on the place.
Because if you see the organis-
ation which has been built in Mos-
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cow, it is mostly the young intelli-
gentsia that are dominating the
party. It is a completely non-
working class party, at least in
traditional terms. If you then go to
Oral, or to East Siberia, for exam-
ple, you'll see that the social com-
position of the party dramaticaily
changes, and becomes mostly a
traditional working-class party;
workers from the factory. Of
course, there are trade-unionist
elected officials in all the branches
of the party, which makes the
party a very important factor
inside the unions. So, we do a lot
of work inside the unions. And I
think the party is becoming impor-
tant in the way it is, exactly be-
cause it reaches not only its mem-
bers and supporters but also mil-
lions of union members through
its role in the unions.

WT: What is the ideal form of
government that you are sup-
porting? What is your position
on the parliamentary system for
instance?

B.K: We would like the soviets to
be the key element in the power
system in the country, .and, at
same time, at the top level, it is
clear that the Supreme Soviet, or
whatever you call it, is going to

- be more or less a kind of parlia-

mentary body, even if you call it
soviet. So, at the very top level of
society you have to have some
kind of parliamentary structure.

WT: But would such a parlia-

ment, or Supreme Soviet, be
based on the forces of the politi-
cal parties or the direct repre-
sentatives of the working people?

B.K: It depends on the parties.
The parliament is elected directly
by the population. The parliament
is, in a way, a specialized body
for legislation. So, in that sense,
we think that even if you base
your political concept on the idea
of soviets, you still have to recog-
nise that some elements of parlia-
mentarism are inevitable. But on
the other hand, if you see that you
really develop the system of sovi-
ets locally, and you transfer as
much power as possible to the
local soviets - which are directly
connected to the people - then the
parliament will be a different sort
of parliament; something more or
something less than a bourgeois
parliament. But, in any case, it is
not a bourgeois parliament any
more.

'WT: What about the abolition of
the wage system and wage slav-
ery, as the socialist ideals?

B.K: That is written in the prog-
ramme of the Party that is being
discussed. The main purpose of
the Party is not just to defend the
wage-earners from their employ-
ers but to abolish wage-labour as
such. The problem is how to do it
and how long it takes to get there.
By the way, we now campaign
inside the unions to get the same
formula written in the union docu-
ment that the unions are not just
to defend wage-earners but to
fight for the abolition of wage-
labour as such through their own
economic ways, of course. But, in
that sense, one could say, Well, if
that is to be realised, then it's the
end of the unions! So, in that
case, the main purpose of the
unions is, ironically, to abolish the
unions!

WT: What challenges is the
Party of Labour facing?

B.K: The main challenge we're
facing is the growth of orthodox,
traditionalist communist groups
and forces. We could cooperate
with these forces on some issues.
We have no anti-communist preju-
dices. But, on the other hand,
these groups have very incompe-
tent leaderships, and they are
often just wrong on several issues.
I am not talking about the ideolo-
gy in general but about concrete
issues. They are very aggressive
and intolerant and they not only
do not want to cooperate with the
socialist tendency, but they see,
probably for good reasons, that
the socialist tendency is a kind of
threat and danger to them. So,.
they do their best to try to prevent
the development of the democratic

socialist tendencies. That is a

challenge for us.

WT: Is the Party of Labour a
party for Russia or is it for the
whole Federation?

B.K: Now we're working on the

Party of Labour for Russia, but
then we probably are going to
expand it to other parts.

WT: Is it considered to be an
internationalist party which
advocates the struggle of the
working class around the world?
What is your stance on that?

B.K: Exactly. We consider our-
selves a non-sectarian, non-ethnic,
and, of course, non-religious
movement which is very hostile to
any brand of particualarism and
any attempt to split labour accord-
ing to ethnic, religious or local
lines. In that sense we are very
much against any kind of localism
and so on. And that is something
that the left has to do for the
country; I mean to unite the peo-
ple around the traditional values
of internationalism and brother-
hood of workers. So, that is very
important for the country which is
now being divided along ethnic
and local lines. El
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summer break, in September.
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Only a republic of labour is the political

WORKER TODAY

and social solution to Russia's crisis

Interview with Boris Kagarlitsky

Boris Kagarlitsky, a deputy to the Moscow City Soviet,
is a leading socialist in Russia and member of the
Russian Organizing Committee of the Party of Labour.
He is the author of a number of books including The
Thinking Reed and The Dialectic of Change. In early
May Ali Javadi, Worker Today co-worker in the us,
carried out a telephone interview with Boris Kagarlitsky
about the current political and economic situation in
Russia, the situation of the workers' and socialist move-
ment and on the Party of Labour. Excerpts.

Worker Today: How do you see
the future of socialism and
Marxism as the ideology of the
working class struggle against
capitalism?

Boris Kagarlitsky: If we think
about the current Russian experi-
ence which we are going through
right now, I think it makes the
Marxist discussion of the capitalist
society valid for.us much more
than ever, precisely because the
kind of society which is being
realized right now in our country,
through the efforts of our govern-
ment, is very much a sort of
classical, traditional, sort of wild,
uncivilized capitalist society. And
that makes even the orthodox
traditional criticism and analysis
of the market society made by
Marx in the 19th century quite
valid for us right now. In that
sense you can use the classical
Marxist tools of analysis in Russia
much better than in many of the
Western societies. Although, on
the other hand, of course there is
a lot of particularities, there are
lots of specific facts about the
Russian society of today which we
have to analyze in a very precise
way in order to understand what is
really going on. That is one side
of it.

The other side of it is, although
the government believes, of
course, in private property and
private enterprise, and so on, the
society still has a very strong
feeling that something which could
really help is a collective effort.
In that sense the collectivist values
are quite alive in Russia. That is
something which the government
itself is now feeling more and
more strongly.

WT: How do you see the future
of socialism in Russia?

B.K: Once, some years ago, I
said that I did not see any positive
outcome of the crisis in Russia, if
we didn't have any democratic
socialist solution. Now, quite a lot
of people say, "OK, you were
mistaken, the country is not going
towards socialism, or democratic
socialism”. But the point is that I
was speaking about a positive
solution. What is going on right
now is not a positive solution to
the crisis, but, on the contrary,
the development of the crisis, the
destruction of the country. So, if
you really want to find any sort of
positive solution you have to build
a socialized, democratically con-
trolled economy. For there's no
bourgeoisie in Russia, there's no
proper, traditional business class,
no middle class, which could get

the country going. It's only the
"republic of labour" which could
be the political and the social
solution to the crisis. Organized
labour could be the only force
which could pull the country out
of the present crisis.

WT: What has been the impact
of the collapse of the Soviet-style
socialism, and the victory of the
so-called market capitalism, on
the egalitarian and socialist ideas
among the workers?

B.K: Well, these ideas are still
alive. The very recent issue of a
right-wing news magazine, The
New Times, which is the Russian
equivalent of the Time magazine,
has quoted an opinion poll saying,
firstly, that not only the peasants
working on the collective farms
but even private farmers, in fact,
favour socialist solutions in agri-
culture, and are going to vote for
one or another brand of the social-
ists, if there were any elections.
The same news magazine says
that, according to the opinion poll,
socialist ideas are quite popular
among the population. Of course,
the authors of the magazine are
not very happy about that, which
is even more interesting than they
have to admit that fact.

WT: How would you describe
the social scene of today's Rus-
sia? What is the balance and the
relation of social forces today?

B.K: I think the main characteris-
tic of the balance of social forces
is the lack of real social organisa-
tions outside of the government.
So, on the one hand, there's no
organized bourgeoisie. As a re-
sult, the bourgeois elements, or
what we could call the business
groups, are concentrated and
organised around the government.
They do not possess any social
organisation of their own that is
not part of the government struc-
ture. This means that the social
basis for the capitalist develop-
ment of the country is very, very
limited. On the other hand, if you
look at the situation of labour,
you'll see the same picture. You'll
see that people lack any sort of
proper, horizontal structure of
self-organisation. In that sense the
situation is very, very dramatic,
precisely because there is a short-
age of organised political and
social forces in the country on any
considerable, mass ~cale.

WT: What is the influence of the
old reactionary forces - the Tsar-
ists, the nationalists - and the
current marketeers among the

workers? Can you give a picture
of these trends among the work-

ing people?

B.K: They don't have any strong
influence among most of the
working people. They control the
media, and the problem is not that
these forces are influential, but the
main problem is that the forces
which could try to build an alter-
native to them, and which could,
potentially, be the leading forces
of the society, are relatively weak
and unable to break through . in
order to get known, and to get
some kind of publicity for their
ideas. ...

WT: During the August events -
the coup, the counter coup and
the final take-over by Yeltsin -
the majority of workers were, in
my opinion, quite silent. What is
the general political condition of
the workers today?

B.K: They are politically dis-
organised. [There are] no major
political organisations of the work-
ers. The labour unions are in
crisis. The trade unions that we
have, we have inherited from the
old Communist structure. They
are extremely bureaucratic and
inefficient. Although they are now
trying to do a good job and de-
fend the interests of their mem-
bers, they cannot successfully do
it, exactly because they are very
bureaucratic.

WT: What is the extent of their
influence and membership?
What percentage of workers are
organised in these trade unions?

B.K: Ninety percent of the work-
ers are unionised. But, despite
their enormous membership, they
are weak, because of their enor-
mous bureaucracy and inefficien-
cy. So, now there is a big battle
going on today concerning the
reform of the unions. If the trade
union reform is successful, there
will be a real [chance] for the
development of the left alterna-
tive. But the trade union reform is
very hard to achieve, precisely
because the unions are very big
and very bureaucratic.

WT: How do you see the future
of Yeltsin and the present bour-
geois government?

B.K: I think they could survive
for some months at least. Not
because they are very popular or
successful, but just because their
eneinies and the political forces
who could challenge them are
even weaker than they are. I think

they could survive until mid-au-
tumn, but then their survival
would become increasingly prob-
lematic.

WT: Why?

B.K: Because of the food shortag-
es, economic disasters, and also
because the government itself
promised the people that they
would bring results, deliver the
goods in mid-autumn, or late
autumn in the worst case. By then
people will suddenly realize that
the goods aren't delivered, and
that will be a very strong blow to
the government.

WT: What about the recent aid
that the Western governments
have promised to give to Russia?
Do you think that would help
Yeltsin's government to survive?

B.K: T don't think that anybody
could help Yeltsin to survive, ifhe
were really in danger. The fact is
that he's not in danger right now,
but when it comes to real struggle
the Western influence would not
be very important, whether the
West is determined to keep him in
power or not.

WT: What role will Russia play,
in your opinion, in the world
arena in the future - bearing in
mind that the Soviet Union
played a major role in the histo-
ry of mankind in the past several
decades?

B.K: I think Russia and the coun-
tries of the former Soviet Union
are going to continue to play a
very important role.in the world
after the [present] crisis is re-
solved. Remember that Russia was
completely destroyed as a state by
the civil war. As a result of the
civil war, we got the Soviet Union
which became an important world
power, and the world power of a
special type, which very much
shaped the world of today. So, I
think Russia is going to pass a
period of ‘troubles and then re-
emerge as a very important coun-

try.

WT: What has become of the
standard of living of the working

people?
B.K: It has collapsed.
WT: How do they survive now?

B.K: The survival is not a prob-
lem yet. Fortunately, it's no prob-
lem for people to be just alive.
Most of the population is not in
danger of starving. The problem
is that the social conditions have
degenerated to a very large ex-
tent. We have lost most of the
gains of the '60s and '70s in terms
of living standards. So, now peo-
ple are living like in the early
'60s. But, the living standards are
going to get worse and worse. In
that sense the survival will be a
problem, but it's not right now.

WT: Are there any major strug-
gles emerging in response to
these deteriorating conditions?

B.K: Well, of course. There are
lots of very important struggles.
The unions try to fight back. Cer-
tain groups of wage-earners, too,
resisted the pressure to bring
down their living standards. And,
interestingly enough, the most
active are not the workers but the
doctors, the teachers, [in a word]

the social groups which are proba-
bly worst hit by the government
policies. The reason is that these
policies not only undermine their
living standards but undermine the
health care system, the education
system, and so on. So, that is very
serious. And that is why these
social groups are very active in
resisting the government. It seems
that the health care workers are
going to score a major victory in
the struggle against the govern-
ment. That's because the govern-
ment is under pressure to, first of
all, admit that it was wrong about
certain issues. Secondly, the gov-
ernment is to give them not only
higher wages but, I hope, will be
forced to respond by increasing
the government spending on
health care and education in gen-
eral. [That is,] not only in terms
of wages but also in terms of
investments, which is one of the
major demands of health care
workers and teachers.

WT: What is the present unem-
ployment rate in Russia?

B.K: It is very low for the kind of
crisis we have! Because enterprise
directors are, for good reasons,
afraid of destroying the Workers'
Collectives. They want to keep the
people in factories even when they
have no real jobs to give them.
They don't want to sack people.
They are afraid of sacking them.
Because if they sack them, later
on they won't have anybody to
resume the production; something
they hope will improve. But there
is a lot of pressure on enterprise
managers to sack the people. So,
right now they are resisting. But,
the question is how long they can
continue resisting.

WT; What are the organisations
of the workers in Russia? What
are the major labour unions
which are fighting back?

B.K: These trade unions, as I
said, are very big and inefficient.
At the same time, there is a strug-
gle going on to reform the unions;
a struggle in which, among others,
the Party of Labour plays an im-
portant role.

WT: What are the political ten-
dencies among the trade unions?

B.K: There are three tendencies.
One tendency is, let us call it in
the traditional way, the opportun-
ist tendency, which just tries to
live with the government and not
challenge it seriously. It tries to
cooperate with the government in
its anti-social policies, or at least
to pretend to be completely neu-
tral. The other tendency is the
hard line Communist tendency. It
is critical of the government. It'd
like to sabotage the reforms. But,
on the other hand, it is, first of
all, very much represented by the
provincial unions. Secondly, it's
in "hiding"; it never expresses
itself openly politically, for good
reasons. It is, moreover, afraid of
revealing its not having a positive
programme. The third tendency is
the "renewalist” tendency, which
is more or less organised around
the Moscow and Leningrad Trade
Union Federation, and politically
connected to the Party of Labour.

WT: What are the percentages

of workers that support these
tendencies?

S



I3

“Page 15, Vol.3, No.27, July 1992

ol

- Teamsters union after

election victory

Interview with Diana Kilmury

Diana Kilmury, a long-time labour activist in Canada,
was recently elected to the position of International
Vice President of the Teamsters Union as part of a
reform slate that swept the union's first-ever rank and
file elections. For 15 years Diana Kilmury has been a
member of Teamsters for a Democratic Union (TDU) -
a grassroots oganisation for democracy in the Team-
sters - and TDU co-chair for about 10 years. Ali Javadi,
Worker Today co-worker in the US, talked to Diana
Kilmury on a number of issues, including the reform
work underway in the Teamsters since the election
victory and on the future role of TDU as a reform
movement, excerpts of which we publish here.
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Worker Today: What have been
the changes in the Teamsters
Union since the election victory
of Ron Carey's slate? How are
the changes going to affect the
life of a truck driver, the aver-

age working person?

Diana Kilmury: It is very difficult
to give a definitive answer to that,
because it is much too early. We
have been in office slightly more
than 100 days. The situation we
walked into was one in which
large sums of money had been
spent on luxuries, there were
multiple salaries, etc. It is going
to take some time to put that
right.

We've adopted a number of
resolutions, we've brought in
experts to help us clean our
finances, we've sold off the luxury
jets and the limousines and put it
into an organising fund and a
corporate campaign. After these,
we hope to make bargaining more
effective. We have let some
people go who had multiple
salaries.

Ron Carey is the general
president and has offered a new
vision at the Teamsters Union to
all the members, including those
that opposed him in the elections.
He has been enormously success-
ful in delivering excellent Carhaul
agreements that had been lan-
guishing for the better part of the
year. He has been able to make

some meaningful changes, to get
rid of serious double-breasting that
was adversely affecting the guys
in the industry. (By double-
breasting I mean when a union
employer has a non-union arm,
and quite often what they do is
they take the assets of the union
arm and start, slowly but surly,
sucking it out and putting it into
the non-union arm.) He was able
to get language that prohibits that
in the Carhaul.

Safeway in California made a
move to open up this gigantic
warehouse and lay off all the
Teamster people when one con-
tract was going to end and then
hire them back at half the rate, if
at all. Through a concerted
corporate campaign activity we
were able to get that turned
around, as well. When we took
office 8,500 North West flight
attendants had voted by a 70%
margin to leave the Teamsters.
Ron Carey was successful in con-
vincing those people that we have
a new way and a new Teamster,

and they voted 2 to ! to stay with
the Teamsters.

So we have got a lot of success-
es, and we have a lot of work to
do. We think it would be a year
before the programmes are firmly
entrenched, but we are making
gains. Everybody is very positive.

WT: Some people argue that the
changes in the Teamsters have
only occurred at the top echelons
of the organisation, that mainly
the International office has
changed. As a result, there is
friction between the local leaders
and the International office.
What is the situation in that
regard?

D.K: You have to understand that
Jimmy Hoffa, the general presi-
dent who was murdered in the
mid-seventies, had a very central-
ized, autocratic regime. However,
when Frank Fitzsimmons took
over he allowed the locals to be-
come much more autonomous and
a great deal more powerful. The
constitution reflects that. There is
a great deal of power resting in
the general presidency, but there
is also quite a bit of power off in
the conferences and the locals.
And, of course, it doesn't matter
what the constitution says, the
reality is that these people have
got their own little empires and
are very well entrenched, and they
don't much want anybody coming
in and telling them what to do.
That is a problem. But the answer
to that is that the membership are
clamouring for " change. They
voted overwhelmingly for Ron
Carey and the new programme.
The pressure comes not from the
top, but from the bottom, by the
membership. [So you have] Ron
offering an olive branch, if you
will, and the membership pushing
from below. We don't care who
does it; we don't care who is the
officer, as long as that officer is
participating in the new Team-
sters. Frankly, that is working
very well in some areas, not so
well in others, and terrible in
some parts.

WT: How do you see the differ-
ence of the Teamsters now with
the existing US labour unions?
What is your vision for the
Teamsters of tomorrow?

D.K: What is the vision? Natural-
ly, to do what a trade union
should, which is to represent
working people. That is, beyond a
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surface model of trade unionism
where you go to work, you don't
have much contact with the union
and the odd time you might have
a grievance, somebody from the
local comes and services it. We're
talking about the trade union
movement, about a movement of
people who are being insulted on
all sides, by the anti-labour legis-
lation, the free-trade agreement,
the New World Order, the eco-
nomic control by the multi-nation-
als, and so on. And fortunately we
are a large union, a wealthy un-
ion, and we have a great deal of
resources to put into those fights.
Previously, this was not done. It
was done somewhat, but it wasn't
done as well as it could be. That's
what we're doing.

WT: Is the Teamsters Union
going to be radically different
from the other US trade unions?

D.K: Well, it is hard to predict
the future, isn't it? They're not
basically corrupt unions; they
don't have that problem. I am
sure you're aware that Bob White
and the Canadian Auto Workers
split off because of [the AFL-
CIO's] concessionary -attitudes.
The proof is in the pudding; con-
cessions don't save jobs; it just
makes that the last work you are
going to do, you get to do it
cheaper... They take the money,
they don't put it back into the
infrastructure, anything that would
benefit the worker, they just take
it. The people that make the
wealth of the country should enjoy
the fruits of their labour.

Other unions have been com-
plaisant; they haven't been cor-
rupt. A lot of them are kind of
undemocratic. ...

So yes, the Teamsters is going
from rather the more reactionary
to progressive. And that's a good
thing.

WT: Definitely. But what role do
you see for the Teamsters in the
labour movement in the US and
Canada? Do you see amy role
from this larger perspective?

D.K: Well, absolutely. We're so
diverse. We literally represent
every kind of industry from A to
Z. We control nearly $100 billion
worth of pension funds, and we
have an enormous economic
[weight]. We control the largest
Political Action Committee (PAC)
in the US. It is meaningful. If we
use those vast resources for the
education of not only our own
membership, -but the working
people as a whole... We were the
deciding vote on the AFL-CIO
executive council as to whether or
not they would go on record in
favour of a Canada-style national
health care plan, and we did that
at the last executive board meet-
ing.

We're not dealing with magic
here. It is a struggle to take back
inch by inch what's been eroded
through greed, corruption, or just
plain apathy. And you certainly
cannot lay that at the Teamsters'
door. That's been a problem in
the whole of the labour move-
ment. Nobody minded [it] for
about 20 years. You know now
they have these enormous firms of
union-busters who will spend any
amount of money to bust the un-
ion. We're in a battle, we're in a
war. The Teamsters is gearing up
to fight back in a meaningful
fashion and the Teamsters has
always been very tough. We in-
tend to be tough again.
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WT: What has been the relation

with the AFL-CIO leadership?
Will they welcome Ron Carey
and the new Teamsters, or will
they try to stop the efforts of
Teamsters to revitalize the la-
bour movement?

D.K: [I can't speak for the AFL-
CIO0], but this would be my guess:
We have often been an enormous
pain in the butt to the AFL-CIO;
somewhat "renegades" of the
labour movement. Certainly all
the corruption, etc, did not help
the name of organized labour. So
I'm sure that they are very glad
that we've cleaned up our act. I
think they're very happy about the
$6 million worth of [...] that we
pay them. And I think that they're
sufficiently scared about corporate
America's agenda that they're
damn glad to see that Teamsters
are up and kicking about once
again.

WT: But they have, for example,
this policy of trying to make
their corporations more competi-
tive versus the corporations in
other countries, rather than
giving solidarity to other work-
ing people around the world.
How do you see that problem?
How will such things affect the
relations between the Teamsters
and the AFL-CIO?

D.K: It's like any other organiza-
tion. There's a bunch of people
that do not want to see any prob-
lems. There is other people who
see the problems clearly, but
disagree on what is to be done.
But clearly we're coming to an
impasse here. The Mexican-US-
Canada Free Trade Agreement,
coupled with the replacement
[effort], will be the end of orga-
nized labour. It doesn't matter
where you started off from,
you're all going to end up on the
battle ground.

One worker battling against
another worker never gets any-
body another job. And people
need to understand that they are
played just like pawns on a chess
board by these enormous multi-
nationals. There is all this statis-
tics on how the tax burden has
been put on the back of the work-
ers and taken off the rich, and
"the rich getting richer and the
poor getting poorer" has never
been more true. [Even] people
that are not in a trade union are
starting to look and say we'll be
the last generation that is able to
think about sending our children
to college. This consciousness is
starting to filter through all seg-
ments of society. I find it tremen-
dously interesting, when the LA
riots were on, that every person in
the street that they interviewed did
not fixate on race; they under-
stood that it was economics, that if
people are driven into that kind of
hopelessness and no jobs and
become an underclass, that is
what's bound to happen.

WT: Let me ask you about the
Teamsters for a Democratic
Union. What is the role of the
TDU now in the Teamsters?

D.K: Well, TDU is a reform
caucus within the Teamsters Un-
ion. It has a large body of people
that hoid to its views and are
working in their locals to improve
their conditions, to fight conces-
sions, to give labour education. It
is an independent caucus within
the Teamsters.

WT: What are the changes that
they are advocating which are
different from what Ron Carey
is doing, or do they go beyond?

D.K: I don't think we have had a
divergence of an opinion-yet: We
might have a small disagreement
on'the speed of the changes. But,
you see, nobody can get a book
out of the library, and say, OK it
says in chapter 12 that it should
take a week and a half! It'll hap-

‘pen when it happens. And as long

as we're making forward prog-
ress, far be it from TDU to carp.
1 mean we've waited 15 years so
if it takes another couple of
months, we are nothing else if not
patient.

WT: What necessitates the pres-
ence of the TDU then?

D.K: Because there is a limited
ability, because of the structures
of the Teamsters. There is 615
locals, there are 45 joint councils,
and there is the International and
the 1.5 million members. The
International has a limited reach.
You can, after all, only put on a
good shopsteward seminar if the
local invites you in to do that.
You have no power at the Interna-
tional, and it wouldn't work even
if you did have the power to order
people to think differently. What
we're doing is working in a gener-
al sense to get everybody on this
programme. But in the meantime
there are still some locals that are
in the hands of some extremely
bad people. The only way the
membership there can get any-
thing done is to band together.
The only way to get the education
in order to carry out, you know
something simple, like getting
your stewards elected, is through
an organisation like TDU. That's
what we have always done. That's
what we'll continue to do, and
plus we intend to lend great credi-
bility to the reforms that Ron
Carey is enacting. People look to
us and say, OK how was that with
the Carhaul agreement? That's a
damn fine agreement; Ron made a
real achievement.

WT: What has happened to the
TDU's membership since the
election? Has it grown, do you
have any statistics on that?

D.K: Yes, it's grown a lot. The
membership are still very excited,
they're very empowered and they
look at the successes. We have
some complete TDU locals around
the countryside. They - are just
such shining examples of good
trade unionisnt. They've got 400-
500 members out to a union meet-
ing. They are out picketing and
organising. People look at one of
these locals and say 1 want my
local to be like that. And really
the only people that can make that
happen, it is not the general exec-
utive board, it is not Ron Carey, it
is the membership themselves.

WT: Do you wish to add any-
thing at the end?

D.K: I'm glad we won the elec-
tion. We worked very hard for it.
It is going well. It's not -going
perfectly, but then nobody thought
it would. I think, we're going to
£o on wining and people are going
to look back and say in the year
2010 that the turning tide in the
labour movement was the day that
the membership took back the
Teamsters Union. L]
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IN BRIEF

USA

Every year on average 10,000
workers die and 6 million end
up with serious injuries and
disabilities as a result of work-
place accidents in the US -
according to a report in April
by the AFL-CIO, the US la-
bour confederation. The report
says that each workplace is
inspected for safety on average
every 84 years. The more dan-
gerous workplaces, like mines,
are inspected every 25 years.

Sweden

Following pressures from vari-
ous union sections, Sweden's
national labour confederation
(LO) decided to call a one-day
general strike for 6 October
against the government's anti-
labour policies. ‘The goals of
the strike have been defined as
fighting the growing unemploy-
ment, anti-union legislation and
privatization of industries  and
social services. el

iraq

A group of labour activists
from the city of Arbil in Iraqi
Kurdistan issued a communi-
qué to.call for international

gle for basic rights. "Our every
protest has been most savagely
suppressed”, says the state-
ment. It calls on labour organi-
sations to support their de-
mands, especially for the right
to strike and organise freely,
and urges for letters of protest
to be sent to Iragi embassies
and to the offices abroad of the
*Kurdistan Front” - led by Jalal
Talebani and Masoud Barzani
and now the ruling force in
Iraqi Kurdistan.

labour support for their strug-
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Canada's CLC condemns executions in Iran

Labour organisations worldwide express solidarity with Iranian workers’ struggle

WT News Service:

A LARGE number of trade unions
around the world in letters and
resolutions condemned the Iranian
government's repression against
workers, its denial of basic labour
rights and the brutal execution of
the people arrested following the
recent mass protests in a number
of Iranian cities.

In Canada, Robert White, Presi-
dent of the Canadian Labour Con-
gress, in a letter to the Iranian
President Hashemi Rafsanjani, on
behalf of the CLC Executive
Coungcil and two million members
of the CLC called for an end to
the executions and the immediate
release of the hundreds of people
in jail.

In Vancouver the 19th Constitu-
tional Convention of the-Canadian
Labour Congress, in a resolution
on labour conditions in Iran,
called on the CLC to work with
other international labour organi-
sations to broaden trade union
support for the struggle of Iranian
workers and to call on the Canadi-
an government to, among other

things, suspend its financial links
with Iran.

A number of other unions
around the world, including the
Canadian Union of Postal Workers
(CUPW); the Scarborough Local
of CUPW; Local 660 of Service
Employees International Union
(SEIU); Local 1108 of the Ameri-
can Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees Union
(AFSCME); Alsace Regional
Committee of the CGT union in
France; Section 22 of the National
Educational Workers Union of the
state of Oaxaca, Mexico; Finnish
Food Workers Union; and Finnish
Glass Workers Union, in letters or
resolutions denounced the anti-
worker policies of the Iranian
government.

In connection with the recent
mass arrests and the executions,
the United Electrical, Radio and
Machine Workers of Canada (UE)
and the Unity Against Poverty
organisation in Ontario con-

demned the Iranian government's

savagery and violence against the
working people.

Jail terms for Saeed Saedi
and Zahed Manouchehri

Labour activists call for their release

WT News Service:

In a communiqué, three labour
activists from Iranian Kurdistan
called on labour organisations
around the world to increase the
pressure on the Iranian govern-
ment to release the jailed workers
Saeed Saedi and Zahed Manou-
chehri. Here we publish excerpts
of this communiqué:

"Friends, Comrade Workers!

You have no doubt already
heard through Worker Today and
other sources about the arrest of
the two Iranian labour activists
Saeed Saedi and Zahed Manou-
chehri. We have known these two
workers intimately for several
years, as activists of struggle
against labour repression in Iran.

Although several months have
already passed since their arrest,
and [despite] the protests by a
number of labour and progressive
organisations, the inhuman Islamic
Republic government is still hold-
ing them in jail under harsh condi-
tions. According to the latest in-
formation, a 4-year jail sentence
has been passed on Saeed Saedi,
and a 2-year sentence on Zahed
Manouchehri. -

These two workers are under
severe physical and psychological
pressure, and their families, hav-
ing lost their sole bread-winners,
are under extreme hardship.

We call on all labour and pro-

gressive organisations to step up
their efforts for the release of
these workers.

This is not an isolated case in
the Islamic Republic government's
record of persecution of militant
workers. We have witnessed for
ourselves in our workplaces and
communities in Iranian Kurdistan
the arrest and jailing of many
labour activists for the crime of
fighting for workers' rights.
Among them, our colleague Jamal
Cheragh-Vaissy and the militant
worker Abdollah Beyvaseh were
executed. One of us, Yadollah
Azizi, has spent nearly a year in
the Islamic regime's jails...

We wish to state that we are
ready to accompany international
delegations to Iran to inspect the
condition of the political prison-
ers.

We specifically call on you to:

1- demand the immediate release
of Saeed Saedi and Zahed Manou-
chehri;
2- condemn the Iranian govern-
ment for its anti-worker actions
and demand that it recognise orga-
nisation and strike rights; :
3- call for the expulsion of Iranian
government's representatives,
posing as "workers' representa-
tives", from international labour
forums.

In solidarity,

Yadollah Azizi - Mohammad
Mohammadi - Mozaffar Fallahi"
April 9, 1992

Bob White elected President of Canadian Labour
Congress

Canadian Auto Workers President Bob White was overwhelmingly
elected as President of Canadian Labour Congress at the CLC
convention in Vancouver in early June. A second top CLC position
was won by Jean-Claude Parrot, the militant President of the
Canadian Union of Postal Workers. N

Canadian Labour Congress letter to Iranian govern-
ment against repression in Iran

The Canadian Labour Congress, which represents 2 million orga-
nized workers in Canada, has learned of the arrest of hundreds
of working-people in Iran and the execution of eight of these
people in early June. Furthermore, we are informed that five
others have been sentenced to death and forty-five others have
been sentenced to jail terms ranging from 4 months to 1 O years.

On behalf of the Executive Council and the membership of the
CLC, I call on your government to put an end to these execu-
tions and to either release or to immediately bring to fair trials,
those people still in jail in your country.

| also wish to bring to your attention a resolution tabled in
‘Vancouver, on June 10, 1892:

“Therefore be it resolved that the 19th Constitutional Convention
of the Canadian Labour Congress call on the CLC to work with
other international organizations to broaden trade union support
for the struggle of workers in Iran and for the goals of human
rights, demaocratic institutions, and democratic development; and
be it further resolved that the CLC call on Canada to suspend
financial relations with Iran, call for an arms embargo against
fran, and call for the conditioning of oil sales on respect for
international human rights norms. "

By copy of this letter, | am asking the Canadian Secretary of
State for External Affairs to act on this resolution.

Yours sincerely,
Robert White, President

#
"The main
purpose of
our party is
to abolish

wage-labour.™
Interview with Boris
Kagarlitsky p. 14

Teamsters Union after election sweep

for the reform slate
Interview with Diana Kilmury p.15



