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WORKER TODAY

Workers are dlstrustful

 of Islamic Counclls

‘7*- Most workers come to work whlle stﬂl smk

" - - Annual hohdays are 12 days
‘-htmw wftfn workerfromPepsiColaplaminkm /

'Amwer Zam.rZam has 11 plants
throughout - ‘Iran: two in Tehran,
*~ . and the rest in the cities of Shiraz,

- Esfahan, Mashad, Rasht, Tabriz,

" Gorgan, Ahvaz, and Bakhtaran.
There is also -4 factory in :Yaft-
Abad, producing - -bottle - tops,
concentrated juice for soft drinks;
as well as spare parts for soft
-drink plants. It also has sales
depots in most cities. In all, 6,000
and a few hundred people work
for Pepsi Cola.

Q: What is the composmon of
" the workforce? = -

A: Most of the workers are male;

women work in the administrative
sections. The age range is from 25
to 50. The contract (daily-waged)
workers are not insured. For
instance in Tehran 1/3 of the
workforce are contract workers.

-Q: What are the working hours?

A: The working week is 44 hours.
Some factories operate a S5-day
working week, and some a 6-day
“week. In some, for example the

‘1144 hours, but in" practice, - fo
.-example-in Tehran, 2'to'3 hours -
. are-spent in travelling to and from':

" ~workforce -of- between 230-and. .-
1250, there is :a two-shift. rounne

and a 6-day week. .- :
- In-theory, the workmg week is

work. Living in the outskirts, most
workers have to take at least one
bus tour just to- get to one of the
stops of the factory bus service:
There - is. a half-hour lunch
break, and the workers have to go
to lunch according to regulations
laid down by the management in
each plant. Annual holidays are 12
days. There is also six days of
sick-leave annually, which can be
taken as one-day, two-days or-
three-days off. But if the illness
exceeds three consecutive days,
you have to deal with the Insu-
rance Organisation, which - not
before repeated calls at its offices -
pays 3/4 of the wages - for mar-
ried workers - and 1/2 - for
singles, which is not even worth
the trouble. Most workers, when
sick, try not to rest more than
three days, and come to work
while still sick. This is because, to
get the pittance from the Insurance
they have to take a few days off,
and the sick-leave should not ex-

JAs Workers generaily are’ agamst
‘overtime work. But' since the
- wages are so low, most of them do
“ a second job -after the day’s work,
“like selling cigarettes or dealing in

ceéd thé six days, rwise it

2 would .be: dedtmed from thetr»'

- annual bohdays. ALy SR
Q. »Bow about ovenime"

second hand articles. But for the
foremen and supervisors, who
have higher wages, it pays to work
overtime.

To make the workers do over-
time, for example the ordinary bus
service in the evenings-is cancel-
led, so-that those who don’t work
overtime can get back home only
after much difficulty and at great
expense. So- because of the low

Pay, because there is no bus ser-
-vice, and from fear of losing their
.jobs, workers give in to overtime

work. But desplte the fact that
some workers do more than 90
hours’ [monthly] overtime they are
always hard up for money. On top
of that there is this anti-labour law
in the Azadi plant in Tehran that if
a worker. takes a short leave - for
a few hours - this is cut from his
overtime hours, which have a 35%
higher wage rate!

j’}'—isome _workers,
- whose basxc pay

would be sorted out a little, .

Q: What is the level of pay and
bonuses?

-A; The wagesandallbonuses 4
j together come - 10,.-on .average,

[$25].

~ i For mstance 4n onevof the ‘feho.
- ran factories the job classlﬁcanon:_ :
" scheme -is' to-be carried out’ this’
“year. ~-Workers .genérally- are in-
- favour of the plan; and say that
though' they: won’t. get much in

/terms ‘of wages, -t least things

- Thebonuses include child. bene

. fit: 3,000 rials [$2.2) for each
~+ child - . two children at most. There - -
isa housmg allowance ‘of 3,000
" rials, .a: food .allowance. of 800
“rials, ‘and " a’ new-year glft and-
“bonus for 85,000 [$61] rials which: -

is decided by the government. The
plant itself g:ves a can of cooking
oil and some rice.

" There is also a productlvny

allowance. This is the best way of

exploiting workers, since if in the
supervisors’ opinion a worker is,

as they call it, ‘unruly and disobe-

dient’, his/her productivity allow-
ance is cut. This allowance varies
from 15,000 rials to 100 rials.

Q: What an_lemtles are there in
the plant"

A: In Azadi- plant in Tehran, for
example, there is no' nursery. In

‘most-of the factories. there aren’t

enough:showers. You can’t stay.in
the shower for more than ten
minutes, and the doors open half
an hour before the work ends.
There are no medical facilities in
this plant, and any worker in need
of first-aid is bandaged by his
work mates’ unhygienic hands.

Worker Today published
in Arabic and Kurdish

From Letters to the Editor

Dear Worker Today Editor,

With warm and comradely greet-
ings, we wish you success in the
pubhcatlon of Worker Today and
in the efforts to wxden its drstnbu-
‘tion.

- Uniting the class rank of work-
ers of the world is a basic task of
all vanguard workers and labour
‘leaders throughout the world, and
for achieving which different tools
are needed. Worker Today is one
such instrument which can,. by
fulfilling its objective, fill in the
vacuum in this area. So far it has
‘played a worthy role in this
respect. :

.Since the publication of its first
issue -and its distribution in Iragq,
WT has been an encouragement
and a message of hope for a large
section of workers here, particu-

larly in  Kurdistan, filling the

empty place of a worker paper.
There are hardly any labour
leaders or actmsts who, i irrespeéc-
tive of their polmcal and ideologi-
cal . persuasions, do ‘not each
month enthusiastically await the
arrival of Worker Today. We hope
that WT can, to begin with; be
published. fortnightly, = and in
future, even weekly and daily... .
. Recently, because of the signifi-
cance of this paper, .communist
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and worker circles in Iraq decided
to publish its Arabic edition. At
the moment, due to limited re-
sources ... only the English.
section is being translated. Al-
ready a few issues in Arabic have.
appeared. But the aim is to pub-
lish the whole - of the paper in
Arabic in the near future with the
cooperation of communist circles
and groups in Kurdistan.

The need for the publication of
WT in Kurdish has also been felt
for a long time among many
labour activists in Kurdistan. As a
group of Worker Today co-work-
ers in Iraqi Kurdistan, we there-
fore decided to take up this work
‘and publish the entire paper
monthly in Kurdish. Right now we
are distributing the Kurdish edi-
tion of WT no.19. Of course to be
able to continue our work we need
to receive the paper regularly. We
should also add that we have close

‘contacts with .comrades in the

south who publlsh the Amel El-
yome, the Arabic edition of WT.
"We expect the Kurdish edition
of WT (Karikari Emro) to become
a popular worker paper in Iraqi
Kurdistan; “since it has already
won support among the workers.
And using: our political connec-
tions. and contacts with. workers,: .
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we want to make sure it reaches

most of the cities and regions in
Kurdistan.
You may ask why we are not

trying to bring out a paper which

reflects the struggle and aims of
the Iraqi workers. Well, at this
moment two worker papers are
being . published
Payami. Karikar (Workers Mes-
sage) and Serenji Karikar (Work-
ers View). Payami Karikar is also
published in Arabic, as Balagh El-
a'lam, and is distributed in central
and southern Iraq. We ourselves
co-operate with these two papers
and consider it our duty to streng-
then and improve them. At the

-same time, right now no other

national paper - as valuable as this
is:in itself - can take the place. of
WT as an internationalist paper.

 We wish to state that we are
Vready to be co—workers of Worker
.Today in Iraq and to send you
reports’ and news from “the Iraqgi

“labour movement.* In future we

will send you letters, interviews
and commentaries which-we hope
can be published in-Worker Today
Smcerely,
Ahmad

On behalf of -
WT co-worke_rs

B L
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in Kurdistan:

In the Persian Section

In" addition to the articles in the
English section, the Persian section of
this issue includes:

einterview with . Rio - Martikainen, .
Finnish labour leader ®interview with
Alexander Hubert, executive commit-
tee member of French FO union.
®Revolt against callous policies - IG
Metall article on E. Germany's ship--
yard workers oOn the ILO (part 4}
eOn the situation of immigrant

There are no sporting activities.
Whenever you talk to the mana-

".-gers-about sports, they-say work is .

“the best Kind of sport! . ;
:Each plant-has‘a separate con-

* sumer cooperative which oniceina’ .
50,000 nals\{$36] a -month fat .

" -market exchange rates). 'l:hereare}‘.f&‘v ike |
with: families, - also.’
is. 35 000 nals ’

, Whlle arranges a lottery for art:cles

- until now their members have only
heard their- names; nothing ‘has
been seen. m terms‘ of housing. -

Q. llow is theé- sitmu ,or'u.e..

lslamac Conncils"
~A¢ ln Zam-Zam factones the Is-. -

Tamic” Couingils. actively work .in
the ;service of the mawgemem

them.

Q wm' have. been’ worlr.ers
- .gmvances and protwts" ;

A: The workers protest about
everythmg, but they avoid com-
plaining to-the labour ministry or.
arguing with the management -
because they know that mone of
~the authorities accepts their words
and that they always take the side
of the managers. But in 1980 there
was a big labour protest in-Azadi
factory about the poor. wages
which lasted two months. Durmg
these two months the’ managers
were prevented from entering the
factory, and when Zam-Zam’s
General Director arrived at the
‘plant together with a few officers
he - was -thrown out 'by ‘workers
“who pelted him with rubbish and
shouted abuse at him. But the
strike was broken in the end by
the management splitting the work-
ers and having them arrested and
banished. 3 =

"Abridged from a broadcast by
radio Voice of the Comumunist
Party of Iran

women workers in Germany - transia-
tion ®Documents on history of May"
Day in fran o{LO bulletin reviews
franian labour law einterview with
Rolf Paulson, Swedish construction
union leader eistamic Councils in an
iran textile factory - report ®Labour
organisations denounce - arrest of
iranian labour activists ®Struggle for
fres May Day in Iran. -

News of workers’ struggle around the
world is published in more detailin the
Persian section.
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Hitler too ﬁad a new world order

Interview with André Kolompar

André Kolompar is the president of Toronto Local of the
Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW). Following
last summer's postal strike, he was jailed, along with
two other comrades, for defying an injunction against
picketing. Amir Payam, Worker Today co-worker in
Canada, talked to André Kolompar about the lessons of
the postal strike and a number of related issues. The
interview was carried out before the court actions.

Excerpts:

Worker Today: Working people
are facing tough economic times.
Their rights and achievements
are under attack. Unionists in
Canada believe this situation is
created by the Tories' agenda.
How do you analyze these poli-
cies? What strategy do you see
behind them?

André Kolompar: Well, the way
I analyze the agenda is that the
Tories want to create, first of all,
a completely different Canada.
They want to create a completely
different economic climate that is
good for big business, that is good
for big, multinational corpora-
tions, who are the people whose
interest the Tories really serve.

We've seen all the examples.
We've seen the free trade agree-
ment with the US; we now see a
move towards free trade with
Mexico. The whole agenda is
creating an economy which is
based on very high level of unem-
ployment, where companies and
corporatlons have got greater
opportunity to exploit the workers,
to threaten the workers; indeed,
the type of situation that we see
today. There are so many people
thrown out of jobs that employers
can actually threaten the people
who have jobs - that is, for now -
with the fact: "Look, there's al-
ways thousands of replacements
for you", etc. What it does is that
it takes away, it threatens the
ability to organise the workers, to
unionize them, to fight the agen-
da. I think that, overall, that's the
bottom line agenda of the Tories;
to establish a political and eco-
nomic climate which is good for
big business but horrible for the
workers.

WT: The strikes last summer
and fall by the Canadian Union
of Postal Workers (CUPW) and
the Public Service Alliance of
Canada (PSAC) showed a strong
militancy. They had a good op-
portunity to impose much' pres-
sure on the Federal Government
collectively. But in the end the
Tories won, and the workers
were legislated back to work.
How do you explain this? What
are the lessons that the labour
movement should learn from
those strikes?

A.K: First of all, I don't agree
with one part of that question
which makes the statement that
"the Tories won". I don't believe
the Tories really won ineither the
case of the PSAC strike or the
CUPW strike. What, for instance
in the case of CUPW, the Tories
were planning to do was to com-
pletely break the union. They
were hoping that after the end of
that struggle the CUPW as a union
would be broken, and that there
would not be a union to fight ever
in the future.

They certainly didn't win that.

I think it was a lesson for our
membership, and for the labour
movement as a whole, as to the
fact of how important it is to have
the unity, to stand behind the
workers that are being attacked.

In the case of PSAC, I think it
was even a greater victory for
PSAC, and by no means do I
think that the Tories won. Be-
cause, there you had a union that
did not have any great history of
militancy, any big history of going
on strike. And the government
was counting on that. What hap-
pened as a result of that strike is
that we've got a very very power-
ful, strong; militant force within
the PSAC that now politically
understands what's happening to
them as workers in this country,
and are prepared to fight in the
future. I think that union got in-
credibly strengthened as a result
of that strike, and as a result of
the fight they had with the Tories.

I think the labour movement
should learn that we had a golden
opportunity, when CUPW and

PSAC were in positions where we
had 20,000 people in Ottawa on
Parliament Hill demonstrating,
storming the Parliament, trying to
get in, and all that. When we saw
all that, and we saw that there
were postal workers: on strike,
transit workers on strike in Toron-
to, there was really an opportunity
to mobilize workers in all indus-
tries, in all unions, to actually
launch. a fight against the govern-
ment at that time; a serious fight,
and a fight that we would have
had a very good chance of win-
ning, had the leadership of the
labour movement, the CLC (Cana-
dian Labour Congress), come
behind it a lot stronger than they
did and actually begun a mobili-
sing campaign to get the other
unions to understand that the one
common problem we all have,
whether we are private or public
sector, is that we're facing a gov-
ernment that is trying to destroy
our power as workers in this
country. We would have had an
opportunity to fight back. And we
had a very good one, but we did-
n't take it.

" Hopefully, one of the big les-
sons from it is that when given
another opportunity like that,
against this government, or
against any other government that
puts into place the type of agenda
that the Tories do (and the Liber-
als are quite capable here as well,
as we've seen in the past), we

don't pass it up like we did during

[last] fall.

WT: You are a co-founder of the
Workers Solidarity Coalition,
which is trying to build a rank-
and-file movement. What doés
building such a movement in-
volve? '

A.K: Building a rank-and-file
movement is not something that's

André Kolompar, president
of CUPW Toronto Local
important only to the Workers

Solidarity Coalition, or only to

unions.
overall, for the entire labour
movement, for all the workers in
this country. It is important that
the rank and file, the membership
of the unions, the workers that
work everyday on the floor, are
educated, mobilized, that they
understand the issues, see that
there's a leadership out there to
fight against it, become involved,
and that they become leadership
themselves. I think that is the most
important part of trying to mobi-
lize the rank and file and rank-
and-file actions.

" The leadership, be it the best
leadership in the world, cannot
fight the fight alone.- If we, the
leadership, say we're going after
all these wonderful things but we
don't bring the membership along
with us, .if we don't educate the
membership and show them what
the issues are, if we don't build
the support of the rank-and-file
worker, then we're going to have
a problem.

I think that's what building a
rank-and-file movement really is
all about. It is about making sure
that people that are saying that
they're the leadershlp are not only
just saying "we are leaders” but
are actually capturing the hearts
and minds of the workers as well,
and having the support of the
workers in this fight, so that the

-workers are actually together.

WT: The unionists in Canada
are hoping that the New Demo-
cratic Party (NDP) will be elect-
ed to the Federal Government,
and that it will represent their

‘interests. But the NDP, as it is

showing in Ontario, where it is
in power, is not going that way.
What do you think? How do yeu
criticise the job NDP has done in
Ontario up to now? And if it
gets the federal power, will it be
able to throw away the Tories'
policies?

A.K: First of all, I very strongly
support the NDP to be elected to
federal level, not because I think

I think that's important

they're going to do everything
right, not because 1 think that the
NDP is going to establish all types
of policies and legislations that
we, as workers, believe should be
established. But, what we know in
reality in this country is that there
are three parties - unless we want
to consider the Reform Party, but
hopefully they're never going to
be a credible party - and if you
look at these three, the NDP is the
one that's actually closest to rep-
resenting workers' interest. Cer-
tainly 1 don't think anyone will
argue that the NDP represents
solely the workers' interest. They
don't. But out of the three, they
are the closest to representing
what would be in our interest.

However, the fact remains that
even if the NDP gets elected at
the federal level, that won't mean
that the struggle stops, that work-
ers don't have to go on strike, and
so on; just the same way as we
have an NDP government in On-
tario and the struggle still goes on.
But, there's no doubt in my mind
that it's in the best -interest of
working people in this country to
vote NDP, because, clearly, their
policies are the ones that are clos-
est to giving workers some
strength, some power - very limit-
ed - but some power, and some
recognition of workers' rights as
well.

I think the NDP has made some
major mistakes in Ontario since its
election. I believe their biggest
mistake was that they. believed
they had to be a party for every-
one - business, labour, and every-
thing else. What they have to
understand is that business, no
matter what the NDP does, is not
going to vote NDP. They'll still
pour their money into the Tories,
they'll still want the Tories elect-
ed. Now, what do the Tories or
the Liberals do, when they are in
office? They put forward the age-
nda they stand for. And they don't
care what workers say -about that.
They're not interested in that,
once they are elected.

The NDP had what it called
"the people's agenda”. These were
policies that were very much
‘supported by workers; legislative
changes that workers had been
striving for for a long time. How-
ever, when they got into power
they feared the reaction from
business. Instead of saying, "We
had an agenda, we put it forward,
and we got elected on that basis;
now big business have a problem
with that; so what?” - instead of
saying that, the NDP is trying to
be somebody for everybody. And
you just can't do it. You have to
believe in the principles that you
stood for. You have to follow
your policies and put them into
place, because that's why you got
elected. Otherwise, I think work-
ers are going to be completely
disenchanted with all three parties,
and won't be able to see any dif-
ference between NDP, Liberals,
and Conservatives any more. And
I think that would be very bad, if
workers in this country couldn't
see any difference between these
three. So, while they no doubt
made some serious mistakes, the
NDP is still the party that we have
to put in federally; the best of the
three evils so to speak, for lack of
a better word. And that's what
we're going to have to fight for.

But, certainly, any support for
the NDP is not unconditional. We
have to be able to criticise when
they're wrong. By no means
should we give the indication to
workers that once the NDP is

elected, everything is solved, and
that the struggle stops. Because,
we've seen in Ontario and eother
provinces where NDP has got
elected, the struggle still contin-
ues.

WT: As you know, what we're
facing in Canada is part of a
process that's going on all
around the world. Everywhere
workers' interests, rights, and
achievements are under attack.
How do you think we can build
international solidarity to fight
back?

AK: Well, there's no doubt in
my mind that anybody sees what's
happening between governments,
particularly right-wing govern-
ments, all over the world; how
they are working together in im-
plementing economic policies that
are hitting the workers same way
all across the board. Now it
should be clear to everyone that
workers have to realise that if
something happens to workers in
Europe, or to workers in the US,

and so on, it's like a rock falling
into a lake; it ripples, it gets big-
ger and bigger, it spreads. In the
same way, the agenda of right-
wing governments spreads, and
they work together to spread it. So
you don't need to be a genius to
realise that workers have to estab-
lish international links, to realise
that what's happening to workers
in Europe, in Asia, in South Ame-
rica, in North America, is linked.
Workers have an interest in under-
standing that if they are being
downtrodden in one country, that
is heading towards a country
where they may not be as down-
trodden. If all our enemies, the
right-wing governments and the
multinational corporations, are
working together to put us down,
then it's obvious that we have to
work together.

To achieve that, a lot ot things
have to be done. For instance the
Canadian Labour Congress could
play a much larger role in bring-
ing workers across the world
together. The labour bodies that
exist in all countries should be
working a lot more in conjunction
with each other, establishing com-
mon fights against this world-wide
trend - what Bush likes to call the
New World Order; Adolf Hitler
had ‘a New World Order too; he
was the last one to use that term!
So, they've got-their New World
Order, and we, as workers, re-
gardless of what geographical
borders we've got around us, have
to- get together and fight that.
Because, if workers in one coun-
try are actively fighting it and
workers in another country are
sitting down, watching their co-
lour TV sets, it's not going to
work. That's exactly what these
governments want. w
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Fighting Islamic Councils,
an internationalist struggle

by Mostafa Saaber

UP TO NOW, whenever the issue
of fighting the Islamic Councils -
state-made organisations in the
workplaces in Iran - has been
discussed, the question has been
approached mainly from the view-
point of defending Iranian work-
‘ers’ right to freely set up their
own organisations. Now, with the
efforts underway by Worker
House - the headquarters of the
Islamic Councils - to give effect to
the reactionary and anti-working
class idea of establishing an "in-
ternational union of Moslem
workers", the struggle against the
Islamic Councils has assumed an
internationalist dimension too.

The idea of forming an Islamic
union may have been conceived
by the heads of the Islamic Repub-
lic as early as when they were
setting up the Worker House. But
it is only in the last two to three
years that, along with the consoli-
dation of Worker House and Is-
lamic Councils as an essential
pillar of Islamic Republic, this
divisive idea is being promoted
vigorously by the Worker House.

In June 1990, Alireza Mahjoob,
general secretary of Worker
House, said just before attending
the 77th conference of the ILO
that the Iranian delegation there
was following two objectives in its
foreign activities: first, to propose
the formation of a union of work-
ers of Moslem countries; and
second, to build a union of Asian
workers.

This idea was repeated in Feb-
ruary last year in a meeting with
officials from Pakistan's National
Labour Federation (NLF). Found-
ed by a clergyman, this union too
has an Islamic ideology. In this
meeting Mahjoob stressed the
need for greater contacts between
the Worker House and the NLF,
as well as with the Hak-Ish union
in Turkey which also "has Islamic
tendencies and is interested in this
idea”.

In May last year a delegation
from Hak-Ish, led by-its general
secretary, visited Tehran. During
the talks and in official statements
the idea of setting up a Moslem

workers'= union was especially
voiced by the Iranian Worker
House..

On the eve of last year's annual
conference of the ILO, Alireza
Mahjoob repeated: "One of our
objectives in this trip is to negoti-
ate with worker groups of Islamic
countries with the aim of setting
up a labour union of Islamic coun-
tries". The point was picked up
again during a meeting in Tehran
between the Worker House and a
delegation from Libyan unions -
themselves organs of direct state
control set up on the basis of
Ghazafi's Green Book.

Meanwhile, the hopes of the
Worker House to implement its
reactionary idea received a real
boost with the convening in Feb-
ruary of the conference of ECO
countries (Iran, Turkey and Paki-

stan) in Tehran, which was attend-
ed by representatives of the Mos-
lem-inhabited republics of the
former Soviet Union. It has also
been reinforced by the proposal of
a plan for establishing an Islamic
common market in the region,
and, generally, by the new posi-
tion - that the Iranian state has
obtained in Central Asia following
the break up of the Soviet Union.
The success or failure of the
Worker House in accomplishing
the idea of a-separate union for
Moslem workers depends, of
course, on many factors. It de-
pends, above all, on the position
of the Iranian government and its
policies internationally and . in the
region. But what can already be
seen is that the successful pushing
of this plan will reinforce the most

reactionary anti-working. class
forces in the countries of the re-
gion.

Workers of many countries
have more or less - and workers
in Iran particularly - experienced
the destructive consequences of
divisions according to religious
distinctions. But the problem is
not limited to one of splitting
workers on the basis of religion.
Islam provides a whole arsenal of
the most reactionary and anti-
worker ideas, traditions and laws.
Even a fraction of these is enough
to force the workers, subjected to
them, into years of struggle and
efforts just to.counter them. This
we experlenced in Iran and are
still experiencing.

The struggle against the idea of
setting up a Moslem workers
union and basically any religious

interference in workers' lives,
organisations, and in labour rela-
tions and laws, is the duty of
workers everywhere, and not just
of the workers in Islamic coun-
tries. In this sense the struggle
against the Islamic Councils and
the Worker House has also an
internationalist character.

The Islamic Councils have no
basis, appeal or sympathy among
the Iranian workers. They should
not be given recognition as Iranian
workers' ‘representatives in any
international organisation or fo-
rum.

The call for their expulsion
from the JLLO and protesting to the
ILO for recognising the Islamic
Councils is, of course, important.
But even more important is to put
pressure on the Iranian govern-

ment to repeal the Islamic Repub-

lic Labour Law. This law categor-'

ically denies workers' right to
strike and organise; it denies even
such demands as a 40-hour week;
it recognises only Islamic Councils
as legal labour organisations.

Not constrained by the usual
considerations shown = towards
Islam and reactionary cultures in
the Third World, the workers of
other countries should explicitly
attack the reactionary idea of a
separate organisation for Moslem
workers. Their allies are the

Iran:

workers in Iran who for years
have shown hatred towards, and
fought against, any idea of Mos-
lem worker, Islamic union, Islam-
ic Society, Islamic Council, Islam-
ic laws, and so on.

Such a protest will no doubt aid
the efforts of the labour movement
in Iran to bury the Islamic Coun-
cils where they were born. E

[The author has extensively written
on labour issues in Iran and is on
the news service staff of Worker
Today.]

Plans for an international
Moslem workers union

WT News Service:

In a recent press conference,
Alireza Mahjoob, general secre-
tary of Worker House (the centre
for Islamic Councils - the govern-
ment-set up organisations in the
workplaces), announced that the
Worker House, along with Hak-
Ish upion in Turkey and Pakistan's
National Labour Federation

(NLF), are planning to build a
single Islamic trade union across
the ECO couitries (Iran, Turkey
and Pakistan) whose aim would be
to defend the interests of Moslem
workers.

Mahjoob said that a meeting is
due to be held in the next few
months in Tehran to ratify the
statutes of this Islamic union. He
was hopeful that the union may
later even include the Moslem-
inhabited republics of the former
Soviet Union and other Moslem
states.

According to Mahjoob, the
Hak-Ish union has Islamic sympa-
thies and respects the late Aya-
tollah Khomeini; the NLF in Paki-
stan also has Islamic tendencies
and is a believer in the Islamic
Republic.

Thus, on the initiative and by
sustained efforts of the Worker
House and useful assistance from
the Iranian. foreign ministry, an
agreement has been reached to set
up the Islamic union. "We will try
to make a rational cross between
what today in the world is known
as unjonism, [on the one hand]
and Islamic aims and contents, {on
the other], producing a model
which is unionist in form, but
Islamic in content", said Mahjoob.

Also in late February, a delega-
tion from the Worker House,
headed by Ahmad Moshirian (who
last June attended the ILO confer-
ence dressed as 'a representative
of Iranian workers'), arrived in
Kuwait to take part in the
"liberation of Kuwait celebra-
tions". There, Moshirian submit-
ted an official invitation by the
Worker House to the general sec-
retary of Kuwait's trade unions to
visit Iran for talks on the Moslem
workers' union.

With less than two months to go
before the annual conference of
the ILO, the Worker House and
Iranian government are getting
ready to come up with sufficient
material there to trumpet their
reactionary Islamic union.

Workers in Iran, whose daily
life is full of fights to counter the
anti-working class role of the
Islamic Councils, expect labour
organisations worldwide to support
them in their struggle. They ex-
pect them to call for the expulsion
of Islamic Councils from the ILO
- not least because these organisa-
tions have no legitimacy among
the Iranian workers - thus prevent-
ing the peddling of reactionary
and divisive ideas of an Islamic
union at the ILO conference. ™

In memory of Jamal

A labour activist and utility worker in Iranian Kurdistan, Jamal Cheragh-
Vaissy was brutally executed just days before May Day 90. His crime? He
was put to death for having dared to organise and speak at a May Day rally
the year before in the city of Sanandaj. Over the years labour organisations
and activists worldwide have in hundreds of letters condemned this blatant
crime by the Iranian government. Here we publish the resolution which was
passed on May Day 89, outlining the workers' basic demands.

Resolution by workers
of Sanandaj in the 1989
May Day rally

Working People, Comrades!

Greetings on May Day, the interna-
tional workers' day, -the day of the
manifestation of unity and solidarity
of workers of the. world of any
nationality, creed and sex.

We are commemorating this

historic day along with our class
comrades throughout the world. We
are celebrating May Day at a time
when workers with. the slogan of
"Workers of the world, unite!” are
declaring their demands and aims
relying on their immense and united

power. This is the day when workers
of the wold, hand in hand, renew
their pledge. It is not only the day of
remembrance of the general strike in
the US and the bloody crushing of
the militant Chicago workers, but
also a day in which we voice and
insist on our demands. We, the wor-
kers of Kurdistan, make the follow-
ing demands:

1- We demand the recognition of
May Day and its declaration as a
national holiday.

2- We demand the recognition of
workers' organisations such as coun-
cils, syndicates and unions, and of a
committee for arbitration in disputes
between workers ‘and employers,

with the presence of workers' real

‘representatives. .

3- Since women constitute half of
society, we, the workers of Kurdis-
tan, demand full equal rights for
women and men for equal work and
in all social, economic and political
fields. ;

4- We demand the prohibition of
child labour under the age of 18.

5- We demand rise in workers’
wages in line with inflation and on
the basis of the expenses of a family
of five.

6- We demand the specification of
a minimum wage on the basis of the
expenses of a family of five and in

line with inflation, to be determined

by the workers’ genuine represen-
tatives.

7- We demand the introduction of
a 40-hour working week and two
consecutive days of rest every
week.

8- We demand the prohibition of
overtime and night work in all pro-
duction and service sectors, with the
exception of the socially vital areas
where we demand double pay and
benefits.

9- We demand the prohibition of
any form of piece and contract
work.

10- We demand the prohibition of
firings and cuts in wages by ‘the
employers under different excuses.

11- We demand the implemen-
tation of unemployment insurance
for unemployed -persons ready for
.work, for both women and men
above the age of 18.

12- It is common knowledge that
the main cause of corruption, drug
addiction, prostitution, etc, is the
poverty-and unemployment in soci-
ety. We demand the creation of jobs
for women and men above the age
of 18.

13- We demand suitable housing,
health care and consumer coopera-
tives in accessible areas for working
people.

14- We demand compuisory edu-
cation for the children of working
people until the age of 18 funded by
the state. |

15- We demand that the {annual]
‘holidays for workers be raised from
the [present] 12 to 30 days in all
production and service sectors.

18- We demand the creation of
welfare facilities for women, such as
nurseries and creche, as well as
adequate maternity leave, and the
creation of public laundries in areas
of work and living of women.

17- We workers demand the im-
‘mediate lowering of the prices of
-essential public goods..

. 18- We demand the payment of
. wages and "workerstamps” on time.

19- We demand the provision of
essential goods, which would really
assist the living conditions of us
workers, instead of the "worker
stamps™.

20- We demand the pumshment of
corrupt and profiteering officials in
all state and private offices and insti-
tutions.

'21- We demand amenities for all
workers in workplaces and near
workers' homes.

- 22- We, the workers of Kurdistan,
declare our resolute support for the
legitimate struggle of Palestinian
working people against Israel and
imperialism.

23- We, the workers of Kurdistan,
declare our resolute support for the
struggle of workers of the world for
winning their legitimate demands.

Long live First of May, the interna-
tional day of unity and solidarity of
workers of the world!

Long live the solidarity and unity of
workers of the world!
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IN BRIEF

Italy

The management of Italy’s state
railways, FS, threatened to refuse
pay increases to workers who
take ’unauthorised’ industrial
action. Since July 1990 the gov-
ernment has used new powers to
limit the effectiveness of strikes,
but this is the first time that
strikers are being penalised
through pay cuts: The workforce
is due to be slashed from the
1989 level of 209,000 to 168,000
this year.

Britain

Miners at Yorkshire coal mines
voted to take selective strike
action over contracting out of
work to private companies. Ken
Capstick, -National Union of
Mineworkers’ Yorkshire vice-
chairman, said the union was
likely to call the action if British
Coal refused to meet for talks or
to compromise. Since the end of
the 1984-85 strike, the workforce
in the Yorkshire area has been
reduced from 38,000 to 13,000.

France

Striking dock workers occupied
12 French ports on 22 April,
blocking goods bound for Corsica
and North Africa. The CGT
union which called the action said
that 97% of the country’s 8,300
dockers took part in the stoppage
in protest against government’s
plans to change work practices
and cut jobs.

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge your
union branches to take up
subscriptions.

YOU CAN support us
Jinancially and ask your
unions to make donations to
Worker Today out of their
assistance funds.

YOU CAN help distribute
Worker Today in your area.
YOU CAN give us technical
assistance, e.g. computer
hardware and software to
speed up and improve our
work.

YOU CAN send books and
Jjournals to Worker Today
Book Club.

YOU CAN send us your
articles and repaorts.

YOU CAN introduce Worker
Today to colleagues and
comrades.

YOU CAN tell us your views
‘and suggestions about the

paper.

Caterpillar strike ends after 5 months

WT News Service:

STRIKERS at US Caterpillar
returned to work on April 15 after
an agreement between the United
Auto Workers union and the com-
pany.

Under the terms of the agree-
ment, the company agreed not to
hire replacement workers, which
it used during the strike, and the
union said it would send its mem-
bers back to work.

Thus the strike ended amid the
workers' disbelief and the implicit
acceptance of the company offer,
bringing to an end five months of
bitter struggle by UAW members
over wages, job security and

Iran:

health benefits.

The UAW had been holding out
for a pattern settlement - similar
to that agreed between the union
and Deere & Co, another US
heavy equipment maker, last year.
The company is now to cut the
workforce by 10 to 15 per cent.

Some labour leaders in the US
described the sudden ending of the
strike as a big blow to the auto
workers union and the labour
movement as a whole. The deal
will put the UAW in a weaker
position later when it is going to
take on giants like GM, Ford and
Chrysler. Bl

Strike for higher wages

WT News Service:

Around 300 workers of a contract
company in Bandar Imam Petro-
chemical Complex in the south
(formerly Iran-Japan) went on
strike in early March for higher
wages and a number of other
welfare demands. The strike came
only a few days after the an-
nouncement by the government of
a minimum wage rise, showing
the strong dissatisfaction still felt

ILO bulletin:

with the level of wages.
According to a report by Hasan
Salehi, Worker Today correspon-
dent in Turkey, the demands of
the strikers included a rise in the
basic pay and overtime pay, short-
er working hours, and a higher
year-end bonus. The strike ended
after the management gave pledg-
es to immediately raise wages and
the year-end bonus. The action
lasted for two days. L

No mention of strike
in Iranian labour law

WT News Service:

In a review article on the Iranian
Labour Law, ILO's Social and
Labour Bulletin (nos.3 & 4, 1991)
criticises this law on a number of
points including its Islamic and
discriminatory aspects, its denial
of the right to freely set up un-
ions, the denial of child care bene-
fits, and absence of rights for
workers of family workshops.

With regard to the issue of
labour organisations in the labour
law, the Bulletin writes that Islam-
ic Councils play the dominant role
in industrial relations in Iran. To
be eligible for elections to these
councils one must be a committed
Moslem and of Iranian nationality,
without any connections with the
former Shah's regime or groups
opposed to the Islamic Republic.
Labour unions, irrespective of
their nature, must be approved by
the labour ministry; their statutes
must also be submitted for approv-
al to the ministry. -

The article, reprinted in the
daily Kar-o-Kargar, published by
the Islamic Republic Worker
House, notes concerning the ab-
sence of strike right in the labour

law: "There is clearly no mention
of strike and shutdown of the
workplace. The worst scenario
anticipated by the labour law is
apparently 'stoppage of work in
the presence of workers in the
workplace, or the deliberate re-
duction of production by work-
ershs!

In its own introduction, Kar-o-
Kargar writes: "In this review, the

-[ILO] experts, while pointing out

the positive points in the Labour
Law, have referred to a number
of clauses as problems. This either
shows their ignorance of Islam
and the Islamic Republic, or is a
continuation of previous spiteful
attitudes." It goes on: "They [the
ILO. experts] have tried to insinu-
ate that the Labour Law of the
Islamic Republic of Iran has not
provided for rights for workers to

_form free labour organisations.

They have therefore picked on the
point about the appointment of the
representative of Valiy-e-Faghih
[the highest authority in the coun-
try] in the [labour] organisations.”
The ILO article, taken from
Kar-o-Kargar, is reprinted in the
Persian section of this issue. &

Iran auto industry
to be privatized

WT News Service:
The Ministry of Heavy Industries
announced on 4 March the pro-
cedure for the sale of shares in the
state-owned car industries.

According to the plans, 67% of
the shares are gradually going to
be made available in the Stock
Exchange. The Organisation for
Industrial Development and Reno-
vation - holder of the state indus-
tries - is to sell off 34% of the
shares as one batch to a single
buyer, or-a group of buyers, and
33% to the employees of the in-
dustries concerned.

The auto industries to be pri-
vatized include Iran Khodrow

(maker of Peugeot cars), Iran
Kaveh (producer of US Mack
trucks), Saipa (maker of Renault
cars), Pars Khodrow (maker of
GM vehicles), Khodrow Sazan
(maker of Fiat minibuses),
Zamyad (producer of Neissan and
Mazda vans, Volvo trucks and car
radiators). Also a number of large
steel plants are up for sale.

The deputy labour minister,
Ajayeby, said that the aim in
selling the shares to workers,
besides assisting them economical-
ly, was to make them feel. that
they are owners of property, and
make sure that they cut down on
waste and improve productivity .=
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