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Communist regime in Eastern
Europe that is threatening any-
body. So once communism isn't a
threat, you can't use anti-commu-
nism against workers. So from
that perspective, in some ways it
is ‘easier now to bring workers
together.

However, in the short term it is

the feeling that capitalism has

really nurtured, that there is no
alternative, that thereis no way to.
structure modern economy and
that is the structure along capital-
ist lines. I think it really depends
on what is going to happen here.
For all their rhetoric and propa- -

-ganda about capitalism -and - that ..
-+ the-market is the only way to have
freedom and material success,

people can look around them and

they dre constantly seeing what is -

-happening. They look at the Third
World where capitalism has been
- dominant throughout Latin Ameri-.

"ca and what they see is that those

countries’ standards of living are

below what they were in the 60s.

They look: at the US and what

-they see in - the -most -dominant °
" economic power in the world are:
cities that have got high ‘unem- .
ployment, they see black commu-:

- nities where more than half the

‘people are unemployed, and that:

there is no solution to any of these
problems. They see that the infra-
structure is decaying, and people
are as insecure as they have ever
been. So I think that will lead to
the recognition that capitalism in
the sense of leaving things to the
market is not a solution either. It
really raises the question of dis-
covering new alternatives.

The argument that the collapse
of the East bloc shows that social-
ism is impossible is something that
can be challenged in all kinds of
ways. One thing is that [this col-
lapse] showed that a particular
kind of socialism, Stalinist social-
ism, can't work. Socialism- has to
be democratic; if socialism isn't
democratic, it can't work. But it

certainly doesn't show that capital--

ism “has ‘the answers, nor that
Stalinist socialism has the answers.

So it leaves it open [as to] what is
the alternative.

1 think this kind of debate is
‘going to take place in the Eastern
bloc countries, because they are
very quickly and very directly
going to see what the market
means. They are going to see that

market doesn't give them security -

and doesn't improve their standard
of living. They are also going to
see that the market will not give
them democracy. Because what
will happen in a lot-of these coun-
tries is that, as they try to make
capitalism work, workers will
resist, and then they are going to
start attacking the rights of work-
ers. So what you will see is even
decrease in basic trade union and
political rights that they seem to
have right now. So I think they
are going to see quite quickly that

capitalism and freedom are not

necessarily tied together.

On balance, when I think of all
the difficulties that they are going
to go through, I think we are
going to see all kinds of resistance
there. But given the real economic
crisis there, I don't think they are
going to come up with solutions
for years, particularly in the Sovi-
et Union. The revolution in 1917
in the Soviet Union was a major
historic event that challenged
capitalism, and I think the next
major historical event is going to
have to come from the West, from
us, and may be this time we will
lead and they will follow. o

On Danish labour movement

WORKER TODAY
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Interview with Uffe Thomsen

- _
Uffe Thomsen is the Secretary of the Danish Typographical

‘Workers Union. He talked to Mina Sobhi, WT correspondent,
about the Danish labour movement, European integration,
and the situation of the socialist movement. The first part of
this interview was published in our March issue. Excerpts: -

e e == N ]

WT: Let's move on to the other

topic. It is 1992, and soon the

‘borders in the EEC will be open
and the European common mar-
ket will become a reality. How
would - this affect the Damsh
-worlung class? -

U.T: First‘of all, we feel ’that this .
- union will give laboiir unionsa big ---
_problem. Because we are afraid of ..
~the laws which: will be passed by
 the European Parliament in Brus-
- sels. In my union, we believe the .-
Jaws will prevent. us.in different -

ways from making or fighting for .

a kind of agreement we want with: - -

the employer. For instance,-pay- - -
- ment -for. sick days, -the: environ-: - sary,
mental’ questions; and- laws con--
cerning the workers. In Denmark -
-if we cannot reach an agreement

‘with the employer we can use
different means to fight him, for
example we could make a block-
ade against the employer, stopping
the flow of different production
materials to him. We are afraid
that the laws of the European
Parliament would take this right
from us. This right does not exist
in France, Germany, and certainly
not in England. Before, there
existed a veto-right in the Europe-
an Council. If one country had
said no to a piece of legislation, it
would not have passed. Now the
decision-making is based on ma-
jority vote. We are afraid that we
would lose a lot of our strength in
the unions.in Denmark.

WT: So, in this way, you believe
that the situation of the Danish

“-workers would deteriorate? -

U.T: Yes, absolutely. Maybe, the
situation would not be worse for
the working class, individually,
but would certainly be very tough

. for the unions.

Another major problem we fear
is that from January 1993 the
employers could use workers from
Portugal, for example, to do the
same job and be paid half of what
a Danish worker is paid. Now the

‘Danish- capitalists in clothing and’

shoe industry move to Portugal
and to the former East Germany.
But from next year the movement

of labour would also be free. We -

are afraid of the laws that would
allow the capitalist use workers
from another country here with the
same condition that exist there.

WT: As I understand you, it is
all right with you if any worker
from any country came to work
here, as far as they work under
the same conditions as Danish
workers?:

U.T: Yes, of course.

WT: As far as I can see this pro-
cess is inevitable. Some people
tried to stop it, but to no avail.
How do you see the future for
struggling for better conditions
in the other side of Europe, I
mean in countries where workers
are worse off like Portugal,
Greece or Spain?

U.T: When we see how few work-

ers are organised in France, Por-
tugal, or even in Germany, it
would be very difficult for them to
raise anything. My union has
started a very good contact with

‘the Portuguese. We have exchang-
- ed visits. We have started a train-

ing programme in our union's
school for Portuguese shops-

tewards. We .try to: teach -them

organisational -techniques, make
-speeches,- write sxmple articles,
‘make democratic laws in the fac--

tory, in the union, to speak in the

media, and so on. But there are..

problems, we do not share. the
same traditions, and they are very

poor.. But. we. think this. is. neces- -

tion, what we are:afraid of is that.

tuguese workers in construction,
for example.  We are afraid that
the workers start fighting them
instead of the employers.
Another major issue is the un-
employment benefit. We are
afraid that the European Parlia-
ment would force the Danish
government and parliament .to
reduce the amount of unemploy--
ment benefit to the same level as
the other countries. We get a bit
more. Already they have changed
the unemployment benefit law,

and it would come into effect;,_}.,,

from 1 January.
WT: What has beench}g;ﬁed?
U.T: The law says that the state

. must offer a job to any uneﬂ:plby-‘
ed after two and half - Jears of
unemployment for the ‘duration of .

7-9 months. But before, the pay,
was the same as the ordinary em-

ployee, now the unemployed has-

to do the same job for the unem-
ployment benefit. We can see a
very frightening picture. We -are
afraid that the employers would
fire their employees and employ
from the 300,000 unemployed and

‘'save a lot of money.

WT: And actually make the
working conditions worse, be-
cause the workers for the fear of
losing their Jobs would accept

anything.

U.T: Yes. This way the working
conditions will deteriorate.

WT; This discussion brings me
to a question I was going to ask
you about the changes that the
Danish government is proposing
to make in the unemployment
benefit act. What I'd like to ask
you now is what would be the
reaction of LO, the labour un-
ions, or labour leaders like your-
self. Are there any plans to orga-
nise a worker opposition to these

changes, which threaten a basic -

right of the workers?

U.T: The Social Democrats have
voted for this. The LO follows the
Social Democrats. When they vote
for something, the LO will do
nothing. Some of the small un-
ions, like our union, have protest-
ed against it. But large unions,
they sit in LO leadership together

with Social Democratic leader,
and they have accepted it. When
you accept such proposals- from
the Conservative government,.
then you are in bad trouble. The
Danish working class is in bad
trouble. There have been only 10
general meetings organised in
unions to discuss this issue. :

WT: Have you together with
other labour leaders who agree
with you started a campaxgn
against this law?. L

U.T: Yes, we have. We started a -
campaign in November when it -

became clear. We printed leaflets

and we distributed them in the LO .

offices and the congress. We'did
not receive much support. People

do not care. Andthepressdnd not

take note of it.

-WT: 1 have heard that there is -
~ also a propesal to make the un-: -
~employed work from the begin- - -
i ni‘foﬂheunanploymmbene--
: ﬁt.lsﬂmthecm" :

~U.Ts Yes, there has’ been such -
- proposal -from - Sven “Auken, the

edimreos i A S, chmrmmoftheSoexalDemocrats
- Returning to the previous-ques- -

countries, ¢

‘He says we must think in another:
‘mean that in a few years workers

es equal to the unemployment
benefit.

WT: Yes, exactly. This process
will bring the wages down.

U.T: For everybody. You see, if
we had .a good labour party here,
that would use the power they
have. I think Social Democracy
has.about 34% of the votes, the
Socialist Péople's Party has about
8-9%; together it is about 42%. If
they. worked for workers' de-

‘mands, it could make a lot of
- good. But they use their power to
. isolate and put down the left wing

and-the workers.

WT: But they are not really
workers' party...

U.T: No, not to my opinion. The
Socialist People's Party wants to
be a workers' party, but they say
we do not want to be uninfluen-
tial, we do not want to be a pro-
test party, so they stand with the
Social Democrats. So, where
should the Danish workers go? -

' WT: Let's return to the Europe-

an  common market. - You
remember in the last meeting of
- the European political leaders in
Masstricht- a heated discussion.
was raised on the so-called Social
Charter. T'd like to ask you
‘about the contents of this char-
ter? Have you seen it? j

U.T: No, I only know it from the
‘newspapers. The details have not’
been published, ‘only the head- -
lines. The Danish government has
“stated that it*has been agreed not
o’ publish ‘the .details ‘as- long as.

- ‘Britain -objects to . it.- For many

5, + Spain, Portugal,
Greece, maybe Italy, 1 am: not.

“-sure, -it could mean better social - -

“standard. If these countries accept: -

" this charter and vote for it, which -
: .- way. But the way he thinks would
.Danish workers start fighting Por- - ‘

- teans they have the money to pay

o , - for the expenses, ‘then I-am very
in Denmark would work for wag-

afraid that it means-lower social
standards in Denmark. Social
standards in Denmark are much
higher in comparison with Greece,
for example. If they say yes to it
then it means the social standards
are not very high. And, I am sure:
when the charter becomes accept-
able to Britain, we would get a
shock here, in Denmark. I think
this, then, would be a way to
arouse ‘the Danish people.
Because, already the social condi-
tions in Denmark have deteriorat-
ed, and in opposition to that a new,
movement has recently started by
the pensioners and the old people
in Denmark, which has the back-
ing of the press. It is called the "C
. Team". =
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WORKER TODAY

On Canadian workers' struggle
Interview with Sam Gindin |

Sam Gindin .is assistant to the president of the Canadian Auto Workers.
Mohsen Ebrahimi, Worker Today co-worker in Canada, carried out a long
interview with Sam Gindin about the situation of the Canadian movement and
the consequences of the East European development on workers' struggle in
Canada, excerpts of which we publish here.

Worker Today: Could you talk
about the North American
labour movement: its overall
situation and the various social
and political tendencies function-
ing in it. Also how do you view
the attempts to set up rank and
file organisations within the
official trade unions?

Sam Gindin: Looking at the
labour movement in the United
States first, part of the problem is
the whole legacy of the left being
destroyed. There aren't people
with organisational skills, or
committed socialists spread all
over the place. So to try to form
an alternative organisation, with
the relatively small cadre of
people, is very difficult.

You have workers who might
be opposed to the existing leader-
ship, and might see it as bureau-
cratic, but it is difficult for them
to organise in a way that they can
defeat it. This is a real problem
which is different than the '30s. In
the '30s you really had a strong
left, in terms of the Communist
Party organising. But when
workers were organising in the
30s there wasn't another union
organisation in place. So if you
wanted to organise, there was only
one place to go: you joined the
union, and it was led by people
who were committed to building
something.

‘Today there is an organisation
in place which is relatively strong,
and in some ways it can deliver
certain things. To start ~with
nothing to challenge that, is a very
difficult thing. I guess what-I am
emphasizing is that it shouldn't be
underestimated how difficult the
question of building any kind of
rank and file unionism is in the
United States.

In some cases you will have a
reaction against the leadership and
a rebellion, but right now the
conflict is more likely to be
between different tendencies and
different unions. It isn't always
just the rank and file versus the
leadership. [Some of the struggles]
will depend on how the rank and
file movements are organised. But
I'm not sure that I see the emer-

gence of a strong rank and file-

movement, and a lot depends on
building activists than just the
rank and file. What doesn't exist
in Canada and the US is that
whole cadre of activists in every
union who are committed social-
ists, who are committed to build-
ing something.

The Canadian labour movement
is not that entrenched, which is a
characteristic, I think, of the la-
bour movements around the world
today. The weakness of the left is
also reflected in the weakness of
the trade union movement. I guess
that's why I am less optimistic of
the spontaneity of a rank and file
upsurge. In fact in some cases a
rank and file upsurge may also be
anti-union. It is not clear that it
will be channelled into a stronger,
a’'more democratic union. Part of
the reason for that is the absence
of a strong left that can play that
kind of a role, the way it has

played that role historically.

WT: What do you mean by the
absence of a strong left, in un-
ions, in the labour movement?-

S.G: I mean, in the absence of,
for example, a strong party. If
you look at the development of
the labour movement, in some
countries political parties - were
formed first; in some of the Euro-
pean countries you had political
organisations that were formed,
that were very strong, and out of
this, one arm of the political
movement was the union - in
Germany for example. In- North
America, in the 30s there was a
particular vacuum in terms of
organisations that people who
were in opposition could join. In
the US there was no social demo-
cratic party, and there were no
unions. The Communist Party
could play a certain role, because
the Communist Party had activists
who were cadre people, who were
in a lot of different locals; they
could develop people when there
was a question of tactics. Also,
because of the vacuum, it meant
that there were people who con-
sidered themselves socialists,
thought of themselves as building
something for the long term, and
who had networks and links.

That doesn't exist now. There is
very little of any kind of a social-
ist culture any more, and the
political organisations that exist,
like the social democratic party,
see themselves as an electoral
machine. The New Democratic
Party [in Canada], for example,
never organises on the basis of
"Let's build a political cell in each
factory, and out of that try- to
affect the class struggle and build
something on it. Or "Let's edu-
cate." The NDP doesn't see that
role. So unions end up focussing
on collective bargaining.

1 think one of the things that
our union has done that is posi-
tive, is to put a lot of money and
resources into education; to try to
develop a cadre, one that is confi-
dent and has a more left ideology,
a more sense of the independence
of the labour movement. These
became people who would go
back to locals and would be ac-
tive, more comfortable and confi-
dent about articulating the issues.

We have a Canadian Council of
elected delegates from across the
country that meets quarterly. At
that council people can challenge
the leadership and discuss the
issues. So it becomes an educa-
tional forum, a discussion forum,
a place to discuss tactics. I think
we have been able to build some-
thing much more solid than other
unions. There are bureaucratic
tendencies in our union as well,
but I think there has been that
ability to build things, the union
has not been as paranoid about the
left, so people on the left have
been able to function in the union.
But in a lot of the unions that
hasn't happened. :

Spontaneity isn't good enough
in itself; a certain amount will
happen from it. You see periods
in which the Canadian labour

movement, for example, acted
very militant, pushed by the rank
and file, and you would have a lot
of strikes. But then after a while
may be the strike wave would be
over, high unemployment would
weaken it. So it is necessary that
something is made out of it. The

‘key is that when there is militancy

and people are active,: you build
something, so it doesn't get
crushed next time. And that's the
difficult challenge: How do you
keep building something, with its
own ideology, with its own struc-
tures? Because, otherwise, you
have a period of militancy and
may be workers will just get a
little bit more wages, then unem-
ployment is higher, the workers
are on the defensive and get less,
but nothing is built in terms of an
alternative or a different way of
thinking.

I think the key to understanding
the Canadian labour movement is
that, relative to the US, it seems
healthy. But the Canadian labour
movement is still a relatively weak
labour movement - both in terms
of how much it has organised but
also in terms of its capacity to
take on strikes.

WT: The Canadian workers are
more unionized than the US
workers. In itself this is a point
of ‘strength. But, on the whole,
how do you assess the weakness-
es and strengths of unionism in
Canada?

S.G: Well, one thing I always
remember when we are making
comparisons to the American
labour movement is that we are
comparing ourselves to one of the
weakest labour movements in the
developed countries. The fact that
we are better organised than them
doesn't still say very much.

I think we have a number of
weaknesses. One is that we still
only have 37% of the workforce
organised; we are not organised in
the service sector and in a lot of
the sectors that are growing fast -
in banking and in insurance, for
example. So we don't represent all
workers. That's the basic prob-
lem. Another problem that I raised
earlier is that the movement is still
weak in its own sense of ideologi-
cal independence, which I think
we share with much of the labour
movement in the developed capi-
talist countries.

A lot of the weaknesses are
external to the trade union move-
ment. In other.words a lot of this
arises because we are integrated
into the North American economy
which has very weak social insti-
tutions - for example social prog-
rammes - and a very weak labour
movement. So the only way we
can become stronger is to have
ways of limiting what capital can
do. And to do that we have to be
strong politically, not just in the
workplace, although the work-
place is always fundamental.

WT: What do you mean by ideo-
logical independence?
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S.G: A lot of the debates that are
occurring in Canada today, in the
social democratic parties, in most
of the unions, etc, are in terms of
finding ways to cooperate with
business: the existing structures
are basically accepted, we can't
do anything about Free Trade, or
about globalization, our only hope
is to convince business that we
should be a partner, and if we are
a partner, may be there will be
more stability for them and then
we will all be better off. Now to
counter that would be an argument
that, that is very naive, and busi-
ness has a very particular agenda.
Of course we have to talk to busi-
ness, but you can only talk or
relate to them when you are really
strong independently.

So, for example, if you say we
believe that workers have to be
competitive and we want to pro-
tect workers, you are in a weak
ideological ground, because you
are accepting the basic premise of
competitiveness which will buy us
the outcome in management's
terms. If, on the other hand, you
say we reject the idea of competi-
tiveness as the ultimate goal, but
what we want to do is to develop
our own productive capacities and
that of our communities, and that
we want a strong manufacturing
base because it gives us flexibility
in terms of what we can produce,
and how we satisfy our needs, you
are starting from a different and
independent premise. You can
start building a different ideology
on that; for example the develop-
ment of our productive capacities,
but a democratic development of
productive capacities.

Let me make it more concrete.
Suppose you are talking about
training. To a lot of the labour
movement, training has been a
motherhood issue. In other words,
everybody is for training. Business
and labour can join on training.
What we have argued is No, train-
ing is also a class issue: there is
training that satisfies the needs of
business, so the workers will
know how to follow orders, so
that they will be educated so that
their loyalty is with the company.
There is training that says we
need to train a small elite because
that's what we need for produc-
tion. And there is an independent
view of training which says that
training should be a universal
right; our workers should be able
to operate their skills so that they
can understand production, so that
they can start having some control
over technology. We have a long-
term vision of eventually controi-
ling production. In other words
what is it that the workers need,
not what the corporation needs?
That is also related to democracy
because it is related to control. So
that's what I mean by indepen-
dence.

This is also related to your
earlier question about the tenden-
cies. It is a difficult question to
answer, and in the past the answer
would have been to define the
tendencies in terms of political
tendencies. For example one
might say there was a social dem-
ocratic tendency, or a lawful ten-
dency which was left-nationalist, a
syndicalist tendency, and so on.

I don't think that that descrip-
tion is the central question today.
I think the central question in
terms of tendency today is how
people are answering such ques-
tions as competitiveness, conces-
sions, and pressure on workers.
So, for example, on competitive-
ness, there is the right wing view,
which is the conservative business

agenda. Another tendency in the
labour movement is to say, yes we
have to become realistic and be-
come competitive, but we have to
do it in a way that focuses on
high-tech, high value-added pro-
duction, so we can have high
wages and competitiveness. What
I have been arguing is for the
development of another tendency
which says that that's a trap. Le.
to talk about a progressive com-
petitiveness is just a trap.

WT: In an article on reducing
working time, you argue that
now is the best time to raise the
demand for reduced worktime.
Why do you feel this way?

S.G: There are various reasons
why it should be placed on the
agenda, particularly in a tactical
sense. One issue is as a way of
sharing the work load evenly,
because we have a lot of people
who are unemployed, and then we
have a lot of people who are
working overtime; it makes more
sense to distribute it evenly. But I
think that tactically, toe, it is
important for a number of rea-
sons:

One is that there is a base to
linking it to the environmental
movement. In Canada, for exam-
ple, the economy would have to
grow very very fast - much faster
than I think it could grow - in
order to absorb all the people who
are unemployed today. So reduced
worktime is a way of creating
jobs, but accepting the fact that
there might be a limit to how fast
you can grow.

The other point is that reduced
worktime is a vehicle for develop-
ing a lot of solidarity, particularly
with workers who are unorganis-
ed, who are unemployed, and with
young people. It is also a demand
which you could push across sec-
tors; workers could demand in
every sector, and it has the poten-
tial to mobilize workers across
sectors. It is an important issue to
women. It would be a way of
sharing some of the housework if
men aren't just doing a lot of
overtime and thé women doing
part-time; the balance would be
better. It would deal with the
question of women in the labour
force.

Reducing worktime is also a
way of leaving more time for
other kind of activities: political
activity, time for training, etc.
There is also an important interna-
tional dimension, of course. The
German workers made it into an
issue, and if nobody else res-
ponds, they would be isolated and
it won't advance. So for all those
reasons I think reduced worktime
is one thing that addresses all
those issues.

WT: Now I'd like to turn e a
different question, namely, the
developments in the Soviet Un-
ion. The Western states are very
determined to associate the col-
lapse of the Eastern bloc with
the collapse of socialism. They
also say it is a victory of free-
market ideology. What is your
view on this? What is the effect
of the collapse of the Eastera
bloc on workers' struggle in both
East and West?

S.G: I'll start with the second part
and then try to cover both. At one
level the collapse of the Eastern
bloc means that anti-communist
propaganda and rhetoric to divide
the labour movement is no longer
effective; there is not a strong

—i
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End of a

by Reza Mogaddam

THE OIL WORKERS struck this

January, just as they had done last

year, for wage increases and a

number of welfare demands. The
strike began at the Isfahan refin-
ery and then spread to the refiner-
ies in Tehran and Shiraz. In
Isfahan the workers stayed out for

© 17 days, and in Tehran and Shiraz

for 15, working only in the morn-
ing hours.

The government, careful not to
encourage other sectors to follow
the oil workers' example, tried not
to give in directly to the oil work-
ers' demand. But it was unable to
brush aside the wage issue which
is the pressing demand of the
whole working class in Iran. The
strike forced the Iranian govern-
ment to indirectly and through its
Supreme Council of Labour con-
cede a wage rise: the minimum
wage level was raised across the
board by 36%, from $1.2 to $1.6
per day (at the market exchange
rate). Petty though this rise is, set
against the high inflation rate and
the daily price rises, the Iranian
workers know well that even this
increase is the result of the- oil
workers’ strike. They therefore
regard it as a victory for all work-
ers.

il strike in Iran:

chapter

Throughout the strike, the Is-
lamic Councils (set up by the
government in some of the work-
places) and the government itself,
each followed its particular strate-
gy: the Worker House (the central
body for the Islamic Councils and
Islamic Societies), tried to use the
event to set up Islamic Councils in
the oil industry (for the first time),
and the government called on
workers to apply for clerical posi-
tions so as to get a wage rise.

The Worker House, which
believes that workers can more
effectively be controlled through
Islamic Councils, has for some
time now put pressure on the oil
ministry to get permission to set
up these organisations in the oil
industry. In this it was joined by a
number of Islamic Assembly
members who called on the oil
minister to explain why Islamic
Councils had not been set up in
the oil industry. The minister's
reply, in the form of a letter to
the Assembly, was that the Presi-
dent himself was aware of this fact
and on his advice, in view of the
sensitivity of having political orga-
nisations in the oil industry, this
issue would be considered in due
course and the appropriate mea-

WORKER TODAY

sures, with a view to the interest
of the system, would be taken.

The daily Kar-o-Kargar, pub-
lished by the Worker House,
wrote about a meeting of oil
workers in November last year in
which the closing statement in-
cluded a call for the setting up of
Islamic Councils.

The oil ministry tried to turn
the oil workers into clerks. This is
part of the government's strategy
of legally segregating workers in
the vital sectors, like oil, from
those in other industries. The aim
is to deprive the working class
from those workers who, thanks to
their hold on the country's eco-
nomic levers, enjoy a powerful
position in the struggle to win the
demands of the whole working
class. The plan, which was intro-
duced last year in the railways,
was put forward in the oil work-
ers' strike in a very provocative
and divisive way.

To counter the strike, the oil
ministry raised the salaries and
bonuses of the clerical employees
having educational qualifications
at or beyond the highschool level
by 120,000 rial, and those with
university degrees or higher by
170,000 rials. At the same time
the blue-collar workers were told
that if they wanted a pay rise they
should apply for clerical positions.
The plan applies only to those
who have worked less than 20
years. Those with longer work
record, get a 10 years' "relief”
and retire!

Yadollah Khosroshahi, a long-
time and well-known leader
among the oil industry workers,
who secretly left Iran a few years
ago, says that "Since the oil minis-
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try needs the expertise and work
of these [the retired] workers, it
has announced that while retaining
their rights to pension and bonus-
es, these workers may work in
Sazeh contract company, which
has been built and is run by the
engineers of the oil industry. But
everyone knows that workers ‘in
the contract companies are among
the worst off workers in Iran."

reporters, including Reuter, that
this was not a political strike and
should not be compared with the
oil workers' strikes at the end of
the Shah's rule in 1979. He said
that the strike was only over wag-
es and involved only a limited
number of workers; some 40 to 50
workers refused to take lunch, so
you may call it a sort of hunger
strike.

Another

important point
about this strike
was the resolu-
tion passed at
the end of the
workers' meet-

ing held in
Tehran. The
workers said

that during the
Iran-Iraq war

they had ab-
stained from
raising their

demands and’
had not gone
on strike, but
now. they
wanted im-

MAHMO

Two things stand out with re-
gard to this strike: In the last ten
years it was the first time that the
news of a labour strike broke
through the state censorship, was
reported by a number of news
agencies, and published by several
high-circulation  newspapers
around the world, including The
New York Times. The govern-
ment could only confirm the news
of the strike, while trying to make
it appear as a limited action. For
example, the oil ministry's public
relations’ chief assured foreign

provements in
their conditions.

The resolution, adopted by
workers who hold the life-line of
the Iranian economy in their
hands, in a symbolic way an-
nounced the end of a period when
the working class was restrained
by the political and ideological
campaign of the war years, mark-
ing the start of a new round of
workers' militant struggle.®

From International, organ of the
Worker-communist Party of Iran,
no.1, Feb.92.

Councils in Iraqi Kurdistan
Interview with H.Aso, Iraqi labour activist

H. Aso (pseudonym) is a labour activist and among the
organisers of the workers’ council movement in Iraqi
Kurdistan. Akbar Keramati, Worker Today co-worker,
talked to H. Aso about the current situation of the
labour movement in Iraqi Kurdistan. Excerpts:

Worker Today: How did the
council movement (CM) arise in
Kurdistan?

H.Aso: In Kurdistan, just like any
other part of the world, there
exists a working class opposed to
the present capitalist world. The
CM was the mode in which this
class asserted itself, the form in

. which it entered the arena of
. political conflicts, in the develop-

ments of the spring of 91. Work-
ers succeeded -in mustering their
own united rank, in work places
as well as neighbourhoods, to the
degree they had gained class .
consciousness. The forerunners
were the communist workers and
the working-class socialist tenden-
cy. After the defeat of the Iraqi
regime by the US and its allies,
everywhere in towns the political
assemblies were dominated by the
councils.

The industrial centres were the
most fundamental supporting
points for the councils. The
workers' movement declared its
opposition to the -economic and
administrative system of capital-
ism through its demands: dismissal

~ of managers, the return to work of
sacked workers, 35-hour work
- week, housing benefits, unemploy-
' ment insurance, and a working-
. class labour law.

In neighbourhoods masses of
urban poor, who joined the

struggle to exact their suppressed
rights, took side with the workers.
The neighbourhood councils were

actually the councils of workers
and the poor.

The weakness of this movement
and its activists was that they
lacked any . critique of the US
bourgeoisie and its allies who had
initiated a brutal war in pursuit of
their own interests. It did not
appear on anybody's agenda to
burn the pictures of "uncle Bush”
in order to show to the world that
the workers in Kurdistan stand for
something different and do not
advocate his murderous acts.
From this standpoint the CM
lacked a socialist policy, a policy
to enable it to stand as a contin-
gent of a world class against the
rank of the world bourgeoisie.

WT: What was the attitude of

' the nationalist front, i.e. the

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and
the Kurdish Democratic Party,
towards the councils?

HL.A: Like anywhere else in the
world, workers and the CM found
themselves under attack by the
bourgeoisie. The front of the
nationalists carried out this attack
on its behalf in Kurdistan. At first
they stated in their radio that the
councils must be shut down, and
urged people not to participate in
them. And then posted their troops
in front of the factories, would not
let in the sacked workers and
councils activists, and raided the
councils premises.

The New World Order and the
opposition to Saddam's. dictator-
ship was the bourgeoisie's effec-
tive alternative; a banner under
which the Kurdish nationalist
movement - a social movement -
mobilised its ranks and waited for
[the international bourgeoisie] to
respond to its situation. During
the US war against Iraq, and later
on during the civil war, Kurdish
nationalism had only one message:
"to try to weaken the Iraqi
regime". Its propaganda against
every independent move on the
part of the working people was
that it would split the ranks of the
Kurdish nation in the face of the
regime. Such propaganda proved
effective. The fear of the savage
Ba'ath regime and the domination
of nationalist ideas over working
people’s minds weakened the CM.
The absence of a socialist perspec-
tive, a socialist alternative, caused
the CM to be pushed onto the
fringes.

Amongst the forces of the
Front, the Patriotic Union of Kur-
distan was the most conscious
enemy. of the workers and the
councils.

The CM had limited power and
influence. It was strongest in the
towns of Solaymaniech and
Havalir. In Solaymanieh the Front
negotiated with the councils, but
only in order to threaten them.
During these negotiations, which
lasted for several hours, armed
workers, standing outside the
meeting place, sang working-class
communist songs, and commemo-
rated the anniversary of the Paris
Commune on the 18th of March.

The. CM held a mass rally to
demonstrate its power and its
determination to defend the coun-
cils.

‘WT: What became of the coun-

cils?

H.A: The neighbourhood councils
continued to work among the
workers. Political agitation, aiding
the refugees from Kirkuk and
other places, arming the council
forces, organising the activity to
spread the influence of the move-
ment throughout the region, and
many more such social activities
were being done when the assault
of the Iraqi army rendered the
people homeless refugees.

The efforts of the council activ-
ists to organise enough force to
put up a resistance war remained
unsuccessful, although several of
them lost their lives in confronta-
tions with the army.

In the end the workers' move-
ment retreated in the face of the
nationalist movement. However,
the illusions that nationalism creat-
ed in the minds of the workers
with regard to their future are
waning under the pressure of
every day realities. The CM will
prove an influential tradition. This
experience will help the develop-
ment of the working-class revolu-
tion.

WT: What is the situation of the
workers in Iraq, and more spe-
cifically in Kurdistan?

H.A: It would be no exaggeration
to say that the workers' economic.
situatiori deteriorates with an in-
conceivable speed. Inflation, fac-
tory closures, massive redundan-
cies, extensive unemployment,
militarisation of the industrial
workplaces, and so forth, have all
contributed to put the workers in
a very awkward position with
regard both to their conditions of
life and struggle.

In order to get a notion of the
situation of workers in Kurdistan
you should add to what I just said
the plunderings of the forces of

the nationalist front (even reflect-
ed in the international press), the
sinister consequences of the eco-
nomic sanctions (which are twice
as hard on the Kurdish workers),
and the inhuman conditions of life
of hundreds of thousands of refu-
gees. It's life and war mixed up.

No worker in Iraq can today
provide for his family even a bare
subsistence merely through the
sale of his labour-power. They
therefore have to sell today the
things they bought yesterday.

The rift between the Arab and
Kurdish worker has deepened.
The situation of the workers, both
in Kurdistan and in other parts of
Iraq, is too unfavourable for them
to unite their ranks and actively
challenge the present state .of
affairs.

WT: Around what demands are
the present struggles of the Iragi
workers carried on? What are
the policies of the Front as re-
gards workers?

H.A: The existing political and
economic situation in Iraq has
overshadowed the workers' strug-
gles. The chaotic circumstances I
just referred to have, temporarily,
forced a setback on the workers,
although we can see some weak
fights here and there over such
demands as higher wages, essen-
tial food stuff, burning oil, and so
forth.

The Kurdistan Front's policy
against workers and the CM is to
build National Societies. These are
yellow organisations engineered
by the Front, supported by the
police, and administered by the
nationalist political parties. The
front of the Kurdish nationalists
intends to block, through insult
and intimidation, the protest of
advanced and communist work-
ers. M
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IN BRIEF

Germany :

The possibility of a public
sector strike in Germany grew
stronger after the breakdown of
talks between the unions and
government. According to the
Financial Times, the public
sector unions are demanding a
pay increase of 9.5 per cent
and extra holiday pay, against
the government's offer of 3.5
per cent.

Soviet Union

According to a recent ILO
survey, unemployment in the
former Soviet Union this year
may reach the .level of the
1930s° US depression. More
than 15m  workers .will lose
their jobs this year in the for-
mer Soviet states, 12 per cent
-of the ‘work force. Another
30m risk losing their jobs in
the state sector.

Britain -

11 workers ‘died after a heli-
copter, ferrying workers to the
oil platforms, crashed in the
North Sea. Offshore oil work-
ers_met. representatives from
Shell to discuss the crash.
"Some very serious questions
have to be ‘asked about search
and rescue cover offshore,"”
said Ronnie MacDonald, chair-
man of the union: Offshore
Industry: ‘Liaison Committee
(Financial Times 17 March).

fran -

1,500 oil workers in the town
‘of Ramhormoz struck in March
and - held a rally, calling for
higher wages. According to
Iranian Refugee Workers' As-
sociation, 6,000 people joined
the rally which was attacked by
the police, resulting in 57 ar-
rests’and many injuries. .

Labour organisations call for
release of jailed workers in Iran

WT News Service:

A large number of labour organi-
sations in Canada, representing
hundreds of thousands of workers,
in letters and resolutions de-
nounced the arrest by the Islamic
Republic of two Iranian workers
Saeed Saedi and Zahed Manou-
chehri.

The protests came following
efforts by the Iranian-Canadian
Labour Solidarity Committee and
Internationalist Iranian Workers in
Canada to draw the solidarity of
labour organisations with workers'
struggle in Iran. Also in the USA
the executive board of the Service
Employees International Union
(SEIU), Local 660, and the Amer-
ican Federation of State, County,
and = Municipal Employees
(AFSCME), Local 1108, con-
demned. the -government in- Iran
for its violation of workers' basic
rights and called for the organisa-

tion and strike right for Iranian
workers. o !

- In Canada, Robert White, presi-
dent of the Canadian Auto Work-
ers (CAW), Pierre A. Paquette,
general secretary of the Confeder-
ation of National Unions (CSN),
Jim Crockett, president of United
Food & Commercial Workers
International Union (UFCW),
Locals 175/633, Bruce Allen,
CAW shopsteward, Local 199,
Jim MacKinnon, business manager
of the Labourers' International
Union of North America, Local
1059, and Dave Fairfull, CAW
president, Local 1917, in letters to
the Iranian embassy condemned
the anti-worker policies of the
Iranian government and the arrest
of Zahed Manouchehri and Saeed
Saedi.

The following is the text of the
letter by CAW president Robert
White:

Solidarity with jailed
Canadian workers

Mohammed Houssein Lavassani

Ambassador, Iranian Embassy
Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Mr. Lavassani:

February 21, 1992

On behalf of the Canadian Auto Workers, representing
170,000 members in Canada, | wish to express our concern
regarding the treatment of Iranian workers and trade unionists
by your government in recent months.

In particular, we have received reports of the detention of
Saeed [Saedi] and Zahed Manouchehri. We further under-
stand that these two detainees are being held incommunicado
and that there has been no third party independent examina-
tion of their physical well-being allowed by the Ilranian authorities.

Such violations of human and trade union rights will not be
tolerated by the international community. We urge your
government to release these two workers form captivity
/mmed/ate/y

S/ncerely,
Robert White
President

German workers
occupy shipyards

WT News Service:

Since late February thousands of losses.

Letter by WT editor, Reza Mogaddam, to CUPW

WT News Service:

On 17 February, a Toronto court
jailed André Kolompar, president
of Toronto Local of the Canadian
Union of Postal Workers

(CUPW), Jim' Lawrence, Vice.

President, and Ron Pollard,
CUPW member, for defying an

André Kolompar was sentenced
to 70 days, and the other two
unionists to 10 days each.

The following letter was sent by
Reza Mogqaddam, Worker Today
editor, in solidarity with the jailed

labour activists and in protest’

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge your
union branches to take up
subscriptions.

YOU CAN support us
Sfinancially and ask your
unions to make donations to
Worker Today out of their
assistance funds.

YOU CAN help distribute
Worker Today in your area.
YOU CAN give us technical
assistance, e.g. computer
hardware and software to
speed up and improve our
work. = -

YOU CAN send books and
journals to Worker Today
Book Club.

YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports.

YOU CAN introduce Worker
Today to colleagues and
comrades.

YOU CAN tell us your views
and suggestions about the

paper.

against’ this blatant  attack on

injunction agamst picketing during
workers' rights:

last - summer's postal strike.

To:

- J.K. Parrot, the president of the Canadian Union of Postal
Workers (CUPW), -

- The National Executive Committee of CUPW,

- The President and the Executive Committee of Toronto Local
of CUPW

Dear Comrades,

It is with utmost indignation that we receive the news of jail
sentences passed on three CUPW members, André Kolompar,
Jim Lawrence, and Ron Pollard, for picketing during last
summer's CUPW strike.

We share the contémpt that André Kolompar and other
comrades have shown for the law which denies workers the
right to defend themselves by collective action.

- This incident highlights once more that there are two sets
of laws; one for the business and employers, one for the
workers, and both . written by capitalists and their
governments. The real criminals are those who attack
workers' jobs and their right to strike and picket, who jail
workers' leaders and union members, very "legally” and
"peacefully”. We spit on this travesty of justice.

Worker Today has taken part in your struggle, in its small
way, by publishing the news and information about this strike,
including an interview with André Kolompar in its last
September issue.-We feel certain that we will be publishing
more about your struggle and victories in the near future.

In solidarity,

Reza Moqgaddam
Editor

Worker Today
26/3/92

-east Germany's shipyard workers

have occupied the region's largest
shipyards in protest against the
plans to privatise the industry,
leading to thousands of job losses.

According to Metall, paper of
the ' steel workers .union, IG
Metall, 3,000 workers chained the
gates of the MTW shipyard in
Wismar on 26 February. The next
day the workers occupled the
DMR diesel engine plant in Ros-
tock. Many similar actions have
taken place in the various cities in
protest against the threatened job

Iran: -
Struggle for

WT News Service:

Workers of Arak Agricultural
Machines staged a 3-day hunger
strike on 12 February in protest
against the poor wages.

The official daily Kar-o-Kargar,

published by Worker House (cen-
tral organisation of Islamic Coun-
cils and Societies), reported the
strike as being due to "certain
discriminations in the payment of
.. bonus".

Recently, in an effort to contain
the widespread protests over the
low level of wages, the Iranian
labour minister, Kamaly, had or-
dered the payment of a special

According to the Financial
Times (18 March) earlier, ship-
building workers demonstrated
against the sale of the” industry
outside the headquarters of the
Treuhand (the government agency
selling off the east German state
industry). "A whole region is
‘being unscrupulously - wrecked",.
'said Eckhard Rescke, a member
of the Work Council at DMR.

The steel unions have demanded
the merging of the shipyards into
one company, instead of priva-
tising them by splitting them. ™

hlgher wages

bonus on the anniversary of the
Islamic government's coming to
power. W

A sit-in on 29 February by the
~employees of Kayhan, Iran's larg-
est daily, caused a 5-hour delay in
the publication of the paper, ac-
cording to the daily Salam, pub-
lished in Tehran.

The sit<in, in support of de-
mands for higher wages and the
replacement of some of the man-
agers, came only two weeks after
a 36% rise in the minimum wage
in mid-march, reflecting workers'
strong dissatisfaction with the
pettiness of the wage rise. L]

@ Qil strike in Iran: End of a chapter p.75
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