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WORKER TODAY

Prospects for change in US unions
-after the Teamster election victory

Jerry Tucker is a long-time labour activist and the
national co-ordinator.of New Directions - a rank and file
movement for reform and democracy within the United

Auto ‘Workers (UAW) in the US. Ali: Javadi, Worker

Today co-worker in the US, talked to Jerry Tucker
about the impact of the victory of Ron Carey (the
-,candld__ate of - the .opposmon ‘movement within the
- Teamsters Union) on the labour movement in the US,
particularly on the struggle for reform within the UAW.
Also discussed was the General Motor's plan of mass

layoffs in the auto industry. Excerpts:

-own empowerment through one-

Worker Today: A couple  of
weeks. ago the rank and: file
members- of one-of the largest

unions in the United States, the -

Teamsters -Union, elected an
opposition leader, Ron Carey.
What does this change mean for
‘the - Teamsters, “the labour
movement at large, and specifi-
cally for the New Directions
Movement in the UAW? What is
your view on these changes
totally?

Jerry Tucker: Ron Carey's
election sets a whole new standard
for rank and file involvement in
their union. Ron of course was a
courageous fellow to step out there
and run for office and he conduct-
ed a very good campaign, but he
couldn't have won without the
support of an organised rank and
file opposition group known as
Teamsters for -a Democratic
Union. The reality of his victory is
that the rank and file which had
gotten really fed up with the type
of top leadership they had in their
union was given the opportunity
through years of hard work by
TDU and then, of course, by the
opportunity to vote, to change the
union. Ron's campaign was a good
campaign and it is inspiring to all
the rest of us. I think it is-clearly
the most important thing to happen
in the US labour in may be 20 or
30 years.

WT: What about its impact on
the New Directions and the
UAW?

J.T: I don't think there is any
doubt that it has a significant im-
pact on the way members of the
New Directions movement feel
and also on the rank and file of
our union. They have been watch-
ing this, and we are hearing a lot
more that *if Carey can do it you
can do it too', we can win some
more seats, and so on.

We are certainly going to be
moving the issue of full voting
rights. Of course that was on our
agenda all along, and we will be
conducting a campaign for dele-
gates this spring, preceding our
convention in the UAW, to get
delegates who will be absolutely
committed to change the constitu-
tion of the UAW, so that we can
have one-member one-vote as the
Teamsters did.

WT: You have announced that
you are running for the presi-
dency of the UAW, and you
have started a campaign on that
account. What made you decide
to run for the office and what
_are your major campaign agen-
- da?

- J.T: In addition to giving the
-members the right to fully realise
“their own rights and seek their

member one-vote and other mech-

-anisms- of democratisation that I
“think are long overdue.inside the
--UAW and most of American la-

bour. unions; certainly one of the

-things' that has brought me into
~this race is the behaviour of our

national union leaders in terms of

 the corporation. For more than a

decade now, the UAW leadership
has been tied to the apron-strings
of the corporations and particularly
in the auto industry. We do not
today have an agenda that is based
on the needs of our membership or
the community they live in. But
we follow an agenda that is based"
on the corporations' needs as the
corporate executives perceive
them.

WT: What are the challenges
and obstacles ahead in your
campaign?

J.T: The biggest challenge is the
fact that the UAW has been for
almost 40 years now a one-party
state. They have created a huge
patronage army. Of course this is
in collaboration with the corpora-
tion that exists. In General Mo-
tors, which is the largest employer
that we deal with, I have been told
that there were between 6 and 7
thousand appeintedrepresentatives
in GM. That's a huge army, and it
is a patronage army that the ad-
ministration of the union has at
their disposal. Those are workers,
regular union members, who have
been elevated to an elite status,
allowed to be paid but not work
on the job, and they are expected
to defend the International. That
makes running against the Interna-
tional a very difficult task, at the
same time as it makes just stand-
ing up at the local level for your
rights as an individual very diffi-
cult as well.

WT: What made you decide to
run for the presidency of the
union, and not for example run-
ning for the smaller locals?

J.T: This wasn't an individual
decision of course, and our move-
ment had lengthy discussions
throughout the summer and fall
about what strategy would make
the most sense. And we analysed
it - and of course you know I have
been a past regional director and
an executive board member of the
UAW. We looked at the possibili-
ty of just running selective region-
al races again. The consensus of
ournational Organising Committee
of 24 people was that the member-
ship doesn't pay attention to those
- even though they are important -
lesser races. We anticipated
Carey's victory, or the excitement
of his race anyway. We really felt
that it was important to give the
membership a real opportunity to

see us, the New Directions Move-
ment, trying to come to-grips with
the question that you are going to
be for a lot of issues and be right

on the issues, but if you don't seek

to take the power that you can use
to enact or follow up those issues,
you are not really standing up to

the membership.

So the decision to offer a candi-
date for president and perhaps
other candidates in the June Con-
vention - certainly we will also
have several regional director
candidates - was made on the basis
of the need to focus attention on
issues and use the candidacy both
for the purpose of creating that
attention as well as taking advan-
tage of the fact that Owen Bieber
and the leadership of the union are
very unpopular with the rank and
file.

I am running to win the office
of president. But I am certainly
running an issue-based campaign,
one that is not based on personali-

“ty but on our ability to articulate

the issues, and in my candidacy
see those issues carried out.

WT: What are the differences in
your campaign and Ron Carey's
campaign?

J.T: Of course Ron Carey was
dealing with the very obvious
corruption of the Teamsters Un-
ion. The UAW is corrupt, but it is
corrupt in a somewhat different
way. The corruption is that they
have taken the union away from
the membership and delivered it
into the arms of the corporation.
The corruption in the Teamsters
was more associated with orga-
nised crime which tended to tie it
into the ruling political order of
the Republican Party. In the
UAW, at least in the public's
mind, we are dealing with that
issue, but we are certainly dealing
with the corrupting effect of col-
laboration with the corporation and

‘how it deprives workers of the

opportunity to govern themselves
through their union.

WT: We heard a couple of
weeks ago that GM is laying off
74,000 of its workforce and that
it is closing 21 of its plants.
What does it mean for the UAW
members and for you as candi-

-date?

J.T: The media picked up this
particular announcementmore than
they have anything in the past, and
that is understandable because of
the size and dimensions of the
announcement. But the reality is
that General Motors has been
laying off workers and shutting
down plants in large numbers for
almost a decade now. The corpo-
ration- in the mid-eighties gave
every indication that they were
going to try to cut the size of their

V- rapa Vo ladep S S dnld

workforce and shut down a num-
ber of the plants, and they have
been carrying out a strategy that

secks to-do that. This particular .

announcement, coming as.it does
in a period where they have had
two unprofitable fiscal quarters,
makes it a little more dramatic,
but the fact of the matter is that
the GM has gotten rid of well over.
160,000 workers in the past ten
years. So now they are just carry-
ing that further, perhaps more

- “dramatically, given the depth of
-the recession; but it is a part of a-
E strategy

What should be of concern to
workers in ‘the communities as

“well is the fact that this strategy
_-does aot deal with the question of
~lost market shares much as it sim--

ply deals with the question of lost

profits. The corporation is trying
_to- regain profits, not market
_shares. If in the future they seek
. more market share it is our under-
standing that they will do that.

from production based in.places

like Mexico. And they are not

coming back. In fact the depth of
this cut tells us that they have no
intention of trying to regain mar-
ket share with US-based produc-
tion.

WT: The world has witnessed
dramatic changes in the past few
years, and the rivalry between
the Eastern and Western blocs
has resulted in the defeat of the
Eastern bloc and victory for
Western capitalism. What does it
mean for the workers in general,
for the workers in the US and
for you in the UAW and the
New Directions?

J.T: The first thing I would like to
say is that I don't accept the prem-
ise that capitalism has defeated the
Eastern bloc ideologically. I would
offer the fact that the Eastern bloc
developed a significant -inability
through its kind of state-control to
address the problems that the
working people needed to be ad-
dressed in a democratic fashion.
I think certainly the difference
between the pent-up demand for
democracy that has brought about
the almost cataclysmic political
changes in the Eastern bloc nations
is not the same as saying capital-
ism triumphed over socialism. And
I would say that whatever the
economic form, market or elemen-
tally planned, there has to be de-
mocracy. A capitalist country can
run amuck just the same as state-

controlled socialism can. I think
that our working people and all
other citizens and consumers and
even those who find themselves in
the entrepreneurial or bourgeois
categories, need the assurance that
they have a democratic system.
Democracy may have won out in
one form or another. Obviously all :
things are still in a state of change,
but I don't think that's an exonera-
tion of capitalism itself.

‘WT: Whatdoesntmgmfortﬁe
people here? Do you think it has -
unleashed 2 lot of forces against
the working people?

J.T: These forces, in this country
at least, were unleashed long be-
fore the Eastern bloc looked in any
jeopardy. I don't think workers in
this country are striving for some
kind of state-controlled model -
not of the Stalinist type anyway; I
think that has been dispelled a..
long time ago. But I think workers’
want to be able to organise in their
own best interests as workers and
they want freedom from hunger
and want just as the Russian peo-
ple want today. And they are
prepared to embrace a system as
long as it is democratic, and offers
reasonable amount of empower-

‘ment to individuals ‘within a col--

lective framework. I -don't-think
that it has made the people in this
country feel-as if they have gained
new freedoms. I don't think the
US workers who are being told on
a daily basis that their employer is
leaving the country, that their jobs
are more in jeopardy - if they are
not losing them - feel any great
sense of individual vindication or
empowerment as a result of that. I
think they are now looking for
“where is the justice in our own
system"?

WT: Would you like to add
anything at the end?

J.T: I just think that as ] am a
candidate for the president of the
UAW, I sense that there is a for-
mat for change in the United
States amongst working people and
I don't have any illusions about
how difficult it is to deal with an
entrenched leadership, especially
one that has adopted the corpora-
tes' agenda as its own. But I think
it is absolutely essential that work-
ers have new voices, and a new
vision offered, so that we can
address some of these very very
critical problems that we face.

From next month Worker Today will be published in 16 pages (12
Persian and 4 English pages). Due to these changes and also to rising
printing, postage and other costs, the price will have to be raised by
20 percent. New rates are quoted in this issue's subscription form.

[J six months

Mr/Ms/institution

Subscription Form

| would like to subscribe to Worker Today for a period of
] One year

Please send my Worker Today and bills to the following address:

Address

Postcode City

Country

Subscription Rates

Europe:
2 SKr140

1 Year
6-Months SKr80

B [nstitutions double the rate.

Send the filled form to WT address:
WT, Box 6278, 102 34 Stockholm, SWEDEN

NOTE! In the USA and Canada send to:
WT, PO Box 241412, Los Angeles, CA 90024, USA

“Elsewhere:
1 Year SKr210
6 Months  .gKr120

m All prices include p&p.
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Iraqi labour movemen
and the Gulf crisis

Interview with two Iragi labour activists

Hussein Manuchehri, a Worker Today co-worker in
Kurdistan, talked to two labour: activists in Southern

Iraq (whose identity

is not belng disclosed for

security reasons) on the situation of the Iabour
movement in this region and on the events following

the US war. Excerpts:

Worker Today: How did the
situation in the South begin?
What was the role of the work-
ers? What about the role of the
left and religious forces?

Answer' To explain the situation
in the South after the ceasefire in
the war with the US and its allies,
we have to go back a little. Except
for the one month of the people's
rising, the situation of the people
has been characterised by savage
repression and massacre. -

In 1978 the Ba'ath government
launched a wide-scale attack on
the left forces; this was a time
when the Iraqi Communist Party
enjoyed cordial relations with the
Ba'ath Party. In these years the
Iraqi Communist Party had a large
workers' influence. There were
hardly any labour activists: who
were not linked to the Communist
Party, which was the most serious
left party in the South. Over the
two years of 1978 and 1979,
around 100,000 people were
arrested, the fate of many of them
still- uncertain. At the time of the
February 1979 wuprising in Iran,
the Islamic forces in Southern Iraq
became quite active. The Hezb-o-
Da'va party, of a long tradition in
the Iraqi bourgeois opposition,
became a more important force,
and a more dangerous force for
the government. This gave a
pretext for the Ba'ath government
to launch another round of massive
attacks on the people, on the
workers and the left forces. .

With the start of the Iran-Iraq
war, another wave of offensive
was launched on the standard of
living of people, particularly the
workers. © This reached untold
proportions in the city of Basra
which has the highest concentra-
tion of industries. The attack was
accompanied by persecution of
labour activists. Forced conscrip-
tion was a weapon in the hands of
the regime with which to organise
its campaign in purely military
forms. Workers were forced to
either enlist in the army and go to
the fronts, or submit to work in
the military industries. Obviously,
to avoid going to the fronts, work-
ers preferred to work in the mili-
tary industries. I should add that
almost all heavy industries in Iraq
are part of the military industry.

- During these years resistance by
the bourgeois opposition took on
different forms. For example the
Islamic forces took up armed resis-
tance, but were suppressed. The
Communist Party's infrastructure
had disintegrated, and they only
gave out a publication in the
South. Some fringe groups also
organised an armed resistance in
the cities and along the border
without success. By this time a
large section of workers had been
drafted into the army, and the rest
were working in the military in-
dustries. The working conditions-
in the military industries were very
savage: 12-hour shifts and a pay at

the level of soldiers' pay. In these
industries military discipline was
in force; anybody disobeying them
was sent to military camps. Any-
one-absent from work for one day
would get military punishment: he
would be undressed and forced to
crawl on hot rocks and gravel.
There was not even [the one-day]
weekend break, with only one day
being off every month. The voic-
ing of any grievance would be met
by immediate dismissal and by
being sent to the first line on the
war fronts. A large number of
active workers were slaughtered in
this way.

The military factories had an
intelligence organ called Special
Security, the-head of which was
Hussein Kamel, Saddam's brother-
in-law. Anyone making even the
slightest pause during work, would
be thrashed by cable wire for one
and a half hours.” Of course now
the Special Security is gone. The
military industries still exist, but
the severity of the punishments
and the working conditions is not
as much. For example in the BG
power station the official working
time is 16 hours a day: 12 regular
hours, and 4 hours overtime. The
same conditions exist in the BG oil
refinery: 16 hours a day!

In the South the killings, pover-
ty, high prices and the military
repression has so reduced people's
expectations that they can't proper-
ly think about political issues.
They want to be freed of the mili-
tary life and want things to return
to normal. But even this is now a
mere dream.

No sooner had the Iran-Iraq war

ended than people were again

mobilised for the war in Kuwait.
People were so infuriated that one
hour after the announcement of the
news of the Iraqi attack on Ku-
wait, almost all the towns in the
South shut down.

After the Iraqi attack on Ku-
wait, economic embargo was an-
other factor which added to
people’s misery. Many of the
towns in the South, have connec-
tions with the Arab countries, but
the economic boycott cut their
access to supplies of the basic
necessities. If in Northern Iraq the
border regions provided access to
some basic supplies through smug-
gling, even this was not possible
in the South. Many workers and
poor people were eating hay mixed
with saw dust. The consequences
of the economic embargo were
very painful, and many died of
starvation in this - very period.
People were asking "what did we

gain from the Iran-Iraq war to.

want to fight the Kuwait war?"
The start of the Iragi attack on

‘Kuwait was followed by another

round of attack on the entire oppo-
sition - from the Islamic forces to
labour activists. The situation at
the military industries was re-
vived, and I won't go into this any
more. :

The whole of this situation had
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WORKER TODAY

made the structure of the' govern-
ment very shaky, and this was
before the offensive of the allies
against Iraq. In the months of
November and December 90, the
incapacity of the government heads
was fully apparent. Arab national-

ism, headed by the Ba'ath Party,

had lost all its credit among the
people. One month after the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait, people's resis-
tance showed itself in refusal to
join the army. Mass desertions had
reached their highest proportions.
The situation in the Iraqi army too
was very bad. The soldiers had
food rations of only one piece of
dry bread every 48 hours.

Iraq's rapid defeat in the war
made social “explosions a new
reality; and the killings and the
slaughter - inflicted - is common
knowledge. In the air attacks, as
admitted by Sa'doon Hamadi,
22,000 civilians, and ini the ground
war 100,000 to 200,000 soldiers
were killed. Also 64,000 soldiers
were captured. d

It is interesting to ‘mote 'that
before the attack on Iraq by the
allied forces, the entire govern-
ment apparatus was paralyzed and
the people had lost their illusions
in Bush's policies. They had -lost

‘their hope in the US and would

back up any force prepared to take
up arms. The people stood without
alternatives.. Even ' the Islamic
forces were saying that if the Iraqi
Communist’ Party comes they
would support it. .- -

Under these conditions -the
allies' attack on Iraq fuelled the
illusions once again. The allied:
forces advanced 400 km into Iraqgi
territory, reaching Koot 100 km
outside Baghdad; they encountered
no resistance. People were at the
height of their illusions; they were
saying "there is no need for us to
move, the allies will overthrow
Saddam". The Iragi army retreated
600km and many were Kkilled.
They distributed a large number of
guns among the people. The army
told of its retreat to the people
who were awaiting a spark.

This spark was lit in the town of
Zabir in the South. The defeated
army, on entering the town,
gunned Saddam's portraits. This
was the spark which ignited the
gunpowder. It was repeated in the
town of Amareh; all the garrisons
weré captured and the people
annihilated the Intelligence
(Estekhbarat] and the Security
[Amn] forces. The army was on
the side of the people in these
actions, and forces sent to sup-
press the people would join the
people. One by one all the towns
in the South fell into people's
hands. But the freed towns lacked
any alternatives. The religious
forces, because of their religious
profile, played their role; they
were social forces. The left, main-
ly as scattered circles, failed to
take part as an independent force
and in fact dissolved in the move-
ment. The reason for this was that
the left forces had their largest
influence among petty-bourgeois
intellectuals, thus lacking any real
influence. The workers, on the
other hand, had their own indepen-
dent demands during these revolts,
but they saw no alternative before
them. There was a chaos in which
the religious forces were. trymg to
gain the upper hand.

Workers played a big role in the
uprising and in fact their actions
were the most effective - in partic-
ular in Basra which on the whole
is.a working class city. What was
lacking, however; was a commu-
nist worker organisation. As a

result workers mixed with other
social strata, in a general popular
movement. Workers were not so
familiar with clear economic de-
mands since historically their de-

mands would under the conditions.

of 'war quickly assume-a political
profile and become severely sup-
pressed. On the whole, working
class consciousness was low.

WT: How were the worker pro-

tests carried out before these .

upheavals?

A: There is a large textile factory -
in"the town of Mousel. The:gov--
-ernment killed 60 Egyptian work-

ers in this factory, their offence

being to have called for shorter

Hours and tigher pay.

Workers' protests have a spon-

taneous form (before and after the
war). For instance in the Koot
textile plant the workforce, in
protest’ against the long hours,
broke the machines. There were
similar actions in the petrochemi-
cal plant and in the tile-making
factory in the city of Karkouk. -

WT: Could we speak ‘of a strike
movement before the uprising?:

A: Yes, it was a large movement;
and the main cause of it was the
same pressure of the economic
crisis, the embargo and the milita-
rization of the workplaces

WTs: Approxnmately how many
workers took part in these
strikes?

A:-T can't say exactly, but. thou-
sands of workers work in every
one of these industries and in the

other major industries.

WT: What form of struggle is
traditional in the struggles of the
workers in the South?

A: More often stopping work and
going on strike. Workers get to-
gether, hold a general assembly,
elect their representatives and send
them to their respective state un-
ions. Although everyone knows
that the leaderships of these unions
are linked to the Security Force,
nevertheless workers regard their
own representatives as caring and
sympathetic to their interests.

In some cases attempts were
made to set up solidarity funds,
which were successful in a number
of workshops, but the Intelligence
forces severely suppressed them,
their excuse being that the collect-
ed money may be used to fight the
state. Such funds were set up
notably in the cement factory in
Karkouk.

WT: Is the First of May a tradi-
tion?

A: The First of May is an official
holiday, but in 1991 it was not a
holiday; they used the excuse of
post-war reconstruction. But in
1990 workers of Iraq's biggest
printing works in Baghdad went on
strike on this day.

The government usually holds
its own ceremonies on the First of
May, but the workers rarely take

part in them; and they do not hold
large independent ceremonies
either.’But in the tile-making fac-
tory in Karkouk in May 1990
workers all went to the suburbs for
their celebrations, in effect boy-

.cotting the state ceremonies. But

such actions are not common. _

WT: What demands are the
struggles concentrated on rlght
now? v

A: Many of the industrial centres
have come to a halt since the war
and are not in operation. Since the
war and at the-present time the
working hours are very long, but
the government has raised the
wages a little.' We now work offi-

" cially 12 Hours, and there’ is-no

limit :.to overtime.. work. - Many
times the factory.buses return to
the workers' homes: at night to
take them back - to. work And ng
extra money is paid for overtime
work. There is only a year-end
pay based-on the hours, of over-
time worked: The- demands I thmk
are focused on- shorter. working
hours- and hlgher wages. ..

WT You consxder yourselves as
belongmg to the trend of worker
communism. Could you talk
about this. . 2 i —

A: It is clear that I regard all
worker actions and protests as part
of the worker communist tenden—
cy. Worker communism, as a
separate school of thought Wthh is
different from the traditional Com-
munism, truly represents working
class practice. In the South it is
weak (I stress) as a cuwrrent of
thought. In this sense it relies
more on the shoulders of a number
of worker leaders. The war was a
very negative factor in the spread-
ing of our views. The isolation of
the Iraqi Communist Party, which
we supported in the past, was
questioned by us. The same is true
of the pro-Perestroika and the
East-European, etc, currents.

We broke with the Iraqi Com-
munist Party, and at that time a
worker tendency grew which sup-
ported workers' struggles and had
its own circles. At this time the
writings of -Mansoor Hekmat
reached us and we became sup-
porters of these views among our
worker comrades. Of course we
have read very little of his writ-
ings. I myself have only read three
of his works, Our Organising
Policy Among the Workers,
Worker Membership and Our

Differences.

WT: In your view what specific

‘problems should the worker

communist current address in
the South?

A: The immediate issue for us is
raising workers' political con-
sciousness and the solidity of their
ranks; the issue of specific de-

‘mands in the face of the present

crisis; and the uniting of workers'
ranks in Southern and Northern
Iraq. The question of the right of
self-determination for the Kurdish
nation should not delay the unity
of worker leaders.

In the Persian Section

Iin addition to the articles in the Eng--
lish section, the Persian section of this
issue includes:

® Interview with Uffe Thomsen,
secretary of the Danish Typographical
Workers Union, on the Danish fabour
movement and socialism (part 1)
einterview with Ned Leary, Ford shop-
steward in Britain, on the recent

labour contract at British Ford ® Severe
working conditions at Ahvaz (Iran)
steel works - workplace report
oCheap slaves: plight of children
around the world - letter to the editor
® On new legislation concerning
sexual harassment of women by
French employers.

News of workers' struggle around the
world is published in more detail in the
Persian section.
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IN BRIEF

Sweden

® Thousands of construction
workers staged demonstrations
in 50 towns and cities in Swe-
den on 18 January in protest
against the policies of the gov-
ernment. Unemployment in
construction, which now stands
at 17,700, is expected to rise
by another 65,000 next year.
® The miners union in the
northern coal fields of Sweden,
with a. militant tradition of
struggle, called on the trade
union confederation (LO) to
adopt firm policies against the
new right-wing government.
The union, which has already
left the LO in protest against
the Confederation's and the So-
cial Democrats’ disregard of
their demands, is strongly op-
posed to the plans to privatise
the mining industries, and has
called for a general strike.

Soviet Union

The Union of Mineworkers
held its founding congress from
16 to 20 December in the Mos-
cow region with the participa-
tion of 120 delegates from all
the mining regions of the for-
mer USSR. The congress decid-
ed to build the union as a unit-
ed and independent body em-
bracing the workers in all the
mining fields.

South Korea

Workers - of Hyundai, South
Korea's largest car plant, ended
their week-long occupation -of
the plant after police threatened
to storm the factory with over
12,000 armed anti-riot police,
helicopters and armoured vehi-
cles. The occupation began
after lock-out by the manage-
ment following a strike vote.
Workers demanded bonus pay-
ments, better working condi-
tions and return of workers
fired for union activity.

Labour
solidarity
with Iranian
workers

WT News Service:
Following efforts by . Majid
Behroozy, activist of the Iranian-
Canadian Labour Solidarity Com-
mittee, the Canadian Union of
Postal Workers, London Local, in
a letter of protest to the Iranian
ambassador in Ottawa (a copy of
which was sent to Worker Today),
condemned the execution of labour
activists in Iran, expressing its
shock over the human rights abus-
es against the working class.
Also, following efforts by the
Iranian Refugee Workers Associa-
tion in Britain, in an emergency
motion, the Women's Conference
of NALGO (National and Local
Government Officers Association)
protested against the violation of
Iranian workers' basic rights,

calling on other trade unions to
condemn the anti-worker policies
of the Iranian government.

Iranian oil workers win 50% wage rise

WT News Service:

Thousands of oil workers in the
various installations of the oil
industry in Iran, won a 50% wage
increase after a 17-day strike in
January.

According to a report in the
daily Salam, published in Tehran,
the decision to strike came after a
mass meeting of oil industry work-
ers and employees in Tehran on 9
January in which the workers
discussed ways of co-ordinating
their demands.

According to the Iranian Refu-
gee Workers Association, who
provided the report of the strike to
Worker Today, the refineries in
Tehran, Isfahan and Shiraz were
involved in the action. The strike

ended after 17 days, with a 50%
wage rise for the workers and an
80% increase for the white-collar
employees.

Reacting to the lower wage
increase for the blue-collar work-
ers, the strikes decided to keep up.
their action, pressing for an equal
rise. However, they were forced
to abandon the decision after lack
of support by workers in the im-
portant Abadan and Tabriz refiner-
ies. Also a management ploy,
inviting the workers to apply for
clerical positions if they wanted to
improve their pay, by undermining
the earlier unity in the strikers'
ranks, made the continuation of
the strike difficult.

French C.G.T. calls for
release of arrested
labour activists in Iran

WT News Service:

Following a communique by the
Committee of Solidarity with Ira-
nian Workers in France, calling on
labour organisations to protest
against the arrest of Zahed Mano-
uchehri and Saeed Saedy, two
labour activists in Iran, Joannes
Galland, Confederal Secretary of
the CGT union, in charge of inter-
national questions, issued a letter
of protest denouncing the execu-
tion of labour activists and calling
for the immediate release of the
arrested workers.

Also, Farhad Besharat, Secre-
tary of the International Federation
of Iranian Refugees and Immig-
rants Councils, in a press release
called on labour organisations and
parties to work for the release of
Zahed Manouchehri and Saeed
Saedy: "Considering the circum-
stances which surround their ar-
rests and the fact that the execu-
tion of labour activists in Kurdis-

tan has a sanguine precedence in
the Islamic Republic's record ...,
it is imperative that all labour
organisations and parties as well as
all the institutions and characters
concerned with the promotion of
human and civil rights worldwide
do their utmost to prevent any
further injury and suffering to
Messrs Saedi and Manouchehri,
and demand their immediate re-
lease from the dungeons of the
Islamic republic”.

Also, in a letter to Amnesty
International, the Iranian Refugees
Solidarity Committee in Switzer-
land - Zurich called on the Amnes-
ty to "exert strong pressure on the
Islamic Republic to prevent it from
using violence against the two
arrested workers and other politi-
cal prisoners, and to work for
their immediate release"”.

The_following is the translated
text of the letter by the CGT:

Dear Mr Ambassador,

political oppositionists.

for their physical integrity.

above.

Joannes Galland,

The large amount of information reaching the CGT speaks of
your government's repression against trade-unionists and

7"he CGt has in particular been informed of the arrest of two
union activists. by the names of Saeed Saedy and Zahed
Manouchehri. We demand their immediate release and respect

On the other hand, in the recent period, the execution of
Jamal Cheragh-Vaissi, organiser of a First of May rally in
1989, and Abdollah Beyvaseh, member of the bakery work-
ers' union, testifies to a rise in repression in your country.

The CGT asks you emphatically to bring to the attention of
your government our indignation and condemnation of the
violation of human rights in Iran, reflected in such acts as the

We reiterate our condemnation of torture and executions
-and our demand for the immediate release of all those im-
prisoned because of their ideas.

Mr Ambassador, believe our commitment to the defence of
human and democratic values.

Confederal Secretary of the CGT
In charge of international questions

Labour organisations urged

to support Iraqgi workers
Appeal by worker paper in Iraqi Kurdistan

WT News Service:

Following the intensification of acts of repression against the labour
movement in Iragi Kurdistan by Kurdistan Front (which includes the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, led by Jalal Talebani, and the Kurdistan
Democratic Party of Iraq, led by Masoud Barzani), which have been
going on from the very start of the events last year in Iraq, recently the
paper Serinji-Karikar (Workers' View), which is published in Iraqi
Kurdistan, issued a statement calling on labour organisations world-wide
to give their support to labour activists in that region. The following is
the full text of this statement - a copy of which was sent to Worker
Today - translated from the Kurdish original. ‘

To Ali Labour Organisations and Unions,
To Labour Leaders and Activists Throughout the World!

Comrade Workers!

The working class in Iraq is denied of the most elementary
economic and political rights. It lives and struggles under very
harsh conditions: low ages, long working hours, layoffs, mass
unemployment, and the denial of the right to strike and organise
{in trade unions or workers' councils).

These conditions, because of the prevailing war conditions
and the dual rule of the Ba'ath government and the Kurdistan
Front in Iragi Kurdistan, are even harsher for the workers in this
region. The Kurdistan Front is now the major force In the cities
of Suleimanieh, Valir and Dehook. It has functioned as the direct
executor of the policies of the West, in particular the United
States. It has taken upon itself the task in line with George
Bush's New World Order - the task of suppressing the ongoing
labour movement in the region, particularly in lragi Kurdistan.

The Kurdistan Front has now openly adopted the policy of
intimidation of worker ieaders (summoning labour activists and
intimidating them under various pretexts; labour leaders who in
the April 91 events played a prominent role in pushing forward
the workers' and the council movement). So far, a number of
labour and council leaders have been summoned to the offices
of the Kurdistan Front and threatened to death.

The Workers' View calls on you:

To voice your protest in every possible way against the
reactionary policies and acts of the Kurdistan Front and to
condemn these anti-worker policies. Now more than any other
time, in a situation where the workers in lraqi Kurdistan are
deprived of every kind of their mass and political organisations
and are more unorganised than ever {due to the mass flights and
factory shut-downs), they need your support and solidarity, as
class comrades.

Today the international labour movement is more than ever
in need of unity and solidarity. In its all-sided onslaught, the
bourgeoisie has turned its market and its policies into a global
market and policy. The bourgeoisie has never before been so
united. Seeking more and more profits, they want to impose an
unprecedented hunger, poverty, privation and lack of rights on
the working class.

No doubt the workers too will, with their united millions-
strong ranks, demonstrate to capitalism their international voice
and power.
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® Iraqi labour movement and the Gulf crisis
Interview with two Iraqi labour activists p.117

® Prospects for change in US unions after
Teamster election victory
Interview with Jerry Tucker p.10
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