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WORKER TODAY

Interview with Angelo Stellato -

The end of the recent Toronto

transport workers’ 8-day strike .
was followed by a wave of-

dissatisfactionn with . the pres-
ent' union leadership - the
Amalgamated Transit Union
{ATU) - with calls being raised
for its - replacement. Angelo
Stellato, from the union’s Lo-
cal 113, is among the activists
bracing up for the upcoming
election and for change in the
leadership. Amir Payam, Work-
er Today co-worker in Canada,
talked to Angelo Stellato about
the strike and related issues.
Excerpts:

Worker Today: Could you
explain what happened during
the 8-day TTC strike?

Angelo Stellato: What generally
happened was trying to keep the
issue of part-time workers at rest.
We feel in TTC that we don't
want part-timers, particularly in
the driving field. There is a threat
to the full-time jobs, whether it be
part-time employees, contracting
out or summer-help. We just feel
threatened by that; we want to
keeép the full-time: jobs -alive and
well and keep on going that way. "

‘WT; What were your demands
and slogans in the 45-day slow-
- down ‘in 1989, and did you
achieve those? g .

A.S: 1'think we partly achieved it -
back -in “1989: The ‘45-day slow--
down, 1 would- say- ‘we accom-

plished it because that was the first
time the company introduced the
big push for part-time employees.
And we sent a clear message to
the management saying-that we
didn't want it and that we were
going to show that. We inconve-
nienced the public, which was a
shame, but we had to ‘bring our
voice  out ‘to the public, out to

management and just say to them -

clearly that we didn't want it.

WT: Why is the part-time issue
so- important for the- TTC
wquexzs?' (AR L T R

A.S: Particularly thé TTC work-

“ers, as' I said before, we feel that

it is threatening to the full-time

-employees. But I' think it is not

just TTC workers; I think: it is
everywhere. To maintain the
quality of work we have today,
and the quality of employees, I

. n
LR

think wé have to do. that with full
time people.

‘WT: During the strike public
opinion was so confused that
nobody knew what you really
wanted. Why didn't your leader-
ship try to inform the public
about you demands?

A.S: That's a hard question to
answer. I really can't speak on
behalf of the executive that were
in office at that time, but I would
say one thing, they should have
made some people more aware
than what was actually done. A lot
of people did not know what was
going on. All they saw was we
were getting our 4.9% and-they
couldn't understand why we were
on strike. Well, it was more than
a money issue. The real issue was
about part-time working. They
called it summer-help this time,
but we didn't want it there.

WT: The union recommended
management's offer to the work-
ers, but the majority voted

- against it. How did the workers

organise themselves for this
opposition? - - e ]

\:S¢ I-think:they organised each:
other by making each other aware -

_of ‘what ‘the contract. meant, and
their- interpretation of what it

meant: There was a lot of in-house.
talk-amongst the employees them-
selves, and I wounld say it was
effective enough to be as an organ-
ising medium.

1rye BT evs aled ays Jle — . amie

On Totonto transport strike - *

WT: Why did some workers call - - wishes _you will: be._in iseripus
.onthe present -leadei'ship to- YR SN SR
" resign? And is it possible that
~ they will be replaced by the neéw .
*  leadership ‘in the next cofiven-
ORT Th o e AR

A.S: 1 would say yes, a ‘good
percentage of them, probably 90%
of them, will be replaced in our
upcoming election. Why . they

_asked for their: resignation, 1

would speculate in saying that.a

‘lot of them were not pleased with

the people in power. Because of
the lack of communication, a lot
of the members heard more from
the media than they actually did
from the executive, and a lot of
people got very upset about that.
When we found out about some of
‘the issues, of course they were
upset and they called for their
resignation. They feel that they
were left out in the cold.

WT; If a new leadership is elect-
ed what changes do -you expect
for the union? ‘

A.S: I am hoping, if a new leader-
ship gets in there, that a better line
of communication is opened up
between -the .members and the
executive, and vice versa. It is an

-important part. I would like to see

some better education system, like
the CAW [Canadian Auto Work-

. ers] - the way they have their paid
-education leave. I would like to
-see our members more involved

because I feel right now they need

-to know more about what is.going
on in the union. It's very impor-

tant; the meémbers are the strength.
And if you don't tell them the
proper things and lead them in the
right direction, your union won't
be strong. The union has to be
strong by the members' support. If

‘trouble

you don't go by the members'
WT: AS you know the govern-
ment at the provincial level are’

* trying to take away the right of

strike.

A.S:1 think it is a very big threat
to- the unions, something that we
have fought for for years and
years, i.e. to have the right to a
collective agreement and to have
the right to go to the process and
negotiations of the collective ag-
reement. Now if you take that
right away and say that we can't
strike, well how do we bring our
point across? It will be very hard
to fight for demands when you
don’t have the ultimate right to be
in a legal strike position. You have
to have that as a final recourse. I
guess when it comes to the final
say, the ministry of labour says we
have a certain date that we are in
a legal strike position, but if legis-
lation tells us we can't- go on
strike, then it's useless, we have
lost a lot of power.

WT: As you know, back-to-work
legislation is a main problem for
the whole labour movement in
Canada. How do you think the
labour movement should fight
against that?

A.S: Well, we're going to let ali

‘the unions know what is going on,

and you can't just let them single
out one or two unions to stop them -
from striking. You are “going ‘to
have-to get all of the unions in-
volved, and have their people send
a clear message to the members of
parliament to say, you can't inter-
fere with that process, it is law,
we should keep what we fought
for over the years.

from page 12 - -
Open letter...

education, even the .correct
one, can we effectively put an
end to this menace. The fas-

- .¢ists and racists -are burning

‘rope generally do not like fas-

cism and have done a iot to
stop this menace.

But the terrifying reality
about %the rapid growth -of
fascism shows that your past
and - present policies in -this
respect have. been either
wrong.-or ineffective. Such a
failure can end once again, like
the thirties, in the likes of
-‘Mussolini, ‘Hitler ‘and ' Franco
coming: to. power. They have
already entered the European
parliaments!

In order to stop the working-
class youngsters becoming.
fascist thugs, one has to show
them the real causes of the
unemployment and the mount-
ing social misery. This'means a
very clear and unambiguous
exposition of the nature of
"native”, as well as interna-
tional capitalism and capital-
ists. Without a clear anti-capi-
talist content, the anti-fascist
education will be useless.

One must expose the violent
and inhuman nature of nation-
alism, no matter to which
group of people it belongs, and
advocate socialist internation-
alism. Unfortunately, these
-elements have been very
weak, if not absent, in your
mass propaganda and publica-
tions.

Fascism kills and burns now!

it is equally wrong to hope

sl L —

dh it mumdl fmaanint

aur homes and.killing our chil-
dren now!l Something very
practical has-to be done now!
Protest strikes for every fascist

‘attack, and material help and

protection for the victims of
these crimes .are needed.

. Some thugs have organised
and “equipped :themselves to
kill ‘us. 1f they succeed, then
they will turn to "native” sO-
cialists ‘and -trade unionists.
We, and anybody who fears
racial and national genocide,
should- also get organised and

equipped. The fascist groups:
.and organisations: must- be

driven out of localities and

‘where people live.. This cam-

paign is very vital and, frankly
speaking, without your help it
would not have the teeth to
bite. Do not forget, the police
and state institutions have
already shown that they lack
the necessary will and determi-
nation to do this job.

We are a part of you

We are not only refugees and
immigrants. Whether employed
or unemployed, most of us are
workers and belong to the
same international class as you
do. We are the first in the row
who fall target for fascists’
attacks, but by no means are
we their only targets. As
Bertolt Brecht, the German
socialist poet and writer, once
said, after the Jews the fas-
ricte will hunt the socialists.

- trade unionists and anybody
-else who stands on their way.
The bloody. experience of the

thirties proved his words-to be
true. e, TN
We are not only worried

_about ourselves and -our fami-

lies, but also hate to see our
international class once again
defeated, its militant organisa-
tions: banned and its leaders
put to chain..Your future.is our
futuretoo.. -

Capitalism has unleashed the
most reactionary forces and
trends to make this future a
very exploiting, suppressive
and bloody one for all of us.
Nationalism and fascism, mili-
tarism, Machiavellism, religious
superstitions, the CNN-type
thought and information con-
trol, cutting wages, curbing
unions' rights and activities
and... are all used to mould
the future according to the
interests of the capitalists.

Only an international social-
ist practical solidarity can stop
them and create a free, equal,
prosperous and peaceful future
for all of us and the coming.
generations. In this internation-
al struggle our heart and soul
is with you.

Farhad Besharat
Secretary of the International
Federation of
Iranian Refugees and Immi-
grants Councils

November 1991
Address: Hambastegi, Box

240, 126 02 HAGERSTEN,
~SWEDEN

The Persian section of this issue
includes:

® 19-day French Renault strike
ends - report ® High price, cheap
‘carpets: trading children in. the
Indian carpet industry ® Socialism
and the post Cold War world

- Mansoor Hekmat in interview
with radio KPFK in California
-®Workplace report:-workers of a
construction materials plant in
Iran talk about conditions-® On
issues of the labour movementin
lran: - interview with labour
activists Ebrahim Sadeghi and
Fahimeh Yazdanparast ® Why are
you/ afraid of the formation of

In the Persian Section .

‘truck drivers in Iran taken from

drivers’ union? - Interview with

the publication of the Transport
Industry ® Swedish  oil-tank
‘drivers': strike - report @ Victory
for the textile and clothing
workers in the US - report ® Child
work in Germany ® The spectre
of starving workers over Moscow
® Conference of the European
Workers Alliance in Hungary
®Disease ' of modern capitalist
saciety - letter to the editor.

News of workers' struggle around
the world are published in more
detail in the Persian section.

[ Six months

Mr/Ms/Institution

Subscription Form

1 would like to subscribe to Worker Today for a period of
3 One year

Please send my Worker Today and bills to the following address:
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Postcode City
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Subscription Rates

Europe:
1. Year SKr120
6 Months Skr70

# |nstitutions double the rate.

Send the filled form to WT address:
WT, Box 6278, 102 34 Stockholm, SWEDEN

NOTE! In the USA and Canada send to:
WT, PO Box 241412, Los Angeles, CA 90024, USA

Elsewhere:
1 Year SKr180
6 Months SKr100

® All prices include p&p.
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WORKER TODAY

Challenges facing Canadian workers

Interview with .Iean Claude Parrot

»Jean Claude Parrot is the natlonal pres:dent of
the Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW)..
Worker Today co-worker in
Canada, talked to Jean Claude Parrot about the
current phase of the postal workers' struggle
for job security and pay increases, as well as a

Fateh Bahrami,

number of issues internationally. Excerpts:

Worker Today: On October 28,
after a few hours of national
strike, the postal workers went
back to work. Could you tell us
about the result of the negotia-
tions and about the agreement?

Jean Claude Parrot: We obvious-
ly found an employer in this round
of negotiations that was not ready
really to renegotiate with us. The
government, by ensuring that there
was going to be a back-to-work
legislation, made it that Canada
Post did not really ever negotiate
in this round of negotiations. Some
progress was made during the
mediation phase, but after the
judge left, they obviously made
sure that an agreement was not
possible. Because of that, we de-
cided to go back on strike-again
and. the membership: was  very
solid across the country.. The only
thing is when we succeeded to get
an amendment to -the legislation
and the commitment from the
ministry that the wage package
that was agreed to between the

parties was going to be implement-.

ed right away, we decided to go
back to work.

We are in this situation now
where they are reneging on the
commitment made by the ministry
of labour. It is a very unfortunate
situation that has forced us to
attack the ministry of labour, but
also to go to all members of par-
liament and say that you were
misled when they gave a fast pas-
sage of the legislation. Because
that fast passage was on the basis
that the CUPW was satisfied with
the amendment and of the fact that
the wage increases were going to
be implemented right away. The
Senate was also misled.

In the mean time it is going to
take a lot of time to have better
labour-management relations. But
it is obvious that the management
that is there today is greedy, they
want everything, they want blood,
they want everything we've got,
and they are not even hiding it.
They are just trying to make sure
that anything you can get they will
take. ;

For the union, I think we are
still very solid, but it is a difficult
time we are going through with
the attitude of the management.

WT: Job security was an impor-
tant demand of the CUPW, but
it has not been accepted by the
employers. What was the reason,
and how is this related to priva-
tisation?

J.C.P: Job security was offered to
us just prior to the strike, for job
security within 40Km. After we
went on strike, they decided, as a
.measure of reprisal against the
workers, not to provide for job
security to everybody but to those
who were there at the signing of
the previous collective agreement -

st Frsca sraman A Qlvina tlns

junior employees not being cov-
ered by the full job security within
40Km. On the other hand there is
a job security in the bargaining
unit, but it could be displaced
anywhere in the bargaining unit.
So on that issue we are still very
close to a settlement.

I believe the issue of privatisa-
tion is one that gives rise to not
filling the vacant positions. So you
end up in a situation where you
don't have enough staff, that is
why you got so many casual la-
bour in the post office. That is.the
approach they are taking. On the .
one hand, they are giving you job
security and, on the other, they
don't fill the position and use
casual labour, who. work some-
times for several years where they
are not covered by.other protection
of the collective agreement.

CUPW Toronto local president, Kolomper

WT: During the strike the em-
ployers fired many workers,
including Andre Kolompar the
Toronto Local president. Could
you tell us what the union is
going to do in defence of the
rights of these workers?

J.C.P: The difficulty is that there
has been no back-to-work agree-
ment. This is what yeu normally
do at the end of a dispute when
the two parties negotiate a back-to-
work agreement which normally
deals with all the firing or suspen-
sions that may occur. In this case,
with the back-to-work legislation
that was used, we did not have a
chance to negotiate such an-agree-

mant Qa wa dan't hava ana richt

and we will do everything we can
to represent them properly and
make sure we are going to have a
fair hearing. But it is not the way
it should be; it is all just abuse of
power by the government and
Canada Post to make some people
victims of the system. We are
going to do everything we can to
protect everybody and see how the
process will go.

WT: Back-to-work - legislation
has been used against the CUPW
three times. In fact they deny
the right to strike by this law.
Could you explain how the la-
bour movement should confront:
it, and also how it is possible to
change these anti-worker rules
S0 as to protect workers rlghts";;

we have. a strong voice- in -the
ntematlonal ‘organisations today.
And it is very important that we
use our strong voice to try to build -
up stronger ways of supporting
each other internationally, but also
to address the problems that we
are facing: how we are going to
make sure that we are not going to
see workers in one country com-
peting with the workers in another
country.

We need to orgamse ‘struggle in
favour of unionisation everywhere.
In Canada we have a level of
organisation for example which is
a lot stronger than the United
States. But we are also a victim of
that, in the sense that now they are
trying to de-unionise the work-
force in Canada, so we can be at
the same level as the United
States.

WT: The current developments
in the Eastern bloc and the Sovi-
et Union, which started a few
years ago, have finally ended
with the collapse of the state
capitalism in the East and.the
victory of western capitalism and
market. What .is the effect of
these developments on the work-
ing class around. the world?

J.C.P: T think it is hard to know

" all the impacts, that this will:have.

J. C P: I think the labour mov ,.

ment will have to organise some-

thing a lot stronger than what has:

been ‘done - through. the. yeats: .

When we look:at all those special .

legislation adopted: from . time:to:
time - and not just in the case:of-
postal workers - I think this-gov=:
ernment is just there.to pass the.
legislation. Obviously one other
thing we have to do is get rid of
the government, but also, as a
labour movement, we are going to
have to develop different app-
roaches on how we are going to
deal with that in the future. In
reality it is not the rlght to strike
that has been denied, it is the right-
to negotiate. Without the right to
strike, in my opinion, we don't
have the right to negotiate. We
have seen that in our case in this
round of negotiations, but we also
saw it in 1978.

Also 1 believe that you need to
expose the abuse of power of this
government to the population. We
have to develop approaches at the
bargaining table that shows to the
people that what we are trying to
do would benefit everybody not
just a small group of workers.

WT: How do you see the work
of building up the international
unity of the workers? How is
this possible and what is the role
of the radical workers' leaders in
this?

J.C.P: I think at the international
level it is true that the whole cor-
porate sector have been successful
in arranging the system which now
bypasses any national level, any
country. Because of that I think
for a labour movement it is very
important that we get closer links
with the other people all around
the world. There are already inter-
national organisations. that exist
that can be used to-that effect; the
postal workers for example, we
belong to an international organi-
sation that involves over.100 coun-
tries around the world. It is the
same with other parts of the labour
movement. We are going to have
ta hnild un a stroneer narticina-

on the workers around the world.
My hope is that this will lead )
eventually to a situation where you
will-not have the extreme, but you
are going to have a real effort to..
see. a better world, in the. sense
that social :issues may end up
being addressed a lot more seri-
ously by

It is true that we see the devel-
opments now.in the Eastern coun-
tries being changed ‘considerably,
and every time I'speak to people
in those countries I always say 1
hope the changes are not going to
be turned into a right-wing capital-
ist system; I hope you are going to
look into your background. At
least the reason of being a Social-
ist country is that you wanted the.
workers -to share in the wealth.
This still' hias to be an objective
which is relevant and, whatever
the system, we should all the time
try to make the system become
one that puts the social needs of
people ahead of profits, ahead of a
few people putting everything in
their pockets and leaving nothing
for the others. To do that, is not
going to be easy for us, but that's
why we have to develop the im-
portance of the social measures
that need to be taken to protect the
rights of the people,.to protect the
right of being a human being
instead of just a machine.

WT: The governments in the
West declare the collapse of the
Eastern blo¢ as the failure of
socialism. In fact they publicise
against any idea of equality,
stepping up their class war
against the workers. What is
your view on this and what
should - the working class do
against this worldwide attack?

J.C.P: I think we ought to show
that when they say that the Social-
ist system has collapsed in those
countries; let's not forget that in
every country their system is also
collapsing by their loss of control.
The government today cannot
decide that they will adopt such
and such a policy without the
svstem making it almost impossi-

_good for all the people. And ther

are countries where the people ar

-exploited so much that they don

even have decent conditions an
decent wages, shcwmg that .th
capitalist system is not successfi
at all. It may be successful fro
the point of view of the corporal
sector, who put the profits in the
pockets, but 1 don't think it
successful from the point of vie
of what they are doing for tk
people. In the US we have mi
lions of people who are not co’
ered by Medicare or any oth
social programmes like this. Ar
the level that they are talkir
about for Canada is to match tt
one in the United States. Wh
they are telling us is that the cap
talist system means that we shou
have more poor people in ol
country, less education, less pri
tections if you get sick, hand
capped, etc.

I think one day people will tal
around - hopefully it will be soo
er than later - and we are going '
make it clear to our governmen
what we want. And the best w:
to show that is by electing ‘peop
who will be willing to stand 1
against the system, and in favol
of better social protections. This
obviously very political, but tl
labour movement has a very.stroi
role it.can play in the polmc
ﬁeld rlght now, and we are 5011
to have. 0. play that role A

WT: With the collapse of sta
capltahsm in the Eastern bl
countries and of any kind .
non-worker socialism, I thir
today more than any time tl
working class  needs to . this
about its own power ‘to st
capitalism_ and exploitation,

J.C.P: I think we have a role
play to develop leaders, to devel
people that would be able to cot
municate with others: Because it
obvious that the power of t
workers is there, the power
people-is there, it is just.that it
not being used to the benefit of t
people. People have difficulty
believe they can change thin,
This is very unfortunate. I belie
we can change things, but in or¢
to do that there is a lot of w«
that has to be done. We are de
ing with something that is big ¢
it is not going to be easy. Bu!
people unite together, against .
system and in favour of .bet
justice, better protections, bel
rights, there is no system that ¢
take them out. For that you ne
to develop leaders that are will
to be on the forefront and co
out and explain those things.
Our system today is not enco
aging people to get-educated; §
get manipulated by the media. '
have to find a way to have i
people to learn, to understand :
to be interested. I know so
people will see it-as being v
unrealistic or ideologist, or wi
ever, but if you don't have id¢
I don't know how. The corpor
sector have an ideal and an idez
gy, and their ideology is U
make as much profit as we car
the cost of the people. If we dc
have an ideology ourselves,
will ‘never be able to turn t
around; we are going to
worse, because it is nice to t
about people saying well, in
Eastern bloc people didn't hi
anything, etc, but I tell you if ;
scratch the surface of what you
in this country, you will find
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IN BRIEF

Botswana

The Botswana authorities have
sacked around 150,000 govern-
ment and public sector workers
after a strike in early November
for a wage increase. According
to the Financial Times (8
Nov.), the workers struck to
demand a 154 % pay rise agreed
to by the union and the govern-
ment in October.

USA
650 members of the Amalgam-
ated Clothing and Textile
Workers union in Georgia won
their first union contract after a
three-year battle against S.Lich-
tenberg & Co., a drapery man-
ufacturer. According to Labor
Notes (December 1991), the
agreement forces the company
to rehire 200 workers who were
illegally fired for union activi-
ty, and pay full seniority and
back pay totalling $1m.

India

A one-day nationwide industrial
strike called by six trade unions
on 30 November brought work
to a halt in many state indus-
tries and services throughout
India. A union spokesperson
described government policies
as anti-labour and a sell-out to
the IMF.

Sweden

Since October, thousands of oil
tanker drivers in Sweden have
been staging regular one-day
warning strikes every Friday
for a pay increase. The Trans-
port Union has refused to go by
a national ° " stabilisation con-
tract'" which the central trade
union confederation (LO)
agreed to last year under the
Social Democratic government.

Following raids by Islamic Republic authorities,

Labour activists arrested in Iran

CAW local condemns violation
of workers' rights in Iran

WT News Service:

Since the summer of 1991, the
Iranian government has stepped up
its persecution and arrest of labour
activists in the city of Sanandaj in
western Iran. The persecutions are
part of the wave of arrests of
worker activists in Sanandaj which
the government has been carrying
out continuously over the past two
years. The latest detainees include
two workers by the names of
Saced Hosseini and Zahed
Manouchehri.

_According to a report by the
Communist Party of Iran, the
detained workers are being held
incommunicado, with no informa-
tion being let out about their con-
dition.

The report goes on to mention
that Saeed Hosseini, a welder, has
been an activist of the Sanatgar
Union and was among the speak-
ers of the independent May Day
rallies held in Sanandaj over the
last few years. Zahed Manou-
chehri is a garment worker and
has been an activist of the Tailors
Union and was among the organi-
sers of Sanandaj May Day rallies.

Expressing its concern over the
dangers threatening the lives of
Saeed Hosseini and Zahed Manou-
chehri, the report calls upon la-
bour organisations worldwide to
exert pressure on the Islamic Re-
public to prevent it from using
violence against the detained work-
ers, and to work for their release.

S Africa: Millions
strike against tax rise

WT News Service: v
Millions of people in South Africa
staged a general strike on Novem-
ber 4 in protest against the imposi-
tion of a 10% indirect tax, in the
largest strike in the country's
history.

According to a report in the
Financial Times (Nov. 5), the
Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU), the largest
trade .union federation, said 3-4m
people stayed away from work -
70-80% of the industrial work-
force.

In the first day of the two-day
strike 15 miners were Kkilled in a
gold-mine in the Orange Free
State, and tens of others lost their
lives in further clashes in the fol-
lowing week.

The strike, called by Cosatu and

the ANC, was also supported by
the Pan Africanist Congress and
its affiliated trade union, the Na-
tional Congress of the Trade Un-
ions (NACTU). Jay Naidoo,
Cosatu general secretary, said anti-
apartheid groups had won an
* ~overwhelming vote of support''
in what was " “almost a referen-
dum'’, according to the Financial
Times. He demanded that the
government enter immediate nego-
tiations with the trade unions, the
ANC and other anti-apartheid
groups on economic policy, threat-
ening further mass action.

According to Reuter, 20 politi-
cal organisations and groups in
South Africa agreed on 30 Novem-
ber to hold joint talks on the Con-
stitution.

Open letter to European workers,

union leaders and anti-fascist militants

By Farhad Besharat secretary of the
International Federation of Iranian
Refugees and Immigrants Councils

Europe has been hit once again
by the malaise of fascism. The
event of only past few months
have vindicated this bare fact
beyond contention. 700 arson
attacks on houses and camps
of refugees and immigrants in
Germany, as well as many
similar incidents in France,
ltaly, Denmark and Sweden,
together with parliamentary
and democratic victory of
outright racist political parties

in most European countries

show that fascism is not a
future possible danger, but a
living and powerful menace in
the present Europe.

Refugees and immigrants:
the scapegoats

wages, deterioration of social
security and welfare system
are the breeding grounds of
fascism. But the capitalists,
their politicians as well as the
fascists themselves try to put
the blame on anything but the
above factors.

If we do not work, they will
accuse us of living off the
taxes paid by the employed
Europeans. If we work, then
they claim we have stolen the
job opportunities of unemploy-
ed Europeans. You know well
that we, like yourselves, have
not stolen anybody’s jobs. Any
person who works, produces
much more than what he con-
sumes. The very patriot and
nationalist capitalists, who in
pursuit of more profit close

are the ones who are stealing

jobs and cutting down the

livelihood of many.

In Germany, they blame the
previous regime in the east for
the rising unemployment and
fascism, concealing the fact
that in France and Sweden,
which never had such a re-
gime, too, exists unemploy-
ment and fascism. They would
do anything to conceal the
capitalist nature of the present
social miseries. We are the
scapegoats.

A few frank words
with union leaders

The only social force capable
of effectively combating fas-
cism is the working class. This
we know. We also know that
the present workers organisa-
tions and trade unions in Eu-

WT News Service:

In a letter of protest to the Iranian government representatives in Cana-
da, the Human Rights Committee of the Canadian Auto Workers
(CAW), Local 27, expressed its support for the struggle of the Iranian
workers, strongly condemning the anti-labour policies of the Islamic
Republic government. The following is the text of the letter, signed by
Subhi Alwan, chairperson of the Committee:

On behalf of the Human Rights Commiittee of the Canadian Auto
Workers Union, Local 27, | wish to express my deep concern
about the problems that the working class are facing every day

in Iran.

We, as Canadian waorkers, strongly condemn the

violations of workers rights in Iran and the anti-labour policies of

your government.

We condemn the draconian labour legislation of Iran which
treats the working class like slaves and does not recognize their
rights to withdraw their labour power in order to achieve fair
wages and better waorking conditions.

We call upon the Iranian government to put an end to its
continuous violations of internationally recognized labour rights.
Should you continue to ignore the rights of lranian workers, we
will request from (ILO) to expel the Iranian regime from this

conference.

In closing, we support the struggles of our Iranian brothers
and sisters to achieve the labour rights that would safeguard

their dignity and freedom.

Police move in to
break Renault strike

WT News Service:

The strike at Renault's car plant in
Cléon in France which began on
17 October, ended after police
moved in to disperse the picket
lines, reports Sara Aslani, Worker
Today correspondent in France.

For almost three weeks the
strike dominated the current issues
in France. It began over demands
for a pay rise of 1500 francs a
month and the payment of an out-
standing profit-sharing benefit.
The feeling of indignation among
the workers was running so high
that, as one striker put it, it was
initially the workers who pushed
the union forward and not the
other way round.

Picket lines were set up at the
plant gates all throughout the
strike, blocking entry and exit of
people and trucks. The strikers
made it clear that the picket lines
would stay as long as management
refused to talk to the workers’
representatives. The management,
on the other hand, had made the
opening of talks conditional on the
lifting of the picket lines.

During the strike, the CGT,.

which was leading the strike with

the backing of the CFDT, was
target of a campaign of propagan-
da and tirade by the Renault man-
agement, government and mass
media. * * A provoked band passing
off as union which wants to bring
Renault to its knees by an illegal
and aggressive action'', *~ We will
not bow to the terrorism of those
who have learned nothing from
what happened in the East'', were
some of the abuses hurled at the
strikers and the union.

Solidarity with the strike was
expressed, among others, by the
metallurgical union of Brazil. The
workers in other Renault plants
and the industries nearby also
expressed support.

After the police action, an ag-
reement was drawn up by the
unions and the management which
called for only a 224 franc benefit
rise and a payment of 1,000 francs
after workers return to work. The
majority of workers at a meeting
was against returning to work,
despite union recommendation.
The agreement was finally signed
between the management and three
unions. An earlier decision to fire
six workers was also withdrawn.
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® Challenges facing the Canadian workers
Jean Claude Parrot, national president of the
postal union, talks to Worker Today p.11

® On the Toronto transport strike
Angelo Stellato, from the transport workers'
union local, talks to Worker Todav p.10



