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being, alongside the policy d
naked repression, to force worker: "
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ances through the state-controlled:
Islamic Councils. 5

There was another reason for)
the renewed desirability of thes
Islamic Councils for the govern-§

‘ment. In their opposition to the.

irst draft of the Islamic labour;
aw, workers had raised two basic,
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Government and corporations
want to deunionise the workforce

in Canada

Jean Claude Parrot, National President of the Canadian

Union of Postal Workers (CUPW), talks to WT'

Jean Claude -Parrot isv' the
Canadian Union of  Postal

National President of the
Workers  (CUPW). Aram

Moshir, Worker Today co-worker in Canada, talked to
Jean Claude Parrot about a number of issues concerning
the Canadian labour movement and the current strug-
gles of the postal workers. Excerpts:

Worker Today: Could you tell us
about the general situation of the
Canadian labour movement?

Jean Claude Parrot: The Canadi-
an labour movement is going
through a difficult time, in view of
the pressure that exists in Canada
for a strategy of cheap labour
pushed by all the corporate sector
and the federal government in
place. This strategy of cheap la-
bour is taking place through the
agreement on free trade, as well as
through contracting out of workers
and deregulation. All these
schemes are there with a view that
at the end either you lose your
job, or if you keep the job, they
become part time, non-unionised,
or low-paid jobs. But what is
encouraging -is that the workers
still believe that they are entitled
to a better share than what is go-
ing on right now. I think eventual-
ly they will succeed to turn things
around, but I think for many it is
necessary to get rid of the govern-
ment at the same time.

WI: What are the key demands -
and central issues of the Canadi-
an workers?

J.C.P: The key issue:is finding
ways to protect their jobs. There
are a lot of other issues: all kind
of protections that are needed in
the collective agreement; also the

issue of wages, because inflation
has been hitting workers very hard

in recent times. There is also the’

issue of health and safety which
needs to be addressed more strong-
ly.

The major difficulty for the

-workers is that many of the things

they used to have are now being
attacked very viciously. For exam-
ple, the protection under different
workers’ compensation boards for
injury on duty. Some employers
are bringing up cases in courts all

‘the time now. There is an overall

attack on the general protections
that workers have succeeded in
obtaining through the years, either
through their fight as a union or
even -through political pressure,
etc.

WI: We had many strikes and
labour actions last year, and
there is also a big strike coming
up this summer, like the postal
workers and the public sector.
How do you assess these strug-
gles?

“J.C.P: The struggles are in my

opinion necessary.- They are not
easy. You have got a government
that is pretty arrogant and is im-
posing its policies for the federal
public sector. The postal workers

-are addressing the issue of whether

we want the Post Office to remain

a service to the public, or in busi-
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ness to make profit for the benefit
of the few. The minute they make
profit they sell it to the private
sector, the purpose being simply to
transfer the revenues to the private
sector. To me it is the kind of
struggle that is not easy when you
have got a government that is
determined to please the corporate
sector.

WI: How do you see the future
of the labour moment in Cana-
da? Do you think that the exist-
ing system needs a fundamental
change?

J.C.P: The labour movement in
Canada I believe is still strong, but
obviously with some limitations.
There is a need for change in the
sense that the Canadian Labour
Congress (CLC), for example,
needs a better image vis-a-vis the
public, in the sense that it should
not be an organisation that some-
times almost looks unknown, al-
most seems just normal for the
CLC to say something in favour of
workers or against the govern-
ment. I think what you need is
changes that will give the CLC a
better image in front of the public;
a greater credibility; and that
hopefully will happen in the next
CLC convention. o

The other thing about the labour
movement in Canada is that work-
ers are still ‘organised - about

40%. In the US it is 17%. The
labour movement in Canada is a
lot under attack because of that. It
is obvious that the policies of this
government and of the corporate
sector in Canada are to de-unionise
the workforce in Canada, to bring
it to the level of the US. It is
unfortunate for us-that they don’t
do the reverse, i.e. to try to in-
crease the unionised workforce in
the US. :

I am pretty confident in regard
to the labour movement, but we

~cannot fall asleep-and -there: are

certain things that need to be done
continuously.

WT: What are your expectations
from other labour organisations
in solidarity with your strike this
summer?

J.C.P: Already, the support is
growing in the sense that we al-

‘ready have the labour movement

participating in writing to Canada
Post, to the government, to adopt-
ing resolutions, to talking to their
membership to publicize our strug-
gle. So even before the struggle
has started, there is already a lot
of groundwork that is being laid
by the labour movement. That is
very encouraging for us. I think
we have never received as strong
a support as we are getting today.

What I expect from the labour
movement is really to ensure that
we have strong public support
during our strike, and to really
explain what the real issues are.
We can’t just count on the media
to do that. A reporter may write
good articles, but the editorial may
put the titles, sometimes kill the

articles; the editorial may be nega-.

tive; they may put in the same
page the good article from a re-
porter - just to try to turn the
public opinion against us. So there
is a need for the labour movement,
through their publications, their
membership meetings, their con-
ferences, education seminars, -to
talk about the struggle.

WT: -Last April you invited all
the postal workers to attend the
Labor Notes conference in the
US. Tell us a little about the
conference, and what could its

results be for the Canadian la-
bour movement?

J.C.P: The Labour Notes confer-
ence for us is a conference of
activists of the labour movement -
basically rank and file people -
~who want to meet to discuss how-
they can promote the way to fight
back to protect what we have and
to progress instead of going back-
ward. In many cases it has also
helped them to work within their
own union, as to what they can do
to promote the same issues. The
conference is also good for the
leaders in the sense that it gives
you a chance to talk with a lot of
other people that really want to do
something. It is quite encouraging
for a leader to be among a thou-
sand people that believe that you
could still change things, that you
could still make things happen, if
you just put it together, if you
succeeded to organise.

WT: How do you see the place of
an international labour organisa-
tion in today’s world situation?

J.C.P: 1 think international labour
organisations are necessary, if you
are talking about a kind of central
labour body to be affiliated to. We
realize that the corporate sector is
putting the pressure on all the
governments around the world.
They don’t have frontiers. It does-
n’t matter to them where they do
their business, as long as they
make money. Because of that there
is a need to have some strong
relationship with the workers in
other countries.

It is very important that the
international labour movement be
alive and active, because I don’t
think there is a choice. The corpo-
rate sector is choosing a country
‘where the workers are the less
paid as a place where to'do their
business, and to transfer their.
business. It is very important that
in those countries we encourage
the workers to stand against this
kind of oppression and cheap
labour, and to increase their stan-
dard of living instead of us de-
creasing ourstandard of living and
all . becoming poor around the
world,

WI: What is the prospect of
reform within the Teamsters
Union? How do you evaluate the
future changes? = :

J.F: One of the key things is to
keep the right to vote. The people
who were running the union have-
n’t really changed; they arestill
introducing their ‘friend George
Bush to speak to them. But what
has changed is the situation that
they are having to deal with. Now
they are having to deal with the
rank and file. So they are having
to adjust their positions. This was
very interesting because there is
already reform that has been going
on within the union and the Estab-
lishment of the Teamsters has split
into two different camps. During
the convention they were both
trying to woo the Carey supporters
and the TDU members to go with
them because they were trying lo
compete on who was the most
reformist. Even the Establishment,
through the constitution commit-
tee, put out reforms that decreased
the amount that some of the top
officers make. They have put in
the constitution secret ballot elec-
tions for regional teamster bodies,

and they have also decided to sell
the jet planes! They are playing to
the reform agenda and trying to
sneak through -things that they
don’t think people will know

.about. Everybody is moving in the

same direction because they are
forced to by the prospect of a rank
and file vote. So as long as we can
keep the right to vote, and as long
as the rank and file are going to
bave a say who the leadership is,

the winds of reform will continue

to blow. :

WI: There are some gquestions
and discussions regarding the
uncritical support that TDU has
given to Ron Carey and the
question that this might weaken
the position of TDU within the

‘Teamsters Union and its constit-

uencies. What is your view?

J.F: 1 think that TDU has basical-

ly been a set of principles and a.

set of ideas; it has been a rapk file
agenda, a progressive agenda for
changing the union. Now that
there are actually people running
and we are seeing that people are
playing to our agenda - whether it
is Ron Carey or R.V. Durham
fone of the old leadership’s candi-
date] - the TDU needs to continue
to be an independent force. It
doesn’t need to: compromise its

principles at all, or make them a
back seat to any particular politi-
cian or political leader. But I think
it is a new situation and we also
have to deal with how to best .
advance those principle. For exam-
ple, one of the leaders in the union
that made this whole thing possible
was John Morris. He had a large

.Tegional bloc that followed him.

He was the person who helped
make the difference in getting the

- strike-benefits increased, etc. So I

felt very fine in having an alliance
with him because it was an alli-
ance based upon principles. Any-
body who is going to promote the
same things we are promoting, we
should be for on that issue. -

WT: Do you feel that it would
weaken the TDU’s pesition in
any regard? To what extent can
you say there are differences
between the TDU politics and
Ron Carey’s politics?

J.F: 1 think that anyone that runs
in terms of a candidate is going to
have to run his own campaign.
That is not just true in the Team-
sters but anywhere else. I think
TDU has had a good influence on
Carey, and for that matter, on
Durham! They are competing to
try to see who-sounds more re-
formist.

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles pub-
lished in the English section, the
Persian section of this issue
includes:

® Unemployment in iran - a
statistical report ¢ On the Inter-
national Labour Organisation (iLO)
- article @ Interview with Bahram
Ahmadi, labour activist from iran
& Workplace reports: Kimidaro
{Hoecht) pharmaceutical workers

and Metal Industry workers in
Iran protest about conditions and
voice their grievances @ Inter-
view with Jim Benn, coordinator
of the Federation for industrial
Retention & Renewal in the US ¢
Workers occupy Elpaso textile
plant.in the US @ Letters to the
editor: - Events in Iragi Kurdistan
& its lessons - On the 35-hour
week.

News of workers’ struggles
around the world are published in
more detail in the Persian section.
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‘Workers and

(Part One)

the Islamic Councils

by Reza Mogaddam

[The following is the first of a series of articles on the Islamic Councils
of Labour which will appear in several issues of Worker Today.]

A short background: How
workers’ councils became
Islamic councils

Through their struggles and strikes
during the 1979 revolution, work-
ers in Iran set up Workers’ Coun-
cils. These councils took over the
control and running of many plants
during the revolution and particu-
larly after the February 1979 up-
rising. To counter this council
movement and distort the councils,
Islamic forces, soon after the up-
rising, set about labelling them
Islamic Councils. This was their
first measure on the way to their
total distortion and capture. What
most people then naively consid-
ered to be a mere addition of
word, and therefore not worthy of
resistance, later events proved to
be a huge concession. The Islamic
forces utilized this to severely
restrain the actions of the Work-
ers’ Councils who had now taken

. control of the factories. They took

advantage of this concession to
bring the actions of the Workers’
Councils into line with the inter-
ests of the new bourgeois regime;
to restrict the goals of the Work-
ers’ Councils within the narrow
framework of policies still tolera-

' ble by the new Islamic govern-

ment; to purge the councils of
communist workers, who were
now council representatives, under

" the pretext that the councils were

now Islamic; to bar militant work-
ers from intervening in the affairs
of the councils; and to ultimately

: capture the councils, turning them
| into .yellow, anti-working class

organisations.
The worker rank and file

' showed little or no resistance

against the effort to label the fac-

tory councils ‘Islamic’. However,
it defended the work of its coun-
cils which clearly ran counter to
the policies and interests of the
government. The most conserva-
tive sections of the workers de-
fended the activities of the coun-
cils by attributing them to Islam;
something which delayed their
eventual distortion and seizure for
some time - in some factories up
untii June 1981. This was the time
when the Islamic regime launched
a bloody wave of terror, mass
executions and severe repression.
At this time Islamic Councils,
even those which were explicitly
obedient to the Islamic govern-
ment, were dissolved.

Islamic Councils’
renewed importance

After summer of 1981 the govern-
ment took up the policy of naked
aggression in confronting the
workers’ movement, thus making
even its own Islamic Councils
redundant. As workers had suf-
fered severely from the mass fir-
ings, arrests and executions, the
Islamic regime believed that it had
pushed the workers so far back as
to be able to force upon them
whatever it desired. The govern-
ment’s having the nerve to come
up with a labour law, whose first
draft was an explicit document of
workers’ slavery, was based on
this mistaken belief. Workers’
massive protests in late 1982
against the first draft of the labour
legislation invalidated the govern-
ment’s conjectures regarding the
workers’ movement, forcing it to
revise its policy of sheer suppres-
sion against the working class.
Against a background of growing

Vprbtests to the first draft of the

labour law, the government set
about rapidly building Islamic
Councils, even resurrecting "the
ones it had dismissed a year earli-
er. The Islamic Councils came up
with some halfhearted criticisms of
the draft labour law. These were
blown up by the government
through its mass media; the aim
being, alongside the policy of
naked repression, to force workers
to voice their protests and griev-
ances through the state-controlled
Islamic Councils.

There was another reason for
the renewed desirability of the
Istamic Councils for the govern-
ment. In their opposition to the
first draft of the Islamic labour
law, workers had raised two basic
demands: first, the government

1vY. .>|D)A \FZ a)L&:a ‘f3'> le )Y Amdws

ernment, firstly, put an end to the
workers’ lively and vigorous strug-
gle over the labour law; it deserted
the field of a battle which it itself
had sparked off - a confrontation
for which the government was
totally unprepared, since workers’
massive reaction had caught it
completely by surprise. Secondly,
it won a breathing-space during
which, while preparing a new
draft, to redefine its policy against
the struggle over labour law. It
had to undertake such a revision in
view of the second demand, name-
ly workers’ call for participation in
the drafting and approval of the
labour law. Bowing to this demand
was as hard, or even impossible,
for the government, as rejecting it
outright. So recalling the Islamic
Councils - initially a contingency

MAH#MO
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should withdraw the proposed

labour law; second, workers
should be allowed to take part in
the drafting and approval of the
labour law. By withdrawing the
first draft - which represented a
rapid surrender in the face of the
workers’ first demand - the gov-

measure to rapidly contain the
protests to the first draft - turned
into a permanent policy of the
Islamic Republic. Thus the Islamic
Councils were brought to the
stage, assigned with the role of
“‘workers’ representatives’’ in the
drafting and approval of the labour

law!

The government’s failure to
suppress the workers’ struggle in
other fronts testified to the failure
of the policy of sheer suppression.
1982/83 were the years of a resur-
gence in. protest actions and
strikes. The great Tobacco work-
ers’ strike, which was viciously
suppressed by armed guards, took
place at this time. The Islamic
Republic was forced to revise its
policy of sheer suppression in this
field too, completing it with the
objective of harnessing and derail-
ing the struggles. In other words,
it extended its policy on the pro-
tests over the labour law, to its
overall policy of confronting the
workers’ movement.

In the second draft of the labour
law, a whole chapter had been
devoted to Islamic Councils. The
aim was to give them an official
recognition at par with other state
organs and institutions. But the
labour protests which already in
early 1984 anticipated an active
year for the workers’ movement
(the highest figures for labour
protests in the past seven years are
from 1984-85) deprived the gov-
ernment of the opportunity to tie
the authorization of the Islamic
Councils to the process of final
settlement of the struggle over
labour law. Thus in spring 1984
the chapter on Islamic Councils
was separated from the draft la-
bour law and proposed to the
Islamic Assembly as a separate
bill, entitled ‘‘The Act of the
Islamic Councils of Labour’’. The
Act was approved by the Islamic
Assembly in January 1985, and the
following month by the Council of
Guardians. The Election Statutes
of the Islamic Councils were is-
sued by the prime minister in
August, and in October the Cabi-
net approved the Act’s Execution
Procedure, proposed by the La-
bour Ministry. Thus the Islamic
Councils officially and legally
became part and parcel of a set of
organs which are the executives
and spokesmen of the policies ‘of
the Islamic Republic in the work-
ers’ movement.

(To be continued)

Teamsters convention in the US
Joe Fahey, Teamsters Union Local President, talks to WT'

The 24th Convention of the Teamsters Union in the US
(the International Brotherhood of Teamsters), was held
in the last week of June in Orlando, Florida. Joe Fahey,
President of Teamsters Local 12 in Watsonville Califor-
‘ nia, talked to Ali Javadi, Worker Today co-worker in the
US, on the results of the convention and the prospects
of change within the union. Also discussed was the US-
- Mexico-Canada free trade agreement and its conse-
" quences for the workers in North America. For reasons
of space, here we publish only the part of the interview
on the convention. The discussion on the free trade will
be published in our next issue. Excerpts:

Worker Today: You are affiliated
to the Teamsters Union which is
estimated to have about 1.6m
members and is one of the larg-
est unions in the United States
and North America. It is con-
trolled, as you know, by a very
right-wing oriented and corrupt
administration. Changing it has
been the effort of the progressive
trends within the Teamsters.
Could you talk about the con-
vention that you had recently

and the main items on its agen-
da?

Joe Fahey: 1t was a very interest-
ing convention, because this is the
first convention that has been
under democratic processes. The
people going to the convention
were not going to elect a new
national leadership, but only to
nominate a new national leadership
under the rules imposed by the
government. There were three

strong candidates. What you had
W4as a very open convention com-
pared to the years past. It was OK
to have disagreements; the minori-
ty candidates were not afraid of
walking in the halls and getting
beat up! Two very interesting
things happened.

The first thing that happened
was that on the first day Billy
Mccarthy, the head of the union,
introduced a lot of speakers, etc,
and he introduced George Bush

‘who had a video message for the

Teamster Convention. He was
booed. He was booed by people
from all three camps. Under the
old guidelines of the undemocratic
Teamsters Union, even though
people may have felt that way
about Bush, they wouldn’t have
booed him. Five, ten or 15 years
ago, the new leader of the union
had already been selected in a
small meeting, and people were
just going there to give their stamp
of approval. And however people
felt, they were -afraid to say it
because they were afraid of retri-
bution and reprisals - for not going
along with the programme.

The other thing was that, as far
as I know, this is the first time
that policies that were recommend-
ed by the established leadership of
the union were rejected. [This
happened on the] proposal to give
the rank and file the right to vote
on riders -and supplements: The
truck drivers have what are called
master agreements and any chang-
es are negotiated in separate riders
and supplements. The position of
the union and the constitution has
always been that people don’t have
the right to vote on riders and
supplements; you may vote on a
perfectly acceptable master agree-
ment and you may get a supple-
ment that withers away and reduc-
es what you already thought you
had voted for. That is very undem-
ocratic. But proposals put forward
by TDU people [Teamsters for a
Democratic Union] in past conven-
tions have always gotten shot
down by a large margin. But this
time the Carey forces, as well as a
regional force from Pennsylvania,
were for it - a very strong bloc.
Between these forces you still
didn’t have a majority but you had
enough - may be-about 35 to 40
percent of the delegates. Those
two forces made.it possible for
other people to vote according to
their consciences, vote for what
they thought was right rather than

what they thought was going to
win. They jumped over and got us
the first vote that went against the

leadership and for democracy. It

was not just a minority Carey
position or TDU position, but was
the position of the majority of the
people there. .

There was a proposal from the
constitution committee to increase
the strike benefits - which had
been frozen for about 15 years at
45 dollars a week, for the first
four weeks, and 55 dollars a week
after that - to 100 dollars. But the
Carey people [Ron Carey is the
TDU-supported candidate], we
moved to increase the strike bene-
fits after the fourth week from 100
to 150. Then the Pennsylvania
coalition said 200 dollars. Again
there was a vote and there were
more people who were willing to
vote for increased strike benefits
than those who were willing to
blindly follow what they were
being told to-do.

To me, those two things make
this convention very historic.
Things like democracy can some-
times seem abstract, but when you
see them in practice, I think al-
most everyone liked it.
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| job security and are paid the

IN BRIEF

Chile

Over 9,000 workers at the
Chuquicamata copper mine in
Chile began a strike action on 1
July. demanding higher pay,
shorter working hours and a
rise in the annual holidays. The
strike is the first mass action by
the mineworkers since last year
when the new government came
to power.

USA

Workers of DCB Aparel
garment sweatshop in El Paso
have been on strike since the
end of April, demanding union
recognition and a contract. The
workers, who are mainly
Mexican immigrant women,
work without health benefits or

minimum wage. The strike,
which has been combined by
occupation of one of the sewing
shops, is led by the Internation-
al Ladies -Garment Workers
Union, and supported by La
Mujera Obrera - according to a
report in Labor Notes,
published in the US.

France

The number of unemployed in
France during 1991 has
increased by 105,000 people -
according to newly-published
figures - bringing the total
number of people presently out

of work to 9.4 per cent of the
working population.

Peru

Tens of thousands of Peruvian
workers staged a general strike
on 18 July in protest against a
new austerity package by the
government. With the extension
of the protests, the government
moved in to ban strikes. Since
last year workers’ purchasing
power in Peru has fallen by
75%.

Iran:
brickyard
workers’
strike wins

WT News Service:

Thousands of brickyard workers in
north western Iran won wage
increases after a series of strikes
during the months of May and
June.

According to a report by the
Communist Party of Iran, a week-
long strike by workers of 80 brick-
yards in the Sanakh and Sardrood
regions resulted in piece-work pay
rises from 2,300 rials ($1.6) to
3,000 rials ($2.14) for every 1,000
bricks made. The workers also
won a number of other demands,
including the provision of drinking
water facilities. The strikes in

other regions have followed a

similar course.

Wave of strikes in Turkey

Over 600,000 workers protest for better conditions and pay

WT News Service:
With the breakdown of talks be-
tween the Turkish trade union
confederation Turk-Ish and the
employers, more than 600,000
workers have since early June
begun an all-out strike across all
the major industries throughout
Turkey - reports Behzad Safari,
Worker Today correspondent -in
Turkey.

Beginning with a walkout on

June § by 95,000 workers in the
capital Ankara and in the city of
Diyarbakir, the strikes rapidly
spread to other major cities, joined
also by the workers of Yul-Ish and
Petrol-Ish unions. The strikers,
who are demanding wage rises and
overall improvements in condi-
tions, have warned that they will
begin a general strike by the end
of July if the demands are not
met.

The present wave of strikes
comes in the wake of a massive
surge in workers’ struggles over
the past year. ‘‘One million work-
ers have been on strike since the
beginning of 1991”°, writes the
daily Giinaydin. Compared to the
whole of May ‘‘the number of
labour protests doubled in the first
half of June”’.

Prominent in the strikes have
been the workers of metal indus-

Iran’s Islamic Councils court the I1LO

WT News Service:

The 78th annual conference of the
International Labour Organisation,
held in June in Geneva, was also
attended by a 35-member delega-
tion from Iran as ‘‘the representa-
tives of the government, employ-
ers and workers’’, headed by
Hossein Kamali, the Labour Min-
ister. The ‘‘worker team®’ of this
delegation, who are picked by the
government-affiliated  Islamic
Councils of Labour, was led by
Alireza Mahjoob, general secretary
of Worker House, a state-made
body which leads the work of the
Islamic Councils and Islamic Soci-
eties.

Speaking to the official weekly,
Kar-o-Kargar before leaving Iran,
Mahjoob said ‘‘One of the objec-
tives we will pursue in this visit is
to negotiate with the Moslem
countries’ worker groups with the
aim of building a Moslem Coun-
tries Trade Union”’.

At the conference, a member of
the “‘workers’ team’’ by the name
of Ahmad Moshirian, in his

speech praised the new Islamic.

Republic labour law, i.e. the same
law which for the past year has
been the target of severe denuncia-
tion by a large number of labour

The Iranian delegation at the 78th ILO conference

organisations across Europe and
the USA for its anti-worker and
reactionary nature. Also, despite
widespread protests by the workers
in Iran at the low level of wages,
Moshirian, banking on the un-
awareness of conference partici-
pants of the condition of workers
in Iran, claimed that ‘“Workers’
direct participation in the determi-
nation of their minimum wage
through their representatives in the
Supreme Council of Labour, has

brought about a better balarice
between the minimum wage and
the costs’’!

We wish to remind our readers
that in January by adopting a float-
ing exchange rate, the value of the
Rial fell by almost 1,350%! Even
counting in the token rise of
20,000 rials ($14) in the minimum
monthly wage, this has dealt a
severe blow to the current pur-
chasing power of the workers in
Iran.

Tragic death of Daniel Vltry, French
railworkers’ leader

WT News Service:

Daniel Vitry, communist worker,
prominent leader of French Trans-
port workers, founder of the
French Railworkers Coordination,
and a leader of the Lutte Ouvrier
organisation, died of Cancer at the
age of 46.

Daniel Vitry began work in the
French Railways in 1965. In 1968,
along with a number of his com-
rades, he founded the Lutte
Ouvriere (Workers’ Struggle). At
that time he was active in the
railworkers’ section of the C.G.T
union, but because of disagree-
ments with the policies of the
C.G.T leadership left it to join in
1973 the CFDT union. Until the
end of his short life, he remained
secretary of the rail union in the
Paris south-west.

In the magnificent French rail
strike in 1986, Daniel Vitry played
a key role in building the French
Railworkers Coordination and was
elected as the workers® spokes-

person. The Coordination move-
ment made the right of deciding
on the fate of the strike, its direc-
tion, and the formulation of the
demands, directly the prerogative
of the strikers’ regular general
assemblies. It worked for the ex-
tension of the strike and the uni-
tary organisation of all sections of
the rail workers, against the craft
unionist tendency From then on,
‘Coordination’, characterised by
reliance on general assemblies,
took root among the French work-
ers strike movements.

Following the rail strike, some
CFDT leaders, aiming to punish
Daniel thry, tried to remove him
from his union post. However,
thanks to the firm support of the
union rank and file, Daniel Vitry
retained his position.

Up until when disease finally
drained all his strength, Daniel
Vitry kept up his fight. His death
is no doubt a great loss for the
French labour movement.

tries, railways and road and trans-

port. Following the firing of some
of the workers, the demand for the
reinstatement of all sacked workers
has been added to the other de-
mands.

Turk-Ish is set shortly to an-
nounce the date of a general strike
should the talks fail again. So far
a number of major unions includ-
ing Turk Metal have said that they
are ready to join a general strike.

American
workers call for
the expulsion
of the Islamic
regime from

the ILO

WT News Service:

Coinciding with the convening of
the ILO conference in Geneva in
June, the workers of the American
Federation of State, County &
Municipal Employees (AFSCME),
Local 1108, passed a resolution to
express their solidarity with the
Iranian workers, declaring ‘“We
demand that the ILO expels the
regime of Iran for its clear and
continuous violation of internation-
ally recognized labor rights. We
believe that it is an insult to the
workers that a criminal regime
sends its representatives as the
‘workers’ representatives’ to the
ILO conference.”

The resolution strongly con-
demned the execution of labour
activists, calling for strike and
organisation right for the workers
in Iran.

Also  in France, the Force
Ouvrier (FO) union, in a letter by
the general secretary Jacque
Cubaud to the Iranian embassy in
Paris, denounced the execution of
labour activists in Iran. In part of
the letter it is stated ‘‘Mr ambassa-
dor, we cannot find words strong
and explicit enough to denounce a
regime which ridicules the basic
rights of its citizens and makes
such an insult to human life
therefore demand a stop to the
executions and the recognition of
the right to strike and to freely
organise for the Iranian
workers...we assure you that our
union is determined to use all
means to bring to the attention [of
the public] the conditions enforced
upon the workers in your country
and to support all those who in
Iran are fighting for setting up free
unions
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