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of Mexican labour is organised, .

and, are there mdependent la-
bour orgamsatmns" o8 i

people have ‘been organizing in
trade unions in some branches of
the economy. The point is. that
although this is growing, it doesn’t
reflect real unions. [ think there is
a growing impact of what we call
paper trade unions. They have the
contract, they receive their quar-
ters, but never have meetings,

never have assemblies, are never

involved in real defence of work-
ers. At that level I would say no
-more than 23% of the work force
is now organised in trade unions,
which is a little more than the:
situation in the US. But it is much

lower than the Canadxan expen-4

ence.

WT: You talked about interna-
tional labour solidarity in your
‘speech yesterday. How can an
Iranian immigrant worker sup-
port . the labour movement - in
Mexico?

A.A: I think the Iranian immigrant

workers can follow the problems
of the Mexican workers when they

look at the changes takmg place in-

the oil industry. We are alsoin the
middle of a restructuring process
in the oil areas and oil countries.

Just to understand what is going
on with the Mexican struggles,
what are the ways in which we are
resisting - the offensive of capital
and the possibility of having some
relations to support each other in
the struggles.

“You knowthat&ere are alotof

Mexicans living in the US without

rights, without the possibility of
organizing and suffering from

bémg employed in the lowest-rank .

jobs in the US. It is extremely
important to build some linkage
with the Mexican community and
the immigrant workers in the cities
of the US.’
WT: What is the way. forward
for the workers under the pres-
ent conditions?

A.A: I think the working people
need to view the problem interna-
tionally. We cannot advance. with-

out some reflection on the prob-:

lems raised by. centrally-planned
economies, and also without look-
.ing at the process of restructuring.
in the capitalist economy. For the
-working class the point is that we
are entering into a more globalized
-economy than ever and that we
need to rebuild the international
sohdanty Itis gomg to be needed
in the near future.

WT: Any message to the work-
ing people on May Day?

A.A: We always celebrate May.
Day in Mexico. We have demon-
strations against capital and the
economic policy. We have now
chosen to move, to confront the
free trade negotiations. We do not
want free trade, privatization, the
process of defeating all these so-
cial gains that the working class
has struggled for. We want a wage
increase immediately. These are
very short term proposals to reor-.
ganize the movement, but it can be
very important for the coming
future. Because now we are trying
to focus the trade union movement
into the real problems that we are

facing: the problems of austerity,

free trade, wage devaluation and
the worsening of working condi-
tions.. =

From page 12 .

| Interview with

A.A:: An increasing number vof :

Amin Baghen

'such a thmg is agamst Islamlc

principles, that you.should defend
the government, raise productivity,
go to war and get killed, and so
on. :

WT: What base do the Islamic

COIIIK:I'S have among workers" <

‘A.B: None whatsoever Even if
we could say that 5 per cent -
probably - followed them, this, for

the workers in question, would be-

out of desperation and for fear of
losing their jobs. This is mainly
the case with unskilled workers
‘who are fearful of their future.
Workers sost out their problems
through their - underground . net-
works and their particular connec-

tions. The Islamic Society has no
other function but that of  the
regune ’s baton and a govemment

spying organ.

WT: Howhnslmldmg

general
assemblies an established tradi-

.tlon ‘among workers’

"A.B: General assembly is a good %
form, but provided the workers of

a workplace are so strong as to be
able to enforce it on the manage-

nient and Islamic Society. We.
~have .in fact two kinds of general

assembly: one which - workers
themselves set up, from below; the
other is called by the Islamic Soci-
ety, their objective being to single
out militant workers. These are
controlled assemblies; in fact a

trap. It is otherwise with general

assemblies set up, for example, in
the Melli Shoe industrial group by

-all .the workers. Here you can’t
.arrestSOOworkersand throw them

in gaol.

WT: What are the workers’
most pressing demands?

A.B:
says, barely a month after starting

a job, is that his or her wages are .

low. Since, whatever pay rise. the
worker might get, you also have,
at the 'same time, a rocketting
inflation. Another demand is the
call for job grading, which gives
the workers an opportumty to’ get
a wage rise. . -

Next comes the questmn of
working hours. Workers now
work more than they did under
the Shah’s regime .- 14 hours a
day! On :top of the ordinary 8
hours, you have to do at least 4
hours overtime, to be able to ‘pay
the huge monthly rents. In large
workplaces - whose work force the
government fears - workers call
for two-day weekends [instead of
the present six-day work week],
and a 40-hour week. But we
should bear in mind that today the
question of inflation and the call
for higher wages is the most im-
portant, with the demand for
shorter work week coming next.

WT: What is your view on the
demand for a 35-hour week?

A.B: I am not against it. Actually
I am for a 25-hour week. But the
problem is that this is only a wish.
So long as there is not a powerful
workers’ organisationempowering
the worker to enforce his or her
will on the government, 35-hour
week will only exist on paper. It is

The first thing a worker
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then just a demand, and we have
raised many such demands without
achieving any of them - the reason

" being lack of an executive power.

Our most powerful weapon is
organisation and strike, which we

. lack. If we had them, we would

pick a couple of our representa-

.-tives and call for a 35-hour week,

and if they didn’t accept it, we
would strike the next day through-
out Iran.

WT: You could use the same
argument on demands for -pay
rises.. You could say, since we
don’t have an organisation, S0
getting a wage rise is not feasi-
ble; we should not even call for
it.. -

A.B: We have many demands. We
accept that:there should be a 35-
hour week; we want wage rises.
But the point is that since we do

- not have an enforcing power, these.

will remain merely demands. We
carried - out- dispersed . protests

many times, and we were suppres-

sed; we did not win our demands.

‘There are many examples. .

WT: What is your opinion on

- the Islamic Republic’s new 1a-

bour legklation.

- AB: Ewill not accept a law draﬁ-

ed and legislated by some top-- -
brass mullah. A law not approved: -
_ by the genuine representatives of

the working class, by workers’
councils and organisations, lacks
validity. This labour law of the

-Islamic Republic was only a bunch

of files being tossed around from

- one state organ to the other. The

only thing good in it is this 30-day.

-annual -holiday. But I am sure
they’ll attach so many strings and .

ifs and buts to it that they’ll find a
way not to grant it.

WT: What did the print workers
that you were in contact with say
about this legislation?

. AB: As far as I could see, none -
- of the workers was in favour of
- this law. There was a discussion

among us then that whenever the

. government wants- not to give
. something, it writes a law for it. If

the government really wanted to
give the workers their social
rights, it would at least not crush,
ban and destroy their labour orga-
nisations. A law which is legislat-
ed while the representatives of the
working class are in gaol, have

‘been hunted down and executed,

and who have had no part whatso-
ever in its draﬁmg, lacks all valid-

ity.

WT: d like to ask you a more

general question, What are the
main tendencies among the Ira-

nian workers, or at least the
print workers with whom you

were more closely involved?

A.B: Two tendencies can be ob-

served. One, whose pre-occupation

is not the working class; it is pre-
occupied with its own past; works
for certain reforms; but even here
it is not successful and ends up
practically on the same side as the
Islamic Societies. This is the so-
called right tendency, from which
we have suffered a lot.

The other tendency are workers
who understand that we are living
in a class-ridden society, and that
the struggle against the ruling
classes has been going on histori-
cally. This tendency exposes the
nature of the Islamic Society for
what it is and believes that the
working class should have its own

organisations, its own representa-
tives, - unions, and international
links with workers every where. A
situation in which when disaster

strikes, even the worker next door .

doesn’t get to hear, should not be
allowed to exist.

WT: How influential is tlus radi-
cal tendency?

A.B: I can’t give you figures, but
it exists as a spontaneous tendency
among workers. It rejects the
Islamic Society, for example. It
criticizes: the right-wing in the
workers’ movement. Only recently
I read in Worker Today that print
workers were involved in a protest

against the officials of the print

workers co-op. Well, these offi-
cials are precisely the same right.

The radical tendency has much
influence, not as an organisation,
but, rather, in the form of the
influence of its ideas, in the form
of - networks among workers.

What is the inﬂuence of
socmlist and communist ideas -

among workers in Iran?

this. Particularly ‘since 1981/82,

- tworkers have been asking them-
- selves what role they have in this
society; to which class socialism

belongs: They have come to resl-

< jze that it is the means of struggle

of their own class.- Today the
advanced worker has arrived at the
conclusion that if they themselves

don’t take action, if they are not .
able to organise themselves - the

workers of 2 factory and the work-

ers’ movement as a whole - it-

would be futile to expect anything
from other [social] currents. The
labour movement istoday develop-
ing with its own material and
mechanisms. This can be clearly

.seen in, for example, the print

industry or -other places which I

_have been in.contact with.

WT: lf you wouid,' right thié
moment, go to the workers and
ask them about communism,

‘what would they say?

A.B: To give you an exact reply,
I would have to divide workers
into three gronps fxrst ‘the ad-

vanced workers who have always
stood for communism and for the
workers’ taking social power.
Second, a middle group, which
has its doubts about communism.
Some of them say these are good
ideas; others, pointing to the col-
lapsed Socialism in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe, say
“‘so this was socialism!’’ The third.
group are- those workers who,
under an avalanche of propaganda
{against socialism], have no readi-
ness for these ideas.

WT: What has been the impact
of the developments in the USSR
and Eastern Europe among so-
cialist and communist workers in
dran? .

A.B: Every worker in Iran ac-
quainted with the basics of com-
munism knows that the USSR was
not socialist. And among our-
selves, we have always believed
that the failure of this kind of
‘socialism is just the beginning for
the - victory  of workers of the
-world. We never fell for the illu-
sion that it was socialism that was

‘  defeated. -
A.B: T'm . very optimistic about

"WT: What is your: view on la-

-A.B: I think a heavy task rests on
“the shoulders-of fexiled] Iranian

- workers ‘abroad. -If today in Iran

the neck-tie of a bourgeois is dis-
- turbed- by a breeze, the whole
‘world hears about it and condemns
it. In the meantime many workers
are thrown into gaol and executed,
without the unions [abroad] even
-hearing about.the fate of their
fellow workers in Iran. It is the
duty of active workers abroad to
convey the facts about the labour
movement in Iran and its problems
to the workers of other countries
and build an organic link between
-them. They should be told of the
disaster that has befallen us. This
reactionary labour law of the Is-
lamic Republic should be dis-

" cussed, article by article, with
.. workers’ unions. They should get

. to know that workers have been
executed for fighting for socialism,
. that we have not given up our
-demands and that: they should
support us in our struggle. '@

In the Persian Sactlon

in addition to the articles published
in the English section, the Persian
saction of this issue includes:

oFirst -of May celebrations. by
metal union in lran eSolidarity
evenings with Iranian workers in
Denmark and Sweden eOn 35-
hour week - letter to the editor

_élnterview ~ with.  labour actmst“-'

Andre Balde on the French rail
strike ®Slaughter of union activists
in Brazil eUS rail strike and gov-
ernment intervention eUnemploy-
ment in Germany .- article @inter-
view with Mohsen Saidifar, trans-
port worker and labour activist
from lran

News of workers’ strugg|es around
the world ‘are published in more
detail in the Persian section.
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On US-Mexican labour movement E
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At a conference on the North American free trade agreement, held in early May in Toronto, Aram
Moshir, WT co-worker in Canada, talked to labour activists Jim Benn, Alejandro Quiroz Soriano

and Alejandro Alvarez. Excerpts:

Jim Benn, ex-steel worker, is the coordinator of the
Federation for Industrial Retention & Renewal (FIRR).
He has been organising coalitions throughout the US
Midwest since-1984 in response to plant closures and
the rising demand for grassroots partlcnpatlon in

. ‘economic decision making.

organizing worl(ing class commu-

We are the most important

force in the country

Alejandro Quiroz Soriano is the representative for the
Unified Fishery Workers for the Ministry of Fisheries of
Mexico and the secretary for the International Solidari-

- WT: What is your view on the

Free Trade Agreement?

J.B: Other organisations, particu-
larly the AFL-CIO, almost exclu-

. sively talk about trade restrictions.
. That had two problems for us:

One was that it did not address the

“questions that were closing the

factories “in' the US. The other,
talking about industrial policy as a
problem between nations, made it
‘difficult “'to bring- about unity,
because it argued that it was other
people that were the problem, not

~capital. A genuine ‘trade policy

. Would have to be just and based
: on the mutual development of the

-; tradmg partners ‘The only fréeedom
" “in the "concept of Fre¢’ Trade is

. freedom of capital and’ the’ aboll-

“tion of social standards. * *

“The American- labourunron

! movement in general almost uni-

‘versally is  opposed to thie - Free
Trade concept. The principal rea-

“son is that it will leéad to loss of

JObS What is cntlcal though is

- [not’ to fall into] a protect1omst
reactlonary attitude that'is coming
“"out of the Reagan-Biish 1deo-

:logues Keeping the status quo is
wrong. We should not foster na-
tionalism. And it'is'my belief that

. there is a developing understand-
mg, within the American labour-

. union movement, of the value of
" mutual development as an aspect
_of trade i

i 'WT: What is the general status

of the labour movement in the

-US?

. J.B: It is very bad. Right now
" about 16% of the workers in the

US are in unions - 13% in the
private sector, 3% in the public

" sector. The only area where there

is any kind of growth is in the

:+ public sector where workers have

very stable jobs. .
One of the problems that labour

+ is facing in the US is a problem of
. respect from working class people.

That problem grew from the pro-
cess of de-industrialization .over
the last 10-15 years. While facto-
ries were shut down and thousands

i of workers lost their jobs, the

unions did not appear to be doing
anything to prevent that. Then,
adding insult to injury, since the
workers, after losing their jobs,

¢ were not paying dues any more,

the unions stopped paying attention
to them. The workers were left on

* their own and really alienated.

That, from our. perspective, °s the
principal issue for the American
labour movement. For us the re-
birth of American labour unionism
means that they have to transform

their organizing targets, i.e. no

.. longer be exclusively focused on

P

organizing bargaining units on the
shopfloor, but also focused ' on

nity around issues of economic
justice.

WT: Some labour activists re-
gard the existence of bureaucra-
cy in the unions as the main
obstacle to the development of
the labour movement. What is
your view? What do you think of
the current reform movements -
the New Directions, for instance?

J.B: Reform movements are based
upon the internal life of democracy
within ‘the organrzanon of “the
union. 'Ihey ‘are "good* of bad' de-
pending upon the character of the
reform they are demanding. Sim-
ply having access to power does
not nécessarily mean that the inion

‘would be more sophisticated ‘or
more strategically orientated.

" Tknow many people in the New
‘Directions movement in the United
Auto ‘Workers (UAW). [ “think
they"are good people, and glven
the opportumty to run the union,
they ‘may give' thé UAW' a new
direction. But they may not. Tt is
not cut on ‘stone that if they come
to ‘power things’ wxll necessarlly
that theyuhave the right to be an
opposition' within their ~ unions.
What is absolutely critical is. that
they promote and develop democ-
racy within the labour-union
movement. If' they didn’t exist
there may be the' assumption of
power that goes on for generatxons
without change -

WT: Yesterday in the conference
you talked about real solidarity
between trade union movements
of Canada, US and Mexico. How
is this to come about?

J.B: The situation is that all too
often our policy on trade is de-
fined by exclusively national,
chauvinistic interests. And that is
a policy that serves no other inter-
est but the capitalists. The reality
is that capital, " particularly the
multinational capital that is based
in the United States, has no partic-
ular interest in the US or the com-
munities. So for us to be exclu-
sively focused on a nationalistic
view while capital runs . all over
the globe, exploiting global market
places, is stupid. We should be
able to have some level of unity
with the workers in those countries
to urge that those standards be
risen. The only way we can have
economic security in the US is to
know that there is not a labour
market place out there that capital
can exploit to poor us, to lower
our standards at home. If the peo-
ple in the other parts of the world
are not willing to sell their labour
cheap, or have the strength to get
what is. their right, then. capital
cannot have the freedom to exploit
people at the expense of others. H

ty of- this . union.

He represents Mexican Friends

Against the Free Trade Agreement.

Worker Today. What are the
main problems and issues facmg
the working class movement in
Mex1co"

Alejandro Quiroz Sorianc: The
situation for the Mexican labour

‘movement is very difficult, be-
z(:ause ‘the’ government is trymg to

impose very T restrlct laws’ on Mexi-
can workers. In"many ways’ the
Mexican government has violated
workers’ rights. This is due fo a
‘profound social, economic and
political crisis in Mex1co, whlch
has resulted from the: forexgn ‘debt
problem and also the’ faflure ‘ot
Meéxican ¢ econonnc pohcxes Iii tie
last'8 years” en traﬁ’ f"of
wealth has “ificréased. - t

[forelgn capltallsts, 1n assocxatlon

‘Workeérs ‘have seen decreasmg
ownershlp of that “wealth, For
example in 1980 workers had
about 37.5% of the wealth that
was produced in the country, but
in’ 1990 that had fallen to about
25%. B

Another feature of our situation
is unemployment. Now there is a

28% unemployment level which

means 1 out of every 3 persons is
unemployed. The official govern-
ment statistics show that about 20

million Mexicans live below the -
poverty line. This has forced us to:

look for a resolutron to these prob-

lems,

Tradxtronally the Mexican | gov-.
ernment has always | had stiff con--
trol over ‘trade unions, peasant
organisations. and ‘also popular:
orgamsatxons This control system

is not only corporate control but -
also a political system wh1ch hasj
created a one-party system in®

Mexico. Our country is going
through a process of transition and--
‘our aim isto achieve some kirid of |

_our gov nment has done i§ to
[change] the labour” law, ‘the con-%

stitution and also the international .

laws with respect to labour. Fun-.

damentally the right to organise, to.
g0 on strike, to become affiliates
of trade unions has been attacked.

.With respect to the Free Trade :

Agreement things are a little,
different. The trade unions that are

controlled by the government:

support the Free Trade Agreement’
without any conditions. Because
their life line basically is connect-

ed to the Mexican government.
The only way they can keep their
existence is through this support of

the government

WT: Have there been any ‘efforts
by the workers to build their
mdependent trade umons"

‘A.Q.S: Yes. There "have been'a

lot of efforts to orgamse free ‘and
independent trade umons, a lot of
which have been suppressed by the

;government But in the last’ 20
years the number of mdependent

trade unions has increased.’ Thrs
means a great deal of advance for
our country.

WT: Could you tell us about

May Day in Mexico? What : are

‘the demands of ‘the Mexrcan
“workers on tlus day" T, el

oy

'A.Q.S: The First of May celebra-
_tions have been organised by the

government or the official trade

“unions in support of governmentﬁl
'policies. The indepéndent voice5f

the Workers on the First* of Miy
has' been’ repreSSed ‘Théy do 1ot

.~ allow the independent declaration
. of demands by the workers. The
place iri the middle of Mexico City
“where thesé*May‘Day defionstra-
" tions are held are always occupied
by the police and the securxty

armed forces for the day’so’ ‘that
they ‘can 1mpede ‘the mdependent

“trade uriionists from marchmg

towards the centre “of the, ‘city.
Ironically once there was a case
where there were more soldiers
and police than demonstrators!. But

‘usually there are "m'rches orga-

nised by democratrc fre trade

unions.

Labour movement is re-
organising its forces

Alejandro Alvarez is labour economist at the National’
Autonomous University of Mexico and has written:
extensively on the economic crisis in Mexico and the-
‘Mexican labour movement.

Worker Today: Would you tell
us about the general situation of
the Mexican labour mevement?

Alejandro Alvarez: We were

-going through the offensive stage

of the trade union movement after
severe setbacks during the ’80s in
different branches of the industry,
which was the result of the austeri-
ty program signed by the govern-
ment with the International Mone-
tary Fund. We have seen the prob-
lem of growing unemployment,
the economy is completely stag-
nant, and there is also problems
with inflation and the freezing of
the wages. In general the trade
union movement has been trying to
seize this adjustment program and
to _reorganize forces in order to
fight the challenge of new technol-
ogies and industrial restructuring
in the North American region.

WT: Could you tell us briefly
about the living condition of the
Mexican workers?

A.A: If you take into account that
the Mexican wages have lost al-
most half of their purchasing pow-
er in the last ten years you can
imagine that the working class is
living with the lowest wage levels
in the world. I think the working
class in the urban areas are spend-
ing much of their wages on hous-
ing and transportation. Mexico
City is a very big city and usually
workers are not living in the same
area where they work. A worker
who has been working let’s say
nine hours has to spend one and a
half hours in the morning to go to
work and one and a half to return
home at night. Imagine the kind of
conditions for the working class as
a whole. We have a lot of related

industrial injuries. We have seen:

‘the problems of speed-ups in‘pro-

duction, and ‘the decision of the
companies to stop production
without any advice, depending on
the conditions in the market. For
the Mexican working class we
have seen a decrease in their stan-
dard of living and growing prob-
lems in the ability to survive.

WT: Do workers have the right
to strike and to orgamse inde-
pendently?

A.A: Tt is a good idea to refer to
some specific conditions of opera-
tion of the political system in
Mexico. Because most of the un-
ions are officially recognized and
‘at the same time belong to the
official party, i.e. the state party,
if you enter a union you automati-
cally belong to the official party
which is the problem. We do not
have the right to organise indepen-
dent unions. Much of the move-
ment has been developing through
independent unions without official
recognition. In other words it is
important that the workers are not
only demanding an increase in
wages but also the right to orga-
nise independently and for democ-
racy in the unions.

WT: Tell us about the labour
organisations. What percentage

o
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IN BRIEF

Australia

250,000 metalworkers went on
strike on June 13, following
three weeks of scattered
lightning strikes over pay
increases. The metalworkers
were joined by workers from
some mining and electrical
trades industry sectors.
Meanwhile, Australia’s
‘Industrial Relations Commis-
sion’ swiftly granted the metal
employers the right to suspend
strikers.

Finland

Up to 3,500 dockworkers at
Finland’s ports began a strike
action on June 2 after lockout
by the employers.

Britain

North Sea oil unions and
management reached
agreement in principle to union
recognition and pay and
conditions demands. Offshore
workers at North Sea oil were
last year involved in extensive
strike actions over the two key
demands of safety and union
recognition.

Germany

The leadership of German 1G
Metall upion came under severe
criticism at the union’s
centenary celebrations early in
June by angry members
protesting against the invitation
of Helmut Kohl to the
ceremony.

#® German metal unions and
employers reached agreement
on a 6.7 per cent pay rise to be
effective from July 1st.

Carnage in
Latin America

138 labour activists murdered in
Columbia alone over 15 months

Latin America is the world’s most
dangerous place for trade union-
ists, says a report by the Interna-
tional Confederation of Free Trade
Unions (ICFTU), presented to the
International Labour Office (ILO).
In Columbia alone, 138 Iabour
activists were murdered during the
15 months to the end of March.
‘According to a report in Finan-
cial Times, writing on the ICFTU
report, worldwide 264 labour activ-
ists were killed for activities to
promote workers’ interests. Tor-
ture, intimidation and death

threats continued to be part of
every day life for many workers’
representatives.

In all, 72 countries and 2422
instances of detention and arrests
are mentioned. South Africa, Su-
dan and Ivory Coast are among
the most unsafe places for workers’
representatives.  In China, many
independent trade unionists were
still in gaol without charge or had
been “incorporated into the penal
slave labour force”. Denmark,
Greece, the Netherlands and Malta
were cited for restricting union
rights.

What a beautiful bouquet of flowers!

On the labour movement in Iran

Interview with Amin Bagheri,
labour activist from Iran

Amin Bagheri, print worker in Tehran from 1971 until 1989, when he
was forced to leave the country, was among the founders and activists
of the Independent Printworkers Union, built in 1979. The printworkers
union, which mainly sought to gain state recognition, was finally
dissolved by the government in 1982, WT co-worker Mostafa Saaber
talked to Amin Bagheri about various issues concerning the labour

movement in iran. Excerpts:

Worker Today: Could you brief-
ly describe the present situation
of workers in Iran?

Amin Bagheri: The workers’
struggles for economic demands
have been going on continuously -
particularly during the last ten
years. The issues have included
the labour law, introduction of a
job classification scheme, shorter
working week, higher pay, etc.

WT: What are the major prob-
lems encountered by the work-
ers?

A.B: Workers’ essential problem

is lack of organisation. Living as
they do under Islamic repression,
workers of none of the industries
have been able to set up their
genuine organisations. The Islamic
Societies [the government’s reli-
gious-police watchdogs in the
workplaces] have dominated abso-
lutely.

WT: What do you mean ‘‘abso-
lute domination’’?

A.B: The Islamic Societies, as you
know, are the government’s batons
used to crush the organisations
which workers set up. Workers set
up such temporary organisations at

certain times in order to fight for
specific demands. The job of the
Islamic Societies is to spy on and
to inforni about the active workers
involved in building these organi-
sations. In the past ten years,
struggling over a particular griev-
ance has meant putting your life
on the line; it has meant fighting
the Islamic Societies.

WT: You single out the Islamic
Societies. But the government
has set up Islamic Councils, too,
with the ‘Worker House’ organ
at their head. What about these
organs?

A.B: The Islamic Societies are
precisely a section of the regime
itself; part of a specific plan
against the workers. It is only
demagogy when they are presented
in the guise of Islamic Councils, in
the name of ‘‘councils”. All
workers know this. For them,
[workers’] councils had specific
characteristics; they were regarded
by workers as their genuine repre-
sentatives. Now you have the
Islamic Societies which come up
and tell the workers that such and

Continued on page 10

Pressure mounts on the
Islamic regime in Iran

Labour organisations in Europe and USA
denounce violation of workers’ rights

WT News Service:
A growing number of unions and
organisations in Europe and North
America have in a series . of letters
and resolutions strongly con-
demned the anti-working class
policies of the Iranian government.
In the US, following contacts by
activists of the Communist Party of
Iran and efforts by Ali Javadi, WT'
co-worker, the United Electrical,
Radio and Machine Workers of
America (UE), sent a strongly-
worded letter to the interest sec-
tion of the Iranian government in
the US, denouncing the repression
against labour activists. Also the
Utility Workers Union of America
(UWUA), Region V, in a letter of .
protest condemned the execution
of militant workers, expressing its
shock and anger at the creation of
“slave conditions for working peo-
ple in the late 20th century”. Local
#1990 of the American Federation
of Teachers (AFT) in a resolution,
referring to the denial of strike and
organisation right for workers in

Strike hits
railways

WT News Service:

A national strike by railway work-
ers on 14-15 and 23-24 May, calied
by five rail unions, disrupted traffic
in Paris suburbs and across the
country, reports Sara Aslani, WI'
correspondent in France.

The strike on May 14 came as
parliament assembled to consider
a new bill on retirement regula-
tions. For the rail - workers the new

Turkey:

Iran, execution of labour activists,
institution of discriminatory laws
against working women and the
denial of basic human and labour
rights for immigrant Afghan work-
ers, called for the expulsion of the
Iranian government from the Inter-
national Labour Organisation.

In Canada, a recently held con-
gress of the Party of Socialist
Struggle denounced the Iranian
regime for the denial of strike and
organisation right for Iranian work-
ers and the execution of labour
activist Jamal Cheragh-Vaissy.

In Austria, the women’s organi-
sation of the Austrian Federation
of Trade Unions (OGB) sent a
letter of protest to the Iranian
Ambassador in Austria.

In France, in a letter to the
Iranian Ambassador in Paris, the
International Solidarity and Spon-
sorship. Committee (CPSI), de-
nouncing the execution of workers,
called for “a labour law, which
recognises the basic rights of Irani-
an workers, to replace the . Islamic
Republic labour law”.

French

proposals would raise the retire-
ment age to 55 - for engine drivers
- and to 60, for other rail workers.
The proposed changes come at a
time when jobs are also continu-
ously being cut in the railways.
Among other demands of the
workers were pay rises and deter-
mination of wage levels according
to skill. 75 to 95 per cent of the
rail workers took part in the ac-
tion. =

Mass rally against
unemployment

WT News Service:

Tens of thousands of workers
marched through the Turkish town
of Bursa on June 2 in protest
against mass redundancies and
firings, reports Salman Kashi, WT
correspondent from Turkey.

. As many as 60,000 workers took
part in this rally called by Turk-Ish
union. Speaking to the crowd, the
union’s leader Shevket Yilmaz
referred to the termination of the
contracts of 500,000 workers of the
industries in the south. He said

that the coming days would see
further rallies and meetings and a
series of strikes.

A number of workers shouting
militant slogans were attacked by
the police, and over 500 were
detained for questioning in police
buses. Among the slogans chanted
by the demonstrators were “bread,
peace, freedom”, “radio and TV
belong to the capitalists, the streets
to workers”. Hours after the end
of the rally, the police were still
controlling the main streets, stop-
ping and searching the pedestrians.

On

US and Mexican labour

movement Worker Today talked

to labour activists
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