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WORKER TODAY

Palestinian workers, in the aftermath
of US war in the Middle East

Interview with Marty Rosenbluth, labour activist in Jerusalem

Marty Rosenbluth, of the Centre for Trade Union Rights
in Jerusalem, talked to Ali Javadi, Worker Today co-
worker in the US, about the effects of the US war in
the Middle East on the situation of Palestinian workers.

Excerpts:

Worker Today: The US war in
the Middle East is over...

Marty Rosenbluth; 1 think it is a
myth to say that the US war in the
Middle East is over. You still have
tens of thousands of US troops in
the region. Even more important-
ly, now the US is going to take
the opportunity to push its agenda
in the Middle East. What this war
has shown is that the US will
pursue its foreign policy regardless
of what its effect is on the region.

WT: What has been the impact
of the war on the immigrant
workers in the Middle East and
the Gulf area?

M.R: Hundreds of thousands of
workers have been displaced, put
out of their jobs, and forced to
leave the countries they were
working in. Very few of them
have been able to return. Most
were. forced to flee without taking
their life savings, without receiv-
ing any compensations from their
employers. This is true in all the
Gulf countries.

WTI: Is there any account of
casualties on the workers? Do
you have any statistics on that?

M.R: Nobody has counted. No
one has even bothered to count the
bodies. Nobody has any idea of
the extent of the civilian and
military casualties, or, for that
matter, of the number of migrant
workers who were killed. I
wouldn’t even want to guess how
many workers were killed in Iraq.

WT: What about the fate of the
Palestinians in Kuwait - those
who left and those who stayed in
the country?

M.R: Those who left before the
US troops went in are mostly at
this point in Jordan. Very few of
the Palestinians who were working
in Kuwait were able to return to
the occupied territories because

they lacked the identification
which are issued by the Israeli
mxhtary

Many of the Palestinians who
lived in Kuwait were refugees
from 1948. Where are they going
to go? They don’t have a country.-
In Kuwait many of these Palestin-
ians have been there for 30 or 40
years, many. were born there, they
are second- and in some cases
third-generation Palestinians. But
they have no citizenship, they are
just migrant workers. Many of the
Palestinians in the West Bank can
tell you stories about family mem-
bers of theirs who were born in
Kuwait, who after living there for
20 years were just kicked out
because their services were no
longer needed.

WT: How about the Palestinian
workers in the occupied areas?
How were they affected by this
war?

M.R: The entire West Bank and
the Gaza Strip were put under

curfew by the Israeli military for
basically the whole period of the
war. For 7 weeks constantly the
entire occupied territories were
under round-the-clock curfew. All
the factories and the workshops
were closed and no workers were
able to get to their jobs, with only
very few exceptions. Farmers
were not able to gather their
crops, and even if they could, they
were not able to bring them to the
market. -

The workers who worked in
Israel were not able to get to their
jobs. And even now the govern-
ment has imposed all kinds of new
restrictions.

In a lot of factories which have
only recently come under union
contract, the owners are now fir-
ing the workers covered by union
contract and bringing in new
workers. When the union goes to
them and says you cannot do this,
this is illegal, they say, “Well,
what are you going to do? Are you
going to the military government
and have us arrested? What can
you do?”

WT: What has been the position
of the Histadrut on the Palestin-
ian workers?

M.R: As always the Histadrut [the
General Federation of Workers in
Israel] has had a rather negative
role in its capacity both as an
employer and as a trade union. In
its capacity as-a trade union, His-
tadrut has done absolutely nothing.
They have refused to support the
workers who are being dismissed,
and have not provided services to
workers who have lost their jobs,
etc. As an employer, they are
doing exactly what other Israeli
employers are doing, i.e. trying to
replace Palestinian workers with
Soviet Jews. The Palestinian work-

ers who have worked for EG (the

huge cooperatives run by the His-
tadrut) for about 20 years are just
being dismissed without any kind
of compensation. The position that

the Histadrut is taking as employer’

is this: these workers didn’t come
to their jobs so they are considered
to have quitted their jobs.

WT: Could you explain the re-
placement procedure that the
Israeli government has been
imposing recently and to what
extent has it been implemented?

M.R: The Israelis are trying to
implement a plan that they have
been trying to implement for many
years without success. What they
are trying to do is, by offering
incentives to employers and to
Jewish workers, and by a system
of fines against employers who
hire illegal labour, to force em-
ployers to replace the Palestinian
workers. But this has never
worked in the past. The Palestin-
ian workers are still fitter than the
Jewish workers. Furthermore,

Jewish workers do not want to
take these jobs. Because Palestin-
ian workers have been so cheap
for so long, the government and
the employers have had no incen-

tive to modernise the industry.

WI: How many Palestinian
workers have returned since the
war broke out?

M.R: It changes every day. The
government has had to continually
increase the number of Palestinian
workers let in, because Jewish
workers are not getting these jobs,
especially in the construction in-
dustry. Right at the end of the war
the government was letting in
6,000. Now they have steadily
increased this to 10,000, 20,000.

WT: How has the US war affect-
ed the labour movement in the
occupied terntones" We know
that it was on the rise before the
crisis started.

M.R: All that it did was to enable
the Israelis to do the things they
have been trying to do for many
years. For instance, since the
curfew was imposed, the General
Federation of Trade Unions has
been unable to meet. .

Officially there is no curfew in
the West Bank and in the rest of
the occupied areas but because of
all the new system of permits it is
almost impossible to get from the
West Bank into Jerusalem. Even
the Palestinians who have permits
have often been turned back at the
border. George Hazbun is the
assistant general secretary of the
General Federation of Trade Un-
ions, and has a permit to enter
Jerusalem, but last week he was
turned back.

WI: What about the ideological
implications of this war. What
position does Arab nationalism
have among the Palestinian
workers?

M. R: The General Federation took
a slightly different position last
year than the main stream of the
PLO. The General Federation’s
position here is, as was expressed
in a letter to the Palestine Trade
Union Federation in Tunis, that
the PTUF should not have come
out in support of Iraq. They said
‘“Look_we don’t support the US
military presence in the Gulf, But
at same time the population that is
living under occupation . cannot
support another occupation.’’ They
felt that the PTUF should take
another position.

But obviously Arab nationalism
plays a role. People felt that the
US was getting involved in inter-
nal Arab affairs that it had no
business being involved in.

WT: Has Arab nationalism been
strengthened by the recent
events?

M.R: 1 think it has definitively
stirred things up, The problem at
the moment is that, at least at
governmental level, the Arab
world is much more divided than
it has been in the past. One of the
things about this war is that the
Arab states are behind the US-led
coalition. But even if you look at
it purely on a structural level the
legal Arab states would split.

In all of these countries you had
massive popular support against
the US-led coalition.

WI: What is the influence of
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Islamic fundamentalism among
the Palestinian workers?

M.R: In the population as a whole
there is definitely an increase in
Islamic fundamentalism - primarily
in the Gaza Strip. But so far, the
fundamentalists have not come
forward with any programme for
workers as workers. Even though
workers may in fact, in terms of
personal beliefs, be fundamental-
ist, politically, in terms of their
grievances, they still have no place
to turn to except for the General
Federation of Trade Unions.

WT: How do the Palestinian
workers view this latest diplo-
matic activity by the United
States in the aftermath of the
war?

M.R: The workers are reacting in
the same way that the population
as a whole is reacting. As a
whole, people are very sceptical
and I think they view the role of
the US as what it has done for
many years: to protect Israel in the
United Nations and the internation-
al comminity. People feel that the
United States is an obstacle to
peace in the Middle East. The
United States is waving the UN

flag in support of its foreign policy -

agenda in the Middle East. It was
largely this hypocrisy that led
people to say ‘‘Well the enemy of
my enemy is my friend.” So, I
think that people don’t put a lot of
faith into US peace initiative.

WT: Let me ask you a different
question. What do you think
about Bush’s ‘New World
Order’ and what -does it mean to
workers in the area?

M.R: The New World Order is a
nice sounding bait for election
campaigns and for the television.
But what they mean by this world
order is that: a) the US can use its
military force to push its foreign
policy agenda and b) to control
important resources like oil.

WTI: Has the war changed the
way the world views the Pales-
tinian workers? .

M.R: The position of the Palestin-
ians was to a large extent misrep-
resented by the West. What the

war has done is to restore the
image of Israel as a beleaguered
democracy in the Middle East.

All of a sudden three years of
human rights violation during the
uprising, and all the human rights
violations that have occurred in the
occupied territories since 1967,
don’t exit any more in terms of
world public opinion. The Europe-
an Community is moving away
from sanctions that it had imposed
on Israel when they closed the
universities. These sanctions have
now been lifted. It is now much
more difficult to get an audience in.
the US and Europe when Palestin-
ians talk about human rights viola-
tions in the occupied territories.
After years of struggle, the Pales-
tinian unions finally forced the
western trade unions to listen to
their grievances, to recognise
Palestinian unions as legitimate. It
is difficult to say now what effect
the war.is going to have on the
ability of the Palestinian unions to
get a voice overseas. It is going be
difficult to tell how the war is
going to affect the International
Labour Organisation. Now, I
imagine that the ILO conference
coming up this June will spend a
lot of time dealing with civil repa-
rations for the Kuwaiti workers
and the whole problem of other
groups in the region and not just,
as in the past, with the problems
of . Palestinian workers. On that
level the war has certainly. had
effect.
WT: What can other workers do
in support of the Palestinian
workers and what do you need
at the moment?

M.R: The most important thing is
for you to get the American unions
to have a more balanced Middle.
East policy. The American unions’
have for many years had very
strong ties with the Histadrut. Itis -
long overdue that they set up fra-
ternal relations with the Palestin-
ians in the West Bank and the
Gaza. Strip. -

On a more immediate basis, the .

American unions need to raise the -
whole question of what happened .

to the Palestinian workers during
the war and also, because they
have -strong relations with the
Histadrut, to use those ties to say

to bring about improvements in the : -

situation of the workers.

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles appearing in
the English section, the Persian sec-
tion of this issue includes:

@ First of May in lran @ Unofficial
fabour by Iranians in Japan ® Kurdish
leaders’ talks with the central govern-
ment; supplement: the 11 Maich
1970 plan @ Role of Kurdish national-
ism in the Kurdish tragedy ® Japa-

: nese workers: death from overwork @ o B
Don't strike for six years! - A look at - |-,

the Canadian Atlas Steelworks con- | :

tract ® Unemployment in Canada -.a {.:'

report @ Interview with Amin Bagheri,

Iranian labour activist in. the print-,
industry @ Introducing the Brazilian -
CUT trade union @ The movement-for, | -

shorter working hours i in Britain. e

News of workers’ struggles. around_ "
the world- are published in more detall q
in the Persian section.
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WORKER TODAY

Worker Today in second

year of publication

Interview with Reza Moqaddam, WT editor

Reza Moqaddam, editor of Worker Today, is a well-
known Iranian socialist labour activist, and was among
the prominent activists of the 1979-81 workers’
council movement in Iran. The following interview with

him (here abridged) was

published in the - Persian

section of the previous issue on the occasion of the
start of the paper’s second year of publication. Hope-
fully this will be a start to extensive future talks with

Reza Mogaddam over the
socialist movement.

issues of the labour and

Worker Today: Looking at the
paper now, one year on Ssince
publication, how closely does it
resemble the picture that you
had in mind then?
Reza Moqaddam: 1t is still not
what I had in mind one year ago
and what I have in mind now. But
I didn’t expect it to get there in
such a short time either.
WT: What is the ideal picture of
the paper?
R.M: Worker Today should be
able to develop contacts among
labour activists in different coun-
tries, inform them of one another’s
views and facilitate meetings
among them. It should serve as a
platform for labour activists to
voice their views on different
issues of the labour movement. It
should come to be regarded as a
reliable paper among well-known
labour activists internationally. It

should call conferences of such
ACTiviSts over the most pressing

and important issues of the work-
ers’ movement. It should bring to
the attention of the international

labour movement the condition of
Iranian workers, their lack of
rights, and the savage repression
that is exercised against them by
the Islamic Republic government.
Worker Today. should be a relent-
less defender of workers’ revolu-
tion and all that is needed for this
revolution. It should turn into a
political weight in the Iranian
labour movement; the government
and its Islamic Councils and
Worker House should feel its
pressure upon themselves still
more.

Looking at Worker Today now,
one year after the start of its publi-
cation, we see that it has taken
steps towards these goals, and in
certain areas has made rapid head-
way. If we are to give an assess-
ment, I would say it has been a
successful paper, even at this
stage.

WZ: What sort of a reception
has it had among the Iranian, as
well as the non-Iranian, reader-
ship?

R.M: When Worker Today began
publication, there was no newspa-
per of the same kind being pub-
lished abroad. Therefore it did not
need to compete with similar pa-
pers to win over their readership.
It fulfilled a particular need and
was therefore welcomed. Of
course, the paper’s style of presen-
tation, as well as the many inter-
views it has published, have also
contributed.

It has been well-received also
among labour activists internation-
ally. It is now distributed in 16
countries, and is turning into a
platform among labour activists; it
is facilitating their coming into
contact with each other. The paper
has become the most important
means for bringing labour issues
in Iran to the attention of labour
activists abroad. At the same time
it is helping to change their con-
ception of Iran, by showing that
there is a working class in Iran;
that workers struggle over their
grievances and for their rights,
who get arrested, and who are
executed for their activities; that
there are auto industries with thou-
sands of workers working in them,
and so on. The paper is turning
into a centre with which labour
organisations and activists get in
touch for information about the
labour movement in Iran.

WI: What problems are you
encountering in publishing the
paper? What can a sympathetic

reader do to help Worker To-
day?

R.M: Worker Today can keep up
publication if it can sustain itself
financially. This is the only thing
that may pose a problem for the
publication of the paper. The fi-
nancial status of a newspaper
depends, of course, on its circula-
tion. At-the moment Worker To-
day is faced with the problem of
distribution and this is where it
needs most help. So one way of
improving the paper’s financial
situation is to raise its circulation.
However, a fundamental solution
to the economic problems of the
paper would be for it to receive
assistance from labour organisa-
tions. ;

The financial difficulties of the
paper have limited its capacity to
do the things that it wishes to do
towards its objectives. For
instance, the objectives of Worker
Today require that the paper be
sent, in large numbers, to unions
and labour publications in many
parts of the world to inform them
of the condition of the working
class in Iran.

WT: Going through the pages of

WORKER TODAY

An Intesnationalisi ' Workers Paper

-

We cannnt lise *
on these -uuu!’" AN o e o ®
= e e cean®
'47'/« o ?-( N\'_ﬂ o) soilees
- 5\\\\“ AsL O A
of P —
< ot - / & Germanworkers want =
VEZ A& 35 hour week now S
»
'3 &
.
® Tt
2 g ¥, g
z % =
Eg “4:,:‘ a
£3 5
&3 2 o s
g The lakwur wevemeed ln the Ryt ] o =
E 15 worde » {updaumesiel L2
£ O soucuat e WAV 3
1 e for diffevemt S w
o) o 2
]
{
z

Worker Today one is struck by
the relatively wide-spread con-
tacts which exist with important
sections of the labour movement
in Europe and the USA. How
have you formed them?"

R.M: These are contacts which the
activists of the Communist Party
of Iran have formed with the la-
bour movement in Europe and the

*USA. The paper was first promot-

ed by them, and at the same time
became a means by which to
maintain and strengthen these
contacts. But Worker Today has
now itself become an instrument
for contacts among people who
intend to work in this field.

WT: Does Worker Today have
close contacts with active Iranian
workers who now live abroad?

R.M: Yes. This paper is an impor-
tant tool for Iranian workers who
want to do labour activity abroad;
it both furnishes them with materi-
al to work with and gives coverage
to their activities. It provides them
with a platform in which to voice
their views on the issues of the
workers’ movement, and informs
them of the views of other labour
activists. Most of the interviews
published in the paper have had
this function. :

The example of the discussion
over the 35-hour week issue [pub-
lished in the Persian section] pro-
vides. a rare case in the Iranian
labour movement where workers,
through their own signed articles,
are debating on this issue. This is
an important step forward; it pre-
pares the activists of the workers’
movement to stand up and defend
their own views on a social scale.
As a matter of fact, without this
the political maturity of the Iranian
workers’ movement and its assert-
ing itself in society would be very
difficult. B

From page 12

Islamic Councils...

‘incidents’ at the workplace.

Even more shocking are the
conditions of elections to the Is-
lamic Councils, which can only be
compared with the conditions of
admission to the military-religious
‘Revolutionary Guards’ army
(Sepah-e-Pasdaran).

‘“c) Belief in and practical alle-
giance to Islam and the Velayat-e-
Faghih [‘Rule of the Clergy’], and
commitment to the Constitution of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.
(Note: With regard to Jewish,
Christian and Zoroastrian minori-
ties, allegiance to the Constitution
suffices.)

d) 'No sympathies for illegal
parties, organisations and groups,
and groups opposed to the Islamic
Republic.

¢) Iranian citizenship.

' f) Honesty. Not reputed as mor-
ally corrupt. :

g) No links with the previous
regime. Free of penal convictions
resulting in deprivation of social
rights.”’ (Article 2)

Working within the framework
of these religious, racial, ethical
and political conditions, a special
Board, in which the majority is
held by the Labour Ministry and
the employers, vets the ‘compe-
tence’ of candidates to Islamic
Councils. Only then, according to
Article 3, may Islamic Council

elections take place, with the su-
pervision of the Labour Ministry
and according to its election stat-
utes.

Dissolution

Besides enumerating the complex
conditions of ‘competence’, ‘ap-
proval’, etc, the bulk of the Act is
devoted to specifying how an
Islamic Council which ‘‘deviates’’
from its duties will be dissolved.
Article 22 talks of a Board
‘“formed by the Labour Ministry”’
which is to ‘‘determine the devia-
tion of the Councils from their
legal duties, and to dissolve them-
**, The Islamic Council is, accord-.
ing to Article 10, accountable to
this Board. And Article 4 reiter-
ates that “‘If the Council deviates
from its legal duties, it will be
dissolved by the decision of the
aforementioned Board.”’

The fear that Islamic Councils
may be taken for something they
are not, permeates every Article of
the law. According to Article 15,
the formation of Islamic Councils
in large workplaces - which in-
clude such industries as oil, elec-
tricity, steelworks, copper, etc. -
requires the approval of the Su-
preme Council of Labour. Seven
years on, no decision has yet been
taken!

No credibility

It is not hard to imagine what
attitude the workers, who already
have the experience of the years
1979-1981 in building their own
genuine councils, would have
towards the Islamic Councils -
particularly if we bear in mind the
fact that these state-made organs
were introduced essentially in
opposition to that experience.

In the past seven years few
labour struggles have broken out

which have not been at the same
time direct or indirect challenges
to the Islamic Councils. Not few
of the protests have had as their
main or even sole demand the
dissolution of the Islamic Council
and/or dismissal of its officials.

What the Islamic regime calls
Islamic Council elections, are in
fact charades to force workers to
the ballot box. The results that are
to be pulled out of the boxes are
already known. Some Islamic
Council ‘“‘elections’” have had to
be re-run a number of times be-
cause of workers’ boycott.

“The government’s attempts, and
particularly the efforts by the
heads of the regime’s ‘Worker
House’ organ, to enable the Islam-
ic Councils to gain credibility
among at least some sections of
workers have been totally aborted
due to the radicalism of the work-
ers’ movement. For instance, the
workers’ effective boycott of last
year’s official First of May cere-
monies (which the Islamic Coun-
cils had been put in charge of),
clearly re-affirmed this fact.

Razmy, head of one of ‘‘the
most successful Councils’’, recent-
ly stated in the official weekly
Kar-o-Kargar,‘‘Workers’expecta-
tions are high, while the resources
of the Council are limited. After
two years’ work, members of the
Islamic Council fall out of favour
with the workers.”’

In “one quarter’

of the workplaces

The fact that the Islamic Councils
lack credibility among the workers
is the most important factor which
makes them not to be taken seri-
ously by the management either.

Most managers do not regard
the Islamic Councils as ‘the other
wing of the production unit’. They
are even considered a nuisance
because of their extreme Islamic
tendencies and ‘unwarranted inter-
ference’. Razmy further com-
plained, in the same article, that
“the Islamic Councils ... take
blows, sometimes from the man-
agement and sometimes from the
employees.”’

Last September, Moshirian,
general secretary of the bureau for
Workers and Employers Organisa-
tions at the Labour Ministry, re-
vealed to the Islamic Republic
News Agency that Islamic Coun-
cils had been set up in only about
1,400 of the over 5,000 enterpris-
es covered by this law. He des-
cribed the reasons for the failure
as “‘lack of human resources”’ and
‘‘lack of an independent budget”’.
He added that the Labour Ministry
was determined to remove the
obstacles in the way of the Islamic
Councils.

Re-training

Since the appointment of Hussein
Kamali, the most famous personal-
ity of the Islamic Councils, to the
post of Labour Minister, a more
or less new development has start-
ed in the life of the Islamic Coun-
cils. This has consisted of bringing
the Islamic Councils still closer to
the government and the Labour
Ministry, reducing or eliminating
-their incongruity with the needs of
the management, trying to win
practical recognition for them as
the ‘“‘workers’ legal representa-
tives’” on the part of the manage-
ment and governmental bodies,
strengthening the Worker House

(the head of the Islamic Councils
and Islamic Societies) financially,
organisationally and legally, and,
finally, trying to establish them as
‘‘the representatives of Iranian
workers’’ at international forums.

Thus, having despaired of win-
ning recognition for the Islamic
Councils among the workers, the
Islamic regime is trying to estab-
lish them as obedient organisations
by the side of its Labour Ministry.
The insertion of the Islamic Coun-
cils and the Worker House as the
“‘only lawful labour organisation’’
in the recently-enacted labour law,
was the most important step in this
direction. Furthermore, for some-
time now the Labour Ministry has
been running courses to *‘explain
the job’’ of the Councils to their
activists. There is even talk of
relaxing the restrictions in the Act.
And during the past two years the
government’s Worker House has
tried more actively to extend its
international relations.

But the workers’ struggle
against the Islamic Councils is
bound to continue and increase,
since in their daily struggle over
their grievances, workers are con-
fronted with the obstacle of Islam-
ic Councils, and with other organs
of the capitalist state apparatus. If
lack of organisation is a principal
weakness of the labour movement,
the struggle against these repres-
sive state-made organs and their
sweeping out of the way is a vital
element in the workers’ struggle to
create genuine labour organisa-
tions. Exposing and barring the
Islamic Councils from international
labour organisations is an impor-
tant aid to this struggle of the
Iranian workers. B
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IN BRIEF

United States

The first US railroad strike in
nearly a decade, involving
235,000 workers, was brought
to an abrupt end as the US
President and Congress issued a
back-to-work order. The order
came less than 16 hours after
the strike started. The compa-
nies and workers have been
given 65 days in which to settle
the dispute through an arbitra-
tion panel. '

Canada

About 200 to 300 Canadian
auto workers, Local 252,
staged a week-long sit-in at
Caterpillar Canada to protest
the company’s decision to phase
out its Canadian operation by
the end of the year with the
loss of 350 jobs.

Turkey

A month-long strike by 8,000
employees of the state-owned
THY Turkish airlines was
joined by 2,500 airport workers
over a pay rise demand of
around 600 per cent. The strike
has grounded most of THY’s
flights. In Istanbul 2,000 work-
ers demonstrated in protest
against the President’s threats
to sack the strikers and shut
down the airlines.

Britain

Leaders of the North Sea oil
workers’ strikeshave threatened
to establish a separate union
unless the official unions agree
to the creation of a new joint
offshore body - according to a
report in the Financial Times.
Last year’s offshore workers’
strikes centred around the two
issues of safety and union rec-
ognition.

New Zealand

100,000 New Zealand workers
~demonstrated on April 4 to
protest new anti-union legisia-
tion under approval by the
parliament. The protests came
as 50,000 teachers began a

"Turkish

nationwide strike.

Solidarity with Iranian workers

International Union of Food & Allied Workers:
Execution of labour activists, most
drastic violation of labour rights

WT News. Service:

In a strongly-worded letter to the
Iranian embassy in Bern, Switzer-
land, and to the Islamic Republic’s
mission in Geneva, the Interna-
tional Union of Food and AHied
Workers®  Associations con-
demned the execution of labour
activists in Iran and called on the
Iranian government to respect
internationally recognised labour
rights. The following is the full
text of the letter.

M. Sirous Nasseri
Representant Permanent
Mission de la Republique
Islamique d’Iran

Chemin Petit-Saconnex 6
Case Postale

1211 Geneve 19

Geneva, April 25, 1991

Dear Mr. Nasseri,

I am writing to express our stron-
gest protest against the arrest and

execution late last year of Mr.
Abdollah Beyvaseh, a member of

the Bakery Workers’ Union in
Marivan, which has recently come
to our attention. We understand
that this is not an isolated case and
that ‘other labour activists have
been executed.

Our organization is an internation-
al federation of trade unions in the
food processing, beverage, tobac-
co, and hotel and catering industry
with 250 affiliated member organi-
zations in 90 countries. Our main
concern is the defense of the inter-
ests of workers everywhere, in
particular of food and allied work-
ers, and the defense of their basic
rights as workers, as citizens and
as human beings.

We are deeply shocked by the
execution of labour activists by
your government. It is hard to
imagine a more drastic violation of
trade union rights, democratic
rights and human rights. We call
on your government to respect
internationally recognized stan-
dards of labour rights, to cease all
executions of active trade unionists
for peaceful activities flowing

DISK union leader
returns to Turkey

WT News Service:

exiled oppositionists,
among them leaders of the trade
union DISK, which was: banned
following the September 1980
coup, with many of its leaders and
activists being arrested, tortured,
and executed, have begun return-
ing to Turkey. The return of the
activists comes in the wake of a
general amnesty ratified last month
by the Turkish Parliament, leading
to the release of many political

prisoners.

Arriving in Turkey in the com-
pany of his lawyers, Akram
Aydin, General Secretary of
DISK, later took part in the first
DISK meeting. The union’s law-
yers, who have been campaigning
for several years for the lifting of
the ban on its legal and public
activity, say that there will soon be
a court ruling on DISK’s right to
legal public activity. =l

Islamic Councils: target of seven
years of workers’ opposition

The following is the slightly abridged version of the
article.by Mostafa Saaber which was published in the
Persian section of the May ‘91 issue.

“If we liken the production unit to
a bird, the management and the
Islamic Council are its two
wings.’

This is the most delicate defini-
tion possible of a reality in Iran
known as the Islamic Council,
recently voiced by one of its func-
tionaries, Ali-asghar Badban - the

same person who for the past few
years has been attending interna-
tional labour conferences, as part
of the official Iranian delegation,
passing as ‘the representative of
Iranian workers’.

The facts about the Islamic
Council, however, are much more
horrific.

A workers” organisation,
or a military force?

The ‘Islamic Councils of Labour’
Act, approved in 1985, outlines a
series of duties for the Islamic
Councils - from ‘‘promoting a
spirit of co-operation among the
employees’’> down to ‘‘co-opera-
tion with the Islamic Society™’, i.e.
the state’s police-religious watch-
dog in the factories. Article 20 of
the Act says:

““The Council should inform the

from their commitment to their
fellow-workers and to release all
political prisoners presently being
held.

Yours sincerely,

Dan Gallin
General Secretary

HAYDI
1MAYIS
1978 &

A DISK Firstof May poster

concerned authorities and make the
necessary co-operation with regard
to social aspects of incidents.”’

It is unlikely that even the yel-
low unions in early twentieth cen-
tury Russia or the Mafia-controlled
unions in the US would so explic-
itly describe their jobs as inform-
ing on, and ‘co-operating’ with the
‘concerned authorities’ over social

Continued on page 11

Congress of United
Socialist Party
in Germany:

Send worker
inspection
teams

to Iran

WT News Service:

A recently-held congress of the
United Socialist Party (VSP) in
Germany passed a resolution de-
nouncing the violation of workers’
rights in Iran and calling for la-
bour inspection delegations to be
sent to Iran. The following 1s the
text of the resolution.

Whereas the Islamic Republic
regime of Iran:

- Does not recognise the right to
strike, '
- Does not recognise the workers’
right to organise freely,

- Has executed hundreds and im-
prisoned thousands of labour activ-
ists,

- Has imposed very severe
living and working conditions on
the Iranian workers, -

- Has instituted - discriminatory
laws against womien workers,

- Has legalised child labour, .

- Has executed Jamal Cheragh-

Vaissy, a utility worker, union
activist and an organiser of the
May Day ralhes in Iraman Kur-
distan,

We participants‘ in the congress of
the United Socialist Party:.

- Strongly condemn the anti-work-
er policies of the regime of Iran;

- Demand the release of all polltl-
cal prisoners in Iran,

- Demand the right to strike’ and
freely organise for the Iraman
workers, :

- Demand a hlgher standard of
living and working conditions for
the Iranian workers, .

- Demand that the regime of Iran
be expelled from the International
Labour Organisation,

- Call on the German Federatlon
of Trade Unions (DGB) to take
measures together with trade un-
ions from othér countries, repre-
sentatives of 1nternat10nal organi-
sations and Iranian labour activists
in exile, to send inspection delega-
tions to Iran. ' ’

® On the situation of Palestinian workers

in the aftermath of US war
Interview with Marty Rosenbluth p,_1.Q :

® Worker Today starts second year of
publication Interview with the editor p.11
e = = ———— == ___—==]




