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in fairpess, in fair play or in the
welfare of the workers. They were
interested in supporting the com-
pany’s attempts to break us. And
the International relied on the
courts to do right. We should not
have put our faith in the courts. It
was a misplaced faith. We should
have just went out and do what we
had to do: organise the rank and
file.

During the course of the strike,
many immigrant workers partic-
ipated in your strike. Could you
talk about the international sup-
port to the strike.

One good case, I believe, is Ber-
muda. Eastern was flying over
Bermuda. The workers over from
Bermuda went over there and
wouldn’t handle Eastern’s opera-
tion because they supported us and
they knew that it would eventually
affect them too. They succeeded in
shutting down Eastern over there,
and Eastern just had to abandon its
whole operation. Over here on our
picket line we got an enormous
number of Latinos, Iranians, Mex-
icans, Salvadorians, some people
from Germany, and Swedes.

With the start of the war in the
Middle East, everybody’s atten-
tion is now fixed on this crisis.
What do you think of this war?

This is a corporate greed war. It is
a war corporations have made
because of their greed, and they
are using workers as soldiers to
fight it for them; just as they were
making workers over here pay for
their blindness, for their expansion
plans, etc.

This war is not right. A lot of
people, working people are dying
~over there. They say we are over
there fighting for freedom and
democracy, which is the same
thing they used during the Vietnam
war. Then they told us a big lie.

I don’t believe what Saddam
Hussein did in Kuwait was right.
And I don’t believe that the United
States’ going over. there is right
either. I think it’s even worse than
what he did.

I went to a rally at the Federal
Building after our little victory-
rally. I was amazed; there was
8,000 people over there. There
were also about 50 demonstrators
for the war. I looked at one of
them, and it just reminded me of a
“mis-guided” missile! He had a
sign that said "Saddam Hussein
kills babies". But the United States
government killed a lot of babies
in Vietnam, and they have proba-
bly killed a lot of babies and fami-
lies in Iraq. I just got the word
that they flew over 7,000 mis-
sions. This probably comes to
about 25,000 or 30,000 tons of
explosives. There is just no way
that when you drop that many
bombs you don’t get innocent
people killed.

They usually use ignorance to
get away with it, and to turn peo-
ple against one another. People
have got to look between the lines
and find out what really is going
on. Don’t depend on the media,
because the media has been influ-
enced. In the course of our strike
I saw them print many many lies.
They omit a lot of stuff. I can also
see it with this war in Iraq right
now. They have flown 7,000 mis-
sions, but you just see thé one or
two photos that they want you to
see. The military is controlling and
censoring everything that is let out
about this war.

Workers arrested ...

First of May rallies of the past
three years in Sanandaj. Last year
the Iranian regime executed labour
activist Jamal Cheragh-Vaissy who
was one of the speakers at the
May Day rally in 1989. And last
autumn they announced the execu-
tion of Abdollah Beyvas, a labour
activist engaged in the work of
building a bakery workers’ union
in the city of Marivan.

The representative of the Kurd-
istan Oganisation of the Commu-
nist Party of Iran (Komala)
abroad, has issued a special com-
munique concerning the latest
wave of repression and mass ar-
rests, pointing out that the objec-
tive of the regime is clearly "to
intimidate and terrorize [the work-
ers] in order to prevent them from
taking part in such ceremonies this
year." 0

WORKER TODAY -

1rFa atiul o1y eyled
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Bar the Islamic Republic ...

trade unionists to condemn the
Islamic Republic of Iran and its
anti-labour policies.

Here we reproduce the main
part of the motion, proposed by
Meg Boustead from the Social
Services Department:

NATIONAL AND LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT OFFICERS ASSOCI-
ATION

CITY OF NEWCASTLE UPON
TYNE BRANCH

BRANCH EXECUTIVE COMMIT-
TEE 19TH NOVEMBER 1990
MOTION

This branch is concerned that:

1. The Islamic Republic of Iran
after eleven years of its establish-

ment, has not passed a comprehen-
sive labour law to recognise the
very basic rights of Iranian work-
ers.

2. Iranian workers have been
denied of any independent organ-
isation and their right to protest
and strike are ruthlessly trampled.
3. In the course of the last eleven
years, a large number of workers
have been jailed or executed, and
thousands more have been sacked
from their jobs.

4. The Iranian regime has repeat-
edly undermined all aims and
aspirations of the International
Labour Conference and does not
recognise the basic rights of Irani-
an workmg class »

5. The'so called representauves of '
Iranian workers to the Internation- .

al Labour Conference are not
genuine workers, but the officials
of the Islamic regime, who are
responsible for sackings, prosecu-
tion and executions of so many
thousands of Iranian workers.

This Branch therefore, urges all
trade unionists to condemn the
Islamic Republic of Iran and its
anti labour policies. We also urge
NALGO to do its utmost to bar
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
delegates from attending the next
International Labour Conference.

We therefore resolve to:

1. Refer this motion to NALGO
District International Committee.
2. To put forward a motion to go
to NALGO Conference 1991.

P;roposed Meg Boustead, Social.
.‘Services Department
Seconded Harold chkenson g

Bush’s War ...

people’s own fault who had built
their houses by the river, said
Bush’s generals.

To the people who were anx-
iously hoping that the diplomatic
efforts may lead to a ceasefire and
avert a slaughter, it was revealed,
only hours after the start of the US
ground offensive, that the day and
hour of the ground war had been
fixed from early February. So all

diplomatic. -efforts were to be
frustrated. Only the public- didn’t
know how the drama was to end.

To bring back an army of half a
million, without having first slain
over 100,000, needed a degtee of
moral courage. The same courage
one can expect from a criminal
clutching his prey. In Bush’s war
the butchering of over 100,000
retreating soldiers - the captured
ones with only pieces of dry bread
in their pockets - was necessary so
that he may claim that "the shad-

'ow of Vletnam has been' burled in

Saudi and Kuwaiti deserts”.

‘In Bush’s war showing the p1c4
tures of captured-American pilots
on TV is a war crime, However,
the nurse gloating on the screen
over how she killed 12 wounded

Iragi soldiers by air ‘injections is

treated as a heroine, The Geneva
Convention has been wrxtten only
for the vanquished. ,
Bush has won one battle. But
one war is still on: the. war of
human ideals against the unbridled

barbarlty which the US and its’
allies found a new chance to ex-
hibit with the war. in the dedle
East. . :
‘As the heat of the mlhtary oper-
“ations blows off, the dimensions of",
the crimes of Bush’s- war will
surface. The military victors of
* today will only find a brief solace
in Hitler’s saying. The US geno-
cide in Vietnam has not been for-
_gotten. Progressive humanity will
‘make the victors of. Bush’s ‘war
answer for their crimes too 20

Labour movement ...

workers had their real organiza-
tions?

R.M.: The issue of a real organi-
zation is debatable. We can only
speak of two periods when work-
ers had the opportunity to struggle
to build their real organizations
almost freely. One was the first
few years after WWII and before
the 1953 coup d’etat. With the
coup d’etat, that was planned by
the CIA and the Intelligence Ser-
vice, all the labor organizations
were destroyed.

After the coup and around the
early sixties the Shah’s regime
tried to organize labor unions
(company unions & government
unions) which had no base among
workers. At that time one of the
most persistent demands of work-
ers in any strike or activity was
new elections and elimination of
such unions. These unions were
dismantled with the 1979 Revolu-
tion when the workers formed
strike committees. The strike com-
mittees were transformed into
workers’ councils and took over
factories. One of the first steps
that the workers took was in soli-
darity with the working people of
South Africa. The workers stopped
the export of oil to South Africa.

Although the workers and the
workers’ councils played a major
role in overthrowing the Shah’s
regime, they were the first to be
attacked by the Islamic Republic.
A lot of labor leaders and activists
were arrested and some were later
executed. These attacks which
intensified after June 1981, when
there were massive executions,
made real labor organizations
impossible.. Presently only the
Islamic - Councils ‘are lawfully
organized. These are government
affiliated organizations. For exam-
ple any worker who wants to run
for election in the Council should
believe in and practice Islam and
their practice should be judged by
religious authorities.

What was the effect of the (Iran-
Iraq) war on the working class

and their struggles?

R.M.: On the very first days of
the war, the Khuzistan province,
which was one of the most indus-
trial centers of Iran, was taken
over by Iraq. For instance the
Abadan refinery which had over
10,000 workers and carried one of
the more advanced fights during
the revolution, was under an air
attack which stopped operations.
The city of Abadan was surround-
ed by Iraqi forces and the active
workers soon found themselves
among the war refugees. The
immediate aftermath of the war
had these effects on the other parts
of Iran: Any strike or protest was
considered as "cooperation with
Saddam Hussein" and anti-Islamic.
Many of the workers councils
were abolished by the Islamic
Republic. The intensity of work
was increased for more produc-
tion. The workers were forced to
‘accept deductions from their sala-
ries so that the government could
make-enough money for the mili-
tary expenses. During the last few
years of the war, the Iragi regime
picked up the economic war strate-
gy which meant the bombardment
of economic and production cen-
ters. In those bombardments thou-
sands of workers were attacked
and killed during working hours.
At the last year of the war, the
government passed a bill that
forced 20% of the civil-service
workers to go to the front (80% of
major factories in Iran are govern-
ment owned). Many workers were
killed, injured or disabled in the
war and they faced a great deal of
political and economic pressure.
Any protest action was repressed
under the pretext of war. Despite
all that, the workers’ strikes and
anti-war struggles did not stop. It
was during the war that the work-
ers forced the Islamic regime three
times to take back and change the
Labor Law proposed by the gov-
ernment that denied all workers’
rights.

How can workers of other coun-
tries support the struggle of the
Iranian workers?

R.M.: There are different ways to
support the Iranian labor move-
ment such as supporting the strug-
gle of the Iranian workers to gain
the right to organize and to strike;
protesting against the Islamic labor
law; protesting against the Islamic
Councils, i.e. fighting to get them
out of International institutions
such as the International Labor
Organization (ILO); protesting the
arrest and execution of labor activ-
ists and struggling to free them

from prisons; sending labor dele-
gations to Iran in order to investi-

gate the working conditions of
companies that have branches in
Iran; publishing the news of the
workers struggles, and the condi-
tions they live under, in labor
publications.

Allow me to tell you about

something. I have heard many
times that the labor publications in
Europe and the USA are not will-
ing to print the news of the protest
of Iranian workers because the
news is too old. The fact is that
when there is an strike in a factory
it takes a while for the news to be
spread even among the workers
that work in neighboring factories.
In the media that is heavily con-
trolled by the Iranian regime, there
is no news about labor struggles.
To pass the news abroad requires
a great deal of risk because phones
are bugged and the mail is con-
trolled by the regime. There are
some workers presently in prison
because they tried to send some
labor news abroad or tried to
spread it inside Iran. O

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles published in
the English section, the Persian section
of this issue contains the following
main articles:

sinterview with Stan Weir on the U$
fabour movement eThe regional
consequences of the war in the Middie
East ®About Opel auto workers
solidarity committee in Germany

eFrench and German workers protest
against the Guilf war ®A discussion on
the demand for 35-hour week in tran
eSwedish trade unions and the Social‘
Democratic party ®Report on the |
condition of tea plantation workers in
northern lran.

The international and lranian workers
news are published in more detail in the
/Persian section. ‘
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WORKER TODAY

On the Eastern strike
and war in the Gulf

Joe Mos, labour activist and strike coordinator
in Los Angeles, talks to Worker Today

- Did the pay cuts save any jobs?

The pay cuts didn’t save any
workers’ jobs, and in fact they
made the situation a lot worse.
Taking the pay cut was probably
the biggest mistake we ever made.

What happened when Lorenzo
took over?

There was a third pay cut in-
volved. The first two were under
Frank Barman, and he tried to
negotiate a third pay cut. He threa-
tened the employees - especially
the Machinists union, because our
contract was up. He said that they

Worker Today: The Eastern Air-
lines has just announced - 22
months into the strike - that it is
shutting down operations. How
would you sum up this strike?
What were its weaknesses and its
points of strength?

Joe Mos: 1 think that workers
everywhere won a big victory. It
gives hope and encouragement to
other workers and shows them that
if they are right and stick together
they can defeat the government
and the crooked judicial process.

We defeated Frank Lorenzo
‘almost a year and a half into the
strike. They did everything that
they could. The government fund-
ed Lorenzo with money, by giving
government contracts. They
dropped the air fares as low as
they could (the Eastern had the
lowest air fares). Even later on
they promised a first-class seat for
cheap air fare. But the end result
was that they had to make Frank
Lorenzo step down after a year
and a half. They said he was "in-
competent”. Yes Frank Lorenzo
was incompetent but they never
went into saying the reasons that
made Frank Lorenzo incompetent,
that is, his greed and his disregard
for the employees. That’s some-
thing the judge never said.

Frank Lorenzo had a lot of

experience in busting the union in
~ 1983 at Intercontinental Airlines.
At the end, they had to get rid of
him because they saw that his
strategy wasn’t working.

The strike isn’t over yet, even
though Eastern did shut down
operations. The possibility to re-
open them is still there; they could
even reopen under another name.
Until the Eastern Airlines is gone,
until they sell or liquidate, the
strike will not be over yet.

What is the fate of the workers
now? What will happen to the
workers if the Eastern liqui-
dates, or is bought by another
company?

All presidents of the unions just
received a notice from the compa-
ny terminating all employees of
Eastern, all members of collective
bargaining and even the scabs,

We have a wonderful law in the

United States that says that if a
worker decides to stick up for his
rights and he is being mistreated,
he can go on strike. It’s a wonder-
ful law, it says that you can’t be
fired if you go out on strike. But
there’s a little hitch to it. You
can’t be fired, but you can be
Ppermanently replaced. And still
after 22 months I am trying to
figure out the difference of it!

How did the Eastern strike start,
and how many workers were
involved?

The strike started basically because
of corporate greed. The Interna-
tional Machinists, which numbered
about 8,500 people, went on
strike. To this should be added the
pilots and flight attendants.

‘What the company wanted to do
was that the employees pay for the
expansion of the company and the
mistakes the company made.

The corporate greed started
years ago when there was a gas
crisis in the country and Frank
Barman, who was controlling the
company, then decided to buy a
big fleet of gas saving plants. But
gas prices went down, because
there wasn’t really a gas crisis,
and Frank Barman got stuck with
a fleet of gas saving plants when
he didn’t need them, and borrowed
the money to finance his plants.
As a result, Eastern was stuck
with a very very high debt. Frank
Barman’s plan was to give the
employees.pay cuts. They wanted
the employees to pay for the com-
pany’s mistakes in getting the
company into high debt.

The bait the company used to
get all the workers to take pay cuts
to finance this enormous debt, was
(job) security. They told the work-
ers that they were in hard financial
times, and if they wanted to keep
their jobs, they would have to take
a pay cut. They said the company
would eventually pay back in
future when they had secure jobs.

What percentage pay cuts were
they asking?

First they asked 15%, next time
20%. We finally settled on 20%.
But we learned from the first time.
Because after they took the 15%,
they asked us for another pay cut.

had no choice; if they did not take
pay cut, the company would liqui-
date. But we called his bluff; the
company didn’t liquidate, it could-
n’t liquidate. So to get back at us
and teach us a lesson, he sold the
company to Frank Lorenzo who
was a notorious union-buster.

What was Lorenzo’s record at
Continental Airlines?

Frank Lorenzo controlled the
Continental Airlines and he suc-
cessfully busted the Machinists
union in 1983.

The Eastern strike has been one
of the longest strikes in the re-
cent decades. What kind of sup-
port did you receive from other
sections of workers and other
unions?

What happened in the Eastern
Airlines had happened to a lot of
companies in the past, for example
the Patco, the Continental and
many little companies. What made
the Eastern strike somewhat differ-
ent was that organised labour felt
that they had to do something.
They all banded together to sup-
port the strike, and they all sanc-
tioned the strike.

We got the help of a lot of
different labour unions. They all
decided to start to fight corporate
greed and to fight it together,
effectively. They needed every-
body to support the strikes.

Probably one of the first real
effective help we got was from the

Pittston miners in Virginia who
went on strike about a month after
we did. In a way we helped each
other. We were able to shut down
the company, which we could do
mainly because the pilots union
and the flight attendants supported
us. When the Pittston strikers went
on strike, they heard about the
success we had at Eastern Air-
lines, and the way all the unions
stuck together. Some of them
drove up to New York and intro-

duced themselves to the Eastern

strikers. Since that day we started

doing a lot of activities together.

Many strikers went down to West-

ern Virginia and supported the

Pittston miners. A lot of them

came up not only to New York but

to Washington DC and even as far

as Miami.

You regularly held rallies during
this 22-months period. How did
you organise them?

I believe we were able to get the
most effective support in the whole
country in Los Angeles. Besides
the money donations, some other
groups joined the picket lines. We
held solidarity rallies every two

5

Eastern strike picket line, with Joe Mos on the right

weeks, which ended up continuing
for almost 20 months. We had
people from different unions.
There were only 50 Eastern strik-
ers in LA, so we were really weak
and dependent heavily on the other
unions. Many of these unions
participated.

One year after we went on
strike, we got over 750 people at
the airport. That was more than
we ever got before. Some of the
groups that helped us in the begin-
ning were the garment workers.
They were themselves on strike.
Although it was a small strike -
about 100 to 120 people - over 90
of them came to our picket lines.
These were people who were mak-
ing a lot less money than we did.
It really inspired us to see them
show that kind of solidarity.

Some other strikes that helped
us were the Justice for Janitors
struggle; they were out on strike,
and showed a lot of solidarity. The
chemical workers, although they
were not on strike (they previously
went through a strike that lasted
three months), were very very
supportive, right up until the end.
The communications workers,
teachers, even non-union workers,
gave their support. Teachers Aid,
who were struggling to get a un-

ion, came down. Also Longshore-
men. *Another big union that

helped us was the Amalgamated
Transit Workers at Greyhound.
They went on strike about a year
after we did. We really related to
that strike in the sense that they
took a number of concessions in

the past just like we did, and they
were considered "middle-class”
workers, as we were.

What was the role of the govern-
ment and the judicial system in
this strike?

What the government aided was on
the company’s side, right from the
beginning. There were some work-
ers in the other airlines and even
railroad workers who, when we
went out on strike, threatened to
go on strike along with us because
they realised that if the company
beat us over the Eastern, their
company would eventually gang
upon them; it would beat them and
make them take the same kind of
pay cuts. The government an-
nounced that the strikes were not
related and that they couldn’t

legally go on strike in support of

us. They tried to make us stand
alone.

The government succeeded in
stopping the sympathy strikes. But
they still couldn’t stop the support
that the other unions gave us. The
other unions came on our picket
lines, gave us money for food, and
moral support. They stayed off the
airlines and passed our message
across.

Eastern could still not get
enough people to ride. They were
stiil losing tons of money. So the
next step the government did to
get Eastern out was to give them
contracts to send out employees
and, then even soldiers, on air-
planes. The most shocking thing
about this is that since Eastern
couldn’t get any mechanics to
work for it, they falsified records
and sent out on safer airplanes.
This is besides the fact that the
government is supporting a compa-
ny against the workers and sending
money over to an airline where the
workers are on strike. They even
had a sixty-count indictment
against the airline. Yet it was
flying federal troops to a crisis in
the Middle East.

In keeping with government’s
assistance of the company, the
judicial system was just as bad.
They put some illegal injunctions
against us saying that we could not
hand out leaflets to the passengers.
In some of the big stations we
could only have two people on the
picket line, and they were not
allowed to picket in front of the
door where the passengers go in,;
they had to stand way on the side.
So, feasibly, a passenger could
pull up to the door, get out of his
car, walk into the terminal, and
never see a striker.

It took 22 months for the courts
to rule that the judges’ original.
injunction was illegal. But during
all that 22 months a lot of passen-
gers did not know that a strike was
going on, and we couldn’t get a
chance to present our side of the
story. We never believed in vio-
lence, we never believed in physi-
cally keeping people off the air-
planes. We believed that once
people understood why we were
on strike they would support us.
But we could not even get a
chance to talk to the passengers,
because they would have us arrest-
ed. -

Looking back on the strike,
probably the biggest mistake in the
strike, from the International (un-
ion) level, was that we did not do
what we should have done in the
beginning. Our case was so strong
that the International believed that
the courts would have to uphold it.
Little did the International know
that the courts weren’t interested

_*.
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IN BRIEF

South Korea

2,000 workers of one of South
Korea’s largest auto factories
demonstrated on 21 February
demanding the release of their
arrested union leaders. The
demonstration was stopped
halfway by the police attacking
with tear gas.

Soviet Union

One million mineworkers
throughout the Soviet Union
threatened to begin an indefinite
strike from early March, de-
manding a 150% pay rise and
adequate food and housing. The
strike has been called by the
Independent Mineworkers Un-
ion, formed two years ago.
This is the second national
strike by. the miners over the
past two years.

Germany

Tens of thousands of shipyard
workers demonstrated on 20
February in a dozen German
cities in protest against ‘the
threatened closure of shipyards
in eastern Germany. Over
20,000 workers marched
through the Baltic port of
Rostock:’

Gulf war: boon

to the employers

In a recent gathering of 300
shopstewardsin Cologne, called
by the German IG Metall, one
of the shopstewards had this to
say on the war in the Middle
East and its effects on the
workers: "... The 1991 pay
talks have been overshadowed
by the war in the Gulf. By
introducing a war tax, the gov-
ernment is undermining all our
pay claims. We accept neither a
war tax, nor a retreat from our
demands. To the employer,
however, the war is a boon.
Only through our mobilisation
and unity can we stand up to it.
The union has called on us to
stop work on Fridays, as long
as the war is on. Our response
to a war tax and the sacrifices
they ask of us under the pretext
of the war must be strike. We
A should put an immediate end to
this war by our strikes."

Under pressure of protests from international labourorganisations,

Iranian government’s vain attempts
to deny execution of workers

WT: News Service:

Following repeated protests by the
unions in Europe against the exe-
cution of ‘workers in Iran, the
embassies of the Islamic Republic
in Austria and Finland, as well as
their Worker House’ organ in
Iran, have written to the unions in
Austria and Finland, describing
the protests as "smear” and "false
accusation”.

According to a report by the
Communist Party of Iran, in a
letter on 10 November to the Aus-
trian Federation of Trade Unions
(OGB), the Islamic Republic’s
Worker House said: "We were
informed through the press that
your union has protested against
certain incidents in Iran, including
the *execution of workers’ ... We
are aware of, and actively in-

It doesn’t matter, after
we have won, no body
will ask us - Hitler, Mein Kampf

Bush’s
War

By Reza Mogaddam

The sickening shamelessness of the
victorious criminals, who had no
qualms recounting their crimes, is
accurately echoed in these words
of Hitler. For two decades man-
kind made the vanquished of the
Vietnam war answer for their
crimes. But now George Bush
claims that "the shadow of Viet-
nam has beén buried in Saudi and
Kuwaiti deserts”.

As Bush’s advisers have said,
"the worst scenario” for the US
from the start of this crisis was if
no war broke out. So a war had to

An interview with Reza Moqaddam

On the labour movement in Iran

‘The following interview with Reza Mogaddam, editor of
Worker Today, first appeared in the January 1991 issue
of Labor Solidarity, publication of the US-based Labor

Committee on lran.

Labor Solidarity: What is the
general situation of the labor
movement in Iran?

Reza Mogaddam: The struggle of
the Iranian workers continues
under one of the most barbaric
bourgeois regimes of the 20th
century and “therefore has the
weaknesses of organization and
struggle typical of repressive con-
ditions. The Iranian workers do
not have the right to organize or
strike. The workers’ struggles are

often attacked by the armed forces
of the Islamic regime and the labor
activists who get arrested are tor-
tured and sometimes executed. It
was right before the First of May
(1990) that Jamal Cheragh-Vaissy,
the speaker and one of the orga-
nizers of May Day of 1989, was
executed. (Jamal was a utility
worker, and member of the

San’atgar Union)

Of course Iranian workers have
gotten used to organizing and
struggle under conditions of re-

volved in, all that happens among
the workers. It is in no way possi-
ble that something may happen in
this connection, without our hear-
ing about it. Your protest, which

lacks all truth, astonished us. We-

are amazed that your union has
taken such a position on a question
for which there is no evidence.”
Also in a letter to Karl Droch-
ter, General Secretary of the OGB,
on 24 September 1990, the Iranian
embassy in Vienna shamelessly
asserted: "The embassy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in Vienna
strongly condemns the scurrilous
allegations of the Austrian Federa-
tion of Trade Unions concerning
the issuing of death ' sentences
against union activists in Iran.
[The embassy] invites all interna-

et
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Protest in Washington against the US war in the Middle East

be started, whatever the cost.

In Bush’s war, so long as ill
Traqi children had not yet perished
of lack of medicine, the economic
boycott had not worked. The
picture of a city on fire after the
air raids reminded them of a
"glowing Christmas tree”. The
baby- milk factory was a plant for
biological weapons. The drinking

pression and dictatorship and have
developed their own techniques in
conformity with the situation. For
instance, during the stfikes the
workers refuse to introduce their
representatives and ask for an all-
worker negotiation. - This allows
the workers to protect their activ-
ists, a necessary action given that
these representatives have ended
up being arrested, tortured and,
and in some cases, executed. The
most important demands of the
Iranian workers are: Pay raise,
lower working hours and the right
to organize and strike.
At what periods have the Iranian
Contd. p.10

tional governmentand non-govern-
ment organisations involved with
human rights issues, and not influ-

enced by the Satanic propaganda, .

of the enemies of the Islamic. Re-
public of Iran, to visit the Islamic
Republic, so that they may find
out the truth with their own obser-
vations on site, so that the truth
may awaken them, and so that this

may be a beginning for them to .

see things with the eyes of their
heart, and ‘at the end of the day
return home with shame."

The Iranian embassy in Finland, -
writing to the Construction Work-
ers Union in the city of Hameen-
lina, who had condemned the
execution of workers in Iran,
rejected the "allegations” and said
that it is ready to answer questions

water system, the shopping centres
and hospitals were "legitimate
military targets”. And the concrete
shelter, protecting innocent civil-
jans, was a military bunker. They
all had to be bombed. i
In the bombing of the bridges
over Euphrates and Tigris, civil-
jans were massacred. It was
Contd. p.10

Union in Britain:

and give explanations in person to

‘the union officials. _
~ Since 7 April 1979, when the
Iranian regime for the first time
publicly opened fire on a workers’

protest march, killing one worker,
thousands of labour activists have

. been arrested, jailed and executed.

These atrocities are still going on.
They are an integral part of the
policies of the state of capital in
Iran to keep the workers under
conditions of total lack of rights.
The very fact that the Iranian

authorities are cowardly trying to

deny these crimes, under the pres-
sure of trade unions, goes to show
how the widening of protests by
workers internationally against the
anti-worker regime in Iran, can,
help the struggle of the Iranian
workers to win their rights. ]

Iran:

Workers
arrested

in new wave
of repression

WT News Service:

Since January, the government in
Iran has launched a new wave of
arrest of worker activists in the
city of Sanandaj. In raids on resi-
dential areas, the inhabitants have
been severely beaten up and
whipped, and some people have
been deported to remote parts of
Iran. At the same time, a number
of political prisoners have been
executed.

According to a report by the
Communist Party of Iran, in raids
on working-class districts, a large
number of workers were arrested -

many of them participants of the
Contd. p.10

Bar the Islamic Republic
from the ILO!

WT News Service:
The Newcastle branch of
NALGO (National and Local
Government Officers Associa-
tion) in Britain has called for the
barring of Islamic Republic of
Iran’s delegates from the next
Internatinal Labour Conference.
A resolution passed by the

Brapch Executive Committee,
while referring to the atrocities
committed by the Iranian gov-
ernment against workers in the
past eleven years, urges NALGO
to do its utmost to bar the dele-
gates of the Islamic Republic of
Iran from attending the mext
ILO conference. It calls on all

Contd. p.10

@ Eastern Airlines shut down, but the
fight goes on @ The Gulf war is a

corporate war Eastern strike leader Joe Mos
on the 22-month strike and US war in the Gulf p.11




