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The Gory Dawn of

the New World Order
US War in the Middle East

By Mansoor Hekmat

Judging by what is being done in
the Gulf, and by what we are told
about it by the media, we. must all
be thankful for the fact that this is
a world of hypocrisy, selective
morality and double standards. Just
imagine the chaos if all United

Nation resolutions were to be en-:

forced with equal rigour and re-
solve. Just imagine how many
thousands of tons of bombs would
have to be dropped, to start with,
on Israel for its occupation of
Palestinian land and its treatment
of the Palestinian people, on South
Africa for its denial of human
status to the majority of its inhabi-
tants, and on the USA itself for
uninterrupted harassment of huma-
nity for decades. Imagine the num-
ber of fighter and bomber "sorties”
and cruise missile launches that
would be required to neutralize
weapons of mass destruction stock-
piled in the USA, USSR, China,
Britain, France, Israel and all
other states with enough cash to
afford them. Imagine the kind of
wars which had to be waged if we
were to prevent monopolistic con-
trol of not just oil, but also grain,
technology, vaccines, information,
etc. Just think of the number of
ships required to blockade all dic-
tatorships; the number of judges
and courtrooms needed to try all
war criminals regardless of race,
creed, nationality and table man-
ners; the environmental cost of
trying to tame all trigger-happy
global and regional superpowers.
And just think of the cost of it all -
no Japan or Saudi Arabia could
possibly cough up that much
money. It would be a nightmare.
Let it be. It is just safer as it is.
Let us join the parade of self-dece-
ption and Euro-American jingo-

ism. Let us share in the juvenile.

excitement of our overpaid "obje-
ctive journalists" and TV panel "e-
xperts” over their real life com-
puter war games.

Or perhaps not. Instead, we
must free ourselves from their
assumptions and justifications. We
must look at the real issues involv-
ed. This war is not over demo-
cracy and dictatorship. Killing and
maiming Iraqi people in their thou-
sands and destroying their homes,
schools and factories is indeed a
sick way of liberating them from

political oppression. The war has
nothing to do with preventing oil-
starvation of the West. There is no
point in owning more oil if you do
not intend to sell it. This war is
not for upholding international
law. In the light of the past record
of the law enforcers themselves,.
from Hiroshima and Vietnam to
Grenada and Nicaragua, such sug-
gestions cannot be taken seriously.
~ These are not the real issues.
These are exactly what they are:
war propaganda. The main clues

for understanding the real causes
of this conflict are to-be found in
Bush’s seemingly harmless- allu-
sions to a "New World Order” and-
Saddam Hossein’s rejected demand
for a "linkage” (between the future
of Kuwait and the resolution of the
Palestinian question).

The New World Order

The conflict in the Gulf is merely
one manifestation of the contradic-
tions and uncertainties in the post-
Cold War international relations.
With the collapse of the Soviet
bloc, the old international power
structure, based on the military,
political and, to a lesser extent,
economic, opposition of the two
power blocs of East and West,
also disintegrated . While the mass
media and political commentators
in the West rejoiced over the so-
called "collapse of communism"
and promised a future of peace and
harmony under the unchallenged
sway of the glorious market, it
was evident to anybody with a
sober mind that the post-Cold War
world will be ridden with serious
economic, political and ideological
tensions and confrontations.
Western political commentary is
usually focused on the volatile
situation in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, the so-called
North-South divide, the environ-
ment, regional conflicts and so on
- i.e. problems which supposedly
originate outside the boundaries of
the "democratic” and "civilised"
West. These are indeed part of the-
problems that face the 90s. How-
ever, the main challenge, and the
central issue in any attempt to
shape a "New Order", lies in the
West iitself. The collapse of the
East meant also the demise of the
West as its opposite pole, as a
defined economic, political, mili-
tary and ideological entity forged
to contain and defeat the Soviet
bloc after the Second World War.
The old West, both as a concept

-and as a politico-economic reality,

was erected on the basis of the
hegemony, or the so-called "lea-
ding role”, of the United States.
The preservation of this role, or
even its extension, in the radically
transformed world of post-Cold
War politics, is the essence of the
American vision of the "New
World Order”.

Prior to the recent crisis in the
Middle East, such a vision
appeared to lack practical venues
for self-realization. The rise of
Japan and West Germany as for-
midable economic powers, the
march towards European unity and
the actual reunification of
Germany, the political shift in
Eastern  European - countries in
favour of the pro-market Right
and, last but not least, the political
and economic ‘ opening of the
Soviet Union itself to the West,
undermined every aspect of the old

West. Not only the leading role of-

the US, but even the actual institu-
tions that embodied and safeguard-
ed US hegemony, such as NATO,

appeared to become increasingly
redundant. The whole -American
foreign policy lost its focus. Even
some of the most hawkish Cold
War warriors on the extreme right
of American politics turned into
advocates of isolationism. The
crisis in the Gulf presented the US
government with an opportunity to
try to reverse these trends. In a re-
cent speech to a gathering of Reli-

-gious Broadcasters, George Bush

spelled out US intentions in the

war with astonishing clarity. The .

aim was to "restore the leadership”
and "reliability” -of the United
States. Once this was achieved,
said Bush, international problems
such as the Palestinian question,
could be resolved with the US
“taking a leading role”.

The United States seized the op-
portunity created by Irag’s inva-
sion of Kuwait to reassert itself as
a superpower. With a massive
campaign of propaganda and pro-
vocation skillfully carried out by
the high-tech bootlicker journalism
in the West, itself a product of
mass political apathy of the 80s, a
new "Evil Empire" was created
overnight. A Third World country
of no more than 17 million people,
indebted, totally dependent on its
oil exports to the West, and worn
out after eight years of war with
the neighbouring Iran, was port-
rayed as a global menace. A regio-
nal issue that would under other
circumstance be dealt with by the
usual political and diplomatic pres-
sures and gestures, was blown out
of all proportions into a life and
death challenge for the "civilized
world". Continental Europe hesi-
tantly fell in line. Kohl and Mit-
terrand, figures of an assertive
united bourgeois Europe were
pushed to the sidelines by Bush
and Baker, symbols of American

-omnipotence. The Japanese giant

was reduced to an obedient cash-
ier. Europe was reminded of the
indispensable "leading role” of the
US in the capitalist new world
order.

While Iraq is the theater of war,
the central issues that are to be set-
tled by this war lie primarily in the
West. USA’s show of force and
"leadership” in the Middle East is
to ensure it a commanding position
vis-a-vis its allies, and rivals, in
the post-Cold War West; a precon-
dition, also, for a global US supre-
macy. But USA’s endeavour runs
against the political and economic
logic of the present-day capitalism,
which calls for a fundamental revi-
sion of the old balance and the
emergence of a new bourgeois
economic and political configura-
tion. The fragile nature of the
"Coalition", in contrast to the co-
hesion displayed for decades by
the Western alliance in their con-
frontation with the Eastern bloc,

underlines the historical limits of

the American endeavour.

The linkage

In the opposite trenches we find
not Iraq, as a country or a political

1E5 oo Ve okl ol o o). amiee

regime, but Arab nationalism as a
regional force - another contestant
in the struggle for shaping the
New Order. This is not the old

populist, anti-colonial Arab nation-

alism, but the banner of the post-
OPEC Arab bourgeoisie. It derives
its militancy not from the despera-
tion of the Arab poor or the plight
of the Palestinian people, but from
the material possibilities opened to
Arab bourgeois states to improve
their standing in the regional and
international power structure and
the world economy. For long these
aspirations were thwarted by the

-old East-West -confrontation and

balance. Western influence in the

‘Middle East rested on Israel and

Iran as pillars of the policy of
containment of the Soviet Union.
Even pro-West Arab countries,

Jordan, Saudi Arabia and later

Egypt, found themselves unable to
affect the same level of economic
and political integration with the
West- that ‘was enjoyed by Israel
and Iran under the Shah and was
essential for capitalist development
and technological advance. More-
over, long before its eventual col-
lapse, it had already become evi-
dent that the Eastern bloc could
not offer any framework for eco-
nomic growth in the countries
within its sphere of influence. But
Arab states, with a total population
50 times that of Israel and vast
economic resources, oil and la-
bour, could not find a correspon-
dingly strong voice in the world

economy and international politics, .

as long as broader global conside-
rations tied the West to Israel.

And here is the undeniable link-
age. Whether or not Arab states-
men care an iota about the plight
of the Palestinian people (which
they generally don’t), the Pales-
tinian question has become an
index of USA’s and the West’s
attitude toward the Arab world.
Israel and the Palestinian question
stand in the way of full economic
and political integration. of the
Arab world with the West. Arabs
want to be with the West "not as
slaves, but as partners”, says
Arafat. Egypt attempted to achieve
this objective by distancing itself
from the Pan-Arabic cause and
attempting a separate accommo-
dation with Israel. The strategy
failed. Militant nationalism hopes
to achieve the same objective by
show of strength. It is fighting the
West in order to join it on more
favourable terms. The initial oc-
cupation of Kuwait was a
straightforward military act on the
part of Iraq for its own national
interests. For Iraq the best sce-
nario would have been a quiet
annexation without immediate re-
gional repercussions. But once this
was forcefully resisted by the
West, exactly because of its real
linkage with the future of Israel,
and once a US military interven-
tion against an Arab state became
imminent, the aborted Iragi act
was embraced by militant Arab
nationalism as a contribution to the
broader regional cause.

It is not difficult to see why for
Arab nationalism the field of ac-
tion appears to have widened and
why even a destructive war may
still count as a political advance.
The collapse of the Soviet bloc has
undermined the strategic signifi-
cance of Israel for the West. Soon-
er, rather than later, the economic
and demographic realities in the
region are bound to impose them-
selves on Western policy. The old
political geography of the world is
bound to be revised, as is already
evident from developments in

Europe, the Soviet Union, Yemen
and Kerea. Moreover, the interng:
tional division of power betweds
bourgeois states must be revised 0
take account of the new economi¢
and political poles that have
emerged outside the boundaries of
the advanced capitalist zones as a
result of post-war technological
advance and internationalization of
capital. The rigid balance imposed
and maintained by the old East-
West polarization has broken
down. Emerging regional forces
can hope to influence their destiny
through resolute action.

Some of the objectives of mili-
tant Arab nationalism have already
been realized. Whatever the milita-
ry outcome of the war, a dramatic
change in the region to the detri-
ment of Israel is already in prog-
ress. Improvements in US-Israeli
relations, symbolized by the deli-
very of cash and missiles to Israel,
will prove hard to sustain. The end
of the war will also intensify
Western, or at any rate European,
pressures on Israel. Arab national-
ism has already managed to force
upon the West a recognition of the
economic and political weight of
the Arab world. Already the West
has committed itself to far greater
concessions on the Palestinian
issue than it ever had. There have
also been fringe benefits. In the
Arab world, nationalism has re-
gained the initiative from Pan-
Islamism. Islam has been forced
back to its secondary role in Arab
politics, as a tool for mass mobili-
zation for the essentially nationalist
political action. Even in Iran, the
recent conflict has helped to seal
the fate of the Pan-Islamic Hezbol-
lah faction. For Iraq, its mere
survival, after having put up a
respectable military resistance,
would be a political, and in the
long term even military, victory.
US occupation of Iraq or long
term American military presence
in the region will definitely back-
fire and turn the current war into a
second Vietnam for the USA. A
development which is likely to
lead to a split within the new
Western alliance and the isolation
of US from Continental Europe.
Short of this, however, the posi-
tion of Iraq as a leading state in
the Arab world will be consolida-
ted after the war.

The war must be stopped

This war must be stopped first and
foremost for the barbarity that it
represents. It has already claimed
thousands of innocent victims. The-
whole idea of "surgical” bombing
is a myth. A whole country is
bombed to the ground. Adults and
children are killed by bombs and
missiles and die of lack of water,
electricity, medicine and sanita-
tion. The horrors of this war for
innocent Iraqi civilians cannot be
hushed up by the Western media

for long. When the facts emerge,

as is gradually happening, the
whole humanity will be put to
shame.

This war must be stopped for
the political, cultural and moral
retrogression it imposes on the
world as a whole. The signs are
already here. Superpower military
interventionism, colonial mentali-
ty, national chauvinism, racism,
patriotism, religious prejudice,
terrorism, and lackey journalism
are some of the dark forces al-
ready unleashed by this war on
both sides of the conflict. These
are the real features of the so-
called New World Order that is in
the making. O
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Iran: Two-week strike
throughout oil refineries

WT News Service:

Thousands of workers of the oil
refineries in Iran took a joint strike
action from 29 December until 13
January over a number of key
demands.

Beginning with a hunger strike
by the workers in Isfahan - and
Abadan refineries, the strike soon
spread to the refineries in Tehran
and other cities. Four days into the
strike and with no response yet
from the management on the de-
mands, the workers decided to
‘stop work altogether.

The demands of the workers
included: the indexing of wages to
inflation, determination of the
employment status of workers not
covered by the labour law, the
implementation of the Job Clas-
sification Scheme, provision of
housing and higher housing bene-
fit, payment of the overdue essen-
tial-goods coupons, abiding by the
1978 collective agreement on the
provision of food allotments in-
stead of the present 9,000 rial
monetary payment.

A Labour Ministry representa-

Iran: New Labour Law
against workers’ rights

WT News Service:

On 30 December President Rafsan-
_jani announced in the Friday Pray-
. -ers that the Islamic Republic

Labour Law had been passed.

According to the official papers
in Iran, after this announcement,
many workers and employers con-
tacted offices of newspapers and
news agencies to find out when the
new labour law was coming into
effect.

The official Islamic Republic
daily wrote: "It seems that many
are under the assumption that this
law is in force from today.” The
Labour Minister said in a press
interview that the work of prepar-
ing the appropriate guidelines had
begun. A member of the Islamic

Iran:

Assembly said it was "shameful
and unfortunate that such an im-
portant law had been delayed for
12 years in the legislative pro-
cess”, and expressed the hope that
with the passing of this law, work-
ers would work more and in this
way refute the charges of the tech-
nocrats "who say that after the
enforcement of this law there may
be unrest and less work done in
the workplaces™! ;s
The Islamic Republic Labour
Law is the truncated version of the
same draft which does not recog-
nise any of the basic rights of the
workers in Iran such as organisa-
tion right, the right to strike, 40-
hour week, and the prohibition of
sexual, religious, racial, and other,
discriminations. a

tive who came to the assembly of
the strikers in Tehran asked the
workers to end their strike and by
choosing a representative give the
authorities time to see into their
demands.

In'reply to the workers’ question
whether the election of representa-
tive was legal and endorsed by the
Labour Ministry, he said that no
such authorisation existed, but that
they could choose a "contact"!
(Even forming state-made Islamic
Councils is prohibited. in the oil
industry.) Refusing to elect a so-

British union
condemns
persecution

of labour activists
in Iran

WT News Service:

In a letter of protest to the Jranian
embassy in London, the Transport
and General Workers Union
(TGWU) in Britain, has condemn-
ed the arrest, torture and execution
of workers’ leaders in Iran. The
letter specifically protests agairist
the brutal execution of Jamal
Cheragh-Vaissy, the labour activist
who was arrested after speaking at
a First of May rally in 1989. The
following is the full text of the
letter:

Sacrificing workers for capital

A massive devaluation wipes out modest wage rise, hits workers drastically

WT News Service:

It has been announced that the
wages of all workers in Iran are to
be raised by 20,000 rials [$14] a
month, as of March 1991. How-
ever, the announcement was fol-
lowed by an immediate massive
devaluation of the Rial which will
‘make the workers far worse off.

After lengthy considerations, the
Supreme Council of Labour finally
decided on 30 December to make
the increase, which means a 67 per
cent rise in the minimum wage -
from the present 1,000 rials a day
to 1667 rials.

The news of the rise in the min-
imum wage, the considerable pay
increases for the state employees,
as well as the doubling of the sala-
ries of the army personnel in the
past few months, were strong in-
dications that the government in-
tended to devalue the rial. In the
last few years devaluation has been
considered as a way of saving the
Iranian economy.

Arter the devaluation, the offi-
cial exchange rate of the rial fell
from 110 rials to 1,400 rials to the
US dollar. Thus, against a nearly
1,350 per cent fall in the official
value of the rial, the minimum
wage of workers is to be increased
- two months later - by only 67
per cent!

The devaluation of the rial will
lead to a dramatic rise in the pri-
ces of some goods and to a soaring
inflation. In the absence of a cor-

responding rise in wages, this
means another severe blow on the
purchasing power of the working
class which in the past ten years
has been drastically and continu-
ously eroded.

The devaluation precisely serves
the economic goals of the govern-
ment: 1- attracting foreign invest-
ments and foreign loans; 2-
increasing state revenue in order to
expand the economic infrastruc-
ture; 3- inducing private sector
investment in productive sectors,
rather than in trade. The govern-
ment’s unsuccessful attempts so far
to get the economy going are now
to be repeated by the familiar
policy of devaluation, at the ex-
pense of the even greater deterio-
ration of the standard of living of
the working people.

With devaluation, the price of
imported goods will increase dra-
matically, making it more profit-
able to produce them domestically.
This will attract domestic capital
towards production. Moreover, if
before the devaluation, foreign
capitals paid the workers in Iran
something like $9 a day as the
minimum wage, now - even count-
ing in the 67% pay rise which has
not yet come into effect - they will
only have to pay around $1.3 a
day. The Iranian worker, deprived
of strike and organisation right and
with a labour power priced at next
to nothing, is being sacrificed,
bound and gagged, at the altar of

capital. Shame on You!

“In view of the serious effects of
the recent devaluation on the Iran-
ian economy and the lives of the
workers, we shall carry an article
on this issue in the next issue of
the paper. O
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called "contact”, the workers de-
manded that they meet the Oil or
Labour Minister.

On 12 January an official from
the Information Ministry spoke at
the workers’ assembly, and referr-
ing to the crisis in the Persian Gulf
region, threatened that "As of to-
day we are taking over the respon-
sibility for the refinery’s security,
and you have to do with us. ... It
is in the national interest that you
end your strike.”" He asked for
more time to be given for the
government to review the matter.
Later that day the workers decided
to return to work, and give the
authorities until 20 January to give
effect to their demands.

The strikes in other refineries
have followed a sim lar course,
and according to one report, ‘the
authorities have responded posi-
tively to the demands. ]

Mr. Kharegh Ghoni

Charge d’affaires .,

Embassy of the. Islamic Republic of Iran
27 Princess Gate

London SW7 1PX

10 December 1990
Dear Mr. Ghoni,

Iam wﬁﬁng to you on behalf of the 1.3
million members and the General Execu-
tive Council of the TGWU.

It has been brought to our attention that
during the year several Iranian workers’
leaders, including JAMAL CHERAGH-
VAISSY, have been arrested, tortured
and later executed for their activities. .

We.are most shocked and dismayed at
this news and would like to express our
condemnation of such inhuman acts
which we consider to be an appalling
infringement 'of human rights.

Your sincerely,

Ron Todd
General Secretary

In the Persian Section

In addition to articles published in
the English section, the Persian
section of this issue includes the
following main articles:

*On the new Labour Law *The
miners’ march in Turkey *The
French labour movement & the
Gulf war *The US labour move-
ment & the Gulf war *German
workers and the anti-war move-
ment *Immigrant workers in the
Gulf: the forgotten victims *The
media‘’s war against the public
conscience.
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IN BRIEF

WT News Service:

Fighting Closures

After several months of protest,
the workers of Javaherian plant,
maker of household appliances,
staged a sit-in in July in front of
the factory gates to protest the
‘planned closure of the factory
and layoffs, according to a re-
port by the Communist Party of
Iran.

During their repeated visits to
the Labour Ministry to protest
against the factory’s closure, the
workers had found out that the
owners were planning to replace
the existing workforce with con-
tract workers. During their sit-
in, which was continued over-
night, the workers posted pla-
cards on the walls saying, "No
closures!”, "Death to the capital-
ists!”, "Pay the overdue wages
and benefits!". The police and
the Komiteh guards came to the
scene during the protest. The sit-
in ended the following day with-
out results. About 250 workers
work in this factory.

Against six-day week
Workers of a number of engi-
neering plants were recently
involved in a fight to prevent the
introduction of a six-day work-
ing week.

According to a report in Rah-
e-Kargar, a recent directive by
the National Industry Organisa-
tion (the state organisation
which owns most of the major
industries in Iran), calling for an
increase in the working time and
introduction of a six-day work-
ing week, led to wide-spread
protests by the workers of the
factories belonging to this or-
ganisation. In some of the fac-
tories the management was able
to introduce the six-day week,
while in some others, such as
Filco, Azmayesh, Seiko and
Alborz, the workers successfully
resisted the plans.

Higher benefits won

@ In protest against a cut in the
amount of the productivity bene-
fit, the workers of Pars Electric
engineering plantin Tehran stag-
ed a go-slow in late November,
according to a report by the
Communist Party of Iran.

The go-slow developed into a

full stoppage in some sections of
the factory. Fearing a possible
strike, the management visited
the various sections of the plant
to talk to the workers. In the
end pledges were made to in-
crease the productivity benefit
from the following month. -
@ After a two-day strike, the
contract workers of Atmosfer
factory succeeded in raising the
productivity benefit and the
lunch allowance.

According to a report by the
Communist Party of Iran, the
strike in early January started
when the contract workers re-
ceived no productivity pay,
while the non-contract workers
were paid a 100 per cent pro-
ductivity benefit. After two days
on strike, the contract workers
succeeded in winning an 80 per
cent benefit and a rise in the
lunch allowance. O
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Germany

Postal workers in eastern Ger-
many staged a several-hour
strike in January demanding the
indexing of wages-to inflation
and wage parity with western
Germany: Negotiations between
the postal workers union and
the employers led to an agree-
ment by which a so-called "Thi-
rteenth-Month Payment" of bet-
ween 650 and 900 marks will
be. paid once every year.

USA

@ Workers of Delta Pride com-
pany in Indianola, Mississippi,
ended their three-month strike
after the company agreed to a
series of the demands. Accord-
ing to Labor Notes, published
in the US, the settlement in-
cludes an immediate wage rise
by 65 to 85 cents an hour, full
access rights to union represen-
tatives, and the right to form a
health and safety committee.

® Ten striking New York Daily
News workers occupied the
newspaper’s Brooklyn office on
2 January as part of their pro-
tests in their long fight against
the company’sconcessionsdrive
and firings. The ten workers
were arrested after 80 uniform-
ed police, a hostage negotiator
and a bomb squad were sent to
the scene.

Mexico-US-Canada
On 8 January, Ford auto work-
ers commemorated the anniver-
sary of the death of Cleto Nigno
- the Ford-Mexico worker who
was gunned down during ‘the
suppressed strike last year in the
Cuautitlan plant. Accordingtoa
report in Labor Notes, on 8
January 1,000 workers held a
solemn mass in front of the
plant in Mexico despite the pre-
sence of a huge police force in
riot gear. In Canada and the-
US, thousands of auto workers
wore black. ribbons in solidar-
ity.

People against the war

WT News Service:
By the first half of January, as the
deadline for the ultimatum of war

.against Iraq was drawing near, the

anti-war protests in the USA and
Europe had got well under way.
With the launching of the bombing
raids on Iraq and the start of the
war in the early morning of Janu-
ary 17, anti-war protests erupted
in many parts of the world.

- On 12 and 13 January hundreds
of European and US: cities were
the scenes of massive demonstra-
tions and marches. The height of
the anti-war protests before the
start of the war came on 13 Janua-
ry as people in 18 US states de-
monstrated without let up. Over
the same two days millions of
people in various European cities
protested against the war policy of
the US and its European allies.
Over 150 anti-war rallies were
staged in France, and 100,000
took part in an anti-war demonstr-
ation in Paris. In Rome 100,000,
and in London 40,000 people took
to the streets. In over 120 German
cities 250,000 people protested
against the imminent war. In
Frankfurt on 13 January 10,000
people formed a human chain
around the military airfield in the
city for several hours.

Two days after the start of the
war, tens of thousands of people
demonstrated in London. It was
announced that there would be
demonstrations on every following
Saturday until the war is ended.

Saturday 26 January was the day
of simultaneous anti-war protests
all over the world. 200,000 people
in Washington, 200,000 in New
York, and 250,000 in San Francis-
co, chanting "No to Bush’s war!",
called for the ending of the war
and the return of American sol-
diers from the Persian Guif.
Simultaneously, . demonstrations

‘were held in London, Paris,

Rome, Madrid, Geneva, Amster-

Over two million take part
in general strike in Turkey

WT News Service:

The massive strikes which erupted
in Turkey in mid-November last
'year have continued through Janu-
ary 91.

On 3rd January over two million
workers took part in a general
strike called in response to the
restriction of strike right by the
government.

After the call for general strike
was issued, the government warn-
ed the workers against taking
strike action and used all available
anti-worker legislation to prevent
the strike. On 2nd January in an
official statement, the government
called the strike incompatible with
Turkey’s Constitution and labour
laws and warned that if the work-
ers took part in the action their job

contracts would be terminated and
they would be fired without seve-
rance payments.

Interior Minister Jamil Cicik
said in an interview with the Turk-
ish service of the BBC radio: Ac-
cording to the Constitution and the
labour laws, general strikes are
illegal. He added: It was not we
who passed this law; the Turk-Is
union itself participated in the pas-
sing of the law when it was a sup-
porter of the government.

The general strike was followed
on 4 January by a magnificent
protest march by the striking
miners of the city of Zonguldak.
Over 100,000 miners and their
families set off on a 250-kilometer
march from Zonguldak to Ankara,
but on the fifth day they were
stopped by the army. O

dam, Berlin, Istanbul and numer-
ous other European cities. On the
same day anti-war demonstrations
were staged in Tokyo, Osaka and
Hiroshima. 200 survivors of the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima in
1945 joined the demonstration in
the city, calling for the ending of
the US war in the Middle East.

In Europe, the heart of the anti-
war movement beats in Germany.
As the news of the bombardment
of Iraq in the early hours of 17
January came in, schools and uni-
versities went virtually closed, and
round-the-clock  demonstrations
began. On 19 January several hun-
dred thousand demonstrated in
various German cities against the
war. And on 26 January, the day
of joint protests throughout the
world, the biggest anti-war protest
in Germany was staged. In Bonn
alone 200,000 marched in opposi-
tion to the war. The German peo-
ple showed their protest by chant-
ing hundreds of slogans against the
war, against the sending of arms,
and against the censorship of the
war news and the media silence on
the war victims.

The labor organisations in Ger-
many are playing an important role
in the anti-war movement. Before
the start of the war, workers in a
number of factories went on strike
to show their opposition to the
war. As the news of the US air
raids on Iraq was announced, the
metal workers of Hansa-
Metallwerk in Stuttgart stopped
work. They gathered in front of
the factory, carrying placards read-
ing: "Stop the Gulf war!" and "No
blood for oil!". Also 900 steel
workers of Mannesmann in Solin-
gen staged a warning strike on 18
January and held a rally in the
city. On 25 January over 2000
workers of V.D.O plant in Frank-
furt marched against the war. Ger-
man trade unions, among them the
‘German trade union confederation
DGB, IG Metall and the press and

media workers’ union, issued sta-
tements calling for demonstrations
and meetings against the war.

In France the trade union con-
federation CGT is among the main
organisers of the anti-war move-
ment. In the US, too, the labour
organisations have joined the anti-
war movement. According to a
report in the Labor Notes, publish-
ed in the US, before the war star-
ted 11 major international unions,
among them the Communications
Workers, Auto Workers, Electro-
nic Workers (IUE), and Oil, Che-
mical and Atomic Workers, an-
nounced their opposition to war in
the Middle East and urged that
Bush "should let the sanctions
work”. More radical opposition
has been voiced by some local
unions and worker organisations
who have called for the immediate
return of the US troops.

In Seattle, five public employee
locals called for the immediate
withdrawal of all US troops in the

Middle East. In St. Louis, the
New Directions Movement in the
United Auto Workers, and the
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists
are participating in a local anti-war
committee. In New York, the
Labour Committee for Peace -
made up of officials and members
from locals of CWA, United Auto
Workers: (UAW), Teamsters,
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union, National Writers
Union and American Federation of
Musicians - is coordinating union-
sponsored activity. In -Oregon,
postal and state employees, com-
munications workers, and musi-
cians, and in California four cent-
ral labour bodies and the state
federation have joined the anti-war
movement.

According to a report published
in the London Independent, on 28
January three unions staged strikes
in Casablanca and several other
Moroccan cities. Morocco has sent
1500 troops to Saudi Arabia to
join the US and its allies’ forces.

the myths and realities of

Mansoor Hekmat examines

the US war in the Gulf
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TV studio occupied in protest
against bootlicker journalism

The viewers of Germany’s Chan-
nel 2 watched an extraordinary
programme on Saturday 19 Janua-
ry. While a live programme about
the war in the Gulf was on the air,
suddenly a_ group of protestors
carrying anti-war placards stormed
the studio. The programme pre-
senters were hurtled with a torrent
of questions: Why do you portray
the bloody war in the Gulf like a
sports programme in which the
pilots” perform the fancy acts?,

We were against the war

from the start

Mehmiet Karakuc is the First Sec-
retary of Automobile-Is - one of
the main unions involved in the on-
going strikes in Turkey. He talked
to Reza Shahrestani, WT corres-
‘pondent, on 16 January 91. Ex-
cerpts:

Worker Today: When did the
strike begin?

Mehmet Karakuc: We began the
strike on 26 December. With the
other metal workers joining us on
27 and 28 December and 3rd Janu-
ary, we are now on strike in 88
workplaces and more than 30,000
members are involved.

Specifically which other sections
of the metal workers have joined
the strike?

Interview

Besides our union, the workers of
three other unions, Turk-Metal,
Ozdemir-Is and Celik-Is in MES
workplaces [the mine products
industries] have simultaneously
gone on strike.

The war in the Middle East has
affected all the current issues.
What is your view on this war?
We believe that peace is the only

.word that we can rely on. If a

crisis is sparked off in the Middle
East, then Turkey will have to pay
for it too. That’s why we have
been against the war and against
Turkey siding with the interests of
US imperialism, and have put for-
ward our own solution. We will
continue to work in this direction,
and are opposed to Turkey’s par-
ticipation in this war.

Why don’t you report the number
of casualties?, Why have you put
yourself in the service of the war
policy?, and many other questions.
The presenters, clearly shaken,
tried to answer the questions as
calmly as they -could. The ertire
incident was sent live. Since this-
incident, before the start of prog-
rammes on the war, it is announc-
ed that the news come from US
sources, are censored and very
probably do not give the whole
picture! 0.

What sort of support do you
expect from workers in other.
countries? .

In view of the bad financial situa-"
tion of our union; we hope work-
ers in other countries would sup-
port us financially - but morally
too.
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