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Winning back the Teamsters

Dan La Botz, from Teamsters for a Democratic Union in the US,

talks to Worker Today

Dan La Botz

is a founder of Teamsters for a

Democratic Union (TDU), a rank and file movement
for reform and democracy within the Teamsters
Union in the US. He is also author of the books
Rank and File Rebellion: Teamsters for a Democratic
Union and A Troublemaker’s Handbook: How to
Fight Back Where You Work - and Win. He talked to
Ali Javadi, Worker Today co-worker in the US, at
TDU’s 15th annual convention held in Detroit;. 26-:_

28th October. Excerpts:

Worker Today: How was TDU
formed and what are its objectives?

Dan La Botz: The Tcamslers for a
Democratic Union was founded in
1976. Tt grew out of thc contract
movement in 1975, when Teamsters
organised to fight for a decent con-
tract. Since 1976 TDU has formed a
national organisation for all Tcams-
ters.
" When TDU was founded it was
fighting for democracy in the union,
it wanted to have the right to elcetits
conventions officers, national offi-
cers, stewards and busincss agents
‘on the-local level. Democracy has
remaincd the primary issue in the
~fight of TDU, and -is very closely
linked with the fight for rank and file
control in the workplace, and for
bread and butter issues.
" For many years the federal gov-
ernment had becn investigating the
Teamsters Union because, historical-
ly, the -crime syndicates, have had
control ‘over the Tcamsters Union
and its pension funds. But in order to
keep themselves out of jail, Teamster
union officials had been the only
major American union to support the
Republican Party. In this way the top
officials avoided: prosecution. At the
same time they became the hostages
of the Republican Party.
~~ So'you hiad‘a union which came to
be controlled not only by the Mafia-
but also by the Republican Party. Its
local barons made labour-peace deals
with employers and sold out their
-members; in many cascs, they would
give -a bad -contract with lower
wages, and would gct pay-offs from
the cmployer. The government, final-
ly, after many ycars and much pres-
sure, moved in to bring a case
against thc Tcamsters Union under
the Racketecr-Influenced, Corrupt
Organisation - Act statute, called
RICO. RICO would have -possibly
meant a government take-over of the
union. TDU opposed this, but argued
that the government might help to
oversce fair union clections, which
would allow members to take control
of the union. So the settlecment of the
RICO suit is the most recent thing,
and that has allowed TDU to now
.campaign to change the union nation-
ally.
WT: To what extent has TDU been
able to create a different trend in
the labour movement?

D.L.B: Rather than say the whole
labour movement, I might differen-
tiate from the officialdom of the
Teamsters.

“The International Brotherhood of
Teamsters was a highly centralized
union from the late *60s when Jimmy
Hoffa centralised all power in the
hands of the gencral president, the
general  exccutive  board.  Frank
_Fitzsimmons inheritcd that centralisa-
tion. The International union had-
very high-paid officials, many times
those who had never been working
Teamsters, many among them gangs-
ters. Tcamstcra.,mmmm were

rigged conventions. Tlie . Tcamsters
Union was dominated ‘primarily’ by
white men, by a ‘cértain burcaucratic

clite among them:: There Was 4 sense -

of exclusion of - blacks and women
within the union; there was racism
and sexism. Undér Filzsimmons and
his successors, Roy Williams and
Jackie Presser, the-union could not
go out and organise and fight for the
membership. It began to. sell off the

members, sometimes for pay-offand -

also as a general pnncnple to go
along with employcr concessions.

TDU has inevery way. developed

a totally differcnt style of work. It
was born 4s a contract campaign to
fight for a-decent contract'by rank
and file workers. Vary few officials
were involved in it initially. It be-

better contract you would have to
overcome many undemocrauq obs-

tacles in the union. So one of its

fights was for démocratic bylaws
When TDU :fought that firstcon-
tract fight in 1976 it became the lead-

have official union endorscment.
TDU said it was going to

represent all Teamsters, not simply.

Teamsters in freight, though that was
its historic base. It wanted to reach
out to Teamsters who were in food

~processing and production, as wellas

other crafts and sectors. Unlike many
other caucuses, it was not going to
be an organisation of only white
men. It wanted to reach out to black
and Latino Teamsters, to Arab
Teamsters, and to women Teamsters.
An interesting thing it did was to
allow the wives of Teamsters to be
full participating members..

Over the years, TDU has engaged
in many different kinds of tactics and
strategies, including job actions,

.slow-downs on the job, etc.

WT: To what extent is TDU repre-
sented in the different locals? And
what has been the impact of TDU
in changing the practices in the

+ cials.

;becomc mod Is -

ratic bylaws, so that members would

‘have the right, for example, to elect
‘their own stewards and business

agents, or that it'll be possible to
reduce officers’ salarics and bring

‘them in line with the members’; it

has taken .15 years, but in many
locals bylaws like those were passed.

TDU has elected slates to office in
many ‘unions. In some cases, once
elected, those new officers decided to
dissociate themselves from TDU,

‘because they came under tremendous

pressure-from the Intérnational offi-
They also feared that they
would lose their gnevances at the

* joint union-employers . grievance pa-

nels. Some, though, remained secret

- ‘supporters of TDU. But as TDU has
came a national movement. which
decided that in order to fight for a

become stronger and more TDU

- members ‘have been elected, I think
_“that has happened less and less, and
. now-'you have TDU members in
vofﬁcc Examples would be Local 138
_in Long Island city New York or in
" Local 728 in Atlanta Georgia. We

" have reform . slates elected “which
er of wildcat stnkcs which' did not -

from: the moment they arc elected
{ ‘_c_l_cmocracy ‘and

mxhtancy

WT: Many ordlnai'j workers in the

Teamsters may say that they can

and change is going to become really
possible. I think the dynamism of the
convention at this moment and the
political thinking going on here
among the members indicate that
they are going to take advantage of
that. :

WT: Iow could the gangsters
among the officials control the
union to the present? In what
ways do they hinder the activity of
TDU and reform-minded activists?
What were the mechanisms?

D.L.B: During the Prohibition era in
the US many gangsters cngaged in
the contraband sale and distribution
of alcohol. To do that it was often

“helpful to control the trucking com-

panies and the ‘unions. ‘Oncc you
controlled the union you could use it
to extort other employers. In Chica-
go, the gangsters simply walked in
the union halls and killed the old
officers and took over the union, and
said they were the new officers. That
left a certain legacy in the union. In
some cities, the employcrs used the
Mafia to defeat the unions cngaged in
fights with the employers. So the

“union officials would go to the Mafia

and say, look, lct’s make a deal, lay
off our picket lines. In that way the
Mafia became involved in the-union.
The cmployers contributed enor-
mously to the corruption of the

WT: TDU has been supportmg :
Ron (,arey for. presndency In what -
way then is there an overlap bet- -
ween the objectives of Ron Car
and TDU? What will be the ot
term lmpact of tlus support ;

DLB Ron Carcy has’ bccn thc
president of Local 804-in New York
for many ycars. Hec is a very .
conscicntious, hard-working, honest' .
union official who has on many
occasions taken positions which have
paralicled those of TDU. When TDU.
wanted to reject - United Parcel
Scrvice contracts, very often -his
local was the first to reject them and *
very often his local had .been
engaged in strikes over the piling up
of grievances over contracts. Carcy

" would like to be clected becausc he

would like .to’ scc an honest and
democratic Union. ‘

Therc. arc. more .than common
objectives . between TDU and Ron
Carcy. If Carcy is clected, he will
open up the union; that would be of
benefit to Ron Carey, TDU and all
other Teamsters; it would mean that
the old burcaucracy would have been
defeated - if not definitively, at lcast
for the time being. That would be a-
fundamental change in the union.

WT: What guarantees are there
that if Ron wins the presidency the
_Teamsters would turn into a

= ____|
Democracy has remained the primary issue in the fight
of TDU, and is very closely linked with the fight for
rank and file control in the workplace, and for bread

and butter issues.

union, because they made
labour-peace payment to the union.
Once you had a situation where the
-employers and the union had entered
into that sort of collaboration, it
meant that anybody who denounced
the union was obviously threatening
the cmployer, or anybody who would
organisc against thc cmployer was
threatening the union, since their
interests werc in common. Thus
dissidents were systcmatically fired.

* In some cases, they were killed for

being - “dissidents.  This . wasn’t

#
It is now a question of power in the Teamsters, not a
question of building what will still be a minority

opposition movement.

“

not change the union, because it is

controlled by the mob which has a_ -

lot of influence. How does the his-
tory of TDU give an example that
these kind of changes are possible?

D.L.B: I think we could talk about
all the things that I just described in
answer to the previous question,
those accomplishments over many
years. But I would say that anybody
who said that at this moment in his-
tory would be making a big mistake.

e e e ST SRR lE — S =S s
You had a union which came to be controlled not only
by-the Mafia but also by the Republican Party. Its local
barons made labour-peace deals  with employers and

sold out their members.

Teamsters at the present time?

D.L.B: Over the years TDU has had
many different accomplishments: the
very existence of TDU, both nation-
ally and as a local caucus or a group
in the union, legitimises the right of
dissent; not only for TDU members,
which is important in itself, but for
every teamster who may not agree
with TDU. It says that people need
to have the right to stand up, to voice
their mind, and to be respected. That
was an important contribution. Just

‘their very existence broadened the

political- spectrum. in the Teamsters
Union. Furthermore, TDU for many
years wiged a campaign for democ-

1 would say, look, the International
Union leadership is in entire disar-
ray, they are at each other’s throats,

there is a great competition between
different factions in the union. The
existence of TDU, the candidacy of
Ron Carey, who is the reform can-
didate for president, not a TDU
member but whom TDU has éndors-
ed, has opened up the union in a way
lhat ‘hasn’t been seen before. The
current situation is lcgltlmlsmg the
right to dissent, the right to change
the union. 1 think that many of the
traditions of goons and thugs and the
repression that has - existed" in ‘the

union is not- going to exist.- The
.union is going to be gpen for change-

wide-spread; but you only havc to -
kill onc or two people to intimidate’

many. 'l"hat s: how the collusions

‘workcd

WT: How .do they oppose DU
activities at the present time? .

D.L.B; At the prcscnt time, I don't

believe the Mafia is an active orga-
nised force in the union. That whole
aspect of the Teamstcrs is much on
the defensive. There are, no doubt,
still Mafia-connccted officials in
power in some arcas. But that is not’

the biggest issue; it is basically cor-

rupt union officials, hooligan-typc
union officials. TDU is fighting burc-
aucracy, corruplion, and in somec
rare cases perhaps a mob-connected
official. :

WT: How would the lmage of the
Teamsters as a corrupt union make
the task of TDU more difficult?

D.L.B: In several ways. Obviously if
you have a union in which members
fear it may be controlled by the
Mafia, it makes people less likely to
become activists. It also ‘detracts
from the legitimacy of your union in
the society at large. That is, many
people have made the cquation in
their mind that  tcamster equals
mobstér. These have been the things
TDU has had to overcome over the
years. don't feclthey are big obsta-
‘cles at the moment.:

democratic union? In what sense
would TDU guarantee that in such
a case democracy and the fight for
better conditions will go together?

D.L.B: I think there is a possible
misunderstanding in the way you
asked ‘the qucstion, so may be I
should elaborate a little on the pre-
vious question.

Ron Carey says that he is going to
-choose a: slate of people to run with
him. I presume that he will include
among the people on his slate some
TDU members. I do not expect that
there will be a Ron Carey slate and
an opposing TDU slate, and so on.

Going back to your question, I
would say that there are no.guaran-
tees, this is human life. TDU has

_always said, even -about .its own

members, that you build a movement

_to kecp people honest, to kecp them

‘under the control of the movement
and to have them be an cxpression of
the movement.- So: I think if Ron
Carey is elected there will be a need
for a reform movement to push him
to carry out the rcfofms that he
wants to carry out, and perhaps to
reforms that he hasn't yet considered .
or may not be aware of. And in any
case to push to make the union take
on the employers.

The idca, most 1mportant is to
build a reform movement, to change
the union from the grassroots up.

WT: Iiow do you analyze the im-
pact of this convention on TDU’s
role and history?

D.L.B: I think it is the first different
convention that TDU has had in 15
years. The question used to be how
we can get people to join TDU, our
dissident opposition group. But I
think the question of this convention
is: how can we win over the middle
forces who are between TDU and the
International, between Ron Carey
and the Intcrnational; how do we
move the vast majority of the mem-
bers of this union in our direction?
That mcans it is a question of big
politics in the union which I think is
good; it is a-question of power in the
union that is being discussed and not
a question of building what will still
‘be a minority opposition movement.a
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Socialism is the only solution

Lars Karlsson, from Workers List in Sweden, talks to WT

Lars Karlsson is in the leadership of the recently-formed
Workers List (Arbetarlistan) as first-substitute member.
He was also in the interim leadership of the party until
the congress in May 90. He is a union activist in Volvo
car plant in the city of Gothenburg.

Behzad Barkhodaee,

Worker Today co-worker in

Sweden, talked to Lars Karlsson about the new party
and various issues concerning the Swedish labour
movement. Here we publish excerpts of this interview.
The last two issues of WT carried interviews with Ake
Wiklund and Kjell Eriksson, also from the Workers List.

Worker Today: How and why was
the Workers List formed out of
Social Democracy?

Lars Karlsson: It was the right-ward
shit of the Social Democrats
lcadership and the process of
cleavage between the government
section of the party and the trade
union affiliated members which led
to the formation of the Workers List.

WT: Why ‘is the party called
Workers List? j

L.K: First and forcmosl to glve an
identily, and to stress the link ‘with
the workers’ movement, al a time
when more and more workers feel
that'they don’t have a political Torce
‘which represents them: This:doesn't
mean, of course, that other groupings
cannot be in the party. But'it is an
organ for the labour movement.

WT: Is your aim to build a party
to take part in parliamentary elec-
tions?

L.K: For me clections are not par-
ticularly important. We want to build
a workers’ party that can unify the
class against the politics of austerity
that we are experiencing today, and
which can bring the working class to

‘power.

WT: There seem to be different
factions in the Workers List. What
are their differences, and with
which faction do you identify your-
self?

L.K: I think it is wrong to call thcm
factions. It is not so polariscd. What
you have, rather, arc peoplc from
different traditions who have got
togcther to build a workers’ party.
You can perhaps distinguish three
currents: first, a grouping which is
rooted in the old Left - both the
Maoist and the Left organisations
which originated from '68 youth
revolts. Secondly, many have come
from the Social Democratic party.
Their aim is to build a classical re-
formist social democratic party. In
the third: category are socialists with
a new orientation, carrying the tradi-
tions' of both the old Left and the
Social Democrats, who look for solu-
tions, to_the problems of the class.

" Thcy “have " the ambmon that “the
“Workers: List should be a party for

the workers, so that workers may be
able to take power in society. For
them the question of power is the
most central.

WT: What kind of social perspec-
tive and alternative does the Work-
ers List put forward?

L.K: I believe that socialism is the
only real solution. Because the alter-
nalives are: either a socialist
solution, or a total collapse of
society. When you look at how the
imperialist world is developing, you
see that it means the unleashing of
more and more destructive forces.

WT: Do you see the Workers List
more as a Swedish party, concern-
ed with union issues, or as an in-
ternationalist socialist party?

‘of  the - capitalists..

L.K: Judging by what went on in the
congress, there arc different view-
points on this. There is a strong nati-
onalist tendency, and there are also
people who aspire for a more inter-
nationalist party. For my part, I am
a committed internationalist. I think
that is the only solution for workers’
international co-operation; this is the
only response to the EC question and
to the politics of austerity today.

WT: What is your view on Europe-
an integration and the - European
Community?- -

L.K: We have a resolution on the

EC which is quite good. It -represents
an. opening. for  international «co-
operation. We say no to. the Europe
We- call. for.a
workers' Europe.. o

WT: How do ybu view the”Scan-
dinavian Welfare State and its fu-
ture?

L.K: The Social Democratic model
in Sweden has come to an end; that
model is not possible any more. It
was possible in Sweden because of
certain material circumstances duc to
Sweden’s position in WW2, etc,
which made it possible to raise the
standard of living of the workers
without too much burden on capital.

The compromise between Social
Democracy and capital in Sweden is
no longer possible. They are now
beginning to privatize the public
sector which is the biggest in the
world.

WT: What we see today is a stepp-
-ed up offensive against the work-
ers’ living condition in Scandina-
via. How should this be fought
back?

L.K: I think in the next few years
workers' living standard will fall; it
has already begun to fall. Of course,
by intcrnational standards, the situa-
tion of the workers in Sweden is still
quite good. But they are being push-
ed back morc and morc; and here, of
course, there is a limit to how far
they can go.

The only way you can fight it is to
mobilize the labour movement and
the trade union movement against
this attack. It should not be accepted
any more. It is only through collcc-
tive action that you can fight it.

WT: Ilow do you explain the rise
of right-wing and racist parties
today?

L.K: I don’t think thcy represent a
big threat. 1 don’t belicve the fascist
organisalions can grow so strong
today; there is no longer that social
layer they can build on. I don't think
any fascist grouping in Europe can
grow strong today as they did in the
1930s. They don’t have much sup-
port in working class. Of course,
racism. exists. But they can’t win
support from workers in their attacks
against the immigrants. They are
isolated; They can’t win a social
support for their activities:

WT: A proposal at the Workers
List congress to call for the bann-
ing of racist organisations was vo-
ted down. What is your view? . .

‘L.Ki:-l thmk it is wroné to liai?c lhcm

banned. “You won't fight racist or-
ganisations by the help of the bour-
geois state. You can only fight them
on the strects. Because.as soon.as
you have a law banning the fascist
organisations, the same clause could
be used against the other side. The
fascist organisations should be fought
face to face. There is nothing to
discuss between us and them.

WT: Ifow is the situation of immi-
grant workers in Sweden?

L.K: The immigrant workers have
the worst jobs; they have a worse
social situation compared to the Swe-
dish workers. In the workplaces
where there are immigrant workers,
there is no problem between Swedish
and immigrant workers.

WT: What do you think of the
demand for a 35-hour week?

L.K: I think it is important. There
should be a reduction of working
hours. In Sweden the issuc most
discussed has been a 30-hour week

WT: Is it true that many have left
the Swedish LO?

L.K: Many have lcft the Social
Democrats but not the LO [the Swe-
dish Trade Union Confederation].
Only a few have left the LO. The
problem with the LO is that the right
has thc power in it. It is the same
problem of the trade unions, where
the social democrats always have the
main influence. Here the only way
forward is to challenge the leader-
ship, to make them solve the prob-
lems that workers arc facing: the
problem of inflation, etc; make them
take practical action; for example on
the important question of indexing
wages to inflation, somcthing which
the unions have always been avoid-
ing. In the mean time rcal wages
have kept falling. Today this is even
morc crucial than, for example, the
question of reduction of working
time.

WT: How do you see the future of
the Workers List?

L.K: T think therc are good oppor-
tunitics for.thc Workers List,,provid-
cd that it responds to the concrete
social questions which must be tack-
led, It must show, in this way, how
it s different from the other political
partics. There is- always 'a risk of
:‘bcmg reduced to a mcre prcssurc
. group. It is only. when you have'a
party, that aclxvcly takcs part in the
slrugglc in the workplaccs lhat you
can win the confidence of the ‘work-
ers,

WT: What ”i‘sf‘“fixé”‘key Tssue ‘a'n‘d
demand for the Workers List
today?

L.K: The most important question is
to show concrclcly how workers can
win power in socicty. That is fun-
damental. You have to have power to
be'able to change, to be ablc to im-
plement your programme, That is
why it is difficult to say what ques-
tion at this moment is the most im-
portant - whether it is the 6-hour
day, the problem of unemployment,
cte - since these are junctural issues.
But they all end up in the question of
power. *

We having nothing to do with the Islamic Council
@® After 20 years on the job, I get $2.25 a day.

Iran-Freeze factory was built in
1962 with the help of the US Gene-
ral Electric. It is a producer of
refrigerators, freezers and air-con-
ditioners, and has a workforce of
around 350.

In a recent interview with the
official weekly, Kar-o-Kargar, publ-
ished in Tehran,, Iran-Freeze
workers talked about their condi-
tions and about their relation with
the factory’s Islamic Council -
state-made, non-representative
organs formed in some workplaces.
We publish here excerpts of this
interview:

HESSEIN-GHOLI BORII, 12 years
on the job, supports a family of
seven: I get 2,000 rials {$1.6] a day.
Even if I work overtime, my wages
are not cnough to make cnds mect. |
am embarrassed to mcct my children
with empty hands.

MORTEZA SHAFIEE, worker in the
press scetion: I have worked here for
11 ycars, and [ have four children. 1

am paid 2,400 rials [$2] a day which
1 am not satisfied with. I also have to
pay the rent with this money.

MOHAMMAD KHANDESTANI,
worker in the Banderole section: I
am not satisfied with my job because
of the severity of the work, the low
pay and various problems. After 20
years on the job, my pay is 2,700
rials [$2.25] a day. 1 support a family
of eight.

- We want the facts to be told! Why
don’t our wages go up in line with
inflation?

- The machines are very noisy, and
we have no ear-protection devices.

- I work with Thinner solvents. In
winters because of the fumes, you
can't breathe, lct alone work!

HAMDOLLAH JELODARI, 21
years  on the job: Our lungs have
turned as black as the factory walls
here. They give us milk once a;week

which is not enough.

VALIOLLAH SAFDARI, 57 years
old; has paid insurance for 24 years:
I move the merchandise out of the lift
by hand. It is very hard, but I have
no choice, because if I retire, I can’t
live on a 30,000 rial [$25] monthly
pension.

- Nobody will retire, because the
pension is so low.

~ I have health insurance, but I have
searched everywhere for medicine
without any luck. You have to have
connections in high places to get into
hospitals.

- The insurance certificate is of no
use anymore; it is not accepted any-
where. I have had to pay a whole
day’s wage for a doctor’s visit. You
can't find medicine. ... We have
come to the conclusion that it’s no
use talking anymore. -

VATANCHI, the Manager: We have
an intimate and fruitful relation with

the Islamic Council ... We have
weekly mectings  with  Council
brothers on production and other
issues.

MIR-EBAD SATTARZADEH,
worker in the plastics scction,
answering the question whether the
workers take up their gricvances with
the Islamic Council: No! We have
nothing to do with the Islamic Coun-
cil, and they have nothing to do with
us. We are now in the second round
of Council elections. We took part in
the elections, but these Councils arc
not capable of working.

Another worker: It is 11 ycars since
the Revolution, but not once has the
Labour Ministry visited the factory to
look into our problems. At clection
times they talk about the poor, but
oncc elected, they forget everything.
I would like to ask, is it the workers
who should elect their own represen-
tatives in the factory, or the Labour
Ministry?! Some people who only got
the vote of 90 out of the 400 workers
here, said they were the rcpresenta-
tives becausc .thc Labour Ministry
has chosen them! We want the Labo-
ur Ministry to inform us of their
decisions. We don’t know who has
real responsibility, so that we could
talk to them! %

USA: Teamster
reformers
hold convention

The 15th annual convention of
Tecamsters for a Democratic Union
(TDU), a reform movement within
the Teamsters Union in the US, was
held from 26 to 28th October in Det-
roit, reports Ali Javadi, WT co-
worker, who was at the convention.

About 550 delegates from across
the USA and Canada gathered to
discuss the statc of the movement
and their clection campaign for the
June '91 Teamsters convention.

Addressing the convention, Bill
Slater, a TDU member, said: "We ...
have an opportunity not only to turn
the Teamstcrs around, but to turn the
cntire labor movement around”.

At the June convention, TDU dele-
gates will be pressing for constitu-
tional changes intended to democra-
tize the union and rcmove corrupt
officials. °

TDU is also backing a reform-
candidatcs slate headed by Ron
Carey who s running for Teamsters
General President. The elections arc
duc at the end of 1991. e 3
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IN BRIEF

BRITAIN

® The small Scottish arca of the
National Union of Mincworkers
failed in its atiempt to force the
resignation of Arthur Scargill, the
NUM president. The move was
made in the wake a call by Mr
Scargill for industrial action over
pay which just failed to gain majo-
rity support. -

® Thousands of North Sca Oil
catering workers arc ready to take
strike action if the employers do
not agree to a 14.5 per cent pay
deal. Union representatives have
accuscd the employers of having
reneged on the deal,

® Union lcadcers at British Acro-
spacc said that thcy would fight
the closurc of military aircraft
plants’ which. would Icad to the
loss of 5,000 jobs, or 17% of the
worklforce. The unions have called
for the redeployment of workers
from military aircrafl to commg_i"—’
cial aircraft operations. ’
CANADA" 7
After 112 days on strike, unions
in the Algoma steclworks signed
an agrecement which provides an
85-cent-an-hour wage increcasc
over three years plus improve-
ments to the company’s pension
plan, limited indexing of pensions
and improved protection against
the contracting out of jobs. A ma-
jority of the workers of the five
locals on strike voted to accept the
agrccment.

ITALY

The Olivetti computer group plans
to lay off 7,000 workcrs world-
wide in 1991 - 4,000 in ltaly and
3,000 abroad. The layoffs rcpre-
sent about 12 per ccent of the
group's total workforce.

VENEZUELA

The Venczuclan Congress has
approved a labour law reform bill
which includes a shorter work
week, longer maternity leaves and
severance bencfits. ’

100,000s on strike: Raise wages! Government must resign! No to a Gulf war!

Turkish workers: mobilizing ten
years after the coup

‘WT News Service:

A strike by 50,000 mincworkers in
the city of Zonguldak in Turkey has
been joined by thousands of workers
in- other coalfields and industries,
developing into a massive campaign
for better conditions and pay and
against war in the Gulf, reports Reza
Shahrestani, WT correspondent.

. ‘The miners, who are demanding a
pay rise of up to 900 per cent, began
their strike on 30 November after the
breakdown of talks with the coal
board.

The strike has received tremen-
dous support from other sectors.
Alrecady 100,000 steel and auto
workers are on strike, and workeis
in the textile and paper industrics are
sct to follow suit. 280,000 mine-

workers producing coal for the
power scctor, who have no legal
right to strike, have gone on a go-
slow.

A general strike has been called
for 3rd January, the first such action
in more than 10 years. The one and
a half million members of Turk-Is,
the main trade union confederation,
are expected to take part in the ac-
tion, in defiance of an injunction
banning it. The government has call-
ed on the employers to report the
names of all those who stay away
from work.

The strikers have opposed the
government’s war policy in the Gulf
and called for the resignation of
President Turgut Ozal. "One and a
half million people in Zonguldak say

no to this war!", says Salaheddin
Ataman, deputy gencral secretary of
the miners’ union in Zonguldak in an
interview with Worker Today (Sce
below).

The strike has been combined with
huge demonstrations and rallics, and
public support for the strike has been
solid. According to the Turkish daily
Hurriyet, 150,000 pcople took part in
miners’ rally on 4 December chant-
ing, "We will die, but won't go
back!", "Ozal must go!", and
"Government must resign!”. The
schools have kept closed throughout,
and the city is now under siege by
the security forces.

In an interview with Radio Swe-
den’s Turkish service, Semsi
Denizer, first secretary of the local

This strike opens up a new perspective
before the Turkish working class interview

Salaheddin Ataman, deputy gene-
ral secretary of the Coal Miners
Union in the city of Zonguldak,
talked over the phone to Reza
Shahrestani, WT correspondent,
about the miners’ strike. The
interview took place one week
into the strike. Excerpts:

llow long is the strike going to
last?

The strike started on 30 November.
Each day morc and more people
have gathered outside the union
gates. Everyone i8 behind the strike.
We will continue the strike until we
win our demands.

Do you see this massive action as
beginning a new era after the end
of the military rule?

Yes. This strike opens up a new
perspective before the Turkish work-
ing class. The mineworker who
works for 300,000 to 500,000 lira
has had enough. We shall continue
our struggle until we win our natural

rights and demands, and install full
democracy.

What is your view on the Gulf
war?

The one and a half million people
living in Zonguldak city say, "No to
this war!"

In what ways should workers in
other countries show their solida-
rity?

Now that the people of Turkey have
come to know our situation, we want
also the whole world to know. All
the time we are receiving solidarity
telegrams and messages from work-
ers of various sectors all over the
world, in particular from the mine-
workers® organisations. We are natu-
rally delighted. It is a success in
Turkey that the mineworkers in their
fight for the rights of the working
people, have drawn the solidarity of
the world. We sincerely thank all
those who have expressed their sup-
port for us.

What do you think of the idea of

The struggle for NY Daily News

WT News Service:

2,500 workers of the New York Daily
News have been on strike since 25
October against the management’s
calls for drastic wage cuts and a
"management rights” clausc that
would give it aimost full control of
the workplace, wiping out decadcs of
gains won by the workers.

The ‘company is producing the
paper having replaced the striking
workers by 1300 non-union workers.
But an cffective boycolt campaign
has led to the virtual disappcarance
of the paper from the newsstands.
The company has hired over 1,000
homeless people for distribution.

The owners, the Chicago’s

Tribune group, scem to be hoping
for a re-run of the Chicago Tribune
dispute in 1985 when they used the
same stratcgy to break the unions.
The company is reported to have
spent at least $25 million - and per-
haps twicc that - preparing for the
strike, according to the New York
Times (Nov. 13)

But strong support for the strikers
from workers in other sectors has
meant that the company will be
facing no easy fight. Hundreds of
unions have given their backing to
the strike with contributions and
advice; massive rallies have been
held in support of the strike in front
of the News's offices. Some drivers
have helped the boycott by scooping

up bundled papers dropped off by
non-union drivers.

The paper is estimated to be losing
between $3 million to $6 million dol-
lars a week due to the drop in cir-
culation, and as the bulk of the ad-
vertisers have defected to rival
papers.

. According to a report in Labor
Notes, published in the US, the com-
pany has filed a lawsuit, charging the
unions with coordinating and condon-
ing violence. By late November,
police had arrested 107 people on
strike-related charges.

A union leader speaking in a tele-
vision debate described the strike as
a turning point in the struggle of the
American working class.

forming committees of solidarity
with the Turkish miners?

We say to the whole world that all
mineworkers are brothers. We will
welcome the building of such com-
mittees to prevent the strike from
being broken by the exploiters of
labour power, and block the export
of coal to Turkey. If such actions
have already taken place, on bchalf
of all the mineworkers in Zonguldak
I extend my sincere thanks.

How has the press in Turkey reac-
ted to the strike?

The whole press, all democratic for-
ces, lawyers and contract engineers
in Turkey, as well the entire people
of Zonguldak arc supporting the
strike.

Have the employers gone ahead
with their threat of lockout?

They have decided to implement a
lockout, but have not been able to
issue it in the workplaccs. They can
neither issue it, nor implement it,
since in that casc the miners will be
forced to take further action.

miners’ union, said: Turkish Radio
and TV have kept silent on the strike
and the workers’ demands. They
only mention the news of the strike
and only voice thc views of the
government and the President. This
is Ozal's and the ruling Motherland
party’s radio and TV. We call on
workers of the world to support us.

Since the military coup of 12 Scp-
tember 1980 and the bloody repres-
sion which followed, the present
strikes arc the most scrious challenge
to the government and cmployers.
They represent a revitalization in the
labour movement, which promises to
bring. to an end Turkey’s political
climate of the '80s and open a ncw
decade bearing the imprint of the
working class:

Iran:
Labour
activist
executed

WT News Service:

As its latest act of savage terror
against militant workers, the Islamic
government in Iran has executed
Abdollah Beyvaseh, a wcll-known
worker in the western city of Mari-
van and an activist of thc town’s
Bakcry Workers Union.

According to a rcport by the Com-
munist Party of Iran, Abdollah
Beyvasch, who was 25 years of age,
had been arrested and gaoled several
times before. He had been working
as a bakery worker for the past five
years.

During its 11 years of bloody rcp-
ression, the Islamic government in
Iran has executed hundreds of work-
crs. Last year it announced the ex-
ccution of Jamal Chcragh-Vaissy
who was arrcsted shortly after speak-
ing at an indcpendent May Day rally.
A large number of militant workcers
arc currently held in detention, along
with thousands of political prisoners.

It is now a question of
power in the union.

Dan La Botz, from the Teamsters for a

.Democratic Union in the US, talked to Worker

Today about the fight to change the union. p.10

We want to build a
workers’ party that can
unify the class.

Lars Karlsson, from the Workers List party in
Sweden, in interview with Worker Today. p.11




