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Ake Wiklund, from Arbetarlistan in Sweden in interview with WT:

Social Democrats cannot
live up to being a workers’ party

WT: How and why did the Workers’
List develop from within Social
Democracy?

AW: The Workers’ List has been

formed because the Social Democrats.

cannot live up to being a workers’
party; they can’t represent us in a
proper way.

WT: In what way is your party
different from the Social Democrats?

AW: Our difference is that we say it
should be workers themselves who
should decide and . put forward
demands based on their own real
conditions. Today we have
representatives who live under totally
different circumstances and who,
therefore, cannot really represent us.

WT: What are the demands that your
party calls for?

AW: Our first demand is that the
workers should have the possibility
of a decent life. We want a more just
distribution of wealth. We must
remember that after all Sweden is a
rich’ country where it is possible to
guarantee a decent life for everyone.

We shall engage in all questions;
the question of wealth distribution,
the issue of immigrants, etc.

WT: How do you see issues such as
a 35-hour week?

AW: We are for a shortening of
working hours; they should be
reduced as much as it is possible. A
35-hour week is an objective to aim
for.

WT: What specific programme does
your party have for a 35-hour week?

AW: Up to now we have had no
programme. But we believe that it is
possible to cut the hours to 35 today.
You don’t need to make long-term
planning. There is room for it now.

WT: Among which sections of
Swedish workers does the Workers’
List have its influence? How strong is
your influence?

AW: 1t is precisely those on the
shopfloor who are in the Workers’
List; it is there that we are strong,
and it is there we will put out our
message. We have no TV programme
or newspaper of our own, but we are
in the workplaces. Those who are in
the Workers’ List are workers of all
kinds: from hospital workers to
industrial workers.

We are going to have a much
wider influence than what we have
today. We have had an influence both
through -the Workers® List and the
Dala movement. But it is not possible
to measure this influence.

WT: What is the relation between
your party and the Dala movement?

AW: The Dala movement was an
expression through the union. It was
a pressure on the trade union in the
first place. There you could have
whatever political viewpoints that you
had. The only condition was that you
strived for the same goal. We had
this consensus in Dala on labour
issues, .

The Dala movement is still there.
They work at contract times and so
on. But many are in both Dala and in
the Workers® List.

_

Ake Wiklund, wellknown union activist in the
Swedish labour movement, is the founder of the
rank and file Dala movement (Dalauppropet). In early
1990, Ake Wiklund and a section of labour activists
left the ruling Social Democrats to found a new
party called Arbetarlistan (Workers’ List).

Mostafa Saaber and Behzad Barkhodaee, Worker
Today co-workers, talked to Ake Wiklund about the
new party and some current world issues.

The coming issues of Worker Today will feature
interviews with two other leading activists from the
Workers’ List, Kjell Eriksson and Lars Karlsson.
These interviews could not be published in this issue

for reasons of space.

e

WT: Tell us about your relationship
with the unions in Sweden. .

AW: We are members of the LO [the
Swedish trade union federation]. We
have the party - the Workers' List -
where we work on the legislative side
to bring about changes, such as a 35-
hour week, improved holiday laws,
etc. And we have the LO. We have
not thought of starting a new trade
union; there is no reason for that. But
there is all reason to change the LO.

WT: Sometime ago the Social
Democratic government tried to ban
strikes and apply a wage freeze. The
LO leadership backed the- move.
What is your view on this matter?

AW: It is clear that the Social
Democratic government is intending
to take away the right to strike. Even
the LO leader, and the leaders of all
LO member-unions support this. It is
at such a time that you have to ask
where we are really heading. They
want to take away our perhaps most

years; there should be limitations on
the number of terms you stand
candidate for the parliament.

WT: These actions have not stopped.
For example, only recently Saab-
Scania workers were tried and
convicted for wildcat strikes. What
did your party do in this specific case
and what will do in the face of the
increasing attacks?

AW: We are on the side of the
workers. Obviously in such a
situation we would support a strike,
A strike does not occur because of
workers. It takes place because the
employers. follow a wage policy that
forces people to strike. )

We are acting all the time. We
hold demonstrations around various
issues. In the near future we are
going "to have a meeting against
racism together with many other
organisations. We have prepared
material on such issues as housing,
the rent question, and so on. We are
engaged in such work constantly.

B ———  — —— __——————"————

After Socialism has been brought down, the right
throughout the world gets a chance to consolidate itself.
We can already see these trends, and this is very
worrying. It is after such events that racism raises its
head. At such a time we must come forward with
something new and say what socialism really is.

__e_e—a-—--—---————--——

important legal weapon.

WT: What did your party do about
this and what is it going to do in
future?

AW: We have to have such laws and
regulations that people don't end up
in a situation where they can't
represent the people that they are
supposed to represent. For example,
a union representative should be
elected only for a maximum of six

WT: There secems to be different
factions in the Workers® List. Could
you tell us about their diffrences, and
which faction are you close to?

AW: I am a little doubtful about how
the production of wealth will take
place. It is not certain that we go for

planned economy. The question of

ownership is also awkward. How
much should one own? Where will
the line be drawn? This applies even
to agriculture. There can be large

differences of opinion here. But we
certainly have no divided opinion on
the question of distribution of wealth,
As socialists we often have the same
views..

WT: Have these differences
developed into clear-cut lines?

AW: I am talking in general terms,
We have fractions who have come

.. from other parties - from communist
- to left groups. If these people can’t

get a response for their views, then

: you have not built a really new party.
“We can’t throw people out, for this is

a democratic party. If the party is
going to turn into another old sect,
which have existed before, then we
will shut it down. Then it won’t be
something new.

WT: The European integration is not
far away. How, in your view, should
the workers respond to this?

AW: T shall first talk about the
European Community. We are not
for EC in that form. The EC is being
built by capitalists so that they can
exploit the workforce as they wish.
The natural response to this should be
that we, from various countries, work
together, speak the same language in
the labour movement, so that we can
influence the course of events. This
means  starting - co-operation  in
different forms - in Italy, in France
or in Iran for example - between
forces such as the Workers’ List.
Otherwise we will come off rather
badly in this fight.

In international work we are
always lagging behind the capitalists.
We should have started much earlier.
But although workers have always
had it harder than capital, there
already exists in fact some degree of
international co-operation. It is
always a question of funds, i.e. being
able to finance preparation of
meetings, etc.

WT: In view of what has happened
in Eastern Europe, many are looking
to Scandinavian Social Democracy.
What do you think about this?

AW: The Social Democrats began
more than one hundred years ago.
They have had a good orientation and
managed it very well. But then they
grew away from what they were
initially; other people came with
other values. Particularly in the past
20 to 30 years they have kept capital
under their arms. They have managed
the country on a capitalist economic
basis.

In Sweden, we have had up to now
a better distribution policy than most
other countries. We are going to
build anew what the pioneer Social
Democrats began.

WT: What do you have to say to the
East European workers who are
shown the Swedish example? What
future do you think is in store for
them?

AW: The East bloc countries should
turn  to  something new. The
alternative is not capitalism; it is not
the [official] parties in Sweden. If
you have to choose between four bad
things then you choose the least bad!

How can you make sure that a
social ‘democratic policy does not
degenerate and become capitalist? In
the Workers’ List we will have such
a set-up that there will no possibility
of things going that way. People
should not go to parliament because
they are paid higher there. You
should only- go because of your
ideology.

WT: There was a time when the
labour movement offered an overall
alternative for society - workers’
revolution, equality, ... But we see
today - that the labour movement,
unlike the early twentieth century, is
not organised around such objectives.
What perspective has your party put
before itself?

AW: There is no doubt that socialists
or socialism are not in any way dead.
But they have been- misused by
communists. It is not communism or
socialism that is bad. The alternative
is definitely not capitalism - it has
done nothing but oppress people for
centuries. I can understand when
people in the East European countries
become afraid of socialism. But there
is no other real way out but
socialism.

WT: But there are different
interpretations of socialism. For
example, Social Democracy, Russian-
type socialism, and the socialism
which workers wanted and which
Marx represented.

AW: For me socialism is precisely
what I feel. No body can describe it
to me. It is something that a worker
is, as it were, born with. It has basic
principles, such as a just policy of
wealth distribution. ... It can look
very different from person to person.
In my opinion, it looks very different
with the ordinary workers on the
shopfloor than it does with people
sitting high up. The socialism that 1
am talking about is what these people
here express. They have never been
Communists or Social Democrats, but
they have common sense to think and
see this unjust distribution policy
which we have had in Sweden in the
last 10 to 15 years. You can hardly
call it a socialist government that
channels money to the rich.
Enormous sums are given precisely to

those who already have a lot. This is

no socialist politics.

WT: You talk of a just distribution of
wealth. But is this possible without
changing production?

AW: I think one can change the
system of ({[wealth] distribution
without going in and changing the
way production is run. After you
produce something, then the question
is how to distribute it. Then if you
have a union which intervenes in
matters, if you have a workers’
government which can see over this
distribution, then it would be enough.
Otherwise, the result will be a
distorted distribution policy.

WT: But as long as production is
owned by a few, whatever you may
do with distribution, it is in the end
those who control production that will
determine things. Of course, you will
be able to make reforms, but you
won't bring about fundamental
changes.

AW: In answer to your earlier
question, "Is it possible to change
distribution without changing the
production”, I said yes, it is possible.
But I also say that it is necessary to
go in and change the way things are
run. As I said before, even if we
don’t have full ownership, we have to
be there and have a say. Already
there is a lot that could be distributed
and which they fail to do. The
government and the unions should do
this. But in the long-term we have to
change the production; simply, more
ownership for the workers
themselves.

WT: Racism is today on the rise in
Europe, including in Sweden. How
do you see this question, and does
your party have a programme in this
connection?

AW: This is among our most
important questions. It is included in
our programme. Once they have
brought down socialism, the right
throughout the world gets a chance to
consolidate itself. We can already see
these trends, and this is very
worrying. It is after such events that
racism raises its head. At such a time
we must come forward with
something new and say what
socialism really is.
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May Day is an internationalist tradition!

Majed Ebrahimi, labour activist from Iranian Kurdistan, talks to Worker Today

Majed Ebrahimi (pseudonym) is a
labour activist from Iranian Kur-
distan. His real name and the his-
tory of his activity in the labour
movement is not published here for
security reasons. Mostafa Saaber,
Worker Today co-worker, arranged
an interview with Ebrahim Majedi
on various issues concerning the
labour movement in Kurdistan.
Excerpts:

WT: What are the workers’ most
urgent demands in Kurdistan?

ME: Wage increases is the workers’
main demand. Unemployment insu-
rance and the shorter working hours
are others. At the moment wide-
spread - though dispersed - struggles
are going on for pay rises and reduc-
tion in working time.

WT: In the May Day rallies reso-
lutions have been passed containing
workers’ demands. Which sections of
the workers do these demands con-
cern most?

ME: The demands in these resolu-
tions are those of all workers in Iran.
They are class demands. The fact that
certain workers have not been able to
participate in those rallies, or have
not éven seen the resolutions, makes
no difference. They are still the de-
mands of all workers in kurdistan and
all over Iran.

WT: In those resolutions you have
called, for example, for 40-hour
working weeks, ...

ME: Yes. The demand for a 40-hour
week has been widely raised among
the workers in Iran since 1978. The
fact that this has not been won yet,
and that in most sectors, like con-
struction and small workshops, they
still have to work 11 hours a day, is

a result of our weakness, i.e. the fact
that we do not have permanent or-
ganisations. But the protest against
the long hours has-always existed.

WT: Do you think it is correct to
raise the demand for a 35-hour week
at this moment?

ME: Yes. I think it is. Many may
object that we have not yet won the
40-hour week, and so it is not feas-
ible to go for 35 now. But as far as
the workers of Sanandaj [the main
city in Iranian Kurdistan] are con-
cerned, the call for a 35-hour work
week is completely relevant among
the advanced workers. We have talk-
ed about it in our First of May ral-
lies. In Europe they are getting a 35-
hour week, and we should not be
satisfied even with a 40-hour week.

WT: Tell us about the labour orga-
nisations in Sanandaj.

ME: There are already official unions
among workers of various trades.
Some have been around for a long
time, like the bakers union which was
set up in 1963. But they have not
been very effective in influencing the
workers’ conditions. This is because
they are under the influence of the
Labour Office and the workers have
no participation in them.

In some factories workers’ councils
were formed, lasting until 1982, 83.
They were effective to some extent.
They held regular general assemblies
and waged successful struggles in
some areas such as resisting payments
imposed by the government for the
war effort and against being dispatch-
ed to the war fronts. But at the mo-
ment there exists a serious vacuum of
labour organisations.

WT: What has been done so far to
fill this vacuum?

ME: A few days before May Day
1986, a number of workers from

various trades such as carpenters,
mechanics, electricians, tailors, con-
struction workers, ... etc, got togeth-
er and decided to build am organisa-
tion, independent both of the Labour
Office and the government, and
which all workers, even the un-
employed, would be able to join.
After a few mass meetings we con-
tacted the Labour Office. They said
that our union would be recognised
only on the condition that the Labour
Office had a say in it. We did not
accept this. So a union was built
unofficially, called Sana'igar [The
Industrialist]. In its first few months
it had a membership of 250. At a
later stage this reached 400. We had
wecekly general meetings. The union
did some practical things, too, like
insuring workers of small workshops,
and enforcing a shorter working week
in some workplaces. It was an impor-
tant basis for holding the May Day
meetings. It was dissolved in 1988 by
the government.

WT: What other factors, apart from
government repression, do you think
contributed to the dissolution of the
union?

ME: The union did not pay due at-
tention to workers’ economic de-
mands; this discouraged the
members. On the other hand, the
employers kept pressing the Labour
Office that the union was a nuisance.
So the Labour Office sabotaged our
work. The union did not succeed in
forming links with "official unions
which it considered as yellow and
state-influenced. There were also
different trends in it. For example
there were those who believed that
we should act within the law. Some
others said that the union should be
exclusive to one trade. But the majo-
rity disagreed. Our active role in
organising the First of May meetings
had aroused much concern in the
Labour Office and other government
organs. 1 was involved in all the

activities of the union, and, for my
part, I can say that we were very
inexperienced.

In the autumn of 1987 serious
threats began to be issued by the
Labour Office.

The union was finally closed down
after the 1988 First of May events.

WT: Has the Islamic Republic suc-
ceeded in establishing . Islamic
Councils in Sananda;j?

ME: No. They tried to do this a few
times in some factories, but did not
succeed. The workers have not al-
lowed them to set up these organs.

WT: How were the First of May
rallies in fact organised?

ME: A few months before every
First of May, an organising body,
made up of workers from different
industries as well as from various
trades, would be formed to prepare
for the rallies over these months.

WT: Did you have contacts with
workers in other cities in Kurdistan?

ME: Some steps were taken towards
this. The Sana’tgar union also worked
in this direction. But the contacts
were not yet strong enough.

WT: What, in your view, are the
achievements of the First of May
meetings up to now?

ME: May Day is an internationalist
tradition, and has become popular
among the workers. This is very
important. These rallies have helped
to strengthen the traditiéon of class
struggle. The relations among the
workers have grown closer; many
have got to know each other. Many
workers have become trained in pro-
moting the class struggle. People now
seriously count on workers’ power.
They see that on the day of their
international celebration, workers
forcibly get hold of a gathering place,
hold their rally under the nose of the
government, pass resolutions and
distribute their resolutions widely.
Before 1980-1981, there was very
little talk of Labour Day. Now it is
on everyone’s lips.

WT: What tendencies exist among
the workers?

ME: Among the workers of Kurdis-
tan that I know of, sympathy towards
communism is very much stronger
than other tendencies. This can be
seen in the widespread support for
Komala [Kurdistan section of the
Communist party of Iran], it can be
seen in the workers® resolutions and
demands, and in their activities. For
example, the resolutions are not con-
cerned only with a specific trade;
they are not limited to Kurdistan or
Iran. They contain workers’ class and
international demands. They are soci-
alist resolutions, which only a com-
munist current could put forward.

There are other - though very weak
-tendencies. For instance a conserva-
tive trend which tries to obstruct the
work of radical workers and advo-
cates compromise with the govern-
ment. ...

WT: As my .final question, let me
ask you about the repression against
workers under the Islamic Republic.
Tell us also about Jamal Cheragh-
Vaissy who was executed last year.

ME: The Islamic Republic has begun
a wave of detention of workers in
Sanandaj since 1987. It has thrown
workers in gaol, has executed them
and has established military clamp-
downs in order to stop the workers’
actions. The execution of Jamal was
only one such crime of the govern-
ment against the workers.

I used to know Jamal from the
Sana’tgar union and during his work
in connection with a workers’ fund,
from 1986. In the 1987 May Day
meeting he was member of the rally’s
security, and the following year he
worked closely with the meeting's
organising committee. In 1989 he
was a speaker at the rally, where he
talked ‘about unemployment benefit
and working hours. He was arrested
a few days after this meeting and was
executed a few months later. Jamal
was executed because he was a work-
er who had protested against capital-
ism and exploitation. My message to
workers all over the world is to con-
demn and protest against this crime
of the government in Iran. O

“

From Page 12

Palestinian
workers ...

union dues, they are not permitted by
the Histadrut or by the Israeli govern-
ment to vote in the Histadrut elections
or have the right to full representa-
tion. The Histadrut claims that these
workers are allowed to join the local
Histadrut workers’ committee. But
the reality is that the Histadrut mem-
bers and leaders in those factories do
everything they can to exclude the
Palestinian workers from having full
representation.

WT: Would you tell us about the
history and the condition of the
labour movement in the occupied
territories. e

MR: The labour movement here is
undergoing a dramatic transforma-
tion. The unions in the occupied
territories had been split since 1981,
and in March of this year there was a
reunification of the trade union move-
ment, bringing together a broad range
of trade unions into one unified fede-
ration. So that has been a very excit-
ing move. It has made organisation’
possible on a level that really had not
been possible in the past. Another
major factor is obviously in the upris-
ing itself which has led to a variety of
things in Palestinian society. There is
an ‘increased number of collective
agreements and an increased sophis-
tication in these agreements. For
example this year, for the first time,
we saw a collective agreement which

barred discrimination against women
workers. The unions have had to deal
with problems which are unique in
the situation of the occupation and the
uprising. An obvious example is the
curfew. If the workers are under
curfew for two weeks, the employers
have the right to replace them. The
workers lose their pay for those two
weeks. So all these issues of the way
the occupation and the uprising affect
workers have been addressed through
negotiations between the unions and
the Palestinian employers. As far as
the Isracli employers are concerned,
they refuse to negotiate altogether.

WT: What percentage of the Pales-
tinian workers work in the occupied
territories and what percentage go to
Israel to work there?

MR: Around 50/50. The thing is that
most of the workers who work in
Israel do so without registering. The
Israeli government says that these
workers are illegal. But the Pales-
tinian trade union movement rejects
the word illegal because in fact the
government policy of deducing 35%
of their wages, not giving them any
benefits in exchange, is in fact legal.
Before the uprising about half of the
workers who work in Israel did so
throughthe Labour Office. According
to official government statistics, this
figure is down to about 14% . Al-
though the number of workers who
worked in Israel really has not
changed dramatically during the up-
rising, more and more workers are
refusing to work through the Labour
Offices, because they don’t want to

pay taxes for which they receive no

benefit.

WT: Could you tell us about the
current living and working conditions
of the Palestinian workers in the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip?

MR: The living condition of the
workers who work inside Israel is
appalling. It is very similar to the
hostels for the workers in South
Africa. In Eilat, for example, you
have large workers’ hostels where
workers sleep and are kept under
armed guard at night, not permitted
to walk around on the streets. In Tel
Aviv, most of the workers either
actually sleep in the factories or in
the restaurants where they work, on
the floor, or the construction site.
There have been many cases where
workers have died while spending the
night in Israel - because they were
injured at a construction site, or burn-
ed by Israeli racists while asleep. In
the agricultural sector the workers
spend the night in the fields. I have
visited some of these fields and seen
the workers, with their clothes, their
food and their bedding just covered
in pesticide dust, because they spray
pesticides and fungicides and all other
chemicals while the workers are
sleeping in the fields. As far as the
working conditions are concerned,
Palestinian workers, like the migrant
workers everywhere, take the hardest
and dirtiest jobs. They have no pro-
tection from the Histadrut, and are
faced with the racism of the Israeli
employers and the Israeli govern-
ment.

WT: They would probably be the
first ones to be fired and the last ones
to be hired?

MR: Of course. Even legally, the
Palestinian workers for the most part
are categorized as 'daily workers’
which means that they do not accu-
mulate seniority. So a palestinian
worker who has worked in a factory
for 10 years would have no seniority.
Whereas an Israeli worker who works
in the factory for one year would
have one year seniority. So even the
way the law is set up, Palestinian
workers do not have right to our job
securities.

WT: What are the urgent demands of
the Palestinian workers?

MR: On the simplest level, equality.
They want to be paid the same wage
for doing the same work, the same
opportunity for job advancement, and
benefits for which they paid with
their deduction. A very interesting
study by the Histadrut in 1986 show-
ed that even in places where Pales-
tinian workers work side by side the

‘Jewish workers, doing the same work

with the same level of job experience,
their wages were 25% less than the
wages of the Jewish workers. The
report also said that these figures are
the best possible cases in the area,
because the figures come only from
the factories that they were allowed
to visit. So the Histadrut itself said
that the situation in the factories they
were not permitted to visit was pro-
bably a lot worse.

WT: What has happened since the
recent events in the Middle East? We
have heard that the Israeli govern-
ment has raided ihe labour unions. ...

MR: This has been happening. This

is an ongoing problem. The unions
have been raided historically by the
military. Usually when the eyes of
the world are turned elsewhere, the
Israeli security forces crack down.

In the case of the recent raid in
Ramallah, I visited the office about
an hour after it had been raided. It
literally looked as though someone
had stuck a giant vacuum cleaner in
the window and sucked everything
out of the office. There wasn’t a
single thing on the wall; no files were
left in the office; there was nothing in
the drawers, the office had been com-
pletely emptied.

WT: And obviously the information
about the members will be used
against those Palestinian workers. ...

MR: This is exactly the problem.
The military take the membership
lists and round up all the people
whose names were on the lists. So it
is used as a way of harassing the
union members. Another effect of the
recent events in the Middle east has
been that the workers have been forc-
ed out of a lot of the Gulf states. The
Qatar government announced yester-
day that they were expelling all Pales-
tinian workers in Qatar. Other Pales-
tinian workers were fired from their
jobs in Saudi Arabia. And other
countries have retaliated out of anger
for the PLO support of the Iraqis.
One of the obvious impacts is that
the number of unemployed workers
will go up because of the large num-
ber of workers returning from the
Gulf. Also a lot of people who are
heavily reliant on family members
working in the Gulf will face great
financial difficulties. O
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IN BRIEF

FRANCE

Sailors belonging to CGT trade
union disrupted movement of a
military convoy to the Persian
Gulf in the port of Toulon. The
sailors were protesting France's
military involvement in the Gulf,
in particular the use of nine civil-
ian ships and their crew for this
purpose. The disruption, lasting
for several hours, ended after the
intervention of a regional CGT
officer.

SPAIN

30,000 Spanish truck drivers lifted
their four-day blockade of ports
after government agreed to nego-
tiate. The strike began over a 24
per cent rise in the price of diesel
fuel. Dozens of picketers were
arrested and about 400 were fined
$1,100 each and their licenses
were taken away. The drivers
-have warned to resume strike if
negotiations fail.

SWEDEN

150 workers of SKF ball-bearing
plant in Gothenburg are to be laid
off as the company has decided to
transfer production to Italy.

CANADA
13,000 Ford auto workers ended
their 8-day strike after the signing
of a 3-year contract between Ford
Motor and the Canadian Auto:
Workers union. The contract in-
cludes phased pay rises of 7.5%
in the first year, 6.7% in the
second, and 7.5% in the third.

TURKEY

800,000 private sector workers in
Turkey have threatened to strike
for 500 per cent wage increases.
The leader of the trade unions
federation announced that if nego-
tiations fail, strike will be inevita-
ble.

BRITAIN

Channel tunnel contractors are to
be prosecuted by the Health and
Safety Executive over the death of
a worker during construction
work. So far seven workers have
been killed on the English side of
the tunnel.

Solidarity with Iranian workers grows

Trade unions in Britain, Austria and Finland condemn repression against labour movement in Iran

Unions condemn
execution of labour activists

WT News Service:

A number of trade unions and organi-
sations in Austria and Finland have
issued statements to protest the execu-
tion of labour activists in Iran, among
them Jamal Cheragh-Vaissy who was
arrested and brutally executed after
speaking at a May Day rally in 1989,
reports the Communist Party of Iran.

In a press release and a letter ad-
dressed to the Iranian ambassador in
Vienna, the Austrian trade union
federation (OGB) condemns the ex-
ecution of labour activists in Iran and
calls for strike and organisation right
for Iranian workers.

Two other labour organisations in
Austria, Labour Unity (GE) and Left
Labour Bloc (GLB), have also issued
statements to protest the executions.
In its letter to the Austrian Foreign
Ministry, GLB calls for the breaking
of diplomatic and economic ties with
Iran.

In Finland thc branch of the trade

First
Cross-union
workers’
council

in Europe

WT News Service:

As a first exaniple of its kind, unions
in the Volkswagen industrial group in
Germany, Spain and Belgium have
formed a joint council to coordinate
their activities in Europe, writes El
Pais published in Madrid.

The newly formed council has 17
members and represents the 200,000
workers of SEAT, Volkswagen and
Audi. The bulk of VW production in
Europe is concentrated in these three
countries.

Miguel Villanueva of the UGT
union and secretary of the council,

union federation (SAK) in the city of L ab O u r L a W ,

Hameenlina and the local Construc-
tion Workers Union and the metal
workers union sent strongly worded
letters to the Iranian embassy in Hc]-
sinki to protest the executions.

said that the council could not nego-
tiate collective agreements for the
whole VW group, but would issue
basic guidelines. He added that no
date had been fixed for the equaliza-
tion of wage and condition levels
across the three countries, but the
council would try to minimize the
differences.

The Spanish workers of SEAT are
paid only about 70% of the wages of
their fellow workers in West Ger-
many, despite working 200 extra
hours annually.

Because of the cheaper labour in
Spain, VW has decided to switch
production from West Germany. The
German unions have opposed these
moves on various occasions.

Jose Berrio, general secretary of
the UGT Metal Workers Federation
in Catalonia believes that a European
labour council would coordinate the
interests of the workers and serve as
a starting point for setting up similar
councils in other multinational enter-
prises.

From the CCOO union, Cesar
Vallejo remarked that this initiative
would fill the gap of a disgraceful
legislative shortcoming in Europe. [

Palestinian workers want equal rights

Marty Rosenbluth, labour activist in Jerusalem, talks to Worker Today

Marty Rosenbluth, of the Centre
for Trade Union Rights in Jeru-
salem talked to Ali Javadi, Worker
Today co-worker in the US, about
the situation of the Palestinian
workers in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip. Excerpts:

WT: Could you tell us about the
Centre for Trade Union Rights and
the kind of work you do there?

MR: The Center is a Jerusalem-based
organisation that was set up by trade
unionists, lawyers and other human-
rights activists, in order to try to
address the cause of workers’ rights
in the occupied territories.

The Center itself is fairly new. We
are just beginning to get our prog-

ramme off the ground. What we’re
trying to do is to provide concrete
services to workers. This includes
legal aid and legal advice, trade union
education and labour rights, health
and safety training, as well as trying
to document the on-going violations
of workers’ rights in the occupied
territories. Because the Center is
new, we have difficulties in gaining
funding. The trade unions in the oc-
cupied territories are really harassed
every day.

WT: What is your relationship with
the labour unions in the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank, and with the
Histadrut?

MR: We obviously work very closely

with the. Palestinians in the occupied
territories. The Histadrut [the General
Federation of Workers in Israel] his-
torically has shown a racist attitude
towards the Palestinian workers. -

WT: Can the Palestinian workers
become members of the Histadrut? If
they can, what are their rights and
legal status?

‘MR: Under Israeli law, all Palestin-
ian workers who work in Israel have
to register through the Labour Of-
fices. Those who do so must pay a
tax every month to the Histadrut -
what is called the Representation Tax.
But although they pay this Represen-
tation tax, which is the same thing as

Continued on Page 11

No to Islamic Republic

WT News Service:

The draft of the labour law in Iran is
now going through its final stages of
ratification. The official press reports
that so far 2/3 of the clauses of the
bill have been approved.

In the meantime opposition has
grown by various labour organisa-
tions against this draft for its blatant
violation of workers® rights.

According to a report by the Com-
munist Party of Iran, a number of
British unions and several other or-
ganisations have expressed their con-
demnation of the draft. The list in-
cludes: '

* Peter Heathfield, National Union of
Mineworkers ‘

* Jacob Eccelstone, National Union
of Journalists

e * P.Thomason, Civil & Public Ser-

vices Association
* Steward Barber, London Regional

Officer, National Union of Public
Employees

* National Justice for Mineworkers
* Commission for Filipino Migrant
Workers

* South Camden Women's Centre.

Also T&G Record, newspaper of
the Transport and General Workers
Union in Britain, reports in its Sep-
tember issue about the latest draft of
the labour law and its restriction of
workers’ rights: "This draft does not
recognise the right to organisation,

. [nor] the right to strike ... the
Labour Law has become a battle-
ground between the Islamic Republic
and the working class movement in
Iran.”

The Quick Reader, published in
Los Angeles, in a special issue calls
on labour organisations in the US to
protest against Islamic Republic
Labour Law. O

Why should our children pay

because we are workers?
Workers of electronics firm speak about conditions

Together with its subsidiaries, Pars
Electric is the largest producer of
radio and television sets in Iran. It
employs around 3,000 workers, a
third of whom are women. The fol-
lowing report appeared in the official
weekly Kar-o-Kargar, published in
Tehran, which we here publish in an
abridged form.

A woman worker; A working couple
today can’t pay their rents, even
though they both work. Our children
are victims of the fact that we have
become industrial workers. Let. the
President have all our wage packet,
can he pay the rent with that?

The pressure of production is on
the workers, but we don't have the
slightest welfare. Most of the facili-
ties are enjoyed by the capitalists.

Those of us working in the produc-
tion section suffer from back and
neck injuries. We have many times
asked to be transferred to other sec-
tions, but nothing has been done.

This section is very noisy and the
air is polluted. We need to drink one
bottle of milk a day to. offset the
effects of inhaling these fumes.

Another problem is the insurance
system which is practically useless.
Wages due us for the sickness leave
should be paid without delays.

A woman worker: Those of us at-
tending classes should be able to do

so without cuts in our wages. The
firm should provide facilities for this
purpose.

There are nursery facilities in the
factory. But they are inadequate. The
nursery building should be taken off
the factory premises so that children
wouldn't have to be locked up all
day. There is also need for a doctor
in the factory to take care of the
children.

A woman worker: This firm has
over 1,000 women workers. But they
have no representatives in the Coope-
ratives or the Islamic Councils. 1
stood as candidate in the Islamic
Council elections, but I was asked to
withdraw. I don’t know why!

The manager: We try to create good
relations between the management
and the Islamic Council and Islamic
Society.” The Islamic Society cam-
paigns for Islamic culture and propa-
ganda in the factory. Many circulars
have been issued against the non-
observance of Islamic laws on cover-
ing the body. The administration has
considered penalties and rewards in
this connection. We suggest that the
problems facing the workers be voic-
ed through the Islamic Councils. As
the law says, the Islamic Councils are
the management’s right hand in prod-
uction and other issues affecting the
plant. - O

We should not be satisfied even with

a 40-hour week!

Before 1980-81 there

was very little talk of May Day. Now

it is on everyone’s lips.
Interview with Majed Ebrahimi about the

labour movement in Iranian Kurdistan
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Social Democrats cannot live up

to being a workers’ party
Ake Wiklund from Arbetarlistan party

in Sweden talks to Worker Today
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