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Interview with Kim Moody
On the US labour movement

1PFA Ly o8 o)lad ool Jlu 4. axie

WORKER TODAY

Kim Moody is one of the founders of Labor Notes, a workers’ paper published in the US, and
for many years has been an organiser and activist in the US labour movement. He talked to Ali
Javadi, Worker Today co-worker in the US, about the objectives of Labor Notes and the current
issues in the US labour movement. Excerpts:

Worker Today: Could you tell us
about Labor Notes?

Kim Moody: We started publishing
Labor Notes late in the 70s when
there was a growing attack on the
labour movement and the unions
were in decline. At that time there
were also struggles - such as the
1978 miners’ strike - which showed
that there were people in the labour
movement who were willing to fight
back. But they lacked a voice and
organisation. While we could not
provide organisation, we started
Labor Notes with the idea of provid-
ing news and analysis to those people
in the labour movement who wanted
to change it, to make it a more mili-
tant and democratic force to protect
the interests of workers and for so-
cial change in general. The real func-
tion of Labor Notes over the years

brought together people who are like-
minded and who are trying to create
a more democratic and a more prog-
ressive labour movement. One of the
things we have encouraged is locally
based cross-union strike support
groupings. By labour networking I
mean something that’s still informal
and which occurs in the context of
organised unions. They are, of
course, certainly not approved by the
official bureaucracy of the unions.

WT: How do you assess the present
situation of the US labour move-
ment? What are its main characteris-
tics?

KM: The first characteristic of the
labour movement in the US is that it
is declining. That's due to many
things: the relative decline of tradi-
tionally unionised industries such as
auto and steel. It is also due to the
failure of the union leadership to
organise the unorganised. The fact

#
Business unionists limit their negotiating goals within the
profitability and competitive restraints of the companies that
they deal with. They see themselves as a business, as the
provider of insurance, pensions, etc. They don‘t see the labour
movement as a social movement for social change. They see
it as something that might advance the immediate aconomic
interests of the workers, but within the framework of the ex-
isting power relationships of industry and society.

has been to reinforce those elements
at the grassroots who were trying to
reverse labour’s decline, to make it a
vibrant social movement once again.
Some of our major successes have
been in terms of having to define the
debate over certain issues for ex-
ample contract concessions in the
early 80s. After the Chrysler bail-out
of 1979-80, the unions began giving
in to corporate concessions demands.
At that point the officialdom of the
labour movement argued that this
was a temporary phenomenon.due to
the recession of the early 80s. We
argued, however, that once you
begin making such concessions to the
employers they will only become
hungrier and this will spread from
industry to industry. This is exactly
what happened. To help to provide
an analysis of this, we published a
book .in 1983 called "Concessions
and How to Beat Them". In general
we helped those forces in the labour
movement who were trying to resist
concessions to have a more coherent
analysis and to see themselves as a
force.

We don’t just put out a newsletter.
We organise conferences and do
networking among people in different
unions. We had five national con-
ferences in the 80s, each bigger than
the one before. They concentrated on
issues such as concessions and more
recently on the problem of the at-
tempt to introduce labour-manage-
ment cooperation schemes. We have
also published books that have be-
come important sources of analysis
and information for labour activists.
So we have had an impact on the
way these . things have been discuss-
ed, helping the progressive forces at
the grassroots to resist.

WT: What are these labour net-
works? Are they outside the existing
union structure? Do you see them as
an alternative to the existing labour
organisation?

KM: No they are not meant to be an
alternative, and they are not for the
most part organisations. We have

that traditional industry is declining
and being replaced by services is in
itself no explanation of why labour
movement as a whole should be
shrinking, because most of the ser-
vice industries are perfectly organis-
able. The fact that in the US they are
not organised is largely due to a lack
of will and political vision on the part
of the labour leadership who sees the
labour movement in a defensive way.
They think about defending their own
institutions, but not about going out
in organising the millions of low-paid
workers.

Some figures I saw the other day
even surprised me: only 0.1% of
workers go to any union elections! In
the 70s it was five times as many. In
other words, they have reduced their
organising efforts instead of increas-
ing them in the face of the decline.
There are some exceptions, but by
and large labour is not taking an
aggressive stance towards organising
the unorganised or developing new
strategies for this purpose.

WT: Don't you think that this lack of
participation is due also to the con-
ciliatory policies and the undemoc-
ratic structure of the labour unions?

lenge aggressive, powerful employers
like multi-national corporations? If
the union is not democratic, it is
obviously a demobilised organisation.
That is one of the key problems of
American unionism.

There are people in the unions
who are building movements in order
to change them. Two of the better
organised examples are the New
Directions in the United Auto Work-
ers (UAW), and the Teamsters for a
Democratic Union (TDU). Of course
it is very difficult for a movement to
actually be able to take over these
huge bureaucratic structures and
reform them. But they are gaining in
strength on a local level, and from
this kind of a base they’ll hopefully
be able to launch a more effective
challenge to the bureaucracy.

In the Teamsters an elections re-
form is under way, partly as a result
of years of pressure by the TDU
The power base of that union has
opened up enormously. In the UAW
they have a conventions system
which makes it a lot harder to chal-
lenge the top leadership. The New
Directions has generally gained sup-
port. :
In the mail-handlers union they did
take over and succeeded in re-writing
the constitution which is one of the
most democratic union constitutions
1 have ever seen. They are now bar-
gaining their first contract on their
own. There are some unions which
represent the reform movements of
the past. For example the United
Mineworkers which reflects a 20-
year fight to reform that union. That
is why you could have such an enor-
mously powerful struggle like the
Pittston struggle.

WT: In the book An Injury to All you
talk about "Business Unionism” and
"Social Unionism”. What are their
differences?

KM: Most of the American labour
leaderships are business unionists.
What I mean by that is simply that
they see the practice of trade union-
ism in extremely narrow wages and
hours terms; in terms of a few dol-
lars negotiated. They limit their
negotiating goals within the profitabi-
lity and competitive restraints of the
companies that they deal with. In a
certain sense these unions see them-
selves as a business, as the provider
of insurance, pensions, etc. Business
unionists don’t tend to see the labour
movement as a social movement for
social change; they see it as someth-
ing that might advance the immediate
economic interests of the workers,
but within the framework of the ex-

We have to approach the duestion of independent working
class politics; a new party based on working class organisa-
tions and communities, and on oppressed communities in the

social movement.

The fact that they do not to the full
extent defend the rights of the work-
ers?

KM: Yes, absolutely. The highly
bureaucratised structure of American
unions - and they are not unique in
this - discourages and excludes the
membership from any decision of
any real importance on a regular
basis. In most unions these structures
are designed, and have been design-
ed for the past 40 years, to prevent
and discourage membership particip-
ation. If the union is not an organisa-
tion designed to mobilise the mem-
bership, then how is it going to chal-

isting power relationships of industry
and society.

The social unionists are really a
trend that goes back to the 1930s and
1940s when you had the huge indust-
rial union upheaval that created the
CIO (Congress of Industrial Organis-
ations). Social unionists represent a
broad spectrum of people, from con-
servative thinkers to revolutionary
socialists. But the way the term is
generally used and the way I use it is
to. describe people who see the
labour movement as a social move-
ment; not only a movement that
should defend the interests of its own
members, but one which organises

and protects the interests of the
working class as a whole. Social
unionists are concerned with wider
social issues. Of course that can be a
moderate and social-democratic view
of things, and it can be a more radi-
cal view. But they are different in the
sense that they don’t just see the
union as a bureaucratic provider of
gervices to members who pay dues.

WT: What is the influence of the
political parties in the American la-
bour movement?

KM: The dominant political party in
the labour movement is the Demo-
cratic Party, the party of capitalist
liberalism. The labour leadership in
America - with a handful of excep-

need for greater international solidar-
ity, as people realise that they are
working in a world economy. This is
a counter-trend to business unionists.
Two clear trends in the labour move-
ment are moving in opposite direc-
tions. We don’t know what exact
organisational form that’ll take, whe-
ther it wil mean a new CIO or a
change in the cxisting unions; or
whether the organisation of the ser-
vice sector will shake up the class
relations so much that something
even more unpredictable will happen.
This new grassroots trend, the New
Directions trend, is now a force that
has to be reckoned with.

WT: What do you think the demands
of the workers’ struggles will be in

Social unionists see the labour movement as a social move-
ment: not only a movement that should defend the interests of
its own members, but one which organises and protects the
interests of the working class as a whole.

tions - is completely committed to
this party and is influenced by its
rather pathetic neo-liberal outlook on
the world. There’s been a long-
standing alliance between the trade
union bureaucracy and the leadership
of the Democratic Party.

The organised left has a relatively
small influence. That is not to say
that there isn't within the labour
movement a broad left, including a
socialist left. Although this is rela-
tively small. This is the reflection of
the weakness of the organised left in
the US which in turn is a reflection
of the relatively low level of political
class consciousness that exists in this
country. But there are many labour
activists who would regard themsel-
ves as socialists of one kind or ano-
ther.

WT: In the past year we have seen a
resurgence of labour struggles: the
miners, the Eastern Airlines and the
Greyhound strikes. Do you think this
new tide would be able to resist the
attacks on the labour movement and
reverse the tide?

KM: It is possible. What has hap-
pened so far should be understood as

the 90s? What should the socialist
workers stress today?

KM: The first set of demands and
ideas has to do with changing the
structure of the labour movement
itself. That is to say both democratis-
ing the existing unions, and creating
new unions and new forms of labour
organisations for the tens of millions
of workers who are not organised
yet. Organising the unorganised is
extremely important. The question of
politics has to be addressed, too. The
alliance with the Democratic Party is
more than a failure; it is a catas-
trophe. It has imprisoned the Ameri-
can labour movement in & mythology
of classless society, in a view of
politics that is the equivalent of busi-
ness unionism, a type of pathetic
liberalism that is incapable of fighting
for the interests of the working class
and oppressed people. So you have
to approach the question of indepen-
dent working class politics; a new
party based on working class organi-
sations and communities, and on
oppressed communities in the social
movement. ‘

There are also a series of demands
that do not amount to a full socialist

Two clear trends in the labour movement are moving in
opposite directions. We don’t know what exact organisational
form that’ll take, whether it will mean a new CIO or a change
in the existing unions; or whether the organisation of the ser-

vica sector will shake up the class relations so much that
something even more unpredictable will happen. This new
grassroots trend is now a force that has to be reckoned with.

a working class reaction to these
attacks. A reaction to a period of
incredible polarisation of wealth in
this country. This has expressed
itself in the form of strike move-
ments. The consciousness behind it is
that capital has gone too far, and we
the workers have given enough and
we are not going to give any more.
The reform movements I mentioned
carlier are reflections of: this fight-
back against not just the union burca-
ucracy but also against the employ-
ers, against the whole regime of neo-
liberal capital that says that you must
sacrifice your living standards to
competitiveness in the world market,
etc. This is not yet powerful enough
to reverse the tide of offensive by
capital.

In Labor Notes we don’t say that
we are at a turning point. We say
that this represents a polarisation
within the labour movement itself,
between two wings: one which has
come out of business unionism, that
sector which is promoting the idea
that the future of the labour move-
ment rests in cooperating with the
management and promoting the com-
petitiveness of our employers. We
have seen what catastrophic deadend
this has been throughout the 80s. The
other is the reform and strike move-
ment; the growth of a consciousness
inside the labour movement of the

programme by any means, but are
becoming credible and popular and
are seen as necessary among work-
ing people, such as a national health
plan and the problem of housing. We
have a health crisis that’s unbeliev-
able. The USA is the only advanced
capitalist country in the world, with
the exception of South Africa, that
does not have a national health plan.
There are also demands specific to
labour such as shorter work-week or
shorter working time. That is by no
means a total solution to the problem
of unemployment, but is part of the
solution.

WT: How can there be a mutual
solidarity between the labour move-
ment in the US and in Iran?

KM: It is really necessary that or-
ganisations be formed in the US on
the basis of international solidarity.
The example of Brazil and South
Africa show that you can have suc-
cesses. I don’t know much about the
situation of the labour movement in
Iran, but from what you have sent
me it is obvious that the extreme
repression has actually prevented free
activity of unions and labour organis-
ations. Socialist and labour activists
in Iran should provide us with infor-
mation about the situation of the
labour movement there. Il
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East Alborz mine in Iran:

Coal miners expose hazards

My lungs are destroyed; doctor thought
I’d been gassed at the war front.

East Alborz coal mine lies in the
vicinity of the town of Semnan and
has a workforce of around 2,500.
The following report (abridged)

first appeared in the daily Resalat,

published in Tehran.

Amir Dehghanpoor: .
(Technician in the main tunnel)

- If there were facilities, the hazards
of working in the mines would be
reduced. Now there is the danger that
wagons might get derailed and tip
over the coal loads.

Rajab-Ali Mirdar:

(From the drilling section)

- When we are working with the
pickers there is the danger that coal
might break off and fall on those
down below. The planks used in the
mines are very weak and can result in
fatal accidents. In the drilling section
we have no air hoses, 80 we get short
of oxygen. There are only ten
showers and of these only one works.
So we have to queue and waste some
time in this way.

Hajbarat Ghareh-Khani:

(Chief drilling worker with 13 years’
experience) .

- As a result of working in the drill-
ing section, my lungs are almost
destroyed. I have lost hearing in my
left ear due to coal dust. Considering
the high cost of living, the economic

From Page 12

1G Metall
members ...

standpoints will iead to greater polari-
sation. At any rate it cannot serve to
bring about a fruitful culture of dis-
cussion inside the union.

The situation has became more
tense with the union leadership’s
decision to ban members’ activity and
their exercise of rights and duties -
and this two days before the holding
of the representatives election meet-
ing in Bochum (which was also to
elect a local executive). Thus 1/5 of
the delegates taking part in the repre-
sentatives meeting (the highest union
organ locally) were excluded, directly
affecting the composition of the new
exccutive. This is a mockery of the
most elementary rules of democracy.

We want to work resolutely to stop
all the re-assessments. We want dis-
missed members be re-admitted. The
last union congress resolved that:
"Strengthening the members’ base
and the union so as to promote its
goals requires openness, clarity and
readiness for debates both inside and
outside the union, and a discipline for
carrying out our resolutions.”

Should the dismissals policy at
Opel continue, claims to openness
and readiness for debates will become
empty phrases and discipline will
only mean unbending obedience. Il

Iran:
Brick-yards
wage agreement

WT News Service:

A week-long strike at the end of June
by thousands of workers of the brick-
yards around the city of Tabriz came
to an end when the employers agreed
to a pay rise, reports the Communist
Party of Iran. A similar deal was
reached between the workers of seven
other brick-yards and the employers
in the Malayer region after a two-day
strike on 30 June. W

difficultics we are under and the hard
work we do, we should get a pay
rise. We used to receive milk to pre-
vent our lungs from being contamina-
ted. But this too has been cut.

Seyed Ebrahim Hosseini:

(From the main tunnel)

- I have been working at the mine for
16 years and I've worked well. But
after the recent job classification I
was transferred to a lower grade job.
As a result I have to pay 200,000
rials in compensation! Shouldn’t
someone who has worked so hard at
least be exempted from paying com-
pensation, if not indeed rewarded?

The mine is. situated under the
mountain and the severity of the work
here is no secret. I hope we would
have our wages increased so that we
may be able to overcome the econom-
ic difficulties. . | .

We suffer from a whole range of
diseases like asthma, eye weakness
and hearing problems. Every year 10
to 15 workers suffocate from poiso-
nous fumes, or lose their lives when
the tunnels cave in.

Gholam-Hossein Bahramian:

(Has worked underground for 18
years; he has now been transferred to
the surface) !

- Since starting work outside the mine
Idon’t receive severity-of-work bene-
fit. I'm the only bread-winner of a
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family of nine, and face great dif-
ficulties. Due to the long years of
work inside the mine I have develop-
ed cataract as well as asthma. I came
out of the mine because of this prob-
lem with the lungs.

Despite my long work record, the
overtime benefit which I used to
receive has been cut., When workers
retire from the mines they don’t have
the strength to work anywhere else.
And since they can't live on their
pension alone they run into trouble.
The pensioners from the mining com-
pany have not been paid for the past
nine months.

Habib Ja’afari:

(From the services section)

- There is only one shower for all
these workers in the mine. Since
there is no canteen we have to eat in
the same room where we wash our
laundry.

Yahya Arab-Ahmadi:

(From the main tunnel) _

- My lungs have been destroyed be-
cause of work in the heart of the
coalmine. Now if lights go out at
night or if I'm in an overcrowded bus
I get pain in the heart. My strength
has been exhausted through work in
the mine. After I retire I won’t have
the strength to do anything, and the
pension won'’t go very far.

Abbas Saberi:

(From the main tunnel)

- I used to work in the extraction
section from 1973 to 1987. After I
was wounded in the (Iran-Iraq) war I
was transferred to the surface. Since
then the severity-of-work and over-
time allowances have been cut. One
of our problems is that the overalls
and soap which we should be given
are not provided any more.

Ali-Naghi Ashrafi:

(Technician)

- Problems in this mine include the
dusty air, dangerous fumes, and the
likelihood of accidents and injury.
We were supposed to receive milk
recently but unfortunately this has not
happened, despite the fact that milk is
very important for our health. Since
we have to set off for work at 5.00
o’clock in the morning and come
back at around 5 o’clock in the after-
noon, we are practically spending 12
hours. Our pay is calculated for 8
hours. We are paid only 24 hours
overtime per month while this should
be at least 120 hours.

The facilities are insignificant. The
toilet facilities are very poor. There is
only one shower for 2,500 workers.
The quality of food is very low.
There is no canteen.

When I started work the stairs
leading to the workplace were 10m;
now they have become 15m. This
means that the pressure on the worker
has increased since more wagons
have to be taken out. But there has
been no corresponding increase in the
wages.

They call us for compulsory work
on our days off. If we don’t turn up
we are put down as absentees. For

every day that we don’t turn up there
is cut in wages equivalent to two
days’ work.

Ahmad Fani:

(Explosives worker)

- The explosion operations we do are
very dangerous. They should be done
according to regulations and guide-
lines. But this is not the case. For
example according to the rules, the
workers should be warned at least
half an hour to one hour before the
explosion operations. But since they
put pressure on us, only two minutes
wartning is given. i :

The poisonous fumes destroy the
body’s internal organs. When I visit-
ed the doctor he thought that I had
been gassed by chemical bombs at the
war front.

Ali Zav’ar: .

(From the main tunnel)

- Because of the work in the mine 1
have been involved in accidents seve-
ral times. Despite such accidents and
despite a 17-year record of work Iam
still ranked in a low grade.

Mohammad Ali Dolatshahi:

(Head of the drilling workshop)

- I have a work record of 19 years.
Work in mines is hard and heavy and
results in lung diseases and bone
problems. The work in the mine is so
exacting that the mineworker has to
pass coal through gaps smaller than
the diameter of his cap; he has to
work lying on his back. If the tunnel
caves in it’ll be a miracle if he ever
got alive. The slides cause the
wooden scaffolding to give in which
can be dangerous to life. Wl

The Stockholn branch of the Swe-
dish trade union confederation
(LO) has advised thousands of its
sections and locals to subscribe to
Worker Today.

This recommendation was made
in a letter which the LO Stockholm
branch sent to its sections and clubs
together with three thousand copies
of Worker Today issue no.5 and a
subscription form. Here we repro-
duce parts of the English transla-
tion of this letter:

Subscribe to Worker Today

Comrades!

Worker Today is a new independent
worker newspaper which in Sweden
comes out once a month. The articles
are in Farsi and in English.

The aim is thus to facilitate access
to information for the large number
of Iranian workers who live here in
exile. Many of its articles even call
on them to become active in Swedish
labour organisations.

Worker Today in union locals in Sweden!

The newspaper’s primary goal is to
provide the labour movement in
Europe and the USA with reliable
and - factual information about the
situation in Iran, in particular the
struggle of the working people for
rights and freedoms. .

As is well known, the workers’
movement in Iran is subject to an
extreme political repression!

Worker Today wants to be a useful
instrument for the labour movement's
international solidarity struggle.

'We enclose a copy of the paper'’s

latest issue together with a subscrip-
tion form. We would appreciate it if
your club/organisation would take out
a subscription to Worker Today,
would inform the members about the
newspaper, so that they could take
out their own subscriptions, and

.would publish the news and articles

about the struggle of the workers in
Iran in your own internal papers/
publications (you may by all means
credit the source).

Sincere regards,
LO - Greater Stockholm branch

Ove Kohler B

What is
democracy
when you
are hungry?

Domitila Barrios, well-known
labour leader from Bolivia and co-
author of the book "Let Me
Speak", held a speaking tour in
summer in a number of cities in
West Germany and Sweden. In
Germany she was invited to speak
to Worker Today. In her interview,
which is published in the Persian
section of the paper, Domitila des-
cribes, among other things, the
severe living conditions of the
workers in Bolivia after the 1985
defeats and their present fight-back
in the face of the mass redundan-
cies. Here we publish excerpts of
her speech in Kassel, West Ger-
many. The text published here has
been translated from the Persian
text of the German translation of
the speech.

I was here ten years ago to protest
against the military dictatorship in
Bolivia and to say that our people
want a democratic government. Now
we have a democratic government,
and I am here again after ten years to
complain that we have a democracy;
a democracy that is accompanied with
hunger.

In countries like ours, the so-called

countries of the Third World, the rich
always rule in a two-handed way.
Once they fail to silence the people,
they bring in the army. And when
they are threatened by people’s strug-
gles and under international pressure,
they alter course and choose a demo-
cratic government.
" Bolivia is rich in natural resources
and has a diverse agriculture. That’s
why we say that we Bolivians are
very rich. Bolivia has a population of
seven million and is four times as big
as West Germany. There are enough
resources for the population to live
on. But we live under miserable con-
ditions. Successive Bolivian govern-
ments have tried to put the blame for
this situation on the people. Some
have claimed that Bolivia’s backward-
ness is due to the huge illiteracy.
Some say that the population is large-
ly made up of "lazy Indians"! Still
others blame women because they do
not know how to prevent pregnan-
cies! These governments have tried
all kinds of ways to justify poverty
and backwardness in Bolivia:

It is true that the majority of Boli-
vians are illiterate. But this is not our
fault, it is the fault of the govern-
ments. It is the governments which
give the bulk of our wealth to the
rich and take it abroad, and put the
most insignificant part in education. It
is true that most of us are Indians and
illiterate, but it is the same indians
who work in factories and farms to
produce the wealth of the rich.

It is also true that we Bolivians
don’t use contraceptive pills, because
much of the drugs imported is banned

in the exporter countries because of
its health hazards. Most women in
Bolivia have at least five children.
Were this the source of our. misfor-
tune, we would now be an over-
populated country. But we are no
more than seven million. So what
happens to our children? Most of
them die before they are one year
old. This is due to the low standard
of living imposed on us by the states.
In our country all kinds of govern-
ments have ruled: nationalist, Chris-
tian, democratic and military. But
they have all been in essence the
same, and none has been able to
solve the country’s problems.

Our people have always fought
against these injustices. That’s why
we live under the most brutal dicta-
torships.

I'll explain this by giving you an
example. In a mining community in
which 2,000 workers lived, there was
a strike against the military dictator-
ship. Angered by this action, the
military forces raided the region,
arresting everyone and raping the
women and even the little girls. They
made the boys take their clothes off,
forced them to eat gunpowder and
beat them with lashes. They scattered
broken glass on the ground and made
children lie on them naked. A dyna-
mite was put in the mouth of a union
representative and its fuse was lit.
Most of the arrested workers were
stripped naked and executed. Such
things were happening under military
regimes. At that time we protested
against this dictatorship and the whole
world was against it.

Today we have a democratic

government. The last two govern-
ments implemented a neo-liberal
economic model. A law was passed
to throw thousands of workers out of
their jobs. For example, in a state
enterprise which used to employ
30,000 workers, now only 5,000
work. In Bolivia when you are out
work this means being condemned to
death because there is nothing called
unemployment benefit or housing
assistance.

This law was passed in August
1985. After that, wages and food to
this mining community were cut to
make the workers leave their work-
places. But the workers organised
themselves and marched towards the
city. Their march was called "March
for life" because workers knew that
without work life is impossible.

In Europe you are used to hear-
ing that in military dictatorships
human rights are violated. And
when there is a government that
apparently has been democratically
elected, they think we live in para-
dise, In Latin America democracy
is like a cover behind which human
rights are violated. This is the case
in all the Latin American countries.
1 ask you, isn’t it a violation of
human rights that workers’ jobs
are taken away from them? Isn’t it
a violation of human rights that
human beings are denied housing?
Isn’t it a violation of human rights
to deny children education, food,
health and shelter?

It is for this reason that I am
here to protest against this demo-
cracy. A democracy with hunger
that the states have imposed on us.
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In Brief

Greece

Hundreds of thousands of workers
in Greece staged their third 48-
hour general strike in the space of
a few weeks demanding the with-
drawal of legislation that will raise
the retirement age and curtail pen-
sion schemes.

Britain

North Sea oil workers struck for
the sixth time on 12 September to
press demands for ‘'union recogni-
tion and for improved safety on
the oil platforms.

Argentina

The 14-day strike by 44 thousand
Buenos Aires telephone workers
ended after the government sacked
425 of the strikers and threatened
to fire the rest of the workforce.
The workers were demanding a
35% wage rise and the withdrawal
of the plan to privatise the tele-
phone company.

New Zealand

The Labour Court in New Zealand
ordered striking harbour workers
to break their strike and return to
work. But the Harbour Workers’
Union said that it would call
another strike to press its demand
for the conclusion of nation-wide
agreements. New Zealand’s labour
laws require a 14-day notice of
strike action.

South Africa

19 miners were killed and 22 were
injured by an explosion at Anglo
American’s Vaal Reefs gold mine
in South Africa.

Turkey

About 1,700 workers of a milk
processing plant in Ankara stopped
work on 10 August after their
demand for a pay increase was
rejected.

United States

300 workers of Asplundh tree
company in northern West Virgi-
nia are in their eighth month of
strike against the employers’ con-
cession demands, writes Workers
Advocate published in the US.
The paper notes that in late May
a strike activist was killed and two
others were seriously wounded
after they were ambushed by gun-
men in a marked Asplundh com-
pany truck. Three people have
been arrested, including a com-

pany supervisor.

Swedish union in solidarity with Iranian workers

® Stockholm branch of the Swedish trade union confederation (LO) calls on its sections to pass resolutions to
condemn the execution of labour activist Jamal Cheragh-Vaissy and demand the release of gaoled workers.

In a letter to its sections and locals,
the Stockholm branch of the Swed-
ish trade union confederation (LO)
urges its organisations to pass a
resolution to condemn the execution
of labour activist Jamal Cheragh-
Vaissy. The resolution calls for the
release of gaoled worker activists in
Iran and for association and strike
right for the Iranian workers.

The initiative comes in the wake
of a campaign started recently with
the above objectives.

So far a number of other unions,
among them the Austrian trade
union confederation OGB, have
issued statements of protests con-
demning the execution of labour ac-
tivists in Iran, about which we shall
report in our next issue.

We publish here the main part of
the letter by the Stockholm branch
of the LO together with the accom-
panying resolution,

Heartened by the strong solidarity
shown with the Iranian working class,
we now issue an appeal to you to
pass the resolution enclosed with this
letter. The background to the resolu-
tion is the following:

First of May speaker

is executed in Iran!

In the days leading up to May Day
1990, the Iranian regime committed
another brutal crime. They executed

West Germany:

the 25-year-old . worker Jamal
Cheragh-Vaissy. Jamal was a speaker
in the First of May rally of 1989 in
Sanandaj, the largest city in the Kur-
distan region of Iran. After several
months of imprisonment and torture,
he was finally executed along with 16
other labour colleagues who were
preparing the 1990 May Day celebra-
tions.

In other words, Jamal was execu-
ted because of his participation in the
worker movement'’s international day
of solidarity, for speaking about the
Iranian workers’ grievances, for de-
fending worker demands such as
unemployment benefit for the millions
of unemployed, for speaking about
the long working hours, the low
wages and about the lack of the right
to strike and organise.

In a declaration issued by workers
in Sanandaj it is stated, among other
things: "Comrade workers in Iran!
Democratic associations and labour
organisations throughout the world!
The Islamic regime executed Jamal
because he spoke at the First of May
rally and revealed truths about our
society. Join us in condemning this
brutal execution and help us to work
for the release of the other workers
who have been imprisoned only for
having participated in the May Day
rallies.”

We at the LO [Stockholm]) branch
feel disgust at these mass executions

of participants in May Day rallies. In
our view it shows the shocking condi-
tions that the working class and
workers’ families in Iran live under.

We call on you to condemn the ex-
ecution of Jamal and other political
prisoners and to pass the attached
resolution, i

Sincere regards,

LO - Greater Stockholm branch
Ove Kohler

Iran:

RESOLUTION

- We condemn the execution of
Jamal Cheragh-Vaissy,

- We demand the release of all
those imprisoned because of
their union activities,

- We support the right to
organise and the right to strike
for the Iranian workers.

Oil workers call for
double pay for overtime

WT News Service:
Workers in the oil refinery in the city
of Isfahan went on strike in late May
demanding double wages for every
hour of overtime work, according to
a report by the Communist Party of
Iran. :
The strike by the nearly 2,000 oil
workers began when the management
called for a four-hour compulsory
overtime. Workers took strike action
when the management refused to
agree to their demand for the pay-
ment of double rates. As many as 30
workers were arrested in this strike
which lasted for two weeks.

The report notes that worried by

IG Metall members protest victimisation

Eighty members of IG Metall, the
West German engineering union, at
Opel plant who ran in local factory
council elections outside the official
union slate have become subject of
disciplinary action by the union ex-
ecutive,

This is reported in a statement
published by the "Opel Solidarity
Committee", the text of which we
publish here:

In the 1990 factory council elections
at Opel plant, 80 IG Metall members
stood as candidates if lists outside the
official union slate. Earlier attempts
to have a second list approved as the
union list had failed. In the elections
among blue-collar workers, the offi-
cial union list lost majority in the
factory council.

Metall’s response: the 80 union
members should be subjected to re-
view because of "behaviour harmful
to the union”, according to paragraph
11 of union rules.

The disputes inside the union have
intensified since many years ago. The
issue has always been how the union
should confront the concession claims

- of the employers such as special con-

Iran: In the aftermath of Melli Shoe strike,
fate of detained workers uncertain

WT News Service:

In the course of the huge strike in
January by 13,000 workers of the
Melli Shoe Group in Tehran, (see
WT No.1) thousands of workers were
interrogated and at least 250 were
arrested and imprisoned, reports Rah-
e-Kargar.

Those workers who were released
faced the threat of dismissal and were
allowed to return to work only after
surety was given. The fate of the
many strikers who have not been
released remains unclear. Between 40
to 50 workers were still in prison by

late March.

The report notes that since the
suppression of the strike, a team of
prosecuting officials has been station-
ed at the plant. The Hezbollahis in
the factory say that the job of the
team is to bring matters "under con-
trol” in six months’ time. The offi-
cials call up the workers in groups
for questioning and trial. :

Some workers have been asked to
resign, some have been pressured to
accept redundancy payments and
leave, and some others have been
forced to give "pledges”. [E]

secutive shifts, work in break times,
the meeting of costs jointly by work-
ers and employers, -use of outside
labour, and so on.

While the majority of union councils
were going to yield to management
demands without resistance, the col-
leagues who now stand accused held
that standing up to the extension of
shift work is a crucial element of
union policy.

In our opinion, such differences
are a natural part of disputes in a
union - especially a single union.
Unifying the various orientations and
political and union currents is part of
the definition of the union. We see
nothing harmful in that members
should have the opportunity in factory
council “elections  to choose from
among different positions. On the

According to paragraph 11 of union rules,

your vote is harmful to the union!

The dispute became public when
the question of night shifts emerged.

Workers win
20% pay rise

Two thousand municipal workers in
Tehran stopped work and staged a sit-
in for two days in May calling for the
payment of a month’s overdue wages,
a 20% wage rise, the introduction of
the scheme of job classification, pay-
ment of the year-end bonus, and the
resignation of the general director,
writes the paper Reh-e-Azadi.
Government officials = and. the
guards who had been sent in tried to
intimidate the strikers to end their
action. After these failed, Tehran’s
mayor came to talk to strike represen-
tatives in person. The action ended
when the mayor agreed with most of
the workers’ demands. |

contrary, re-assessment of member-
ship and attempts to exclude certain

Continued on Page 11

the possible consequences of the
strike, the government broadcast a
special programme on the state TV
about workplace safety in the oil
installations and sent inspectors to the
refinery. Workers ended their stop-
page when their arrested colleagues
were released and management pledg-
ed to raise wages.

Addressing the inspectors, the
workers said: Instead of our having
the right to form unions, we are ask-
ed to put our demands through you to
the Labour Ministry! But this will
lead nowhere, because they already
know the facts. i

Iran:

Walkout over
demand for job
classification

WT News Service:

The strike actions last year by 2,000
workers of Arak engineering plant
(one of the largest engineering-ma-
chines manufacturer in Iran) over
wage demands and the implementa-
tion of the scheme of job classifica-
tion was followed up this May with
renewed protests.

According to a report in the paper
Rah-e-Kargar, workers began a walk-
out on 9 May over delays in the im-
plementation of the scheme. Follow-
ing this, the deputy general director
of the plant and high ranking govern-
ment officials arrived at the factory to
persuade workers back to work. The
action ended when the workers re-
ceived a payment as the first step in
the implementation of the job clas-
sification scheme.

The same report notes that two
workers, arrested in the course of the
protests, were also released. |

We have to approach the question of

independent working class politics.
Kim Moody, labour activist and organiser in the US,

in interview with Worker Today.
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What is democracy when you are

hungry?

Domitila Barrios, labour leader from Bolivia, held a

speaking tour in summer in Europe.

Worker Today in union locals in Sweden!
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