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Continued from page 11

UT: As of September 1, the
working week will become 37
hours -35 for night work. In
the next round of
negotiations which. will be
concluded by March 1991, we
should win the demand for
the 3b6-hour week.

WT: Do you think you will
succeed to implement the 36~
hour week everywhere?

UT: Yes. There is no doubt
that we could have won it
ten years ago if we had
wanted it. It 1is obvious,
however, that if our main
demand is the ‘'labour
market pension' of the LO,
then we will not be able to.
This will mean, once again
turning our backs on the
unemployed, since by
cutting the hours to 35 we
help the unemployed. Shift
work can be reduced even
further, to 32 hours. This
will increase employment
considerably. For example at
present 80 per cent of
graphic firms work in three
shifts. If the hours are
reduced, they will have to
introduce four shifts which
means that new workers will
find jobs.

It is therefore extremely
important to have a 35 hour
week; not only as a way of

along with the
Democrats, they yield to all
and sundry. But there is
one thing that they will not
concede to and that is the
question of wage freeze.
Members of the LO do not
want a labour market
pension; they want wages
because they need wages, A
supermarket cashier works
like hell, but receives only
half the wages of an
unskilled worker who is
member of the typographical
union. That's why she is
calling for higher wages.
The question of wage freeze
can’t last for long. If there
is a wage freeze, even the
LO should look for
somewhere to hide.

WT: What is the relation of
foreign workers in Denmark
with the unions? My other

question concerns the
struggle of the wunions
againat racism, What

practical steps are to be
taken on this question?

UT: There is both a positive
and a negative side.In our

union there are many
foreign workers; mostly
unskilled, like printing

workers., It is very positive
that these people,
irrespective of whether they
are Indian, Turk or IsraeHl,
all show much interest in

[ —— R S P - e B - ————s- = 7]

We believe it is the duty of the state to
ensure that everyone is provided with a pension.
When you have all your life contributed to
society, you should have the right to a decent

pension in your old age.

solidarity with our
unemployed colleagues, but
also because for the
individual the reduction of
hours has eocial values:
more time can be spent with
one's family, in other
activities, etc. On this issue
too the LO is going to let
workers down.

WT: A question much
debated recently in Denmark
is the question of wage
freeze. Various plans have
been proposed, among them
by European organisations,
that wages . must be
completely frozen in
Denmark.,. How will this
question be settled? Will the
LO agree with these plans?

UT: No, they will not. From
what I have said, it is clear
that I am not particularly
enthusiastic about the LO.
But I have taken part in

their congresses for many:

years, and I know that a
wage freeze is unimaginable
and nobody would concede
to it. This is because the
largest of the unions in
Denmark, which have the
greatest influence in the LO,
are at the same time the
lowest paid. All these unions
have representatives in the
executive of the LO. Going

becoming members. They feel
that they are helped
precisely in the same way as
the other members and that
they have found a support.
In the disputes with the
bosses they count on this
backing.. We also have
welfare advigers. Our
lawyers are ready to help
those who have problems.

But there is also a
negative side. Apart from
their beautiful phrases, the
LO has in no way been
active in trying to change
the public opinion and stop
the existing racism in
Denmark, i.e. something that
must, as a rule, be one of
our greatest tasks. We give
millions of crowns from the
trade-union movement in
Denmark in aid to liberation
movements the world over.
I'm myself in the committee
which distributes this
money. But at the same time
we 8it with our arms
crossed and accept that the
Danish people should become
more .and more racist,
without doing something to
change the situation.

The LO has one and a
half million members, i.e. 3/4
of all workers. And these
people have contact with
families, relatives, friends,
and so on. We cover 3/4 of

P =Y () S I B VS ) (SR SR T T e = B o]
Today the entire labour movement - or 90 per
cent of it at least —is passive. Why Is it so? Why
is it that these two million organised workers, 1.5

million

of whom are organised in the LO and

1/2m in the FTF go to work every day, find
themselves target of one attack after another,
and don’t come. out and fight? It is simply
because the LO has adopted the method of
voicing not the genuine demands of the workers

but some diffuse demands

irrelevant to the

workers for which they would not fight.

Social
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the entire population of the
country. Given such a
position it is insane that we
don't work on the public
opinion so that racism would
be uprooted or at least
restricted to a handful who
are looked on by everyone
as lunatics. The LO has not
fultilled its responsibilities
in this area. I think they
are to large extent
responsible for the state of
things today.

WT: Right-wing parties, like
the Progress Party in
Denmark and similar parties
in Europe put the blame of
many social problems lke
unemployment and shortage
of housing on foreigners.

movement shirks
responsibility in a most
unfortunate way. Had they
begun ten years ago (they
can start even now) they
could really have stopped
tl N ould
n 1 of
b X LIV J\m (3] )| L)““" wlould
h | ;,ts slngs bl ypenl ya3 1ves
s Canal J)l.dh R
our
-’)" EE P L W )
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re> 905,85 8 15T oral
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th* S.Jt” '..S)Lub ul;) Qally
ncy .., ALin and
expm*i‘hisjs \VEere it is
disgraceful, At the same time
we have billlons of crowns
for disseminating our views,
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It is extremely important to have & 35 hour week;
not only as a way of solidarity with our
unemployed colleagues, but also because for the
individual the reduction of hours has social
values: more time can be spent with one’s family,

in other activities, etc.

Don’t you think that the
Danish working class also
feels that if foreigners were

not in Denmark, many
problems like economic
difficulties,” housing, etc,

would be solved?

UT: If you had asked me
this question ten years ago
1 would have replied
differently., But today 1
belleve that the right-wing
parties have taken sauch
strides, and their superficial
solutions have become 8o
popular that many workers
who logse their joba pick up
their arguments. Arguments

like, if these - 50,000
foreigners were not in
Denmark, there would be

jobs for you and me! As
though the foreigners are
responsible for the
unemployment and not
government policy. So we
should not fight against the
employers. It is enough to
throw out the immigrants,
and we will have 50,000
Jobst

Those who have no
housing or live in unsuitable
housing say that we have
60,000 foreigners who have
occupied 156,000 houses; if
we throw them out there will
be some for you and me. It
is here that, in my opinion,
the LO has neglected one of
its most important jobs,
namely working on the
opinion of its members who,
after all, make up 75 per
cent of the population of
Denmark. The LO could have
made them conscious to the
fact that this is not where
the problem lies. The
problem is this - capitalist
society and its conservative
government which says that
responsibility for the
individual rests solely with
himself or herself. It is
because housing projects
have come to a standstill;
because the industries say
that the more people we
throw out of work and the
more machinery we use in
their place, the higher the
profits will be - and to hell
with the people. Instead of
concentrating our forces to
conclude agreements on the
use on new technology,
agreements on  workers’
security and the
introduction of proper
housing laws, the blame is
put on foreigners. It is here
that the trade union

Let me ask you what you
have heard about the
"Foreign Workers Committee"
which the LO has formed.
Surely, nothing! They have
not even prepared a
brochure! We imposed the
formation of this committee
on the LO at a congress. So
far, five, six years on after
its formation, we have heard
nothing from it. They have
done no campaign work.

WT: Could you tell us about
the European Market? It
seems there . are worries,
particularly iIin Denmark,
about the common market
and the mobility of work
force within Europe, not
because more workers will
come here but because, with

merely because of wages.

For this reason we are
concerned aboul rise in
unemployment.

WT: Do you think solidarity
will be achieved between
trade unions in Denmark and
those in other European
countriea?

UT: Yes. Both through the
LO and the various unions
including our own we have
good relations with the
unions in other countries.
But the only thing we can
do in this way ia to agree
with them that they would
not send low-waged workers
to Denmark. This is not an
easy thing for them; it is
easy for us. For those who
have organised only 22% of
their workers it will not be
a simple matter. What will
happen to the other T78%?
They are not bound by
union rules and agreements.
They will come here quite
easily. Even . if in
Copenhagen they are peaid
double their previous wages,
this will be only half the
wagee of a Danish worker,
We are afraid that the wage
levels and working
conditions here may be
reversed to fifty years ago.

Another point. Only
recently a hundred women
workers from a textile
factory in Denmark lost
their jobs because the plant
was taken to Poland. Textile
workers are among the
lowest paid in Denmark. But
the Polish girle were asking
only one quarter of the
wages of the Danish girls.
So we have two problems:
one i the question of the
European market, as a result
of which all the companies
in the 12 countries of the
EC can rush to Denmark and
beat the Danish firms in

“
The LO has one and a half million members, i.e.
3/4 of all workers., And these people have contact
with families, relatives, friends, and so on. We
cover 3/4 of the entire population of the
country. Given such a position it is insane that
we don't work on the public opinion so that
racism would be uprooted or at least restricted
to a handful who are looked on by everyone as

lunatics. The

LO has not

fulfilled iits

responsibilities in this area. I think they are to
large extent responsible for the state of things

today.
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the employers using cheap
labour from South Europe,
the labour contracts will be
breached. What do - you
think?

UT: 1 waa in Brusselsz last
week. The European
Commission ruled on a large
British company which had
won the tender on a large
order from a Portuguese
firm. The Portuguese
company had brought its
workers to Britain and had
done the job with the wage
rate and working conditions
usual in Portugal, namely at
ten hours over the weekly
hours sapecified in the
labour contracts in Britain
and with wages 1/3 of what
the British workers want for
the same work. The
Portuguese firm won. That is
why we are afraid. . All
business contracts will be
put to tender. As a result,
foreign companies will
propose lower rates and
come with their work force
and do the job., The Danish
worker will lose this battle

competition, since they can
do the jobs cheaper with
workers who have lower
wages and  work longer
hoursa. The second question
is that the Danish firms
nowadays say that wages in
Eastern Europe are almost
nothing. A few dollars is
enocugh; 1/4 of the wages of
a Danish textile worker is

enough. Thus weaving
machines are tsken to
Poland and 100 Danish

textile workers lose their
Joba. It is a 100 today, but
it may be 1,000 by the end
of the year! If this firm is
allowed to get away with it,
all the others will follow
suit. They will save 76X in
wage costs and make a lean
profit! So, for us being in a
changing Europe and at the
same time being in the front
lines of the fight over
wages 18 an issue. |

The interview was by
Peyman Azadi, Worker Today
co-worker in Denmark.
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On the Danish labour movement

Uffe Thomsen, for 11 years secretary
of the Danish Typographers Union, talked
about
movement and the situation of the trade
unions in Denmark. Thomsen’s commentary
on the Danish labour movement is lucid
and well informed. It is also a radical and
challenging critique of the Danish LO. We
of Uffe

to Worker Today

publish
interview.

excerpts

Worker Today welcomes any comments
and contrasting views by other activists
of the Danish labour movement on the

issues discussed here.

We remind our readers that
number 7 of Worker Today will have a
special feature on the Swedish labour

movement.

the labour

Thomsen’s

issue

WORKER TODAY
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Worker Today: How Iis
collective bargaining done in
Denmark?

Uffe Thomsen: Until 1987
collective agreements were
concluded once every two
years. But in that year a
four-year contract was
signed. This will expire on
March 1, 1991, The only
thing left for the 1989
negotiations was the {ssue of

wages; but that produced
nothing for us. This
contract was catastrophic

both for the typographers
and other large groups.
Sectors which are subject
to ' rapid technological
change must adapt
themselves to the new
gituation. Here we need
yearly agreements. When the
contracts are signed every
four years we cannot alter
the new-technology points
agreed upon in the
contracts. For example,
desktop publishing has now
rapidly spread, but this was
not anticipated in the
contract. So we have to wait
until 1991, Al this is the

doing of the LO (the general
labour confederation).

The incredible power of
the LO is the result of the
fact that about 97 per cent
of the workers in Denmark
are organised in the LO.

Only Sweden has a larger

percentage of
labour. In

organised
France, for
instance, only 35% are
organised. It is as bad in
West Germany. In Denmark
unions have  billions of
crowns. But the LO refuses
to use this power. This is
our problem in Denmark.
This situation is the
result of the fact that the
LO grew up together with
the Social Democratic Party.
This goes back to the late
nineteenth century when the
social democrats were the
only workers' ©party in
Denmark. Alongside the
party there exited a trade
union movement which was
more or less run by the
social democrats. In 1890 it
was agreed that the Party
and the LO sghould have
representatives in each
other’s executive committees.
Thus the Social Democrats

Slave Ship... from page 12

connection two meetings
were held in LO’s offices.
Naturally the LO supports
these protests against Fred
Olsen and has played a big
role in coordinating the
actions,

Worker Today: Have similar
actions taken place in other
countries?

Bent Moos: The Swedish
unions are very active on
this question, and from the
start have staged protest
actions in more advanced
forms. In comparison, we are
at the beginning of our
work. For example three
large unions in Sweden,
Municipal, Transport and
Seamen, have called on their

members to support our
action. This is8 a good
example of international
solidarity between the

labour movement in Denmark
and Sweden.

Worker Today: How are the
working conditions of the
Filipino workers?
The Filipino

Bent Moos:

worker receives, on average,
4,600 crowns a month ($700),
This is. his or her entire
wage packet. They work 12
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of the year, 70
hours a week, without
holidays, without overtime
pay, and without extra
payments for work over
holidays. This 18 the official
contract of Fred Olsen with
the Filipino workera' union,
According to Danish labour
law, workers should be paid
25,000 crowns ($3,800) for all
these hours. I should add
that few people here would
be prepared to work that
long. Thus for the game
hours of work the Filipino
worker is getting 1/6 of the
Danish worker,

Our view is that the
Filipino workers, just lke
all other foreign workers
are welcome to work
anywhere they want. The
point is that our labour
legislation should apply to
them too. m

months

and the LO became fused

together.
Since we had mostly
Social Democratic

governments until 1982, the
Danish - union movement
became very government-
oriented, while the left wing
in the union movement
expressed its opposition. The
main organisation -~ in which
we were members and to
which we paild our dues -
supported the government,
while hundreds of thousands
of workers demonstrated
outside the parliament
against the attacks on the
workeras,

We have had a
conservative government for
eight years. It is patently
clear that the LO has
become extremely passive
and is engaged only in
executive work. In this
eight-year period, the LO
has not even once
demonstrated against the
government, not even once
called for a general strike,
despite the massive attacks
that have been launched
against workers. They have

aimply not used their
economic and organisational
power against the

government. That's why this
government is still here and
in the best shape.

Today the entire labour
movement - or 90 per cent
of it at least - is passive.
Why is it s0? Why is it that
these two million organised
workers, 1.6 m of whom are
organised in the LO and
1/2m in the FTF (the State
Employees Union) - go to
work every day, find
themselves target of one
attack after another, and
don’t come out and fight? It
is simply because the LO
has adopted the method of

voicing not the genuine
demands of the workers but
gome diffuse demands

irrelevant to the workers
for which they would nct
fight.

I can give you two
examples. In the 708 we had
a strong shopstewards’
circle in which all the
shopstewards from the major
workplaces had gathered.
They met several times a
month for discussion. This
society was connected to the
L0, but no one from the LO
was there. It was, in other
words, a gathering for
activity, It was here that
the demand for a 36-hour
week was emphatically raised
for ten whole years through

magnificent demonstrations,
gometimes with as many as
200,000 people taking part.
But in the collective
agreement negotiations in
the '708 the LO every time

put forward "economic
democracy” as its main
demand; an economic

democracy to be paid by the
workers. We were calling for
wage increases, for shorter
hours, - but our main
organisation was demanding
something that no secticns
of the workers  were
demanding.

Now at the end of the
eighties, the LO 1is calling
for a 'labour market
pension’. Down at the
shopfloor, however, workers
have other demands: new-
technology agreements, job
security, the implementation
of a 35-hour week, and the
maintenance of the level of
the real wages.

But the ‘'labour market
Jbension’ by LOs own
accounts will reduce real
wages of all workers by 6%.
Not enough with the tax
plunder to which we have
been subjected by three
consgervative governments,
we now have to finance the
'labour market pensicn’.
Workers themselves say,
pension is a human right in
Denmark; we all pay taxes,
s8o we should all have the
same conditions. Thia plan
covers only those in the
labour market. So what
happens to, for example, the
house-wives who lose their
husbands? Shouldn’t they
receive pension?

We believe it is the duty
of the state to ensure that
everyone is provided with a
pension. When you have all
your life contributed to
society, you should have the
right to a decent pension in
your old age. We are
prepared to pay for it by

each union. And since in
Denmark 9 out of 10 unicn
secretaries are Social

Democrats, &t the Party's
leadership it is agreed who
shall be in the LO
leadership. Anyone with

"problem” 18 cleared out of
the way. Only a few people
vote against.

But I can confidently say
that if a democratic
procedure was practiced in
the LO and all LO members
were allowed to decide who
shall sit at the top, not a
single one of the present
leaderz of the LO would stay
in office.

In the typographicsal
union we have general
elections to all posts. But
only very few of the unions
have this method of
elections. In the other
unions an expert assembly
elects the leaders. The
expert assembly is a group
of people who gradually get
to know each other and in
the end a small core is left
who have got hold of a
plece of bone, who are tied
to each other in terms of
salary and each hopes to
get more of the same piece.
That's why they never vote

againat the existing
situation. This is the
problem.

WT: What is your evaluation
of the points of strength
and weakness of the trade
union movement in Denmark?

UT: As 1 sald, our strength
Hes firstly in the fact that
a largs percentage of
workers are organised, and
secondly in our enormous
wealth. Our weakness lies in
the incredible inactivity of
the upper leadership. We
should mobilise the members
(including the unemployed)
and involve them in the
activities,

e e ———— = - = ]

The incredible power of the LO is the result
of the fact that about 97 per cent of the workers
in Denmark are organised in the LO. Only Sweden
has a larger percentage of organised labour.In
Denmark unions have billions of crowns. But the

LO refuses to use this power.

problem in Denmark.

This is our

the tax we pay, but not
through this bloody plan
which cuts 10% of our wages
and pours it into a large
fund administered by the
LO. This is not the way to
build a pension. It s
unreasonable and asociall No
wonder we have such wide-
spread passgivity. There is
too wide a gap between the
main leadership, l.e the LO
and their enormous power,
and the shopfloors where
workers provide their labour

power, The LO does not
listen to the workers.
WT: Can’t the workers

change the leadership? Isn’t
there a democratic way of
replacing people who sit at
the top and decide
everything?

UT: No you can't change
them. Simply because the
people at the top of the LO
are not elected by a general
vote of the workers, but at
a congress. The number of
people at this congress has
been cut down to a couple
of hundred. The congreas
consists of trade union
secretaries and two or three
members of the executive of

I think it stands in
sharp contrast to the power
of the LO that it has not
taken initiative to .create
jobs (or at least provide a
decent living) for its 250,000
unemployed members, It haa
not even once called for
demonstrations in defence of
the unemployed. It has not
at all tried to put power
behind their demands.

We in our little union
have pushed through an
incredible number of things
by taking to the streets and
by physically blockading the
compenies and the tranaport
of goods. We have done this
by putting 100 men on the
streets.

But the LO does not do
this. We have a small union,
and they don’t use the
power of their large unions.

I think it ia striking that
the LO (with its innumerable

means and a fantastic,
efficient organisational
apparatus) has not put

pressure on a consarvative
government that hae used
unemployment as the
regulator of economic policy.

WT: How has the demand for
a 35-hour week progressed?
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In Brief

Yugoslavia

On Sunday morning 26th
August a massive explosion
blew Kreka mine in
Yugoslavia burying 178
miners underground. Only
three miners working near
the surface survived.
Since the beginning of the
19808 over 200 workers
have died in a number of

explosions in  Yugoslav
mines. _

The disaster happened
only two days after

workers had returned to
work following a three-
week strike,

Britain

Thousands of contract
workers on North Sea oil
platforms and rigs staged
successive strike actions
and sit-ins in less than a
month- demanding safety
improvements and wunion

recognition. The Offshore
Industry Liaison
Committee, which is

leading the strikes, has
called for the suspension
of action until September
6 when they are to meet
national wunion officials.
The demand for improved
safety comes in the wake
of a recent helicopter
crash in which six oil
workers died.

Sweden

The Swedish car-maker
Volvo has announced that
65,000 workers will lose
their jobs by the end of
1991, Most of .the job
losses will be in Sweden
where 26,000 workers are
employed, and 350 in the
truck division in Virginia,
USA. The cuts will begin
from the end of this year.

Italy

Fiat, the Italian auto and
industrial group, is to lay
off nearly a third of its
117,000-strong workforce
in Italy for up to four
weeks. The lay-offs will
affect five of the group's
nine car assembly plants.

Greece

Over two million workers
staged a general strike on
July 11 throughout Greece
in protest against a Bill
that would lengthen the
working day. About ten
thousand people in Athens
expressed their opposition
in demonstrations chanting
"Hands off the 8-hour
day!"

Slave ship grounded!

® Black Prince, Norwegian passenger ship,
suspends operation under union pressure

In what amounts to an
important victory for the

labour movement in
Scandinavia, the Black
Prince passenger ship,

target of a massive campaign
over the summer by the
unions for hiring - Filipino
workers at starvation wages,
has announced that it is
suspending operations until
September 7, pending a
labour court hearing.

The Black Prince, which
shuttles between Gothenburg
and- Copenhagen, is owned
by the Fred Olsen shipping
company. The crew are paid
paltry wages and work
under slavery conditions.
Though a Norwegian-
registered ship, it is not
allowed to cruise in
Norwegian waters since it
fails to meet the Norwegian
laws. It can, however, sail in
international waters. '

" The Filipino workers, who
make up the majority of the
crew, work ten hours a day,
have no weekends .off, and
are paid, on average, just
over a dollar an hour.

The Black Prince began
its operations on June 9th.
Over the summer numerous
protests were mounted by
the labour organisations in

Sweden,. Denmark and
Norway 1in the form of
boycotts  and pickets at the
ports to force the owners to
abide by the labour
agreements in Scandinavia,
Bent Moos, mecretary of the
Restaurant and  Brewery
Workers Union (RBF) in
Denmark, talked to Worker
Today about the recent
protests surrounding the
passenger ship Black Prince.
Many RBF members are
employed on ferriese and
ships and the union played
an important ' role in
boycotting the Black Prince.
Excerpts:

Worker Today: Could you tell
us briefly about the working
conditions on the Black
Prince?

Bent Moos: The Fred Olsen
company, the ovwner of this
ship, is a large and wealthy
Norwegian shipping company

which by exploiting poor:

workers from the Third
‘World wants to reap huge
profita. . i

- It is the first time that
we are experiencing such a
situation in - Scandinavia
where a company goes to
the Philippines to hire

Bar
Islamic
Councils
from ILO!

The 77th Conference of the
International .Labour
Organisation was held in late
June in Geneva with the
participation of represen-
tatives of states, employera
and workers of various
countries. From Iran in
addition to government and
employer delegates, the head
of the "Worker House",
Alireza Mahjoob, had taken
part at the head of a
mission called "Iranian
workers' representatives".
In an interview with the
official paper Kar-o-Kargar,

published in Tehran,
Mahjoob said about this
conference: "We were

planning to prepare the
atmosphere in order to put
forward candidates to the
executive board of the
Organisation. But since we
knew that there was no
chance of being elected this
year, we made the necessary

" Worker

propaganda for the coming
years"., He also stated that
Worker House, which .the
Iranian government intro-
duces as the representative

of Iranian workers, has
received two educaticnal
grants from the ILO.

Mahjoob said that in activity
on the international front,
the Worker House delegates
were following two issues,
one working  for . the
formation of Moslem workers'’
union; and the other,
working for the formation of

“the union of Asian workers.

Today: In the
previous issues of this
raper we have drawn the
attention of our readers to
the oppressive and non-
representative character of
state-made Islamic Councils
in Iran and the so-called
Worker House. Such organs
exist by virtue of total
suppression of genuine
worker organisations and
the complete lack of union
rights in Iran. Worker Today
no.2 reported the pledge by
Britain’s  Transport and
General Workers Union to
bar Islamic Councils from
international worker
organisations. We urge all
unions and working class
organisations to adopt the
same policy. (]

Iran: 400 strikers arrested

WT News Service:

Over ten thousand workers
of 180 brick yards around
the town of Hamadan staged
a 17-day strike at the end
of June over wage demands.
The strike was attacked by

the armed forces at the end
of its first week and 400
workers were arrested.

According to the Communist
Party of Iran, the strike
began when employers
rejected a wage rise. [}

® Bent Moos, secretary of Danish RBF
on the reasons for union boycott

workers at extremely low

wages.

Worker Today: What are
your demands in the
campaign against the Black
Prince?

Bent Moos: We want to stop
this savage exploitation of
forelgn workers. We want
labour agreements to  be
observed and to apply to
all, including the Fred Olsen
company. In other words, we
want equal wages and labour
legislation, irrespective of
nationality, country of origin
and so on,

It is an old issue with us
to insist on the observation
of labour contracts, This has
been supported by other
unions in Denmark as well
a8 in Sweden.

Worker Today: Do the other
unions support your action?
Bent Moos: We have begun
the action in connection with
the restaurant workers. A
large union has  raised
demands with regard to the
dockworkers, A number of
other unions have also given
their backing {in different
ways., We have the right to
put pressure on. Fred Olsen

in whatever way possible,
For example, we can refuse
to deliver fuel to the ship;
we can stop the collection of
refuse outside their ahips;
we can refuse to deliver
beer and soft drinks; the
printworkers can refuse to
print their brochures and
adverts; the mechanica can
refuse to do repair work,
and so on. We have all these
means at our disposal, and
so long as the Ilabour
contracts are not observed
we can use all these levers
from the trade union

.movement in Denmark in our

fight.

Worker Today: Doea the LO
(Danish labour confedera-
tion) support your struggle?

Bent Moos: Last autumn,
organisations from the trade
union movement in Northern

Europe met 1in Denmark.
There were serious
discussions about the

critical situation today. One
of the points mentioned was
that Fred Olsen is planning
to break all' the labour
agreements and exploit poor
workers from the Third
World. In the same

Continued on page 11

British unions condemn
Islamic Republic Labour Law

A number of trade unions in
Britain have condemned the
labour law being drafted by
the Islamic government in
Iran for its violation of ’the
most fundamental rights of
the workers in Iran’,
reports October, paper of
the Communist Party of Iran
- the Committee Abroad.
According to this report,
the National . Union - of
Mineworkers, the National
Union of Journalists and the
Civil & Public Services
Association have expressed
their condemnation of the
draft of the labour law
through a ‘letter of protest
issued by * the Iranian
Labour Solidarity Campaign
in Britain. The letter reads:

"I/We the undersigned,
strongly condemn  the
attempts of the Iranian

authorities to legislate the

present draft of the Labour
Law. = This draft openly
violates the most
fundamental rights of the
workers in Iran.

I/We  believe that any
Labour Law must safeguard
the dignity, rights and

expectations of all workers
in a manner compatible with
the Iate 20th century
standards.

I/We extend our support to
the Iranian workers to
achieve basic rights -such
as: the right to organise in
independent orgnaisations,
the right to strike, a
reduction in working hours,
full and direct participation
of workers in pay
negotiations, job security
and unemployment benefit,
the . negation of all
discriminatory laws against
women workers, ..." (]

On the

Danish

labour movement

Both inside pages of this issue’s English section
are almost entirely devoted to Worker Today’s
Interview with Uffe Thomsen, the Secretary of
Typographers Union in Denmark. Among Issues
discussed are the policies of the LO, racism and
immigration, 35 hour week and the consequences
of European economic integration for the labour

movement.
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