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Iranian
working
class

ten years

after the
revolution

Excerpts of
Workey: Today’s
interview with
Yadollah Khosroshahi:

Oon the position of the
working class In present
soclety

The working class {s the
same exploited clase it has
been since the inception of
capitalism. Some people are
able to hide behind absurd
and - empty theorles, and
question the role of the
workerz in the present
conditione. For Instance,
they may szay that "Today,
general human interests have
priority over the class
struggle” because workers
na longer have the same role
in production, and their

numerical strength has fallen
incomparably, They may
conclude that the concept of
the dictatorship of the
proletariat and tha
leadership of the working
class in revclutions has lost
relevance, etc. This s
absurd.

what was the workers’
role In the Iranian
revolution?

Widely known political
groupe at that time were the
Feda'leen, Mojahedin, the
KDP and Komala in Kurdistan,
and the Tudeh party. The
leadere of all these groups
were .in prison - except
Tudeh whose leadership was
abroad. They had basically
no organisational role iIn
connection with the
revolution, .

The students, teachers,
and people as a whole
‘participated in the struggle
againet the Shah'’s regime.
The Bazaar traders used to
shut their shops for a few
days only asoon to reopen
them to sell several times
dearer in the black market.
There were sasit-ins
unjversities and mosques.
Rallles were held every day,
and there were street
clashes between the people
and the military. The'press
had become relatively free.
Everyone was calling for the

overthrow of the Shah’s
regime.
The Shah was still

resiating by reshuffling hia
Pawns, his prime ministers
and his cabinets. He waz still

cherishing the hope ‘of
suppressing the popular
movement. But precisely

when the workers unitedly
shut down the factories and
actively took part in the
revolution, the Shah saw that
he could not stay on any
longer. _ v

Take the workera’ strikes
of those days: ths press

WORKER TODAY
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About Yadollah Khosroshahi

release left Iran.

workers' atrike with their
effective role i{n the
revolution and in inspiring
the people, the strike by the
workers of the power
statione who turned off the
switches at precisely
calculated times, the etrike
by the TV ataff, the oil
workera’ strike which led to
the shut down of refineries,
stopped ofl exports and fuel
supplies to the military,

The ofl workers, having
won their 21-point list of
economic demands, called for
the release of political
prisoners, for the
reinstatement -of the
imprisoned workers in their
old Jobs, and for the
dissolution of the secret
police SAVAK,

So, in general, I can say
that neither the armed
struggle of the intellectuals,
nor the snaps and shouts of
the mullahs, nor the closure
of the Bazaar - none of thease
was responsible for the
overthrow of the Shah’s
regime, and none had =a
decisive role in the
revolution. Although each of
these were effective for their
part, it was only when the
workere unitedly shut down
the "labour zhop" and took
to the streetz that the
Shah's regime was brought
to its knees and he got to
hear the ‘'"ring of the
revolution”,

Began work In Abadan oil refinery as a repairs mechanic

in 1958 and became the representative of repairs-mechanic
workers in 1966. Was transferred to Tehran oil refinery in
1968, in- 1971 became secretary of the newly formed
Refinery Workers Union. With the formation of the Union
of Oil Workers of the North he became its secretary. In
1974 was arrested for organising a strike in the refinery
" and was sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment and was
released after 5 yesars with the rise of the mass struggles
against the Shah’s regime. With the formation of the Joint
Union of Oil Workers he became its secretary - the union
which led the general etrike of oil industry workers in the
1978/79 revolution. After the revolution and with the
formation of the General Councils of Oil Industry workers
was one of the three secretaries of the Councils. in 1981
following the June repressions was arrested along with
many others and spent several years in Jail, and after

p=— s e~ o e T W e~ |

‘Thus, the activists of every
council acted separately,
engaging workers in small
scale activity. But there also
existed wider perspectives
regarding state power. The
proviaional government was
forced to appoint an
experienced worker of the
Tobacco industry as deputy
Labour Minister. Mosat factory
owners had. either been
thrown out of the factory or
had themselves fled. Among
the key demanda of the
General Councils of Oil
workers was membership of a
worker in the Revolutionary

,Council [of the new regimel],

the appointment of the oil
minister by the oill workers’
councils, and the signing of
foreign oil contracts under
the supervision of the
councils,. At that time
workers believed that they
would themselves decide
their own destiny, which was
a totally right expectation,

since they had really felt
their weight in the
revolution.

So, in general, I would say
that, for all their
organisational shortcomings,
workers quite tangibly
ifmpressed thelr atamp on
this revolution. I'm sure that
fn their future movement,
they will take part in the
revolution much . more
consclously and much better
organised,

Some say that "Today, general human interests
have priority over the class struggle" because
workers no longer have the same role In

production, and their numerical strength has
fallen incomparably. This is absurd,

What were the workers’
demands from the Shah's
regime and their expecta-
tions from the Revolution?

At the time, it was not a

question of putting demands
to the regime. Workers had

clearly . come to the
conclueion that they
themselver should decide

their own destiny and create
such laws and regulationa
which would do away with all
the anomalies of the past.
That is why they set out to
build factory councils and
took matters in the factories
into their own hands. Of
course, at that time there
was confusion among the
workers because of the
absence of workera’' nation-
wide organisations, the lack
of direct contact between the
activists of the labour
movement, and the lack of
experience in this regard,

what are the workers'’
most Important demands?

The anti-worker Islamic
regime began from the very
start to suppress the
workers’' movement. At the
very first step all their
organisations were declared
fllegal. Only a few days after
the premiership of Bazargan
[in February 1979], most of
the activists of the workers’
movement In Ahvaz - were
arrested and detained. Of
course, the pressure which
the workers’ councils applied
very quickly forced
Bazargan to release them.

" This regime took back all
those gains that the workers

had won from the Shah’s
regime through long years of

struggle, It resorted to
imprisonment and execution
of labour activists.

With the outbreak of the
Iran-Iraq war, the workers'

movement lost  itg
revolutionary apirit and
working-class identity, The
war threw workers out of
work and ghut down
factories. It forced workers
to yleld to all sorta of jobs.
This had a deep
psychological effect on
workers, It undermined their
identity. This was the case
up to the end of the war and
until now.

In my opinion, at the
moment workerz want to
expresx themselvee {n any
way possible, They want to
tell the regime that it has to
take them into account. In
various ways they are
making efforts to restore
their questioned {identity:
from sit-ins and strikes to
petition collection, and so on.
It is not absolutely vital that
a strike wins. Workers
want to drum into the
government's head that they
exist and that their tight is
still on. After thizr period
which I regard as the period
of eatablishing working-clasa
identity and wmaking the
government tacitly recognise
workere' strugglee - which 1
don’t think will take long -
the key demands of the
workers will be those which
they had before and which
were taken back by the
I1slamic regime under these
11 years. These include 5-
day working week, housing
allowance, child benetfit,
giving workers their old jobs
back, the Job classification

echeme, and &0 on.
Struggling for these
demands will alsec mean

confronting the present state
organs in the workplaces

such as Islamic Councils,
Islamic Societies, and the
Worker House. Workers are
fighting for the abolition of
these organisations too.

The Islamic government
tries to pass the Islamic
Counclls as workers’
organisations. Wwhat |Is
your view on the Islamic
Counclls?

In the revolution workers
bullt their own real councila.
They have thus had a taste
of them and I don't think
they will concede to anything
less.

The government will not
accept the real councils. We
saw how in the first draft of
the Labour Law they were

not even prepared . to
recognise the name of
worker, calling it "work-

taker". The fact that they
accepted the word council
was only under workers’
pressure then.

One article of the law
concerning Islamic Councils
is this: Eligibility condition
for election a8 = Council
representative: Believing in
Islam in practice and in the
'Rule of the Clergy’. ,

This means that all other
religious minorities will be
excluded from candidature.
Even Moslem workers who do
not show allegiance to
Rafsarijani or Khamenei are
not eligible to be elected,
The candidates must bring a
letter of approval from the
Islamic Society signed by the
local mosque or a mullah.

The Islamic regime did all in its power to execute
or jail the activists of the workers’ movement.
Only a small number of these activists have
escaped death and been able to go on exile.

This law appliez only tor

gmall factorfes. In large
factories auch as oil,
petrochemicals, steel and
power stations, Islamic
Councils will be created only
when "the minister
concerned makes a written

request from the government
and which {s approved by
the cabinet.” No minister has
yet made such a request, so
in large industriezs we don't

even have these sham
councila,
The formation of any

power from above, without
people’s intervention, will in
the end lead to the collapse
of that power, We have many
examples: the Eastern bloc
countries and even the
Soviet Union itself. Not to
mention the Ielamic Republic,
the Islamic Counclls, the
Worker House, or the
bureaucracies existing over
the trade unions in the west;
here the workers are
gradually, in their struggles
trylng to from other
organisations,

What should the Iranian
immigrant workers do

with regard to the work-

ers’ movement In Iran?

The Islamic regime did all in
its power to execute or jail
the activists of the workers'’
movement. Only a small
number of these activiats
have escaped death and been
able to go on exile, The most
useful thing we can do at the
start is to get together and
try to solve our problems. An
organisation of these
workers should be zet up so
a8 to take the voice of

workers In Iran to other

workers, introduce the
Iranian workers’ movement to
worker organisations abroad,
support the struggle of
workers In other countries
and win thelr solidarity with
the workers in Iran. In this
connection I should also
mention the need for the
immigrant Iranian workers to
raise their knowledge of the
international workers’
movement.

what should the soclalist
and worker organisations
do - both those In Iran
and In other countries?

In my view, the
organisations in Iran are
undergoing ' transformation
and are trying to find their
class basis.Those
organisations which have
come to the conclusion that
only by mobilisihg the
workers can one have any
hope in the future, should
first unite among themselves
and in this way bring unity
to workers ranks and let the
workers’ movemerit have a
sound basis.

With regard to us
immigrant - workers, these
organisations (Iranlan ‘or
otherwise) should, free from
any sectarianism and
narrow-mindedness, help
these workers. to build their
organisation; call on their
worker members to put
efforts towards this end, and
help them in any way they
cgnl .
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1300 jobs to

‘The Saab-Scania car and
truck making firm in Sweden
announced it was planning to
cut 1300 jobs in its auto
division as & "coat saving"

measure,
The Swedish
Dagbladet reports that in the

Svenska

go in Saab

first quarter of 1990 Saab
Automobile made losses of
around $160m;, and it is
hoping to reduce costs by
$32m annually by firing 1300
workers and by raising
productivity from next year.
[ ]

Brazil Over one million on strike

In protest against the
government plan for the
sacking of 13,000 workers,
and following the firing of
1,000 workers, workers at
Petrobras oil industry began
an indefinite strike. -

Soviet Union
Independent
union

Leaders of strike committees
from all the major coalfields
in the Soviet Union held a
congress in-June in the main
city of the Donbas region to
found an independent miner:
union.

According to the Swedish
daily, Dagens Nyheter, 712

delegates attended this
congress, deapite the
government’s warning
against attendance. . The
workers called for the
resignation of Ryzhkov,
criticised Gorbachev’s

economic policies, -

The oil and gas workers of
the Tyumen region in Siberia
threatened to cut deliveries
by 10,000 tonnes if their
demands are not met.

60 per cent of the oil and

Numerous strikes
involving more than one
million workers are now in
progress throughout Prazil.
These include the Volta
Redondo steel workerz and
the Sao Paulo metal workers.
On 22 June. 9,000 workera
occupied the Ford plant in
Sao Paulo in protest against
the firing of 100 fellow

Free

Hani Beydoun, a Palestinian
worker leader who is known
internationally, was arrested
on March 20 by the Israel
troops in the Weat Bank. He
is a founder of the Hotel
workers union in Jerusalem
and has been active
organising the workers in
the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip and building the
General Federation of Trade
Unions.

Hani Beydoun was arrested
and tortured once befors, in
1985, for his activities among
the workers. At the time, he
was suffering from asthma.
And in the 30 long months
that he spent in jail, he lost
his hearing in one ear and

1PEe o v o kel oyl Jluiyy anie
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Iran Steel workers strike

Workers of Mobarekeh Steel
Complex waged a aeries of
strikes from late March to
early May over demande for
the payment of the year-end
bonus and against the
management’s action of
increasing the speed and
intensity of work.

The head of the local
labour ministry and the
Factory Security officials
appesaled to workers to go
back to work. During the
strike two representatives of
the workers were beaten up
in their homes and - were
arrested. .

According :to a report by
the Communist party of Iran,
the strike started from
Doreez factory and rapidly
spread to other factories of

that Hani iz now in solitary
confinement and wunder
torture. No charges have yet
been brought against him.
Even by Israel's own
martial law regulations, a
detainee can be  kept in
isclation and without being
charged uszually for no more
than 14 days. But Hani’s
period of detention has been
extended while no charges
have been brought.
According to Mohammad
Na'Amneh, they cannot
prepare his defence when
the charges are unclear. So
they are putting pressure on
the military authorities to at
least spell out the charges.
Hani Beydoun i3 being kept

the complex. Later, the
demands for allowances for
commuting expenses, work
intensity, and working on
heights, as well' as lunch
subgidy, were added to
workers' earlier demands.

On 23 April, despite a
management - circular on
hours increase and in
defiance of the security
forces present in the
factory, workers checked out
as usual,

In early May government
forcea carried out night
raids on the homes of two
worker representatives who
bad just been released from
detention under workers’
pressure. The regime’s thugs
savagely beat up the two
workers,

Hani Beydoun!

The struggle to free Hani
Beydoun has now grown into
a campaign for the
recognition of Palestinian

.workers’ rights. In the U.S.,

and Canada ({where Hani
Beydoun met with labour
leaders and activists in June
last year) relatively
extensive protest actions
have got under way. These
actions are taking place at a
time when the AFL-CIO, in itz
international resolution,
speaks of all the Palestinian
worker organisations as
terrofist organisations. W

# By AW Javadi, a Worker
today reporter in the U.S.,

gas supplies of the Soviet suffered a heavy stroke. in the notorious Ramallah based on a talk with
Union is produced in this Hani Beydoun’s lawyer, jail. Mohammad Na’Amneh.
region. [ Mohammad Na'Amneh, says

CW: Although new not lose 1ts function of

Interview with Ciemierz
Wlodzimierz & Danuta
Zayac of Solidarity 80
Committee in Poland

Worker Today: It is said that
Solidarity membership has
dropped from 10 million to 2
million ..

Ciemierg Wlodzimierz: Yes.
When Solidarity was formed,
it had 10 to 1llm members.
But when .the martial law
came, many left it. Now, they
say, its membership has
dropped to between 1.6m and
1.8m.

WT: You are yourself in the
committee which wants to set
up a new union in Poland.

CW: Yes I am a member of
this seven-member committee
which is aiming to build a
new union in Poland. In my
opinion everyone is entitled
to join any wunion one
chooses, be this Lech
Walesa’s or that which we
want to set up.

WT: In what way is your
union critical of the present
solidarity?

CW: Our union will pursue
the same objectives as thoge
followed by the Solidarity of

1980 - and not the existing
one. I think the majority of
workers are now thinking of
building their own union. In
the Nova Huta steelworks,
where I work, five different
centres have been formed to
set up different unions. Our
committee, which is called
"Solidarity 80", wants
workers in both production
and services to have their
own real unions.

WT: What do you mean by
real unions? What are your
concrete aims?

CW: In real unions workers
can express themselves; they
can discuss and put forward
their own demands. The
union leadersnip ought to
put these demands to the
state and other organs and
lead the struggle.

Wr: In view of the
developments in Eastern
Europe and the formation of
the new Solidarity-led Polish
government, how do you
evaluate the present
condition of workers in
Poland?

governments have come to
power in Eastern Europe,
workers’ situation has not
become any better. It is still
necessary to build
independent unions in these
countries, like the Solidarity
of 1980.

WT: Are you a member of the
present Solidarity? Why is
Solidatity losing membersa?

Danuta Zayac: I'm not a
member of -Solidarity. The
present Solidarity has
.abandoned the ideals of 1980.

WT: Nowadays there is much
talk about the ustlessness of
the East European model and
about how effective the
Western model is, What is
your view on this?

DZ: It is true that the ruling
Communist Party in Poland
drove the country into ruin.
But as a worker I believe
that the Western capitalist
model will bring mnothing
positive for Poland. In this
short period we have aiready
seen how wagez. have been
cut and how unemployment
and poverty have flourished.
I believe we should look for
something else.

WT: What do you mean by
this "something else"?

DZ: In my opinion privatising
some production enterprises
is necessary. But the key
and heavy industries in
Poland should remain state
institutions. The state should

providing social services for
workers.

WT: Poland’s prime minister
said recently that agreeing
to wage rises would be
suicide for democracy. What
do you think?

DZ: In my opinion, rapid
price rises, and expulsions -
collective or individual -
have nothing to do with
democracy.
=t ——— =0
Workers’® situation in
Poland has not become
any better. It is
necessary to build
independent-unions, like
the Solidarity of 1980.
)
WT: Then, how do you explain
the dramstic price rises and
the mass unemployment
which have emerged out of

Vs

YUruguay:
Anti—-Strike
Legislation
On 24 May workers in
Uruguay staged a general
strike against the
government’s programme of
public spending and
privatisations. Uruguay's
trades union confederation,
the PIT-CNT, is demanding
pay increases of 30 per cent
against an offer of 15-17 per
cent..

According to the same
report, the government is
preparing legislation which
will restrict the right to
strike. ’

This was revealed in a
report leaked to the
Uruguayan daily El Pais.
According to the new
legisiation, strikes will be
declared illegal if they are
not preceded by a majority
vote, a one-week "warning”
will be necessary, and wages
will be deducted for the
strike period, even for
"legal® strikes. Workers
participating in illegal
strikes will be dismigsed. H

Solidarity

with Mexican
~“Workers

Marco Antonio Jimenez,
leader of a strike at a Ford
plant in Mexico, called for
greater solidarity, In a
recent meeting with Canadian
and U.S. workers,

The Labor Notes, pub-
lished In the U.S., reports
that following the visit by
Jimenez, the Ford Council of
the Canadian Auto Workers
(CAW) has committed itself to
actions {n support of the

Mexican Ford workera.
In an interview with the

People’s Daily World, Jimenez
described the militant
struggle in the Cuautitlan
plant near Mexico city. The
protest actions against
management’s wage cuts and
speed ups were brutally
guppreased in January when
armed thugs wearing
company uniforms entered
the plant and opened fire,
killing one worker , and
wounding 9 others. This
resulted §n more protest
actions, Including a two-week
occupation of the plant.
According to Labor Notes,
the company has refused to
abide by an agreement
signed on March 1 and has
fired nearly one-fifth of the
workforce (750 workers).

The pressure for producti-
vity in the plant is 8o great
that the company hae instal-
led urinals in the production
areas so workers can relieve
themselves without having to
leave their work. B

‘ITtaly:

this very clamour about -

democracy?

DZ: In:a true democracy, the-
majority decide. Such price
rises, wage cuts and
redundancies only happen
when the majority has no
82y, These things have
nothing to do with real
democracy. That's all I can
zay in this regard. =

* The above interview took
place at the "European
Workers Conference”, held in
East Berlin on 16 and 17
June. The interview was by
Mostafa Saber, a Worker
Today staff member,

Strike Right

Qe stricted

A committee of the Italian
Senate approved on June 7 a
legislation restricting the
right to strike.

The Financial Times writes
that according to the new
law, workers will have to
guarantee the maintenance of
“essential” public services
during a labour dispute or
face "disciplinary" measures.

The sectors which come
under the new legislation
include health, tele-
communications, education
posts, power stations and

customs.
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Tens of thousands perish in the worst quake ever to hit Iran

I N \
q/K Early morning on 21 June a

quake measuring 7.4 on the
Richter scale shook an area
of 785,000 sq. Km. More than
360 after-shocks followed in
the next few days. Hundreds
of thousands were killed,
injured, and made homeless;
numerous towna and villages
flattened; and millions of
people thrown into a deep
mass BOrrow.

The Iranian president
shamelessly talked of the
earth quake ac "a divine
test”. A victim of the
disaster said "yes, we have
been tested, but I don't
know why?"

Tehran Times, an official

Iranian newspaper, gave the
number of casualties for the
first three days as 50,000,
this figure only included
victims who had been
counted and registered,
while many had been buried
without any records being
kept. |

Major Earthquakes 1980-90
Year Place

Richter Deaths

scale

1989 California 6.9 62

1988 Armenia 8.9 25000
1985 Mexico 8.1 9500
1983 Turkey 7.1 1300
1982 Yemen 8.0 2800
1980 Italy 1.2 4800
1980 Algeria 7.3 4500

ruthlessness.

Very sclentific Indeed!

Some blame Nature. 7.3 on the Richter
scale”, That explains the death and ruin of
hundreds of thousands of Innocent people.

Victims of whose violence?

In a matter of minutes tens of thousands
of human beings perished. Men and women
resting after a hard day’s work; children
dreaming of tomorrow’s joys. Symbols of
pure Innocence. Victims are being counted,
50,000, 100,000, half a million. But where
are the perpetrators of this massacre?
Rellgion-mongers revive the age-old
story of the "Divine Test”, Feartul of the
wave of disgust that Is bound to submerge
them and thelr God, they shamelessly call
upon the victims to exalt the divine

the world?

Mourn and

disperse! But Man has long achieved the
ability to fend off
outbursts of Nature. Who can deny that in
many -other places In the worid the same
event would leave only a few victims? How
is it that the victims of natural disasters
are always the deprived working people of

We know who Is responsible. These
people are the victims of a society that Is
ruled by profit and capital. A system that
exploits and deprives. The perpetrators of
this crime are those whose power and
wealth rest on the deprivation of millions
of working people. Those who safeguard
Those who Justify its
existence. We know who Is responsible. B

this system.

such occasional

Iran

g
After a two-day strike In protest against payments In kind BI‘_ltaln

Coal production to be cut by
10-15 milllon tonnes

Cabinet yields to steelworkers’demands 20-30,000 jObS to go
in coal industry

WT Newa Service:

Thousands of workers of
Isfahan Steelworks - the
largest steel producing plant
in Iran - waged a successful
two~day strike in mid-march

in  protest against the
payment of the year-end
bonus in kind. '

According to a report by
the Communist Party of Iran,
in the course of this strike

workers blocked the way of
trucke coming in to load in

the factory. The strike
embraced major sections of
the factory.

The government’s reaction
was to hold an immediate
session of the cabinet to

. consider the issue. After the

tneeting, a ministerial adviser
waz eent to Isfahan to
Perasonally convey
government’s acceptance of

Strike in Navard Metal

Army brought In to force workers back to work

At the end of February and

the beginning of March
workers went on strike
demanding pay rises and
payment of year-end
bonuses. In this two-week
action 35 workers were
arrested. The strike was

widely reflected among the

Occupational

hazard!

250  unlon activists
killed In 1989,
according to ICFTU

According to a report
by = the International
Confederation of Free
Trade Unions, more than
250 union activists were
murdered throughout the
world in the 12 months
ending in March this year,
In the same period, 13,000
were arrested and tens of
thousande were sacked for
union activity. The report
lists Colombia, China, El
Salvador, Peru, the
Philippines, Sudan and
South Africa as among the
most dangerous places for
labour activists. @

workers of the region.

"According to a report by
the Communist Party of Iran,
workers were warned on
Marth 3 that if they
continued their action they
would be locked out. At the
same time military forces
were stationed in the factory
who began viciously
arresting the workers. The
night shift workers were also
locked out. The next day
more military forces arrived.

Workers were forced back
into work by calling up their
names individually and by
armed guards accompanying
them to the machines.

A government official
appearing before the
workers promised to see into
their demands and release
the arrested workers the
following day.

According to the  same
report, only five of the 35
arrested workers were
released the next day. The
authorities have claimed that
only those who have not had
record of previous political
activity would be freed,
Workers have followed up
their action by go-slows and
non-cooperation.

Following the recent
events, the authorities took
direct control over the
factory. The strike has had a
big impact among the
workers of eseveral other
industries in the region. H

the demand. The decision was
announced on television the
same evening.

According to the same
report, the steel workers’
strike aroused much
sympathy among the workers
in other industries in
Isfahan, and was followed by
a s8eries of strikes in
Mobarakeh Steelworks, the
second largest steelworks in
Isfahan. @

Afghan
workers

under
attack

First concentration camps
then deportation

WT News Service:
New plans were announced
by the government in Iran in

late April concerning the .

Afghan immigrant workers,
according to which special
isolated camps, Bo-called
"Guest Towns", are to be set
up for Afghan workers who
are then to be gradually
deported. _ ‘

The over two million
Afghan workers in Iran work
under the worst conditions
and in total lack of rights.
These anti-worker and
chauvinist plans are an
introduction to their mass
expulsion.

In a seminar called
"Employment of Foreign
Citizens", the deputy labour
minister sald: "In the
implementation of the five-
Year plan, all government
institutions must prevent the
employment of foreign
citizens, except in special
circumstances. ... Given the
fact that Afghans are
employed in hard jobs, we
should have such plans that
once they leave, the country
would not be hit by
recession.” B

NUM leader Arthur Scarglli

British Coal has announced
that 7,500 jobs will go by
1993. However, Arthur
Scargill has revealed that
they are really planning to
sack 20-30,000,

A secret report obtained
by the BBC television shows
that British Coal intends to
cut production by 10-15
million tonnes. And according
to the Board’s own estimates,
over 10,000 jobs will be lost.

"In 1984, at the start
of our strike, the Coal
Board wanted to close
flve pits. Now we are
70 closures on. We
didn’t belleve thelr
lies then and we don't
trust them now." A
Yorkshire miner
writing for the paper
Militant.

The Militant, published in
England, writes that the Coal
Board has deliberately kept
quiet about which pits will
be shut, but that it seems it
will be mainly in
Nottinghamghire and South
Yorkshire.

A yorkshire miner writing
in the Militant stated: "We
have no ‘alternative but to
fight. ... We have to revive
the fighting traditions of the
NUM, the traditions of 1984."




