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Shame!

This is the text of an
interview by the Voice of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Iranian state Radio network,
with an EIGHT-year old girl
who works in a brickyard
near Tehran. Shocked
already? Just read on:

- Can you tell
name?

- Masumeh Shojaii,

-~ Masum, what were you just
doing love?

- Collecting the
those that are dried.

- Is anybody with you?

- I am helping mum and dad.

- Are there any other

children here who also help

their parents?

- Yes.

- How old are you?

- I am eight.

~ How many bricks a day can
you collect here?

- Two thousand.

- How many hours do you

help your mum and dad

here?

— From morning to evening.

- You are with your father

and mother from morning to

evening?

- Yes.

- Don't you get tired?

me your

bricks,

e

. get tired?

~ I sit down and rest.

- Masum dear, can you tell
me what you wish most?

~ I wish I did not have to
work here, I wish I could
go to school.

-~ Don’t you go to school?!

- No.

-~ You have never been to
school?

- No.

- Do you know what going to
school is good for?

- Yeah, you become literate.
- Can you tell me why you
and your brother and your
parents came here?

~ We came to make some
money.

- You don’t have money?

- No we don’t, not for our

they give you all?
- Yes. 93 Tomans (70 cents)
a day.

- Do you think this is
enough for working from
morning to evening?

- No.

- It’s not enough?

- No.

- You cannot live on that?
- No.

- Where do you live here,
have they given you
somewhere to stay?

- Yes. It belongs to the
master.

- Is it clean, is it hygienic?
- No.

- How?

- There are creepy
cockroaches in the room?

- Aren’t you afraid of them?

1FFR Sulgaas,l easil o) :,l...:. Jyl e iy axie

o was also present in the
Ir._sm. Council’s meeting on 25
Minimum February. After some

Wage Up

WTNS reports:

Workers’ minimum wage
was recently raised from 830
to 1000 rials. The last
increase was two years ago
and, despite an official
annual inflation rate of 25%
(the real rate runs into
three figures) the minimum
wage remained unchanged
for two years. In 1989 and
early this  year, workers’
protest actions and strikes
for wage increases gained a
new momentum. The latest
example of these was the
strike in January by 13,000
workers at the Melli Shoe
factory. These actions,
together with a wave of
street protests during the
winter, forced the Iranian
regime to increase minimum

wage in an attempt to
restrain the popular
discontent.

According to Kayhan -
one of the main daily
newspapers - the Supreme
Labour Council determined
the daily minimum wage at

discussions and taking into
account the rate of inflation
provided by the Central
Bank, the meeting decided to
increase the daily wage by
170 rials to provide for a
minimum living standard."
Reuter News Agency in its
report from Tehran
described the government
decision as an attempt to
calm popular discontent
following recent unrests and
demonstrations.

The 1986 Statistical
Yearbook of the Islamic
Republic estimated the
average living costs of an
urban household to be 3500
rials per day. Even with the
official rate of inflation, the
average cost of living for an
urban household . today
would be 7000 rials per day.
This is seven times the
present minimum wage of
1000 rials per day, which is
equivalent to a purchasing
power of less than one
dollar. The recent minimum
wage rise applies to only
about two million and 400,000
workers who are covered by
the Labour . Law. The
minimum wage for the rest of

~ Yes, I do. living. - Yes. But we have to live | 1000 rials. The report states workers is practically much
- What do you do when you - Do vou %know how much there. that "The. Labour Minister -below 1000 rials.’

capacity for the political ideals, are trampling on each  then Marxism as a valid the cause of political well off, a mock election
intimidation of the workers’ other’s feet, forces the critique and outlook will independence will not  would suffice for them. The

movement and populist
mobilisation of the middle
strata against our class.
Secondly, the decline of
unionism, while having
immediate detrimental effects
on the life of millions of
workers, has created an
environment for new
thinking and alternative
practices in worker
organisation in Europe. The
workers’® movement has
already moved towards more
radical actions organised
outside the traditional union
structure, campaigns for

"democralisation of unions”

worker today to think more
deeply about his and her
specific class identity., I
think the ’'980s will find the
worker in a totally different
political pose.

WT: What about Marxism?

How do you see its
prospects?
MH: It is only now that

Marxism, as a working class
outlook for social change can
come to the fore. It is only
now that the worker is being
freed from a host of quasi-
Marxisms of the propertied

or creating alternative
organisations are spreading.
This helps the emergence of
movements that are more
radical and are able to deal
with urgent class issues.
Finally, a very important
point is that with the recent
developments workers are
bound to grasp their
specific class identity. While
everybody is joining the
feast in the honour of
democracy, the East German
and Polish worker, the
Russian worker in Lithuania
and Estonia, is Just
beginning to realise that he
himself is being barbecued
and served as the main
course. The West European
worker is realising that
behind all this razzmatazz
about democracy and human
rights, it is the worker and
the worker alone who should
take care of his economic
interests and political
rights, without hoping for
anything to come from the
intelligentsia who fill social
democratic parliamentary
seats or professional union
posts. The fact that non-
working class strata and
their movements, in their
race to dissociate themselves
from the worker and worker

classes. I am aware that this

has not been achieved
through a theoretical and
practical offensive by
worker-Marxism and worker—
socialism, but has come
about by the collapse of the
quasi-socialist poles under
pressure from other sections
of the bourgeoisie itself. I
am also aware that the
present gsituation
circumscribes socialism and
socialist thought in general.
But anti-socialist pressures
will prove short-lived.
Capitalism by nature gives
rise to worker socialism and
Marxism. As long as there is
worker and capitalist, there
also is Marxism. But this time
this Marxism has rid itself of
all the currents that have
pursued non-worker
interests in its name. As a
Marxist, as an activist of
worker socialism, I
personally feel that the way
forward is more open.
Besides, if society as a whole
is going to re-think its
foundations, if the ’90 are to
be the decade of struggle
between social outlooks, and
if the bourgeoisie is heading
for an ideological vacuum -
all . of which are
characteristics of the ’90s -

once again come to the fore
in society.

WT: Nationalist movements
in the Soviet Union are on
the rise. How do you think
they will fare? What kind of

response will they get
internationally?
MH: One of the social

currents unleashed by the
demise of the Eastern bloc is
nationalism. Nationalism has
long been a pampered social
movement in bourgeois
society. It seems very
"natural” and respectable to
be a nationalist in this,
society. Everybody is
worshiping his own national
flag and no one has ever
been reproached for this
blatant departure from the

universal and international
identity of humanity.
Nationalism today, apart from
a few cases, is no longer
even related to national
oppression. For the most
part it is derived from
earthly economic
considerations of the local
bourgeoisie about the
prospects for regional
economic development. No
wonder we see that the
honourable nationalist: in
Lithuania and Estonia begins
his campaign by stripping
the Russian worker of his
basic political rights. In my
view nationalism does not
aim at ending national
oppression. It merely strives
to re-define the oppressed
and oppressor nations.

As for the future of these
movements, I think with the
economic integration of the
capitalist world and in view
of the fact that ~ the
bourgeoisie is not at present
thinking in terms of small
national units but rather
new international blocs,
nationalism will not find a
very wencouraging
environment within the
capitalist class. Some may
gain independence and some
may not. But nationalism and

becoms a fashionable subject
for tha capitalist worid,

WT: How do you see the
repercussions of the

world situation on the
Iranian situation? Many
opposition parties are

hoping that it would lead
to the emergence of a
parliamentary democracy
in Iran.

MH: The

opposition, with their new
recruits from the previously
pro-Soviet parties, are used
to this approach to politica.
Yesterday it was the election
of Kennedy or Carter that
was to bring them their
parliament. They are still
waiting! They do not
understand that politics in a
society is conditioned by the
struggle of material, real
social forces and not by
sentimental formulations
such as the "era of the end
of dictatorships”.
"Dictatorship” must be
_overthrown by real forces.

Iranian liberal

official ruling class
democracy, for its part,
which used the term

democracy to characterise
any kind of political regime
outside the rival bloc, will
not give our liberal his
democracy. If it were so,
then it would not have
turned the world into a
world of military juntas,
police states and military
interventionism for decades.

What can be said is that
the position of Iran and the

Islamic current is now
objectively changed for
international capital. With
the elimination of the

Eastern bloc, Iran may not
have the same strategic
significance as before and
Pan-Islamism, with the idea
of a green belt around the

Soviet Union becoming
redundant, may not be as
much in demand. Post-war

economic reconstruction of
Iran must also wait its turn
until the restructuring of
the economies of Eastern
Europe gets moving. All this

|

Such formulations are
produced by the middle
classes and intellectuals in
Europe as naive and
subjective descriptions of
much more objective
processes. It is not as
though the gods have set
out to topple dictatorships

‘one after the other. Besides,

the Iranian liberal forgets
that the unofficial and
academic democracy in
Europe that produces such
formulation for mass
consumption is extremely
Eurocentric. As far as the
countries outside Europe are
concerned, especially those

-im which people are not so

may mean more pressure ou
the 1Islamic regime in Iran.
However, whether or not the
situation would result in
parliamentary democracy, or
new kinds of bourgeois
despotism, or the victory of
workers revolutionary
alternative, is something
that real social forces will
determine. I personally think
that whoever wants political
freedom must look to no one
but the working class. The
bourgeoisie, Iranian or
otherwise, has proved that it
cannot prosper in a country
like Iran without
suppressing the political
rights of millions.
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Workers in Melli Shoe Industrial

Groupr Demand a 30% Pay Rise

From Page 12

Excerpts from the resolution passed by striking workers:

1- The guaranteed implementation of the job classification
scheme - retrospectively, since 1983 -and the settlement of

all overdue payments.

2- Payment of 300,000 rials of the overdue amount in
advance; payment of the rest in monthly installments of 20

thousand.

3- A 30% pay rise.

4- None of the workers should be arrested or persecuted
and those in custody should be released.

5- The elimination of all
regulations of the workplace.

the restrictive disciplinary

workers were arrested on
factory bus services.
According to the CPI
report, on hearing the news
of . the arrests, outraged
workers attacked and beat
up the agents and informers
of the Islamic regime in the
factory. Later, shouting THE

ARRESTED WORKERS MUST
BE RELEASED!, they stormed
the administration offices of
the factory and took a
number of managers and the
Personnel section’s officials
hostage in an effort to force
the release. of their
colleagues.

The director of the Melll Shoe Industrial Group:

A number of opportunist, and partly counter-revolutionary,
individuals have bullied the workers to go on, §trlke in these

clireumstancaes.
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Metal (‘.’}o&s for

= 9" Wage Increase
- and a 37-hour Weelt

Germany:

E.G. Metal, one of the largest
unions and the leader of the
1984 campaign for 35 hour
week, declared that it
postpones this demand in
favour of wage increases.
According to Financial Times,
the union is now pressing
for a 37 hour week and a 9
percent wage increase. The
Frankfurt section of the
employers’ association has
proposed a 5.5 percent
increase in its recent round
of negotiations with the

The CFI also reports that
after a week-long strike,
workers returned to work
following promises by the
management and the
authorities that the arrested
strikers would be released
and the job classification
scheme would be rapidly
implemented. According to
the same report, the workers
of the Melll Shoe Group in
the mty of. Rasht were also
on strike at the same time.

union.. The spokesman for
E.G, Metal has warned that
employers’ refusal to meet
the union’s demand would
lead to a nationwide strike
by German Metal workers.
E.G. Metal has 2.5 million
members.

The Right to
Strike in
Mozambigue

Following a wave of
strikes in Mozambique, the
government has included the
right to strike in the new
draft of the Constitution.

The Head of State declared,
"We are not opposed tc
strikes, as long as they are
not against national
interests."”

According to International
Labour Reports, in the
recent strikes, workers of
metal, glass and textile
industries, railways, as well
as hospital workers were
involved. The rail strike
brought the Moputo rail
network to a standstill for
two days.

Strike Threat By
‘Siberian Workers

the affairs ourselves." He
added: "In this region 12,000
tonnes of oil are produced
every second. At
international prices this
brings in a revenue of 120
million dollars." However,
"Just in our union, 200,000
live in sub~minimum
standard houses; one in five
are not covered by medical
services; the children go to
school on a three-shift
basis, while the maximum
legally allowed level is two
shifts."”

A deputy in the Council of
Ministers said in an
interview with the Moscow
News -"Moscow is aware of
the problems of the Siberian
workers and will not ignore
their demands.” 1In response
to the threatened strike call
he added, "despite the
gravity of the situation,
there will be no strike.”

According to the same
report, the USSR Council of
Trade Unions has announced
that should the Government
turn down the workers'
demands the Council will
Back the strike call.

‘At the time of writing, the
Soviet government has asked
for an extension of the
deadline before it replies.

Developments in
Eastern Europe and
Prospects for
Worker Socialism

The present events in the East will be looked upon
in the future as a mere prelude to far more
significant developments in the world as a whole.

Mansoor Hekmat |Is a co-
founder of the Communist
Party of Iran and . an
influential figure In the
soclallst movement In Iran.
He talked to Worker Today
about the developments in
Eastern Europe and their
implications for workers’
soclalist atruggle. Excerpts:

Worker Today: The
developments in Eastern
Europe and the Soviet Union
have seized the attention of
the whole world. We do
indeed live in a decisive
historical period. -However,
the impact of these events
on the West and the main
body of the capitalist world
remains unexplored. How, in
your view, will . these
developments affect the
"victorious" West?

Mansoor Hekmat: The
immediate results of this
process will naturally be felt
first by the people in
Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union. But what
makes the ’'90s a crucial
historical period is in my
view the subsequent
international results of this
process and its impact on
the Western world. The
present events in the East
will be looked upon in the
future as a mere prelude to
far more significant
developments in the world as
a whole,

The salient fact behind all
this political and ideological
turmoil is the economic
collapse of the state
capitalist model and the

triumph over it of market
capitalism. All the discussion
and commentary by the
Western media, echoed in the
public opinion, about the
"end of communism" and the
victory of democracy and
the West, are but the modes

and forms of referring to
the same economic reality.
But when you look at it
closely, you see that it is in
fact the West and the so-
called victorious bloc that is
thrown into a turbulent and

West and gives rise, for the
their resolution, to massive
social confrontations.

WT: What contradictions and
uncertainties?

MH: In economics, politics
and ideology. At all levels.
The fact is that, particularly
throughout the post-war
perjod, the economic,
political and intellectual life
of the West had been shaped
by a global confrontation
between the two blocs. We
can see the mark of this
confrontation not just on the
military and political
alignments of states, but on
the whole organisation of
production in- the Western
world, in its strategy and
patterns of growth and
development, and in its
whole intellectual and
conceptual frame of thought.

Today it is not just Nato
that is rendered useless
with the virtual elimination
of the Warsaw Pact. It is not
just the plan for the 1992
integration of the European
market that has to be

mmm b;r nature gx‘m rise to worker socialism
and Marxism. As long as there is worker and

capitalist, there also is Marxism.

critical period in its history.
The prospects facing the
defeated bloc is more or less
defined. It has to emulate
The West’s past. But it is the
present and future of the
victorious bloc that is now,
with the events in Eastern
Europe, wrapped up  in
contradictions and
uncertainties. The. collapse
of the Eastern bloc poses
serious questions for . the
political economy and the
ideological set up in the

with the westernisation of
the Eastern Europe and the.
German re-unification.The
whole profile of Western
society must be re-
defined.The whole global
economic set up, which had

assigned the position of the
various countries and social
classes for decades, must be
dgfined anew with the full
integration of the world
capitalist market. These
queéstions are open again
and draw social forces, each

with its own solutions, to an
intense struggle.

The most conspicuous
expression of this confusion
concerns democracy itself,

both as a system of political
thought and as a form of
government in bourgeois
society, We are .told that
democracy has triumphed.
Which democracy are they
talking about? The naive
notions that crowd the minds

initiate an era of fierce

political and ideological
struggles in the West for
reshaping an official and
dominant  ideoclogical
framework for contemporary
capitalism.

In short, the world is
entering a turbulent period
which has its main source of
instability not in the East
but in the West itself, which
will in turn make the
present assumptions of the

Western media about the
future of Eastern Europe
obsolete and irrelevant. -

WT: In what way does this
situation affect the working
class movement?

The ’90s wiil be a decade of intensified worker
protest movements. Movements that are more
radical and are able tc deal with urgent class

issues.

The ’90s will find the worker in a totally different

political pose.

of pious professors and ex-
radicals and is seen by them
as the last word on human
liberation, or the practical,
real and well-articulated
democracy that has been the
official ruling ideology in
the West and provided the
intellectual and propaganda
framework for the "Free
World"? The democracy of
Hiroshima, the Cold War,
genocide in Vietnam, CIA
coups and military Juntas,
racism and Union busting.
The democracy of Thatcher,
Reagan, The Times and The
Economist, This is the real
democracy that has ruled
the world. This is precisely
the banner under which the
West articulated - and
organised itself in its
competition for world
domination with the opposite
bloc. To the extent that this
confrontation is eliminated,
this ideological framework
itself becomes redundant
and the West suffers
confusion and division. The
events in Eastern Europe

MH: I think the ’90s will be a
decade of intensified worker
protest movements. For a
number of reasons. First, for
more than a decade the
offensive of the New Right,
Thatcherism and
Reaganomics, has
pressurised the working
class. Part and parcel of this
offensive  was the
suppression of trade unions.
Thiss in turn was made
possible with crisis of social
democracy and the political
and ideological supremacy of
new conservatism. Today the
destructive results of these
policies for the workers -
unemployment, loss of social
services etc., - are felt more
than ever while the
ideological and  political
cohesion of the Right is lost.
In the whole of Europe
questions such as
unemployment and lack of
job security, working week
and so on are becoming a
focus for a renewed surge of
workers’ movement, while
the bourgeoisie ig losing its
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In One of the Biggest Trials Against Militant Workers

Mass Trial of 980 Saab

in Sweden

Workers

To All Sweden’s Workers!

We the metalworkers at Saab-Scania in S&dertilje are
involved in a hard struggle for a pay rise claim of 5.5 SKr
an hour demanded by our workshop union. This is
equivalent to only 1.5% of Scania’s profits of 3.6 billion
Crowns in 1989, -

The company’s stubborn refusal to give us improved
working conditions and a living wage has forced us into a
series of "wildcat" actions and strikes.

Now the company and the branch employers’ association
is stepping up the battle by suing nine hundred and
eighty (980) of us before the Labour Court.

In one of the biggest trials ever in Sweden against
militant workers, the company and the branch employers’
association do not only want to punish us for our strikes.
Their objective is to frighten all wage-earners into silence
and submission. Therefore a victory for us is also a
victory for all wage—earners - private and state alike.

We refuse to accept that Europe’s most profitable truck
firm should continue to pay us low wages and provide a
poor working environment.

We refuse to accept the dictates of the branch
employers’ association and the -Swedish Employers’
Association (SAF).

We run the risk of "strike fines" of up to 200,000 Skr
plus court costs. We need your support. We have therefore
set up a fine-fund. The money will be used to pay the
fines as well as meet the cost of collective travel to the
Labour Court. '

- Contributions to be sent to:

Post Giro No. 407 34 66-7 (Sweden)
(The Strike-Fine Fund of . Saab-Scania
Sodertilje)

Workers in

- Messages of support to be sent to:

Berra Ahnberg
Nydalvidgen 129
151 51 Sdédertdlje

Berra Ahnberg
In charge of
fund collection

Saab-Scania truck
firm  and the
association in

The
producing
employers’

Sweden are bringing legal

action against 980 workers
of the Sodertdlje branch of

this company -  near
Stockholm - on "charges" of
recent "wildcat" strikes.

This mass trial is part of the
employers’ campaign to force
the Saab workers and the

Swedish workers as a whole
into submission.

Below we publish the text
of the appeal published by
the Saab workers in
Sodertédlje. The postal giro
account for sending
contributions and the
address for solidarity

messages are printed at the
end of the appeal - WT

Do you have anything to say

_Sweden In your defence? .
S.Africa

The strike by railway

workers, during which .30

workers were Kkilled by

management thugs and

hundreds were injured,

ended after three months on
January 31. The workers
succeeded in forcing

employers to recognise their
union and reinstate 23000
dismissed workers. However
the demand for a wage
increase of 900 rands could
not be realised. According tc
International Labour
Reports, the strike was in
response to management’s
plan for massive layoffs in
April under the privatisation
scheme.

Mexico

121 worker organisations
have formed a new national
union to counter the policies
of the official Confederation
of Mexican Workers and fight
for workers’ right to strike
and collective bargaining,

The Workers Advocate
reports of the death of one
worker and the injury of
several others when
government thugs attacked
and occupied the
headquarters of the new
union during the strike,

WTNS reports:

In January this year
about 13000 workers of the
22 factories of the Melli Shoe
Industrial Group in Tehran
went on strike for a 30X pay
rise and the implementation
of the job  classification
scheme. A resolution
containing strikers demands
was passed (see box). The
strike escalated to a full

confrontation with  the
regime. Informers were
beaten up; the Islamic
Council of the Azadeh

factory resigned; the factory
executive director was
replaced; government
officials and the Pasdaran
(the ' paramilitary armed
forces) arrived in the
factory and threatened the
workers; - hundreds of
strikers were arrested and
their release was added to
the demands of the strike; a
number of executive

directors and factory chiefs
were taken hostage by the
workers in an attempt to
force the release of their
arrested colleagues.
According to a report by
the Communist Party of Iran,
matters came to a head after
a declaration by the Islamic
Council that the pledge
given by the management
five months  earlier to
implement the job
classification scheme was no
longer wvalid. It took only
three days for the strike to
sweep the whole industrial
group. Chanting UNITY,
UNITY, WORKERS UNITE!, the

striking workers went to

other factories of the
Concern, appealing to their
fellow workers to join the
strike.

In a number of
threatening speeches by the
management and government
officials, the strike was
condemned as a "sin", and
workers were warned not to
be provoked by the
"counter-revolution”. Once
threats and promises failed,
Evin prison Pasdars, who
had been brought to the
factory, began arresting the
workers. Workers' homes

were raided at night. Many
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Strike
Threat by

Siberian
Oil & Gas
wWorkers

WTNS reports:

In a letter to Rizhkov, the
Prime Minister, and
Shalayov, head of the USSR
Council of Trade : Unions,
leader of the Committee of
the 0Oil and Gas Workers
Union in the Tyumen region
in Siberia threatened to call

a strike unless the
Government meets their
demands by 1 April. This

union has a membership of
700,000 and the workers in
Tyumen produce 60% of the

entire oil and gas output of «—.. _

the Soviet Union.
According to a report in

the Moscow News, - the
general secretary of the
Tyumen Union said "We
cannot live hoping that

things will change for the
better tomorrow or that we'll
be able to take control of

Page 11
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Independent
National Union

in S outh
Korea

Despite months of strong
opposition by the employers
and the state, the National
Confederation of
-fndependent Unions of South
Korean Workers (Minju) was
founded in January this
year. The first congress of
the Union was attended by
representatives of 300-400
thousand workers from 1000
unions.

According to a report in
International Labour
Reports, the Minju Union is
the result of the unification
of independent local and
regional unions formed in
the past several years
alongside the yellow state
unions.

In November last year the
heads of 30 large companies
formed a general employers’
council with the objective of
hindering the growth of the
new union. At the same time,
the S.Korean President
declared a nationwide war on
"illegal union activity".
Later, a number of Minju
Union leaders were arrested
and their offices raided.
Court order has also been
issued for the arrest of the
union leader, The Minju
Union replaces the "National
Conference of Labour
Movement” formed during
the °'80s. It has on its
‘agenda both the issue .of
wage increases and social
and political demands.



