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Iraen 3
sept condamnés
a mort de plus

En mars 1971, trelze mi-
| litanta Iraniens sont Ju-
gés pour atteints 4 la sdreté
de I'Etat et complot contre le
régime maonarchiste, condam-
nés a4 mort et exécutés.
secrétement ; ce n'est qu'une
semalne aprés Jeur mort
qu'on apprend que leur pro-
cés a eu lieu et que sont di-
vulgués leurs noms.

Aujourd’hui, sept aulres
militants viennent d'étre
condamnés & mort. Parmi

eux : MM. Djanazi et Zarlfi
qul, arrétés en 1969, avaient
#té condamnés & quinze et
dix ans de prison. iy a deux
mols, M. Zarifi avalt été
transféré de la prison de
Racht oi il purgeait sa peine,
4 celle de Téhéran ou la Sa-
vak, la redouteble police po-
litique Iranienne, méne ses
Interrogatoires « poussés ».
Au moment de ce transfert,
la Savak avait averti la fa-
mille de M. Zarifi que sl celul-
cl, aprés « traltement =, ne se
décidait pas & renoncer & ses
opiniong politiques, & renier
son actlon passée et & faire
'dloge du réglme actuel, il
serait condamné & mort — ce
qui est arrivé — et exécuteé
— ce qui menace dangereuse-
ment. En effer. Fopposition
au réglme ne cessant de s'ag-
graver, celul-ci, qui prépare
les festlvités du 2500° anni-
versaire de |'Empire, veut &
tout prix la mater et la ré-
presslon s'accentue tous les
jours.

La Confédération nationale
des étudiants iraniens de-
manda & toutes les organisa-
tlons démocratigues et & tous
les hommes soucieux de jus-
tice d'intervenir, par tous les
moyens dont its peuvent dis-

poser, pour empécher qu'aient-

lleu ces sept nouvelles exé-
cutlons.

Informations recieillles par
Nicolas  Brimo,  Alain
Chouffan, Verene Colom-
bani, Guy Dumar, F.-O.
Gieshert, Jean (Geoffroy,
Chtristian Hébert, Katia D.
Kaupp, Jean Moreau.
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the resolve of the opposition against it. As Hassan had predicted,
the government could not withstand persistent and powerful
demands for freedom. Alas, he could not enjoy the fruits of his
efforts,

This book uses Hassan’s memoirs, newly released documents
and the testimony of eye witnesses to present a clear chronicle of
his efforts against dictatorship in Iran. It is Hassan’s story, but it
is also, more generally, the story of the struggles of Iranian youth
for freedom over the past century. Like Hassan’s life, this book is
dedicated to the people of Iran.
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serving his term in Rasht prison in northern Iran when a number
of intellectuals who had taken up arms against the imperial
oppression attacked the police station at nearby Siahkal and thus
marked the beginning of a compaign of armed resisiance that
culminated with the Shah’s overthrow. Despite Hassan’s
imprisonment, SAVAK blamed him for planning this attack and
thus put him on trial again. His vigorous defense
notwithstanding, another sham trial by a military tribunal
condemned him to death, but vocal protest by international
organizations and the Confederation of Iranian Students resulted
in his sentence being commuted to life in prison. He spent much
time in prison in Kerman and shuttled around various locations
in Tehran, as the regime feared his ability to influence and
educate his fellow prisoners. Over the course of the next few
years, Hassan was subjected to severe and ongoing torture that
nearly debilitated him. It was as if the Shah expressed his anger
at the growing movement against him by lashing out - literally -
against Hassan and other prisoners.

Finally the imperial regime simply could not stand the mere
existence of these symbols of its impotence. SAVAK agents,
following the Shah’s orders, dragged Hassan and eight others to
the hills outside Evin prison and shot them, later claiming that
these incapacitated prisoners were trying to escape, The Shah’s
government, like others before and after it, believed that killing a
few prominent critics would end the people’s pursuit of liberty;
like other such governments, it was mistaken. As a result of this
brutal murder, the regime lost whatever credibility it had inside
and outside Iran, and the government’s cowardly behavior steeled



his own and brooked no oppesition. With reform and
compromise thus impossible, the people’s opposition to the
Shah’s repressive regime led to the 1979 revolution and the
winding up of the monarchy in Iran.

Hassan’s political development reflected the increasing
desperation of those demanding freedom from an unyielding
government. He had demonstrated political sensitivity even in
high school, and while at Tehran University became heavily
involved in the student protest movement of 1960-1963. As a
student, he worked closely with the liberal/patriotic National
Front, although he represented a more strident, left-leaning wing
of the movement that was increasingly impatient with the Shah’s
continuing repression and corruption and frustrated with the
Front’s inability to protect the freedom of Iranians from the
imperial regime. As news of armed liberation struggles from
around the world - most notably Cuba and Viet Nam - arrived in
Iran, Hassan and his colleagues at the university were growing
aware that the regime would respond to calls for reform only
with greater force. It was during the student protests of this brief
period of resurgent opposition to the Shah that Hassan first
became acquainted with the jails and security apparatus of the
imperial regime. The government, unwilling to withstand
criticism, attacked the students and essentially forced these
peaceful intelfectuals to give up their demands or to defend
themselves from the Shah’s agents by force.

As a result of his activities, in February 1968 he was arrested
along with some of his colleagues and sentenced 1o ten years in
prison after a trial devoid of any justice or fair process. He was




Revolution. But the broad outlines of his struggle were widely
known before these confessions became public and have served
as milestones in the quest for freedom and justice. This book is
an attempt to present a fuller picture of his life, his dedication to
the people of Iran, the development of his ideas against the
Pahlavi regime, and his long and painful incarceration at the
hands of the last shah’s sadistic agents.

Hassan was a graduate of Tehran University’s law faculty,
although the only claims he represented were those of the
Iranian people against the Pahlavi tyranny. He managed to
defend his anti-Shah actions and ideals facing an unjust military
tribunal, when he in effect turned the tables on his accusers and
indicted the imperial regime for its years of brutality, corruption,
and oppression. He lost the trial, but his arguments ultimately
won in the court of public opinion. Hassan was, as charged, one
of the theoretical founders of the policy of armed struggle
against the shah in Iran. But, as he explained, it was the absolute
tyranny of the monarchy that forced the Iranian people to take
up arms in defense of their rights,

The authoritarianism of Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,
especially after the 1953 ClA-assisted coup d’etat returned him
to power, had so constrained conditions for intellectuals and
reformists that many of them saw no alternative but to adopt
violent means. Peaceful protest was blocked by the total absence
of legitimate polictical parties or any other means of expressing
political opinions. SAVAK had infiltrated every aspect of
peoples’ lives and responded to any criticism of the Shah by
threats, prison and torture. The Shah did not allow any voice but



PREFACE

For nearly a century the Iranian people have been struggling
to attain their independence and political rights. The
Conmnstitutional Revolution of 1905 marked the emergence of
powerful social forces demanding freedom, in part in reaction to
the government’s unceasing repression and corruption, and in
part inspired by the arrival of politically progressive ideas about
democracy and human rights from Europe and the United States.
The development of these ideas continues to this day, and Iran’s
freedom-loving forces have much to be proud of over the past
one hundred years: the end of the bankrupt Qajar dynasty, the
enactment of one of Asia’s first constitutions, the nationalization
of oil industry and the eviction of British forces, the final
overthrow of monarchy in Iran, and the creation of a vibrant,
indigenous political culture. But the cost of these achievements
has been tremendous, as measured by the hundreds and
thousands who have suffered in the dungeons of oppression over
the past century.

This book recounts the short life of one such person, Hassan
Zia-Zarifi, my youngest brother. He was 36 years old on April
18, 1975, when he and eight companions were shot in cold blood
in the desolate hills outside Tehran’s notorious Evin prison. At
the time, he was serving a life sentence imposed after a sham
trial, and was too injured as a result of years of torture to walk.
The chilling details of his last few moments emerged only when
the executioners - members of the brutal imperial security
agency, SAVAK - confessed during their trials after the 1979
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