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There is no limit to
their shamelessness

Interview with Ahmad Mohammad-Karim

#
Ahmad Mohammad-Karim is a communist worker
and labour activist from Afghanistan, and has for
years worked and lived in Iran. He talked to Fateh
Jahani, Worker Today co-worker, about the depor-
tation of Afghan workers from Iran. Excerpts:

#

After the fall of Najibullah's
government and the seizure of
power by the Islamic groups, the
UN in collaboration with the
Iranian government decided to
repatriate  the Afghan immig-
rants and refugees in Iran to
Afghanistan. Each deportee is to
receive around $30 to cover the
cost of travel to the border posts.
What are your views on that?

Ahmad Mohammad-Karim: It is
a fact that the UN has decided to
deport Afghan immigrants and
refugees from Iran and to hand
them over to the newly-formed
reactionary government in Afghan-
istan. Fortunately or unfortunately
1 had to leave Iran, and so I don't
have a first-hand experience of
these events. That's why I may not
be able to give a complete picture
of what has happened.

First of all I should say that the
attempt to deport the Afghan
workers and refugees is not a new
thing. Since a long time ago the
Islamic government in Iran has
been carrying out these same plans
of the UN. It has been playing
games with the lives of immigrant
workers and putting pressure on
them. This is on top of the yells
by Iranian nationalists and’ the
daily-humiliation that the Afghan
workers are subjected to. The
Islamic government's intimidation
was planned. And because of this

inhuman climate a large number of
immigrant workers over the past
few years have either returned to.
Afghanistan or taken refuge in the
neighbouring countries.

All this and today's decision by
the UN are facts known to every-

.one. They are historical records

which will allow future generations
of workers to get to know the UN
better and will add to their disgust
at this -organisation. They are
undeniable facts and show that the
UN is not an impartial organisation
but an oppressive - organisation
serving the capitalists' interests.
Anyway, as far as I know the gist
of the UN's and the Iranian
government's arguments for repa-
triating the immigrant workers and
the war refugees is that: 1) follow-
ing the fall of Najibullah and the
take-over by the Islamic forces, the
Afghan workers' main-problem has
been solved and there is no longer

any cause for concern; and that 2)

the present Islamic government in

Afghanistan is fully willing to take

back the Afghan-immigrants and

wishes them to retum.

~ These are the arguments the UN

and the Islamic Republic govern-

ment in Iran have been using in

order to be able to easily deport
the Afghan immigrants. You can't

get more shameless than that! It is

interesting that they are pushing

these lies at a time when all the

cities and villages in Afghanistan

Stop the deportations!

Iranian government to deport
Afghan workers, with UN's help

Mostafa Saaber

Imagine the job of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refu-
gees to be to organise the depor-
tation of refugees! Imagine 'its
support amounting-to sending its
supervisors to the border areas to
supervise the procedure!

Unfortunately this is not just an

imaginary scenario, but the very
thing-that is happening tight now
in Iran against the Afghan refu-
gees: the collaboration of the Irani-
an government and the UNHCR to
deport millions of Afghan refugees
from Iran.

The Iranian government and the
UNHCR are describing the depor-
tation as "voluntary"; they call it
*official and protected return”. The
UN has even been good enough to
offer every refugee who volunteers
to return, $25 in cash, some food
and a blanket. It has thus set aside
a huge budget for the purpose:
with three million Afghan immi-
grants in Iran, according to official
figures, the UN is spending $75m
just in cash payments to the volun-
tary returnees, apart from the cost
of the food and blankets!-

The deadline for this 'voluntary,

protected and official' return had
been fixed as 30 December 92. On
the day, the UNHCR representative
arrived at Taibad border to super-
vise the returns. By the end of the
first day only some 1,000 Afghan
refugees had crossed the border.

.The governor of Khorasan prov-

ince ‘Mofidi was. adamant: 'The

question of returns is final; Afghan’

immigrants who refuse to return
will be taken to border camps and
then deported'. .

Voluntary returns indeed! :And
the border camps mentioned by
Mofidi were built some years ago

-which in terms of their inhuman
_conditions are comparable only to

Iran's prisons. ;

The Khorasan governor made
his threats in the presence: of the
UNHCR representative, whose
response was just to mention the
Iranian government's hospitality to-
wards Afghans during their stay in
Tran, and a plédge that Iran's prob-
lems in this area would soon dis-
appear!

Millions of Afghans have lived
in Iran for over a decade under the
harshest “conditions. They have
been harassed by Iranian national-
ism and the anti-Afghan provoca-
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have been barricaded, and every
month the various reactionary fac-
tions find excuses to launch anoth-
er war, to kill and wound scores
on their own sides and a large
number of civilians. For the UN
this is peace and calm! The people:
who are made to return have al-
ready had their homes and shelters
turned into rubble and they have to
rebuild them from scratch. But
even after they manage to build a
new roof over their heads, with
great toil and difficulty, it is not
certain how many days these will
last, new fighting will ruin them
again. The fire stoked by the USA,
the UN and other reactionary forc-
es will turn these people into refu-
gees over and over again. .

It is already clear that not only
will there be no calm for these
thousands of people who are being
sent back but that their situation
will get much worse. The insecure
conditions today will become to-
moirow's catastrophes. What has
become clear for thousands of
people is that the UN is not our
friend but enemy of us workers.
What we are seeing today is a
record full of dirt, and this is com-
ing into the open. The UN will
only eamn the hatred of thousands
of decent human beings. '

Do you think that with the fall of
Najibullah's government and the
seizure of power by the Islamic
forces the immigrant Afghan
workers wanted to return - bear-
ing in mind the vicious campaign -
that the Islamic Republic and
the UN have been waging against
them?

First of all, nobody has asked the
Afghan immigrants what they
themselves. want. And, secondly,
even if they had been asked this
would not have affected the deci-
sion of the UN and the Islamic
Republic. This is because behind
this policy lie the long-term inter-

ests of capital. Apart from this

fact, according to the laws of the
UN and the entire bourgeoisie
around the world, the choice of a
place to live is not with the people
themselves. It is the interests of
the bourgeoisie that dictates where
people should live. The wars going
on around the world and the inter-
ventions of this organisation show:
how inhuman and savage its ac-
tions are. To my mind, if the Af-

ghan immigrants in Iran could
decide in which of the two coun-
tries to live - i.e. choose between
bad and worse - they would
choose the hell in Iran and not
return to Afghanistan.

Do you think the Iranian work-
ers will come out in support of
the rights of Afghan workers
and voice their protest against
the UN and the Islamic regime
in Iran?

"People who have lived together for

years. and been exploited by a
handful of parasites not only like
each other but feel that they have
a common cause. The Iran-Iraq
war, the homelessness, carmnage and
the ruin that it created, and the war
in Afghanistan, led to a strong

-feeling of sympathy and common

cause between the Afghan and
Iranian workers. During these
years we have had a lot of experi-
ences of unsparing support by the
workers in Iran. These comrades
helped us even though they them-
selves were in hardship. So I think
that this inhuman policy is strongly
condemned by large sections of
workers. I am sure that the com-
munist workers have shown partic-
ular sensitivity. Unfortunately the
present situation in Iran and partic-
ularly the existing repression do
not allow.the workers to stage
public actions. Under other circum-
stances, I am sure, thousands of
workers would -stage demonstra-
tions against these inhuman poli-
cies and in support of our rights.

Do you think they will be able to
quickly deport the immigrant
workers?

It is not enough 1o gibywek a Yes or

No answer to this question. The
deportation of immigrant workers
depends on a lot of factors. We
should look at the deeper reasons
underlying their policy. The Iran-
Iraq war in the '80s and the ruins
due to that war took up an
immense part of the state budget.
‘With Iran having debts to interna-
tional banks and the default in
their repayment, they tried to make.
the workers foot the bill for the
reconstructionprocess. Fortunately,
facing resistance and struggle by
the workers, their policy failed. . -

These problems, the recent job
cuts and the pressures on the
workers as a whole are driving the
society towards a situation of open.
protests. The UN has sensed this

“danger and is aware of the condi-

tions under-which the Islamic Re-
public is surviving. They know
that if a real movement emerges,
more serious dangers will threaten-
capital in the region. The UN's
frieridship and agreement with Iran
is taking place in this context. The
UN and capitalists want to leave
‘the hands of the Iranian govemn-
ment free to strike harder blows at
the workers. Once the immigrant
workers are deported, the employ-
ers will say to the workers: "We
deported the Afghan immigrants
from Iran to save your jobs". I
think this is the basis of the agree-
ments between the UN and the
Islamic Republic. In view of these
facts, I think they will deport the
immigrant workers. But here we
are also seeing their stupidity, be-
cause the workers' struggles are
not going to disappear as a result
of such measures. Workers have
more fundamental aims in mind.
They are fighting for real equali

ty. .

In the Persian Section

In addition to the articles published in the.
English section, the Persian section of
this issue contains the following main
articles: '

mLessons of a defeat:Social-Democratic
government attacks Canadian labour. -
article mOn the four-day work week deal
in German VW - article #0n-the work of
Iranian-Austrian  Labour
Committee - interview with-Mehdi Ardi,
Coordinator sTurkish society at the brink

report wCanada: 20,000 construction
workers stage a demonstration - article
wStrike by Miracle food workers in
Canada - article ®Japan and hidden
unemployment - translation sLetters to

Solidarity

of outright political-military repression -
article mShahid-Sani factory - workplace-

the Editor: - Existing trade unions against
workers' socialist movement -Perspec-
tives for exiled workers Sinverted:
picture of a strike - article on Austrian
Airlines workers! strike mRevolution in
unions: Left unionism in the cover of anti-
reformism - article ®Interview with
Manfred Neugruda, union activist from
Germany =Open letter to general secre-
tary of German Confederation of Trade
Unions minterview with Morad Asadi,
labour activist from Iran mln the fight
against the lay-offs, workers in Iran need
the support of workers internationally -
article ®They knew everything - article
on the political surveillance of radical
labour and socialist activists in Norway.

The international and Iranian workers’
news aré published in more detail in the
Persian section.

tions organised by the bourgeois’
government and opposition. As
sellers of labour power - without
any rights whatsoever, Afghan
workers have-been savagely ex-
ploited by the capitalists in Iran.
Now. with the change of govern-
ment in Afghanistan and the sei-
zure of power by Islamic Mojahed-
in, the Iranian government and the
UN see no further political advan-
tage in the presence of Afghan
immigrants in Iran, and have there-
fore struck the disgraceful deal of
deporting three million Afghans
out of Iran. - sl -

Is this shameful deportation to
be the last chapter in the life of the
millions of Afghan immigrants in
Iran? Unfortunately this will be the
case, unless labour organisations
worldwide, and all those who de-
plore the violation of people's ba-
sic rights,” would in the strongest
possible terms protest against the
Iranian government and- the dis-
graceful deal between the UNHCR
and the Islamic Republic, calling
for full citizenship rights for Af-
ghan immigrants in Iran. El
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On current situation
of labour movement

in Iran

Interview with Javad Ahmadi

Javad Ahmadi is a labour activist from Iran. On a
- recent trip abroad he talked to Shahla Daneshfar,
Worker Today co-worker, about current issues of
the labour movement in Iran. Excerpts:

Worker Today: There have
recently been large-scale job cuts
in Iran. How -have the workers
responded?

Javad Ahmadi: The recent wave
of job cuts which is throwing
workers to the ranks of the jobless
without any unemployment insur-
ance or hope of finding a job
again, has deeply worried the
workers and their families. They
have responded by staging protests
collectively, or in smaller groups
or even individually. But because
the workers lack their own organi-
sations, these actions have.been
unorganised and limited.

For example, recently the Hous-
ing Foundation in the city of
Sanandaj [in the west] began
laying off hundreds of workers.
But since these lay-offs were
carried out in smaller groups there
were no joint actions; and the
scattered and small-scale protests
that took place came to nothing.
The workers, getting no response
from the Housing Foundation,
turned to the local labour ministry

authorities and demanded their

jobs back. They were told that the
job cuts were being made on a
national scale and there was noth-
ing ihey could do. So the workers
insisted on the payment of sever-
ance pay and unemployment bene-
fit. The ministry and the Housing
Foundation initially refused, but as
the protests mounted and the

workers continued to assemble in

front of and inside the ministry
buildings, they agreed to pay each
laid-off worker the equivalent of a
month's wage for every worked
year. So far, only some of the
workers have actually received
their pay. The labour ministry still
refuses to agree to unemployment
benefit and the struggle over it is
still going on, though it has not
taken on a united and organised
form. .

Recently there were utterances
by government officials about
making changes in the Labour
Law. How have the workers re-
sponded? What do the regime's
Islamic Councils say? -

The Islamic Republic's labour law
amounts to nothing more than
pressures on the workers in favour
of the capitalists. The workers'
certain rights such as the right to
strike and to form independent
worker organisations have not been
recognised in this labour law. Still
they. want to make it even worse!
For instance, the former -labour
minister Tavakkoli said that the
law was completely on workers'
side and that it had tied the em-
ployers' hands! He said that if it
reached the president's offices they
would make changes in it. Tavak-
koli's words met with workers'
outrage,-and Rafsanjani, the presi-
dent, tried to control the protests

by calling for calm and speaking
in support of the labour law. After
this, the Workers' House and Is-
lamic Councils also made some
noise. But the truth is that workers
are objecting to this present labour
law, and in reality these discus-
sions are providing the background
to forcing the workers into silence
and to making them be satisfied

‘with the law as it is. This is also

the line that the Islamic Councils
are following. '

What is_the situation of the Is-
lamic Councils? Has the priva-
tisation process affected. -their
position? '

One effect of the privatisations has
been to wash the paint off the
Islamic Councils. A handful of
hirelings whom the regime had
forced on the workplaces amid
workers' disgust and resistance are
now, with the privatisation of the
state enterprises, being deprived of
their supporter, ie. the Islamic
regime. They are losing their role
as the government's agent at the
workplaces, especially since they
are isolated among workers too. In
their present form, it is unlikely
that they will survive.

There have recently been discus-
sions on the need to raise the
wage levels. What is the back-
ground to these discussions, and
what do the workers say? - i

The wages today can't keep up
with the prices of basic necessities
which are-rising on a daily basis,

‘and workers cannot maintain even

a basic livelihood. So they are
having to fight a continuous battle
with the employers over wages.
In the last few years the govern-
ment, in order to control the work-
ers' widespread dissatisfaction over
pay, has each year raised the level
of the minimum wage a little. But
the soaring prices have meant that
at the end of the day workers have
been left with almost nothing. As
a result, the demand for wage rise
has been an. ongoing demand
among the workers. Since the be-
ginning of the new year (March

'93) when the privatisation plans
.and massive job cuts were intro-

duced, and with the threat of fur-
ther cuts in real wages, the demand
for pay increases has turned into a
more urgent issue. So to keep the
protests in check, government offi-
cials have made sdme comments
on the need to raise the wage lev-
els. The minimum wage increases
always take as their. basis the rate

of inflation as announced by the.

Central Bank, a rate which bears
no relation to the real price levels.
But what the workers are calling
for are wage increases proportional
to the real rate of inflation. Anoth-
er issue connected with the ques-
tion of pay is the situation of the
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great -masses of the unemployed
who want an unemployment bene-
fit which can provide them with a
basic living.

In general, around what issues
do. the labour struggles take
place?

At the moment, due to lack of
independent worker organisations
and especially because of the job
insecurity and the large-scale job
losses, workers' protests have a
defensive character. The protests
are usually staged when the work-
ers are attacked. One of the main
issues preoccupying the workers is
how to keep their jobs and fight
the lay-offs. But the demand for
pay increases is still their top pri-
ority. For example, there are plans
to privatise the plants belonging to
the Construction - Crusade, and
since some sections of these enter-
prises will not be profitable
enough for the private capitalists,
they will probably be shut down,
leading to more job losses. So
there are already signs of resis-
tance among the workers of this
sector. - :

What has been the impact of the
privatisations on the workplaces?

.The government is now at the

brink of an economic bankruptcy,:
to such an extent that it is unable
to pay its foreign debts. It is there-
fore reducing the role of the state
in the economy and is cutting on
state expenditures. The privatisa-
tions are also towards this end. But
obviously a capitalist would only
invest where it is profitable. And
since many of these industries are
not profitable they-are being shut
down and their workers sacked. In
the profitable sectors too the capi-
talists, to compete with foreign
products, have to reduce their pro-
duction costs, which means cutting
wages, increasing the working
hours, speed-ups, etc. Thus the
privatisations and cuts in state
expenditure are being achieved at
the cost of increasing the burden
on the workers and driving -the
working class into greater hard-
ship.

What have been the concrete
results of Rafsanjani's economic
policies for the workers, and
how have the workers respond-
ed?

Rafsanjani's economic policies
have no other result for workers
and the low-income groups than
direct pressure on them. This eco-
nomic policy is based on the pau-
perization of the working people,
and is being.carried out, for exam-

ple; through the lifting of subsidies

on essential goods, by allowing
prices to rise even more, by cut-.
ting wages, selling the industries to
the private sector and through the
resulting massive job losses.

How do you see the situation of
the labour movement in Iran, in
general terms?

The workers in Iran are today
grappling with a lot of difficulties.’
They are having to deal with un-
employment, soaring inflation, low
wages, the constant fear of losing
their jobs and scores of other prob-
lems. Everyday an excuse is found
to force workers into.a worse situ-
ation. One day it was the war; thea

it was the post-war reconstruction. -

More importantly, the worker in
Iran lacks a genuine labour organi-
sation. These factors have meant
that the labour movement is in a
defensive position, -though labour
protests do take place, such as:the

strikes in the oil industry, in

Navard steel works, in the Melli
Shoe factories, etc, or the pressures
the workers put on the government

‘to have May Day recognised as. a

national holiday, or the protests
against the Islamic Republic labour
law. Such struggles. are going on
and they have their own activists
and socialist leaders. ’

What are the main currents in
the labour movement in Iran? In
what position is the. communist
tendency? u

Different tendencies have emerged
and declined at different times
depending on the political situation
and the intensity of repression.
Looking at the period after the
1950s, we see that the currents
active in the name of the left; on
the one hand, and the.workers'
movement, on the other, have fol-
lowed two parallel paths. The left
-currents were in fact an alliance
around such issues as democracy,
people's rule, national self-determi-
nation, etc. With the current world

.developments ‘and the collapse of

the mainstream of these ideas,
these concepts have lost their rele-

Massive lay-offs and
anti-worker repression in Iran

Continued from Page 24

same end. }

The threat of unemployment and
the ban on independent union ac-
tivity have made the struggle of
the employees difficult and hazard-
ous. Nevertheless, many protests

take place. For example, the work- -

ers at Benz-e-Khavar, where Benz:
trucks are manufactured, went on
strike in March in protest against
the sacking of 1,000 of their col-
leagues. The strike led to confron-
tations with the management and-
with officials sent from the labo
ministry. ;

One of the laid-off workers set
himself on fire. The Islamic Re-.
public authorities at first tried to
respond by arresting ten of the
activists and sending in the armed
forces - this having turned into the
usual method of confronting the
struggles - but under the pressure

of the protests they reversed their
decision and declared the sackings
illegal. However, the armed
guards, now stationed at the plant,
have made the reinstatement of the
sacked -workers impossible. Since
the strike, the. factory has been

runnirig at a slower pace. A large’

number of the workers are on
strike and others are under the

constant fear of a repeat of the -

repression at the factory. .

One of the tactics that the em-
ployees have used to win their
demands has been to elect genuine
representatives to the [Islamic]
Councils. The Councils are quasi-
uniion bodies which the regime has
set up in order to control the work-
ers. It seems that this tactic has
proved successful in some of: the
workplaces. But its limitation lies
in the fact that if there is disagree-
ment over the elected representa-
tives, the labour ministry inter-

vance, and to reach these goals,
their advocates don't need any
more to cling to-socialism and the
working class. So today the polari-
sation among the tendencies has
become more well-defined.

The socialist tendency is an
ongoing current in the workers'
movement, though it is now under
pressure as a result of the world
situation and the bourgeoisie's
vehement campaign. But the posi-
tive side of the developments is
that now the non-worker left ten-
dencies do not stick themselves to
Marx and the working class. So
there is less confusion among the
workers, and the communist ten-
dency has become more clearly
distinct from the others. In other
words, there is now a greater ac-
ceptance: for the Marxist criticism
of society and there is more room
for intervention by the communist
tendency in the social issues and
class conflicts. It may now be easi-
er to give a clearer picture of the

‘tendencies in the working class.

What are the main issues around

-which the active and communist

workers are involved? In what
way have the world develop-
ments of the last few years in-
fluenced workers?

Labour activists and communist
workers are involved in trying to
form labour organisations, in tack-
ling the confusion among the
workers and in standing up to the
anti-communist campaign of the

‘bourgeoisie. The recent world de-

velopments, the fall of the state-
capitalist system and the move
towards market capitalism, which
have been accompanied by a fren-
zied attack by the  bourgeoisie
against communism and the work-
ing class, point to a number of-
important tasks facing socialist and
militant workers. The anti-commu-

‘nist campaign, and the difficulties

that the working class has been
subjected to, have had an impact
on some sections of the workers.
But because of their objective situ-
ation, workers have no choice but
to protest and struggle. It is the
socialist ‘workers' duty to fight
these confusions and in this way to
unite the workers' ranks. In my
view we are entering the period of
the resurgence of Marxism and its
turning into a great social force -
on the condition that we live up to
our tasks. 1 =

venes and stops the election of
workers' representative. Many ob-
servers fear that the passing of the
bill on strike and demonstrations
ban will lead to a tightening of the
repression. There are also ruinours
that the labour law may be revised.

The 1991 labour law, by means
of a clause requiring the candidates
to believe, and prove their faith, in
Islam, has seriously restricted the
possibility for employees of elect-
ing their genuine representatives at
the workplaces. There is the fear
that such restrictions may be
stepped up. - )

The ICFTU is concerned about
the -direction of developments in
Iran, and intends to lodge a com-
plaint against the Iranian govern-
ment with the International Labour

'Organisation so that new measures

which are incompatible with free-
dom of union activity are con-
demned. ]
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Developments in
Eastern Europe and
Prospects for
Worker Socialism

The present events in the East will be looked
upon in the future as a mere prelude to far more
-gignificant developments in the world as a whole.

Three years and eight months ago, when the following
interview with Mansoor Hekmat appeared in the first issue
of Worker Today, the world's attention, under the impact of
the mass media, was focused on the events in Eastern
Europe. It was commonly imagined that the end of the Cold
War would usher in an age of "peace and prosperity”. In his
interview, Mansoor Hekmat saw those events as a prelude
to an attack on workers’ livelihood in Eastern Europe, and to
far more significant developments in the victorious bloc itself
- including the emergence of an ideological and identity crisis
in the West. He ridiculed the analysis of the opposition
bourgeois parties in iran who regarded the events in Eastern
Europe as leading to the establishment of democracy all over
the world - including Iran - and the end of the "age of dicta-
torships". Today, the efforts of Western ideologues to formu-
late a post-Cold War identity for the main bloc of world

capitalism, i.e. the West (the "Clash of Civilisations® being

among the more serious ones) have ended in failure.
Mansoor Hekmat is an influential figure in the lranian -

socialist movement. In 1991, then the head of the Central

Committee of the Communist

Party of Iran, he left the CP!

along with the rest of its political leadership to form the
Worker-communist Party of Iran. The majority of CPI activists
and members left the CPI to join the new party. Hekmat is a
member of the Executive Committee of WPI and the editor
of its Farsi journal, Anternasyonal (international).

Worker Today: The develop-
ments in Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union have seized the
attention of the whole world. We
do indeed live in- a decisive
historical period, However, the
impact of these events on the
West and the main body of the
capitalist world remains unex-
plored. How, in your view, will-
these developments affect the
"yictorious' West?

Mansoor Hekmat: The immediate
results of this process will natural-
ly be felt first by the people in
Fastern:, Europe and the Soviet
Union. But what makes the '90s a
crucial historical period is in- my
view the subsequent international
results of this process and its
impact on the Western world. The
present events in the East will be
looked upon in the future as a
mere prelude to far more signifi-
cant developments in the world as
a whole.

The salient fact behind all this
political and ideological turmoil is
the economic tollapse of the state-
capitalist model and the triumph
over it of market capitalism. All
the discussion and commentary by
the Western media, echoed in the
public opinion, about the "end of
communism” and the victory of
democracy and the West, are but
the modes and forms of referring
to the same -economic reality. But
when you look at it closely, you
see that it is in.fact the West and

the so-called victorious bloc that is
thrown into a turbulent and critical
period in its history. The prospects
facing the defeated bloc are more
or less defined. It has to emulate
the West's past.- But it is the
present and future of the victorious
bloc that is now, with the events in’
Eastern Europe, wrapped up in

contradictions and uncertainties.

The collapse of the Eastern bloc

poses serious questions for the
political economy and the ideologi-
cal set-up in the West and gives
rise, for their resolution, to mas-
sive social confrontations.

What contradictions and uncer-
tainties?

MH: In economics, politics and
ideology. At all levels. The fact is
that, particularly throughout the
post-war period, the economic,
political and intellectual life of the
West had been shaped by a global
confrontation between the two
blocs. We can see the mark of this
confrontation not just on the mili-
tary and political alignments of
states, but on the whole organisa-
tion of production in the Western
world, in its strategy and patterns
of growth and development, and in
its whole intellectual and conceptu-
al frame of thought.- Today it is
not just Nato that is rendered use-
less with the virtual elimination of
the Warsaw Pact. It is'not just the
plan for the 1992 integration of the
European market that has to be
totally revised with the westemn-
isation of Eastern Europe and the
German re-unification. The whole
profile of Western society must be
redefined. The whole global eco-
nomic set-up, which has assigned
the position of the various coun-
tries and social classes for decades,
must be defined anew with the full
integration of the world capitalist
market. These questions are open
again and draw social forces, each
with is own solutions, to an in-
tense struggle.

The most conspicuous expres-
sion of this confusion concerns
democracy itself, both as a system
of political thought and as a form
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of government in bourgeois soci-
ety. We -are told that democracy
has triumphed. Which democracy
are they talking about? The naive
notions that crowd the minds of
pious professors and ex-radicals
and which are seen by them as the
last world on human liberation, or
the practical, real and well-articu-
lated democracy that has been the
official ruling ideology in the West

‘and provided the intellectual and

propaganda framework for the
"Free World"? The democracy of
Hiroshima, the Cold War, genocide
in Vietnam, CIA coups and mili-
tary juntas, racism and union-bust-
ing. The democracy of Thatcher,
Reagan, The Times and The Econ-
omist. This is the real democracy
that has ruled the world. This is
precisely the banner under which
the West articulated and organised
itself in the competition for world
domination with the opposite bloc.

To the extent that this competition
is eliminated, this ideological
framework itself becomes redun-
dant and the West suffers confu-
sion and division. The events.in
Eastern Europe initiate an era of
fierce political and ideological
struggles in the West for reshaping
an official and dominant ideologi-
cal framework for contemporary
capitalism.

In short, the world is entering a
turbulent period which has its main
source of instability not in the East
but in the West itself, which will
in turn make the present assump-
tions of the Western media about
the future of Eastern Europe obso-
lete and irrelevant.

In what way- does this situation
affect the working class move-
ment?

MH: I think the '90s will be a
decade of intensified worker pro-
test movements. For a number of
reasons. First, for more than a
decade the offensive of the New
Right, Thatcherism and Reaganom-
ics, has pressurised the working
class. Part and parcel of this offen-
sive was the suppression of trade
unigns.‘This in tum was made
possible with the crisis of social

democracy and the political and’
ideological supremacy of new con--

servatism. Today the destructive
results of these policies for the
workers - unemployment, loss of
social services, etc. - are felt more
than ever while the ideological and
political cohesion of the Right is
lost. In the whole of Europe ques-
tions such as unemployment and
lack of job security, working week
and so on are becoming a focus
for a rénewed surge of workers'
movement, while the bourgeoisie is
losing its capacity for the political
intimidation of the workers move-
ment and populist mobilisation of
the middle strata against our class.
Secondly, the decline of unionism,
while having immediate detrimen-
tal effects on the life of millions of
workers, has created an environ-
ment for new thinking and alterna-
tive practices in worker organisa-
tion in FEurope. The workers'
movement has already moved to-
wards more radical actions
organised outside the traditional
union structure, campaigns for
"democratisation of unions" or
creating alternative organisations
are spreading. This helps the emer-
gence of movements that are more
radical and are able to deal with
urgent class issues. Finally, a very
important point is that with the
recent developments workers are
bound to grasp their specific class
identity. While everybody is join-
ing the feast in honour of democ-
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racy, the East German and Polish
worker, the Russian worker in
Lithuania and Estonia, is just be-
ginning to realise that he himself is
being barbecued and served as the
main course. The ‘West European
worker is realising that behind all
this razzmatazz about democracy
and human rights, it is the worker
and worker alone who should take
care of his economic interests and
political rights, without hoping for
anything to come from the intelli-
gentsia who fill social democratic
parliamentary seats or.professional
union posts. The fact that non-
working class strata and their
movements are trampling on each
other's feet in their race to dissoci-
ate themselves from the worker
and worker ideals, forces the
worker today to think about his
and her specific class identity. 1
think the '90s will find the worker
in a totally different political pose.

What about Marxism? How do
you see its prospects?

MH: It is only now that Marxism,
as a working class outlook for
social change can come to the fore.
It is only now that the worker is
being freed from a host of quasi-
Marxisms of the propertied classes.
I am aware that this has not been
achieved through a theoretical and

* practical offensive by worker-

Marxism and worker-socialism, but
has come about by the collapse of
the quasi-socialist poles under
pressure from other sections of the
bourgeoisie itself. I am also aware
that the present situation circum-
scribes socialism and _socialist
thought in general. But anti-social-
ist pressures will prove short-lived.
Capitalism by nature gives rise to
worker-socialism and Marxism. As
long as there is worker and capital-
ist, there also is Marxism. But this
time this Marxism has rid itself of
all the currents that have pursued
non-worker interests in its name.
As a Marxist, as an activist of
worker-socialism, I personally feel
that the way forward is more open.
Besides, if society as a whole is
going to re-think its foundations; if
the '90s are to be the decade of
struggle between social outlooks,
and if the bourgeoisie is heading
for an ideological vacuum - all of
which are characteristics of the
'90s - then Marxism as. a valid
critique and outlook will once
again come to the fore in society.

Nationalist movements in the
Sovie¢ Union are on the rise.
How do you think they will fare?
‘What kind of response will they
get internationally?

MH: One of the social - currents
unleashed by the demise of the
Fastern bloc 'is nationalism. Na-
tionalism has long been a pam-
pered social movement in bour-
geois society. It seems very “natu-
ral" and respectable to be a nation-
alist in this society. Everybody is
worshipping his own national flag
and no one has ever been rep-
roached for this blatant departure
from the universal and internation-
al identity of humanity. National*
ism today, apart from a few cases,
is no longer even related to nation-
al oppression. For the most part it
is derived from earthly economic
considerations of the local bour-
geoisie about the prospects for
regional economic development.
No wonder we see that the honour-
able nationalist in Lithuania and
Estonia begins his campaign by
stripping the Russian worker of his
basic political rights. In my view
nationalism does not aim at ending

national oppression. It merely
‘strives to re-define the oppressed
and oppressor nations. )

As for the future of these move-
ments, I think with the economic
integration of the capitalist world
and in view of the fact that the
bourgeoisie is not at present think-
ing in terms of small national units
but rather new international blocs,
nationalism - will not find a very
encouraging environment within
the capitalist class. Some may gain
independence.and some may not.
But nationalism and the cause of
political independence will not
become a fashionable subject for
the capitalist world.

How do you see the repercus-
sions of the world situation on
the Iranian situation? Many op-
position parties are hoping that
it would lead to the emergence of
a parliamentary democracy in
Iran.-

MH: The Iranian liberal opposi-
tion, with their new recruits from
the previously pro-Soviet parties,
are used to this approach to poli-
tics. Yesterday it was the election
of Kennedy or Carter that was to
bring them their parliament. They
are still waiting! They do not un-
derstand that politics in a society is
conditioned by the struggle of
material, real social forces and not
by sentimental formulations such
as the "era of the end of dictator-
ships". "Dictatorship” must be
overthrown by real forces. Such
formulations are produced by the
middle classes and intellectuals in
Europe as naive and subjective
descriptions of much more objec-
tive processes. It-is not as though
the gods have set out to topple
dictatorships one after the other.
Besides, the Iranian liberal forgets
that the unofficial and academic
democracy in Europe that produces
such formulations for mass con-
sumption is extremely Eurocentric.
As far as the countries outside
Europe are concemed, especially
those .in which people are not so.
well off, a mock. election would
suffice for them. The official rul-
ing class democracy, for its part,
which used the term democracy to
characterise any kind of political
regime outside the rival bloc, will
not give our liberal his democracy.
If it were so, then it would not
have turned the world into a world
of military juntas, police states and
military interventionism for de-
cades.

What can be said is that the
position of Iran and the Islamic
current is now objectively changed
for international capital. With the
climination of the Eastern bloc,
Iran may not have the same strate-
gic significance as before and Pan-
Islamism, with the idea of a green
belt around the Soviet Union be-
.coming redundant, may not be as
much in demand. Post-war eco-
fomic reconstruction of Iran must
also wait its turn until the restruc-
turing of the economies of Eastern
Europe gets moving. All this may
mean more pressure on the Islamic
regime in Iran. However, whether
or not the situation would result in
parliamentary democracy, or new
kinds of bourgeois despotism, or
the victory of workers' revolution-
ary alternative, is something that
real social forces will determine. I
personally -think that whoever
wants political freedom must look
to no one but the working class.
The bourgeoisie, Iranian or other-
wise, has proved that it cannot
prosper in a country like Iran with-
out suppressing the pelitical rights
of millions. - u
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IN BRIEF

USA

60,000 of United Airlines'
employees are to take wage cuts,
reductions in  benefits - and
worsening of working practices
over the next six years in retum
for a controlling stake in the
company. This is the deal reached
in December between the company
and two of its unions: the Air Line
Pilots Association .and the
Intemational Union of Machinists.
The agreement has still to be
ratified by the unions’' members:

Germany ,
The miners' union IG Bergbau and
the coal producers agreed to a pay
cut of 9 per cent for two years. In
return, each miner will work 120
fewer hours annually. The deal
affects 87,000 coal miners, and is
supposed to save 10,000 jobs.
However, coal industry officials
said the measures will only
"temporarily delay inevitable lay-
offs".

Brussels

European Union | heads of
govemnment endorsed an "action
plan" at their summit in December
calling for real-wage cuts. They
said pay cuts were needed if
workers wanted to keep their jobs.
Meanwhile, outside, thousands of
Belgian- workers marched against
‘the Belgian govemment's austerity
plans. .

Italy

Italy's main industrial cities in a
one-day strike to protest the
growing number of plant closures
and lay-offs. Union leaders said
more actions could be planned for
January if the government did not
take  measures to offset the
employment crisis.

Italian workers demonstrated in all-

Support
Worker Today

YOU CAN subscribe to
Worker Today and urge
Yyour union branches to
take up subscriptions.
YOU CAN support us
Sfinancially and ask your
unions to make donations
to Worker Today out of -
their assistance funds.
YOU CAN help distribute
Worker Today in your
area.

YOU CAN give us
technical assistance, e.g.
computer hardware and
software to speed up and
improve our work. ’
YOU CAN send books and
Journals to Worker Today
Book Club.

YOU CAN send us your
articles and reports.

YOU CAN introduce
Worker Today to .
colleagues and comrades.
YOU CAN tell us your
views and suggestions
about the paper.

Argentine workers battle to save jobs

WT News Service:

Riots erupted on December 16 in
the capital of Argentina's impover-
ished north-western province of
Santiago del Estero in protest -at
the local government's plans to cut
jobs.

According to the Financial
Times (17/12/93), armed demon-
strators broke into the governor's
palace and ransacked the building.
Speaking by phone to a radio sta-
tion, one of the demonstrators said,
"We are all [dying] of hunger. We
are in the office of some thief and
we are breaking everything." Later,
the local court building and legis-
lature were also stormed. In clash-
es earlier with police two people
were reported killed and dozens
injured. x

This was the second, and most
serious, recent confrontation in
Argentina's. provinces. A week
earlier 45 people were injured after
protesters took to the streets of the
poverty-stricken Rioja province,
forcing the local government to
back down on its plans to cut
10,000 public sector jobs. L

WT News Service:

The Danish Confederation of
Trade Unions (LO) and a number
of LO-affiliated unions, through
letters to the Iranian embassy in
Copenhagen, protested at a new
Act passed by the Islamic Assem-
bly which bans. strikes and dem-
onstrations for public sector em-

ployees.

Following the activity of the
Committee of Solidarity with Irani-
an Workers - Denmark, the weekly
Den rode trad (The Red Thread)
and the daily Arbejder also report-
ed on the new legislation, calling
on unions to voice their protest.

So far, the Danish Confederation

5 ot

Belgium was brought to a standstill on November 26 by a one-day general strike - the first since 1936 - aimed

at reversing the austerity plan.announc_ed by the government. The plan includes a wage freeze for the next three
years and cuts in social security spending. Here, striking workers at Zaventem airport set up burning barricades.

Danish trade unions
condemn strike ban
legislation in Iran

.of Trade Unions (LO), the Copen-
hagen branch of the LO, the food
workers union (NNF), the Commu-
nist Party in Denmark, the ware-
house and service trades employ-
ees union (LHF), the nursery
workers union (PMF) and the
transport workers union in the city
of Odense have through letters of
protest to the Iranian embassy
condemned the new legislation.
In its letter, the LO stated that
the Act "contravenes basic, demo-
cratic human rights", and demand-
ed that "the workers of Iran be
given the right to strike and the
right to form their own organisa-
tions". i

Iran: Wave of closures

and job cuts

WT News Service: »

In the last few issues of Worker
Today we have reported on the
wave of factory shut-downs and
job cuts in the various industries.
The massive lay-offs are still

" continuing. Some of the reports

below have also appeared in the
state press. -

®20 workers were laid off at
Maneh plasticss factory where
production has now come to a
standstill. The workers have not
received their pay for the last three
months.

®Up to 500 employees of Pakhsh-
e-No, distributor of veterinary
medicines and lab products, are to

continues

lose their jobs following the disso-
lution of the company. The em-
ployees are to receive séverance
pay equivalent to two months'
wages and allowances for each
year that they have worked.
@Production has declined at most
sections of Iran Match Company.
The management blamed the slow-
down on foreign competition. The
70 workers of the company are
threatened with lay-offs.

mThe Kian Tyre factory is operat-
ing at half capacity, and the work-
ers may lose their jobs. The sales
manager of the plant said the de-
cline in production was due to lack
of raw materials and foreign com-
petition.

-Massive lay-offs and anti-

worker repression in Iran

[The following is reprinted from
Free Labour World, newspaper of
the International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions, no.11, Decem-
ber 93. The English translation
here is indirectly from the Persian
translation of the article.]

elranian government approves
law on strike ban as the econom-
ic and social crisis heightens
oICFTU to lodge complaint with
the ILO .

The decision of the Islamic As-
sembly in October to approve the
bill to ban strikes and demonstra-
tions in Iran was not unexpected.
Following the .savage crushing of
the wave of labour strikes in
spring 92 (see no.92/12) the eco-
nomic and social crisis in Iran has
deepened. ‘

The introduction of the policy of
economic adjustment through priv-
atisations prompted some short-
lived hopes. But in recent months

_thousands of employees have been

laid off, joining the millions unem-
ployed. Inflation has reached its
highest level in the last 14 years.

The officially announced figure for
inflation is 35%, but unofficial
sources regard this far from the
real rate. According to reports in
Iran Bulletin, published in London,
the textile sector is at the brink of
total bankruptcy. Recently, 4,000
workers of Jahan Chit factory went
on strike because of delays of sev-
eral months in the payment of their
wages. The swift response was to
arrest 15 of the union activists.

-Since then, armed forces have

taken over the factory. .
_ In the past months a number of
textile plants have been shut down,
with hundreds of their workers
losing their jobs. The first victims
of the lay-offs are those working
under short-term contracts. The
labour law does not apply in their
case, and their vulnerable position
reinforces their exploitation.
Recently 200 workers of Pars
Metal factory, working on short-
term basis, were laid off. The rest
of the workforce have been told
that if they do not agree to a con-
secutive 10-hour shift, without a
pay rise, they will meet with the
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